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PR£FAG£ 

THE purpose of this volume is to give a compre- 
hensive acooimt of the coiiditioDs of modem Jewry 
in aU tliehpihicq>alma]iife8totloii8 andvariatioint 
throaghoot tiie world. The book was begun some yeare 

ago, but its completion has been delayed until now by the 
exacting demands of other professional work. The delay 
has not been altogether without advantage, as it has enabled 
me, dniing a lesidoice of four years hi Germany and 
visits to other parts of the Continent, to come into 
closer contact with various aspects of life that I set 
out to depict, as well as to include some tendencies and 
devdopxnents that axeof quite recent origin. The interval 
tiiat has elapsed shice fhe first chapter was written has 
witnessed the appearance of several works dealing with 
Jewish conditions, but each of them has been mainly con- 
cerned with only one Bsptct of Jewish life and apprrached 
its study from a special angle of vision. None of them 
presoits a pictiire of Jewish fife as it is, with all its tra- 
ditional characteristics and customs, its sufferings and its 
achievements, its foibles and its ideals, and yet without 
such a portrayal of actual conditions it is scarcely possible 
faOy to i^yjM^ciate the significance of tendencies and 
movements that play a leading part in the world of Jewry 
to-day. One may study the variety of anthropological 
types among the modem children of Israel, their racial 
origin and cultural value, their contribution to the ad- 
vancement of modem commerce and tiie prooesses by 
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viii JEWISH UFE IN MODERN TIMES 

whkh their diaintogration as a people is taking place. 
But nnkas one is aoquainted wi^ the eaaenoe of Jewish 

life, with its primal contents and fundamental bases, 
one cannot understand the changes that are being wrought 
in its fonns or perceive their significance ; unless one 
fealiaes ttie manifold divernty that distiDgiiiahes Jews 
in regard to political status, eoonomic wdfaie, and in- 
tellectual activity in different lands, and in regard to 
religions outlook even in the same land, one must fail 
to appraise local or tcansitoiy phenomena at their true 
worth and likewise to gnsp the pregnant import of a 
movement of world-wide compass. 

The purpose of this volume is, therefore, in the first 
place, to depict the variegated life of the Jewish people 
at the present day in all its intimacy and intensity, and 
/ secondly, to trace ^e evolution ihat is being produced 
by modem forces, or, in other words, to describe the static 
conditions of Jewry and then to analyse the effects of 
the dynamic forces to which they are exposed. The 
widest possible purview has been taken : the whole crowded 
map of Jewish life has been unfolded, surveyed, and 
described, with the help of such elucidations from history 
as are necessary to understand the present situation. 
First, a General Survey is presented, showing the dis- 
persion and distribution of Jewry in its countless mani- 
festations, its diversity of composition in political and 
spiritual respects, and the solidarity that unifies its 
disparate elements. Then follow hve main sections, in 
each of which a leading aspect of life is investigated — 
^e social, tiie political, the economic, the intellectual, 
and tlie religious. Under the Social Aspect are set forth 
the growth and constitution of the community, the 
characteristics and customs of the home, social life and 
amnnities, morality and philantfavopy, and radal and 
phydcal conditions* Under -the Political A^^ect are 
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rdated how one^lialf of the people acqohed dvil equality, 

how the other half is still suffering in bondage, and what 
services Israel has rendered to so many countries both 
m their govenunent and their defence. Under the £oon- 
ODBC A^>ectare reviewed thedigerantsphereBof commegdal, 
iodiistrial, and professional activity in which Jews are 
engaged, the contrasts of material welfare and predomin- 
ance of poverty, and the ceaseless curxents of migration 
from the lands of bondage to the havois of refnge. Under 
^ InteDectnal Aspect are considered the advance made 
by secular education among the Jews, the nature of 
their national intellectual products in modem times, 
and the oonthbationa tiiey have rendered to the pxpgreae 
and cnhore of hmnanity. Under the Religions Aspect 
are described their ecclesiastical organisation and ad- 
ministration, their traditional faith and observance and 
the growing divergences therefrom, and then the drift 
and apostasy that are assuming ever more alarming 
proportions Finafly, the resultant tendency of all tiie 
foregoing manifestations is examined under the National 
Aspect, the strength of the forces of assimilation and 
absoxption is contrasted with the inherent force of con- 
servaticMii, and Ihe realisation of the Zionist ideal is nxged 
as the most effective means of ensuring the perpetuation 
of Israel. 

A certain amoimt of overlapping has been inevitable 
in iSme ooaqmltion of tiiis book owing to the peculiar com- 
itodty of Jewish ]ife» but an endeavour has been made 

to restrict this duplication to the minimum. It has been 
found impossible to include all the innumerable phases and 
phenomena of the modem Jewish dispersion, nor would 
file restricted compass of this volume have pennitted 
such an eidiaustive and detailed record ; but I believe that 
I have brought within the covers of a single book the 
fullest description yet attempted of all the main aspects 
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and pioUenMi of Jewish life at the pment dajr. Refer- 
ences are given in footnotes to tiie more important sooroes 

that have been consulted, of which the Zeitschrift fur 
Demographic und StatisHk der Juden and the other publica- 
ticms of the Bedin Borean for Jewish Statistics deserve a 
qpedal meed at admowledgment, as witiioat tiiem the 
coUation of the latest vital statistics of Jews in different 
countries would have involved considerable labour. Al- 
though I cannot claim any personal experience of American 
conditions^ I have studied the development of Jewkh 
life in ^e New World in American books and newspapen 
for the last fourteen years and owe many items of informa- 
tion to tlie kindness of Mr. Bernard G. Richards, the Secretary 
of the New York Jewish Community, which I gladfy 
acknowledge here. 

The illustrations, with one mcoeptkm, consist of re» 
productions from the works of eminent Jewish artists, 
who, through different media, have depicted various 
phases of Jewish hfe in modem times. The one ex- 
ception has been made in favour of a photograph of 
the Bezalcl School in Jerusalem, which symbolizes the 
new spirit that has come over the Holy Land. The 
« diagram and map illustrating respectively the distribution 
and density of the world's Jewish popnlatkm have been 
prepared upon the basb of my figures and suggestions 
by Herr Da\is Trietsch, of BcrHn. 

In conclusion, I wish to express my cordial thaiiks 
to the Rev. S. Levy, M.A., fcur the scmpmlous care he 
has bestowed upon the reading of the proofo and for 
many valuable suggestions. 

I. C 

Augusi 19x4 
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JEWISH LIFE IN MODERN 

TIMES 

BOOK I 
A GENERAL SURVEY 
INTRODUCTION 

The complexity of Jewish Hfe — The dispersion of Jewry — ^The 
cause of dispersion — The diversity of Jewry— Its solidarity — ^Three 
main aspects to be examined 

MODERN Jewry presents so many aspects of com- 
peting interest that in attempting a comprehensive 
survey of its life and labom* one is faced by the 
difficulty of fixing upon a convenient point of departure. 
Its social life is moulded by reUgious observance and 
diversified by political forces ; its economic conditions are 
fashkmed by historic development and likewise affected by 
political mKm ; its intellectual products bear the impcess 
of racial characteristics and national experiences ; and its 
qtiritnal tendencies are governed not only by faith and 
tradition bnt also by the sore and snbtle influence of social, 
political, and intellectual developments ; whilst the alluring 
riddle of the future of the Jew — popularly styled *' the 
'Jewish question " — can only be solved, if solved at all, by a 
careful study of all these spheres of life and labour. But 
these various spheres are so closely intertwined with one 
another that it is difficult to investigate any one in strict 
isolatioa, and yet an orderly inquiry demands their separate 
treatment. We shall be in a better position, however, to 
emhark upon a detailed investigation of each sphere and to 
z 
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address ourselves to the question of the future if we pre- 
viously make a general survey of the vast and variegated 
world of Jewzy, notioig its main and laost distinctive 
characteristics. 

The tot impression conveyed by oar domain is the ez- 

v/^ tensire dispersion of its inhabitants, reaching from one end 
of the globe to the other. Nmnecoos as the Jewish com- 
munities are in Eastern Europe, nnmeroos as they also are 
in North America, neither one region nor the other must 
eclipse from onr sight the existence of countless other 
colonies in all parts of the world. In every country of 
Europe, in North and South Africa, in most of the countries 
in Asia from Palestine to Japan, in most of the populous 
centres of Australasia, and in many of the newly developed 
states in South America, there are communities, in compact 
masses or meagre clusters, which still preserve in vaf3ring 
degree a life distinct from that which surrounds them— 
treasuring the laws of Mount Sinai and hallowing thecustoms 
erf ancknt Judaea. In the swarming GhettidPohuid, where 
piety, pathos, and poverty comminc^ ; in the fashionable 
subu^ of Iteb and New York, Vinma and London, redo- 
lent of wealth and culture, in the ancient cities of Jerusalem 
and Damascus, Rome and Alexandria, and in the modem 
cities of Johannesburg and Buenos Ayres, Montreal and 
Melbourne ; on the banks of the Rhine, the Ganges, and the 
Missouri, and beneath the mountain ranqcs of the Andes, 
the Alps, and the Himalayas ; in the steppes of Siberia, the 
cave-dwellings of Tripoli, and the backwoods of Australia, 
in the mining camps of the Transvaal and the prairies of 
the Argentine ; in all these diverse centres of civilisation, 
old and new, great and small, refined and rude, scattered 
promiscnously over tlie face of the eartli, the prayers of 
" the chosen people " are still uttered in the language of the 
Psalms, and the memory of the ancestral deeds of glory and 
martyrdom is cherished with pride and celebrated with 
the rites of hoary tradition. 

The principal cause of this dispersion, which has now 

^ attained greater dimensions than at any previous period, 
has been persecution. The banishment of the Jews from 
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their own or their adopted home was the cause of their 
WAoderings in ancient and medieval times ; and political 
oppression in various forms is the chief motor force in their 
migrations at the praeat day. In point of numbers their 
ndgiatioii in modem timM, partlcalariy dmiog thb last 
fliirty years, far exceeds that of tlieir ptevious history, and 
it is attended by a tragedy not less poignant, if less violent, 
than that wbkh marked a medieval expulsion. In former 
times the tide of migration flowed from west to cast ; in our 
days it flows from east to west. The spirit of enterprise 
and adventure, which is chiefly responsible for the dis- 
persion of modem nations and the founding of their colonies, 
has manifested itself only in a minor degree in the annals of 
Israel. Occasionally it has combined with tiie force of 
persecution in directing the footsteps of the Jew away from 
those lands of liberty, England and the United States, most 
invaded by his oppnssed co-reUgkmists, to remoter havens 
of refuge in Argentina, Sonth Africa* and Australasia. But 
^8{^Qf enterprise, as the sole stinrahis of migration, has 
operated only among those who have long been settled in 
Western countries and who have been prompted by economic 
motives to try their fortunes in new and distant lands. 

Vast as is our domain, it is utterly lacking in homo- 
geneity. To the outward eye all Jews are alike, if not exactly 
in physical appearance yet by virtue of an indefinable racial 
trait, pervasive yet elusive. In reality, however, they are 
marked by a number of difiterenoes that shar^dy divide them 
into distioct classes. They are differences not merely (A 
social and political status, nor of reUgioas ritual and 
conlormitir, nor <tf spiritual tendenqr and intellectual 
omtloQle, nor of ooxdmunal organisation, nor of tlie 
appearance of the individual type, nor of assimilation 
to environment. The diversity is not confined to any one 
of these spheres or factors : it prevails in each and every 
one, and in combinations of all, in varying degrees. The 
resultant types baffle enumeration, and their number 
and complexity are increasing from year to year in pro- 
portion to the advance of emigration, education, emanci- 
patjoPt and asaimilatian. Thechief line of divisioot roughly 
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separating the Jews of the East from those of the West, may 
be drawn in a semicircle across the map of Europe, \nth 
Libau and Tangier as the extremities of the diameter. The 
Jews of the East, living mostly in lands of oppression and 
primitive developmeat* are distinguished by their religious 
and intellectual conservatism ; the Jews of the West, in- 
cluding those of the Southern Hemisphere, enjoy varying 
degrees of political liberty and display different degrees of 
religious and intdlectnal liberalinn. In addition to these 
taroad differences there is a diversity of attitude towards 
nationalist aspirations, and as each country is not only 
dilfcrentiated in many respects from other countries but 
also has its own quota of peculiar types, it is manifest enough 
that modern Jewry is not a homogeneous organism but an 
elaborately ditferentiated society, composed of disparate 
types and animated by conflictini^ tendencies. 

But despite this dispersion and diversity there is a bond 
of union. It is the racial sentiment, bom of the consdoas- 
ness of a common origin* a common history, and common 
sufferings* However acute the divisions may be on the 
merits d txthodaxy, or on the virtue of the Zkniat ideal 
they are kvdUed by the influence of the past which generates 
a spirit of solidarity, welding the disparate units into a har- 
monious whole. The racial consciousness is keenest in the 
religious Jew, but long after the prayers and rites of the 
Synagogue have ceased to make an appeal it still survives 
and can even be transmitted for a generation or two. In 
abnormal times, such as the outbreak of a massacre in 
Russia or of a riot in an Eastern country, it is evinced in the 
speedy dispatch of aid to the sufferers and in its pron^ in- 
vocation of Government intervention. Scattered among all 
the lands of the earth, withont a political centre or ^iritual 
oveilord* the Jews are united by a bond of radal aoKdarity . 
which Is tested and strengthened In times of need. / 



Modem Jewish Ule thus presents three main features*: 

extensive dispersion, diversity of composition, and soli- 
darity. Each of these features will now be examined more 
fully. 




CjEiAPT£R I 
DISPERSION AND DISTRIBUTION 

Number of Jews in the world and in each continent — Apparent 
multitude and real paucity in each country — The centre of gravity 
oi Jewry — The Russian Pide — Austria-Hungary, particularly 
Galicia — Germany, Turkey, Rumania, the British Isles, and the 
rest of Europe — Asiatic countries — Communities in Africa^— The 
Jem in America— The greatest Jewish city— SettlenMBtt in 



THE total number of Jews in the irorid at the pret^ 
day amounts approximately to 13, 500,000.* This is 
the highest figure that they have ever reached in 
their histor>% and yet it forms only about a hundred and 
twentieth of the entire population of the globe. Their 
numbers are thus out of all proportion to their prominence and 
significance on the stage of the world. Although Asiatic by 
origin, with a continiious history of three thousand years on 
Asiatic soil, they are mostly concentrated in Europe whither 
they gravitated after the downfall of Judsa in 70 c.£. In 
this cQntinent they number 10,068,435, three-foorths oi the 
total Jewish population, whibt in Asia they number onfy 
525,658. Tims, in the continent which gave them Wrth 



and which witnessed the first and highest efflorescence of 

their genius, the Jews are now represented by less than a 
twenty-fifth of their total number. In the New World, 
which Columbus discovered with their material aid in the 
year in which they were expelled from Spain, there are 
2,495,805, all of whom, save about 200,000, are inhabitants 
of the United States. In Africa there are 414,246, and in 
Australasia 19,415. 

The most notable feature in their distribution over the 

> See Appendix I» " Jewidk Pofmlatiim Statitticf.'* 

s 
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earth's sarftice Is the imeveiiiiess of density. In some 

regions there are compact aiid congested commn^ 

seem whoOyconqxMed of Jews; is others the appearance of 

a Jew Is sufficiently rare to be a curiosity . This phenomenon 
is not confined to any particular continent ; it is character- 
istic of nearly every country' in the world. The grep^arious- 
ness of the Jews, apart from historical and psychological 
considerations, has given them a position of prominence on 
the stage of the world far exceeding that proportionate to 
their numbers. For even in the countries in which their 
numbers are highest, Russia and Austria-Hungary, they 
form less than five per cent of the total population ; but 
their residence Is most!)^ confined to a eomparatively small 
part of either coontiy, uriiere political and Industrial lile Is 
most vigorous, and where piriilic opinion is keenest, and 
hence their compact solidity in these busy, pulsating centres 
conveys an impression of numerical magnitude which is 
utterly belied by their real paucity. In Western Europe 
too, and in the United States, the Jewish population bears 
an even smaller proportion to the general populLition, vary- 
ing from a quarter to three per cent ; but here likewise it 
is largely confined to the capitals and the great cities, whose 
local problems bulk upon the national horizon to an inor- 
dinate extent, and whose Jewish inhabitants seem to those 
who mould public opinkm to reflect a sbnUar popakmsness 
throughout the country. In addition to this physical 
crowding Into the main centres of national life there are 
special drcumstances that make the Jews seem far more 
numerous than they really arc, namely, the inevitable pro- 
minence ot a different racial type, and their participation 
and success in callinjcrs, such as the law, politics, the stage, 
the press, and the stock exchange, which enjoy an undue 
measure of public attention. 

The centre of gravity of modem Jewry is in the Russian 
Pale o£ Settlement, which contains six million Jews. This 
region b situated between the Baltic Provinces and the 
shorn of the Black Sea ; it comprises the ten provinces of 
the Kingdom of Fidand and fiftenprovinoes of Lithuania, 
White Russia, Sootli-Westani and SouthemRnssia; andtt 



Digiliztxi by 
4 



DISPERSION AND DISTIOBUTION 7 



has aa area of 360,000 square mike, irtikh ie equal to three 
tiinee tbe sise of the United Kingdoin. As constitiited to- 
day the Fafe was establishad in 1835 ; itbanexpansiooofa 
snudler region that was delimited in 1769 for the restricted 

residence of the Jews ; while the policy of isolation which it 
embodies was first put into practice by the Muscovite 
Government in the sixteenth century. The history of the 
Jews in this country, however, goes back to the earliest 
times. According: to Armenian and Gregorian historians, 
they were deported by Nebuchadnezzar to Armenia and the 
Caucasus after the destruction of the funt Temple, in 586 b.c. ; 
and their influiaice in the eighth century was sufficiently 
ioedby theco ttve r ai on to Judaism of the kmgdomdf the 
Cliaaai8» a pecfile inhahfting the regkm of tte 
YiatulaL, and the Dnieper* whoee independence lasted until 
969 JLD. Until the last quarter of the eighteenth centmy 
their numbers were comparatively few. The great mass of 
them came under the sway of the Tsar in consequence of 
the partition of Poland, whither they had fled for refiij^c in 
the Middle Ages from the chronic outbreaks of persecution 
in Western Europe, and where they had pursued their lives 
in peace, with little interruption, and even with a measure 
of communal autonomy . The change of ruler exposed them 
to the very dangers which had made their forefathers settle 
in Pdand, but the disturbed conditions of the time, com- 
bined with menunieB of the past and hopes for a brighter 
fntore, pteveoted any wholeBale migration back to the 
Western countries. Thus, the dismembennent o£ Poland in 
1795 placed half of the Jewish race under Russian dominioo, 
and there it has remained unto the present day. 

The total number of Jews in the Russian Empire, ac- 
cording to the latest estimates (1905), was 6,122,127, which 
represents a percentage of only 4*6 of the total population. 
By far the greatest number, 93-9 per cent, live in the Pale, 
which occupies only a hfth of European Kussia and a 
twenty-fifth of All the Russias. The remainder, who are 
privileged to live outside it, consisting mainly of merchants 
of the fast guild, members of professions, and master 
artisans, nui^ber less than half a million* which is an 
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UH^nilicant proportion (-037 per cent) of the general 
population. But although the preponderating man of 
Roseiaa Jews live in the Pale^tbcy form oii]^iz*6 per cent — 
leu than a ninth— of the entire population of that itgiafi. 
This proportion, however, affords no exact indication ol the 
real conditions, as more than five oat of the dx millions are 
concentrated in cities and towns, in consequence of laws 
passed in 1882 and 1891 against the further settlement of 
Jews in rural districts. The con^^estion is thickest in the six 
north-western provinces, in which they form nearly 60 per 
cent of the urban population ; whilst even in the least con- 
gested districts, in Southern Russia, they represent a per- 
centage of aS'a. Berditchev, which has a Jewish popu- 
lation of 47,000 in a total of 53,000, a percentage of 87, 
enjoys the distinctiott of being the most Jewish town in the 
world. There are 4$ towns with more than xo,ooo Jewish 
inhabitants^^ of which only five are ontside the FiJe (Kiev, 
Riga, St. Petersburg, Rostov on Don, and Kharkov). The 
city containing the greatest number of Jews is Warsaw with 
308,488, whilst Odessa comes next with 170,000 and Lodz 
with 92,308. Thus, although the number of Jews in the 
Russian Empire is so small in proportion to the entire popu- 
lation that, if evenly distributed throughout the Tsar's 
dominions, their presence would be almost unnoticed, their 
forced aggregation in the towns of only one-fifth of Eiuropean 
Russia has produced an intensity ci communal life» pc^ 
served intact the <Mrthodox obaervanDO of leUgioos CQston» 
and the spirit of national coltoi^ and created permanent 
proUems of economic distress. 

In Anstria-Hungary the Jews present a similar pheno* 
menon of uneven distribution. Their total numbers are 
1.313.687 in Austria,* and 932,416 in Hungary, ^ forming a 
percentage of only 4 4 of the entire population. But two- 
thirds of the Jews in Austria are crowded together in the 
province of Galicia, where they form over 10 per cent of the 
population. In the province of Buikowina the proportion 

^ Di« sogialen I crhdUnisu der Ju<Un in Russland, p. 16. 

• Census of 1910. 

• Cumi otf 1910 {DU W$U, 17th January Z913). 
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Is a little his^, being nearly 13 per oent.^ The early 
liistoiy of GaEda bdongs to tlie kingdom of Poland, hence 
W6 naturally find there a great aggregation of Jews. In two 
towns of Galicia, Brody and lUiczacz, they form an absolute 
majority, and in ten they form the relative majority.* They 
also constitute more than a fourth of the inhabitants in 
seven towns in Hungary. ^ Their highest percentage (67-5) 
is in Brody, where, however, the total number of Jews is 
only 14,729. The highest number of Jews in any city in 
Anstria-Hungary is 203,687 in Budapest, where they form 
neaxfy a fourth of the inhabitants^ whilst in Vienna they 
number 175.318, and constitute less than a tenth of the 
inhabitants. Lemberg, Ciaoow; and Csemowits are the 
next three Jewish communities in point of siae ranging 
frwn 57.387 to «8,6i3. 

After Austria-Hungary comes Germany, with a Jewish 
population of 615,029,^ which forms less than one per cent 
of its entire numbers, and of which nearly one-fourth is 
found in the city of Greater Berlin (142,289)." In Turkey, 
which showed generous hospitality to the Jews upon their 
expulsion from mediaeval Spain, there are now, in conse- 
quence ci the recent loss of territory, only sibout 95,000,* 
mosQy concentrated in Constantinople. In Rumania 
there are 250,000, formiqg about 3*2 per cent of the general 
popolation. Here* as in Russia* they have been forbidden 
by kw to live in the countiy districts; they have been evicted 
from one village after another and cmnpdled to crowd into 
the towns. Hence, nearly one-half of their number are 
coop)ed up in the four cities of Buchnr^^st, Jassy, Botoschani, 
and Galatz, comprising half of the population in Jassy and 
Botoschani. In the British Isles, where a resettlement of the 
Jews took place under Cromwell after an absence of tliree 
centuries and a half, there are 270,000, representing a per- 
centage of *59 of all the inhabitants. Alore than half of 



< ZeiiscMfff§fSlaliMmklDmHtimpkisdtrJiidm, 19x1. 

« J bid. . 1 9 1 3 , p. 2a. • Iki4„ 1912, p. 136. 

* Census of 1910. 

' Zeitschrifi fur Statist ik und Demoi^raphie dcr Juden, I913, p. 12. 
•Estimate of "Alliance Israelite Uuiversclic." 
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them live m LQixlQQ.(i6o,oooy, and moce tbm a loartii in 
thft tlma cities ol Maocliestef; Jjotdtt and Livcvpool. Tbe 
total number of Jeivs in the United Kingdom, homver, is 
km tfaui that hi the one city of Wanaw. HoUanl whidi, 

Hkc Turkey, also welcomed fugitives from Inquisition-ridden 
Spain and Portuf^al, has 106,309, ^ — less than the number in 
Vienna — of whom more than half are confined to Amster- 
dam. France has 100,000, which is less than Odessa, and 
forms less than one-quarter per cent of the general fK)pu- 
lation, whilst more than half are confined to Paris. Italy 
has only 45,000, of whom 10,000 live in Rome ; Bulgaria, 
50,000, of whom one-fourth live in Sofia and Philippopolis ; 
fielginm, 15,000, of ^diom neaiiy ooe^hall are in Brussels 
(6500) ; and S wilmla nd has zg^oaa.* Greece, through its 
acqnisitiQn of Salonica and other Tnildsh towns, has noir 
about go,ooo Jewa, and Servia about z6,ooo, iMiib the 
nwMiinIng countries of Europe, Norway, Sweden, Deamaik, 
Spain, and Portugal have each less than 4000. 

The Jews in Asia number only 525,658, an insignificant 
fraction of the teeming millions in that vast continent. 
Less than a fourth (100,000) live in Palestine, whore they 
form 14-2 per cent of the general population, a hiirher propor- 
tion than is to be found in any other country in the world, 
not even excepting Poland, where they constitute 13*7 
per cent of the population. Fully ooe>half of the Jews in 
Palestine live in Jerusalem, where they con^prise half of the 
inhabitants. In Asia Mmor there are 60,000, ol whom 
nearly one-half live in Smyrna. In Asiatic Rossia there 
are zm,636; in S3ma and Mesopotamia, 100,000; in 
Persia, 40,000; in Arabia, 30,000; in Afghanistan, 
19,000 ; in India, 20,900, of whom more than a halt are 
in the State of Bombay; in China and Japan, 2000. In 
Palestine, Asiatic Russia, and Japan, the Jewish population 
is largely composed of European immigrants who settled in 
those countries in the latter half of the ninteeenth centvuy. 
In the other parts of Asia the Jews have iormed a constant 
element shice the early centuries of the current era, their 
first notable migration eastward from Palestine having been 

^Cmiii 011909. >CnMtQfi9ia 
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dM to dqpcKrtotkii after Ite doBtriKtk^ 
mm than two thrnnand yean ago. Tbe Jews of Codim 
ciaim to have oome to MiJabar from Jeraaloii aoon after 
its downfall in the year yo, whilst the derelict Jewish colony 

in Kai-Ptog-Foo has a tradition that Jews first entered 
China under the Han dynasty, during the reign o£ Uan 
Ming-ti, 58-76 c.E. 

The Jews in Africa number 414,246, of whom nearly 
300,000 inhabit the countries along the north coast. Their 
settlement in this region, irrespective of the period of 
bondage in the Egypt of the Pharaohs, took place two 
thousand 3rears ago. The communities are to be found at 
their deoseBt hi Moroooo, which, u believed to contain 
109^000 Jews* mos^ congregated In Mogador, Tetnan, and 
Taagier. In Algeria there are 70,t7Z, and in Tnnis, 65,213.^ 
In £gypt there are 50,000, of wlioBi more than fivMixtha 
are concentrated in Cairo and Alexandria ; and in Tripoli 
and Cyrenaica, 19,000. Abyssinia contains an ancient 
community, who trace their history back to the davs of the 
Temple and their origin to the visit paid by the Queen of 
Sheba to King Solomon. Their numbers have been esti- 
mated by Dr. Jacques Faitlovitch, who has made several 
explorations of the country since 1904, at 50,000.^ In the 
iMig^iiboaring territory of the East African Protectorate there 
is a small coloay of fifty Jews, who have recently immigrated 
thither either direct froin Etirope or from South Africa, 

In South Afrka itself there la a thriving commimity of 
So^tOOO, owsiating almoet entirely of kmnigrants from 
Europe and their descendants, of whom a third are con- 
centrated in Johannesburg and Cape Town. The founders 
of this community made their way to the Cape in the 
early part of the nineteenth centur\', and were pioneers in 
the industrial development of nearly the whole interior 
of the country.^ The great influx of Jews into this region, 
bowever, did not take place until the otttbceak of persecur 

* Zeitschrift fur Demographic der Juden, tqtt, p. 4iL 

' Dr. J. Faitlovich, Quer durch Ahessinien, p. 173. 

' Cf. " Jewish Pioneers of South Africa," by Sidney Mendelssohn, in 
Transactions of the j$wisk Historical Society of England, vol. vii. pp. 
tto-205. 
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ticms in Russia, in the ea^ dignities, and they are now to 
be loond in hnndieds of towns tfarooghoot IMtish Sooth 
Africa, extending from the coast to the furthest o u tposts 
in the interior. 

^ The Jews in America number 2,495,805, and form the 
feecond largest continental aggregation, i heir connexion 
with America began even before its discover\% for they 
were the authors of astronomical works and scientific 
instruments that helped Columbus to direct his course, 
they supplied a great deal of the money that made his 
voyages possible, and at least five persons of Jewish Uood 
accompanied him on his first voyage. It is even now 
conjectured that Colnmhus himself was of Jewish blood. 
The coinddenoe of his discovery of the New Wodd with 
the expulsion of the Jews from Spain seems as obvious an 
act of Providence as any that historians can demonstrate. 
The phenomenon has often been noted by those who have 
chronicled the wanderings of Israel, but the first to refer 
to it was Columbus liimself in his journal, a letter written to 
his Jewish patron, Sant angel. The coincidence, striking 
as it is. should not blind us, however, to the fact that Jews 
contributed in brains and money to the discovery of their 
new land of refuge. Moreover, one of their number, Luis 
de Torres, who accompanied Columbns as an interpreter, 
is believed to have been the first European to tread the 
soil of America. 

The first migration of Jews to the New Woild took 
place at the beginning of the sixteenth centmy , when exiles 
from Spain s^tled in Brasfl, Mexico, Peru, and othw 
parts of South America. A hundred and fifty years later 
the descendants of other exiles, who had fled to Holland 
and built up the important community of Amsterdam, 
emigrated to New Amsterdam, and formed the nucleus of 
the still more important and numerous community of 
New York. The wars in Central Europe in the eighteenth 
century, culminating in the partition of Poland, drove 
another host ol emigrants, mostly from Germany and 
Poland, across the Atlantic. But all these Eu o c es slve 
migratloos, even down to the middle of the nineteenth 
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oeatmy, did not conirilmte any vtry oooBldenble addition 

to the population. Not until 1882, when an epidemic of 
massacres broke out among the Jews in Russia, did the 
volume of emigration attain imposing dimensions. From 
that year down to the present day the tide of Jewish 
emigration from Eastern Europe has flowed without pause, 
increasing in strength with every fresh outbreak of per- 
secution. Before the eighties the Jewish popolation of 
America was leas than half a million : it now amonnts to 
more than four times that nunber. 

The inequality that marks the distribution of the Jews 
in the Old Worid also ehazacterises their settlement in the 
New Worid. The overwhelming hoik live in the United 
States, while smaller commtmities have developed in 
Canada, Argentine, Mexico, and some of the southern re- 
publics. In the United States the Jewish population may be 
estimated at 2,300.000 souls, ^ nearly half of whom are con- 
tained in a single city — Greater New York. This city, with 
its aggregation of a million Jews, possesses the largest 
Jewish community in the world, and likewise the largest 
known in the entire annals of history. The dimensions 
of the vast cokoay may he appreciated from the fact that it 
contains as many Jews as the next five largest centres pot 
together, maaxfy, Warsaw, Budapest, Giicago, Vienna, and 
Odessa. At present the Jews form a littie more tlum a 
lomth of the general population in New Yorir, and while 
there is no doubt that their absolute numbers will steadily 
increase, it is also very probable that with their superior 
fecundity they will soon surpass their present ratio to the 
general population. There are several other cities, too, 
with big Jewish communities : Chicago has 200,000 ; 
Philadelphia, 150,000 ; Boston, 75,000 ; Qeveland, 60,000 ; 
and Baltimore, 50,000. In Canada there are 74,564, 
neariy half of whom are concentrated in Montreal,' while 
a3,5oo live in Toronto, and 14,000 in Winnipeg* In the 
Argentine there are 100.000, of whom 34,000 are settled in 
the agrkndtnrd colonies estahlished hy the Jewish 

* Sec Appendix I. 

* Census of X9XI {Canadian JtmUk Times, 14th March 1913)* 
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tkm A»odatk)ii» tad the remainder m in Buenos Ayree 
and other cities.' Mextoo has tmAy 101,000 Jem, Caba 
4000, and Bm^ 3000, while smaller numbers are dis- 
persed in Jamaica. Dutch Guiana, Venezuela, Chile, and 
other southern states. 

Australasia, the last of the continents to be colonized, 
contains only 19,415 Jews, of whom 2128 are inhabitants of 
New Zealand. The largest community is that of Sydney, 
whidi has 6355 Jews, while Melbourne comes next with 
5500. In Perth there are xioo, and the numbers in the 
other towns are even smaller. The settlement of the Jews 
in Australasia began in fht eaily part of the nineteenth 
centuiy, but it did not attain fonsiderabie pi'opof tknis 
in leladon to local conditiotts until the disoovay of 
gold in x9sx. The earliest immigrants originated from 
England, and most of the subsequent settlers also pro- 
ceeded from this country, including of late years some 
Russian Jews, who, finding no prospects of improvement 
here, sailed for the Antipodes. 

^ /mpM Ckimiek, n^nUj 1914. 
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CHAPTER II 
DIVERSITY OF COMPOSITION 

Diversity the result of dispersion — The main difference dis- 
j tingTiishing the Jews of the East from those of the West—The 
vigour and complexity of Jewish life in the West — Diffcrcuces be- 
tween Eastem and Watem Enropfi Clinficleristki of Bastm 
Europe — ReSlgioos tendencies in Western Europe and Aaierica ■■ 
Tvmism and other fomis of NatJonaliet —piration Fotoee of 
dienlatkai t tn aoooomic, polttleal^ 8oda^ and inteOeotiMa lib 

THE great diveisity that chanu:terues modem 
Jewry is the natoral result of its dispecsioii 
tfafouglioiit the glohe. Although united by 
oemnmiiity <rf religioii anid culture^ the Jews present 
notable differences of physical type and intdlectual ten- 
dency. This differentiation is produced by the influence 
of their several envirortments, which vary^ from one another 
in physical, political, and intellectual conditions, and effect 
corresponding variations among their Jewish denizens. 
But the Jews of any particular country, although exposed 
to the same general influences, are not moulded into a 
uniform pattern. Having settled in the land at difimnt 
periods, and having brought from then: previous homes 
I difaent nu)de8 of 1& and different diQgrees of conservatism* 
they lesist the sunronnding influences with unequal will 
and strength and exhibit varying grades of asshnilatlQa 
I to the general population. In each individual country, 
therefore, there is a scries of classes or types of Jews, 
' shaded off from one another, and thus the multiplicity of 
' types in the world forms an almost endless series, 
j The main difference is that which distinguishes the 
Jews of the East ixom those of the West, though these 

»5 
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tenns must not be taken in a strictly geographical aenae. 
The Jews of the East are those living in the coontries of 
Asia, North Africa, and Eastern Europe. Settled in lands 
that have known little or no progress for the last tub 
thousand years, cat off from the stimulating forces of 

^modern thought and civilization, they have remained for 
the most part in the same stage uf culture as their remote 
ancestors. The Jews of Asia Minor, Persia, and Arabia, 
probably differ in physiognomy only in a faint degree from 
the contemporaries of Judas Maccabaeus, while those 
settled along the southern shore of the Mediterranean can 
also have undergone little change owing to their living in 
compact, congested communities. From the days when 
the Rahbis of the schools of Babykn mapped out minutely 
the rdigioos life ol the Jew, these Eastern oonummities 
have shown unswerving loyalty to Talmndic law and 
traditional custom. Only once, in the eighth century, did 
a revolt break out against the Rabbini^ code, but the 
sectarians, who proclaimed their adhesion to the letter of 
the Scriptures and are known as Karaites, were never ! 
numerous. Their numbers are estimated at the present 
day at 12,000, of whom 10,000 are in Russia. But the 
bulk of eastern Jewr>' remained stationary and stagnant, 
save for its natural increase, until aroused from its long 
slumber fifty years ago by the educational efforts of the 
"Alliance Israelite Universelle," supplemented later by 
the Anglo-Jewish Association and the ** HUfmrein der 
deutschen Juden." 

Quite a different spectacle ii presented by the Jews of 

«^the West, who have continuoa^ ^spiajped intdQectual 
activity for the last twelve hundred years. Not only have 
they produced a voluminous literature of theology, poetry, 
and philosophy, besides works of travel, history, satire, 
and imagination, but even in the days of political out- 
lawry they distin.Ljuishcd themselves as devotees of science, 
particularly in the realm of medicine, astronomy, and 
mathematics. At the present day, in every country of 
Western Europe, in America, and in the British possessicnis^ 
Jews aie particqiating m the general life of their envinn* 
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t, in its social ai^ pafitical a&iis, its industrial and 
iai activity, ahd its inteUectnal aspiratioiis. It is 
|DBt because their share in the nati<mal lifa of their coimtiy , 

e8pe<:ially where they enjoy complete emancipation, has 
developed to such a high degree, that a complexity has been 
wTou^ht in their own life. Moulded by an infinitude 
of competing influences in their several centres, despite 
their inherited instincts and ideas, they acquire a varied 
outlook upon Judaism, develop differences of religious 
creed and conformity and maintain different views upon 
their duty towards their race and upon its destiny. 

'"An exhaustive enumeration of all the types and tend- 
odes among Western Jewiy would be inqrassiUe in a 
pretiminary sorv^ : the utmost that can be attempted 
is to trace the main fences making eitiber for the abscfptkm 
or the preservation ol the race. Such a survty is best 
conducted from east to west, from Eastern liurupe, where 
political bondage has caused the social isolation of Je\vry, 
to Western Europe and other parts of the world where 
political equality has been followed by a liberal inter- 
mingling with non-Jews. By Eastern Europe is meant 
primarily the Russian Empire, in wbkh, with insignificant 
exceptions, Jews are denied the ordinary rights of citizen- 
ship and are confined to the Pale of Settlement. The 
eidnsiop d the Jews from pc^tical and dvic life, on the 
one haad» and their aggr^ation in towns in which tiiey 
lonn the majority, 00 the other hand, have had the hi- 
evitable effect of Intensifying their commimel Hie and 
strengthening their solidarity. They have produced a 
Jewish environment in a non-Jewish land, an environment 
affording most of the essential conditions for a strict 
observance of religious rites, for the preservation of ancient 
traditions, the fostering of a separate culture, and the 
puisuit of distinctive ideals. They have contributed to 
the development of a modem Jewish literature, press, and 
drama, to the maintenance of separate schools and libraries, 
to the fonnation of coontless societies lor intellectual or 
phflanthropic purposes, and even to the creation of specifi- 
cally Jewiiih industries. The atmosphere thus created in 

2 
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the Roasian Pile is leprodoced in the neighbonriog tenitoiy 
of Galicia ; it previJis likewise in Rmnaaia and Turkey, 
and it is also found, in greater or less measofe, modified 

by liberal c(jnditions and tinctured by the local spirit, in 
the great Ghettos that have ariscu in Western Europe and 
America. 

This atmosphere is permeated and dominated by the 
sentiment of religion : it fills a world that revolves about 
an axis of orthodox faith, whose poles have been hxed 
by the laws of the Talmud. Not all the inhabitants of 
this world are attached with equal fenronr to the ancient 
traditions, hut all axe under the inflqence of the spirit of 
Rabbinical Judaism which has hdd dominion in their 
midst ior more than a thousand years. The most orthodox 
regulate every day in their lives, from the cradle to the 
grave, by the minute and comprehensive laws of the medi- 
aeval codex, the Shulchan Aruch (" Table Prepared "), 
based and elaborated upon the decisions of the Talmud, 
which, in turn, are derived from the laws of Moses. Settled 
though the Jews have been in Poland, Lithuania, jm} 
Galicia, for hundreds of years, their minds are still steeped 

^ in the lore of their ancestors who hved in Babylon in the 
early centuries after the destruction of the Temple* To 
them the traditions handed down by their ancestors are 
as dear and as divine^ insjAred as the commandments 
thundered forth from Sinai. Th^ stady them, and aU 

^ancient Hebrew literature embodying them, with touching 
piety ; they initiate their children into religious rites from 
their earliest lisp ; and they hold the day imperfect on 
which they have not uttered a hundred benedictions. 
Three times a day they turn their faces towards Jerusalem, 
their prayers re-echoing with the yearning for the coming 
of the Messiah and the rebuilding of Zion. 

As we travel westward we reach a more temperate 
sone, which merges in places even into frigidity ; but ao 
complex is the diversity of modem Jewry that even in 
lands that have witnessed the furthest extreme of reform, 
such as Germany and the United States* there are numerous 
stronghdds ai orthodoxy. The general feature that 
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dstiagiix^ies Western Jewiy is moderatioii in devotkni 
and in the observance of traditional cnstoms. The pre- 
valent and growing tendency, due to social and economic 
•forces^ is to divorce religious practice from daify life, to 
eichide the former more and more from the home and to 
confine it to the synagogue. The synagogues are more 
imposing and ornate than in the East, but, except for New 
Year and the Day of Atonement, they mostly present a 
doleful array of deserted benches. In matters of ritual 
Western Jewry is divided into Ashkenazim or " German," 
and Sephardim or " Spaniards," a distinction which dates 
from medisval times, when Germany and Spain formed 
the two most important centres of Jewish life and which 
consists, apart from the question of ritual, in a d iff er ent 
{ranmciation of Hehtew and different intonation of the 
prayers. ( In matters of principle, Western JewTy is divided 
into two camps — Orthodoxy and Reform-— the divisioD 
being based on a difference of conception of Israel's destiny. 
The Orthodox regard the dispersion of Jewry as a divine 
punishment for past transgression, and they believe in the 
coming of a personal Messiah and in the restoration of 
Israel to Palestine. The Reformers, on the other hand, 
regard dispersion as Israel's hnal lot and as the divinely 
appointed means for umversalizing the teachings of Juda- 
ism. These differences of principle are reflected in the 
ritual and other external forms, hut neither Orthodoxy nor 
Relbnn ptesents an aspect of complete nniformity. In 
leoent years a new development of the Reform school has 
arisen nnder the name of liberal Jndaism» a movement 
which has made further sacrifices of traditional rites and 
provides services in the vernacular on Saturday afternoon 
or Sunday morning for those who cannot or will not attend 
the synagogue on the Sabbath. 

The conflict of views upon the destiny of Israel is also 
reflected in the varying attitude towards the Zionist move* 
ment, which aims at re-establishing Jewish national life 
in Palestine. Zionism draws the greatest proportion of 
its f oUowers from the Orthodox camp, hot there are many 
hi it who axe opposed to Zaotdm en the groond that the 
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restoration of Israel to the Holy Land must await the 
advent of the Messiah ; while there are Reformers who, 
though discarding the belief in a Mft»iah, look upon the 
regeneration of Judaea as the best means ol folMiog the 
Jewish misnoii. In this cra^-dsviskm we may sole that 
the two princ^ lances hi the cooscnratloii of Jndaisiii 
are the orthodox synagogue and the Sooist movement. 
The synagogue is a passive force, which is heing slowly 
and subtly undermined by the adverse influences of Western 
civilization ; the Zionist movement is the uiily active force 
which is endeavouring to counteract these corroding 
influences. ^ There are two other forms of nationalist 
aspiration of a feebler character. The one is the theory 
propounded by the Russo- Jewish historian, Dubnow, that 
national Jewish culture and autonomy should be developed 
in the varioiis lands of dispersion, a theoiy which fails to 
take into acooont the divcne and adverae influences 
exercised hjr varied envirooments^ resulting hi different 
types of Judaism. The other tepdency is emhodicd in 
the ahn of the Jewish Territorial Ofganisatkm to found a 
home for the Jewish people in any land on the face of the 
earth. This Ortianization, created in 1905 by seceders 
from the Zionist movement, at a time when the world 
re-echoed with the groans of the victims of Russian pogroms, 
found much sympatln- and support at first ; but its quest 
for a land has so far been fruitless, and its positive activity 
has been limited to the transplanting of ten thousand 
Russian emigrants vm Galveston to the United States. 

Opposed to the agencies consciously striving far the 
conservation of Jewry are innumerable forces woridqg for 
its dissohition. In eveiy conntiy hi tiie Western world 
there is an open advocacy ol the doctrine of ai«intllati< 
that Jews should regard themsdves as distinguished from 
their fellow-citizens merely in respect of religion, but that 
otherwise they should merge them'-elves completely in the 
general life of the nation in whose midst they dwell. The 
practice of this doctrine, often preached from radical 
pulpits, inevitably leads to mixed marriages and apostasy. 
But the forces ot dissolution operate lor the most part 
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VBeoDaaaoafy : they aiise from the very nature of the 
environment, which, impregnated with the spirit of science 
and dooniiated by iadnstiial oompetitioii, it iirimical to 
fbe cuhhratioo ol an Oriflntal &iUL^ Even the Jews in 
Eastern Europe are abo ea q wsed to cocrodiiig ioflnencei, 
for political pefsecution drivaa them to w&ek refuge in 
baptism or else to remove their liomes to a land where 
man's highest energies arc devoted to the amassing of 
wealth. Thus the soul of Israel among the nations is 
nowhere immune from insidious assault. The exigencies 
of the economic world react upon all strata of Jewr}', and 
cause widespread neglect of the Sabbath. The attractions 
of the political and the distractions of the social world 
influence those of comfortable material status, who seek 
further outlets for their ambition, and in the process they 
gradually become estranged from the aynagogne and 
aometinies^ even in the comae of e generation or two, 
from their faitib* • 

But more subtle and penetrating in its effects than all 
these forces is the general intellectual atmosphere of the 
cotmtries of dispersion. Bom in the homelands of modem 
civilization, reared in Western schools and universities, and 
nurtured upon non-Jewash lore, the Jews tend to become 
alienated from their own historic culture. Their thoughts 
and ideas are apt to be inspired and fashioned less by the 
intellectual traditions of their race than by the intellectual 
agencies of then: native land; and the less of Judaism th^ 
have imbibed in their youth the more eadly axe they 
moulded into the pvevalent national type. This spiritual 
metamorphoBis, aided and inqpeUed by countless unseen 
forces, precipitates the detachment of Jews from their race 
and faith and their gradual absorption by the nations. Nor 
do they remain mere passive creatures of their environment, 
but actively assist in moulding it anew. In science and art, 
in literature and politics, in music and the drama, and in 
various spheres of the academic world, their achievements 
are xeokarkable not only in relation to the short time they 
have engaged in Ein-opean culture^ but in virtue of their own 
intrinsic worth. They are among the keenest and most 
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trenchant critics of literature, among the most fertile com- 
posers and brilliant executants of music ; among the 
>i»?Hing specialists in medical science, and the doughtiest 
^K«>inp'^w» of political and ethical movements. / And the 
thoroughness with which they have thrown themselves into 
the intellectual tement of modem tunes is evidenced by 
the fact that the Jewish origin of many celebrities often 
passes ntinoticedi so utterly denuded is their woric of any 
element reminiscent of thdr ladal descent, religious Mth, 
or historic culture. 
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CHAPTER III 
SOLIDARITY 

The springs of solidaxity, and its forms of exptssstoiv— The 
growth of the oommmiity and its i]istitiitioii»— The cultivation of 
golidarity — The work of philanthropic associations — ^Thc National* 
ist movemeiit — The potentialitins of solidarity aad its limitatioiis 

AMID the welter of conflicting movements and 
divergent tendencies that chanbcterisemodemjewiy, 
there fe one unifying element : the sentiment of 
0olidarity. Not only among those langnlshing in the lands 
of pecsecntion, bat aJso among those thriving in the lands of 
freedom, the feeling still prevails that ''all Israel afe 
brethren." The strength of this feeling is a witness to the 
continued vitality of the historic consciousness in this age of 
increasing assimilation ; its universality is a consequence 
and a reflection of the world-wide dispersion of Je\vry. The 
concrete form in which it is normally manifested is the 
spontaneous organization of communities in whatever part 
of the globe Jews may settle. The special forms in which 
it finds expression are the measures adopted tor the relief 
of distress and the defence of Jewish intereats, and, most 
notably, in the projects laundied lor the solution of 
the Jewish Qnettkm. 

The s i mplest and commonest form of Jewish solidarity 
is the organized community, which will be found in any 
town containing even a handful of Jews. The motor force 
in its organization is the desire for public worship, which 
cannot be properly conducted according to religious law 
without a minimum of ten adult males. The primary force 
is thus religious, and its external expression gradually 
. materialiaea into a Synagogue. This institution fonns the 
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pivot and centre of communal life thro\i;;hont Jcwtv, and 
its establishment is followed by the growth of a cluster of 
other institutions, each answering some definite social need 
or aspiration : a school for the education of the young in 
the tenets of Judaism and the Hebrew language, a comr 
mittee or board of guardians for the rdief of ^ poor, a 
society for the furtherance of Jewish knowledge by lectures 
and debates, and for the provision of social entertainment. 
• An indispensable adjunct of every community is also a 
separate cemetery consecrated for the reception of the 
dead. The town communities are often linked togetlu r by 
association with a central body in the metropolis, either for 
religious or secular purposes, particularly in the Western 
world. The religious body acts as the ecclesiastical 
authority, the secular body as the guardian of civil and 
political interests. Some communities contain such an 
abundance and elaboration of institvtiooi, answering not 
onl^ to a variety of tendencies and rites in the rsUgious 
domain, and to eveiy oonoehrable social, philanthropic, and 
inteDectual purpose, but also to separate industrial and 
professional interests, and to rival political aspirations, 
that they form complete social oif;anibins in themselves. 

Cognate in orii^in. allied by the same traditions and 
customs, these communities qive to modern Jewry the 
semblance of a vast network uf autonomous settlements. 
The enlightened Jew, in whatever part of the globe he may 
livCf is conscious of this world-wide dispersion. He has 
acquired this consciousness from hia earliest youth, with 
his initiation into the histoiy of his people ; nay, from his 
early cfaOdhood, wImh he fot heard stories of their pera&- 
cution in barbarous lands told in hiKlied breath at the 
iuaSfy hearth. The knowledge is fostered by his press, 
which takes as its spliere of interest the conditions of Jewry 
throughout the world ; it is stimulated by contact with 
fellow-Jews arrivincf from other lands ; it is sustained by 
the frequent dispersion of the members of a single family, 
particularly from Russia, to all comers of the globe. The 
average Jew of to-day, therefore, has a wide range of 
interests^ an extensive area of vision. His sympathy finds 
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points of contact in every latitude ; bis moital horifon en- 
compasses the whole globe. 

But there are more concrete and snbstantiai media for 
the manifcatatioo and cnltivatkn of solidaiity. They 
consist in the great pbiianthropSc assodations loimded by 
the Jews of the West for the benefit of their brethren in 
the East, and, above all, in the organization aiming at the 
restoration of Jewish national life in Palestine. The philan- 
thropic associations are to be found in all the great capitals 
of Europe, and their activity is confined for the most part 
to ameliorating the inteUectual and economic conditions of 
the Jews in Eastern Europe and the Orient. Earliest in 
foundation was the " Alliance Israelite Universelle," which 
was established in i860, in Paris, to relieve the social misery 
and intdkctnal stagnation of the Jews in the Near East, 
brought to light by the ritual murder accusation of Dam- 
ascus. Its plan d operation was to found schods in which 
the children should receive a modem training to equip 
them for the battle of life. Eleven years later the Anglo- 
Jewish Association was established in London to aid in 
this work, and soon after the " Israelitische Allianz " was 
formed in Vienna to deal similarly with the needs of the 
swarming populace of Galicia. The most recent foimda- 
tion is the " Hilfsverein der deutschen Juden " of Berlin, 
which not only aims at iminroving the conditions of the 
Jews of the East, but also protects and assists the hosts d 
Rufwian emigrants who yeariy pass through Germany hi 
quest of a land of refuge. The activity d these bodies is 
solely philanthropic, but it assumes soimeirtiat ol a politioal 
eoloaiing wbm the lives and property of tiieir countless 
wards are threatened by riots or persecution, for then they 
solicit the goodwill of their respective governments on 
their behalf. But this political activity — ^if such it may be 
called — is prompted solely by a crisis, and it is wholly con- 
fined to overcoming the crisis. Richer in resources and 
wider in its area of activity is the Jewish Colonization 
Association, which owes its existence and its funds entirely 
to one man. Baron Maurice de Hirsch. Founded in Paris, 
m z69Z« for the lelsef of the Jews in Bassia fay settlii^ 
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in agiicultural colonies in Argentina, it soon expanded in 
scope, establishing fanasteads in North and South America, 
undertaking the supervisioii of the colonies in Palestine 
created fay Banm Edmood de Rothschild, and adopting 
various practical measures for improving the status of the 
J ew8 in Eastern Europe and the neigfahooring lands of Asia. 

The most impressive manifestation of solidarity is 
afforded by the Zionist movement, which aims at re- 
storing Jewish national life in the Holy Land. It is the 
only movement of a political character which binds the 
scattered members of Israel together. Its ideals, espoused 
in ev^ery conntr\^ of the world, provide the only common 
platform upon which Jews of different environment 
and npbringing can meet, for they are directed not 
to the amelioration of any section hut to the advance* 
ment of the welfare of the whole people. The Zionist 
Coomsses have contributed more to enabling Jews of 
different lands and languages to understand one 
^and to levelling down environmental prejudices than any 
other factor in modem times. By rousing the historic 
consciousness, by promoting!: the use of Hebrew as a spoken 
language and fostering its literature, by bringing the vision 
of a regenerated Jud.nea from the mystic region of Messianic 
ideals to the terrestrial sphere of modern politics, and by 
focusing effort upon the practical rejuvenation of Palestine, 
Zionism has contributed in an unparalleled degree to the 
strengthening of racial solidarity. Its of^pring, the 
Jewish Territorial Qiganisatian, iHnch aims at fimilag a 
land of refuge anynrfiere* is also an expression of solidarity, 
but its main activity is that of an emigration agency, and 
hence it more properly bdongs to the philanthropic 
category. 

Apart from the regular work performed by these various 
associations, exceptional measures of relief have to be 
adopted from time to time. The Je\nsh people are 
peculiarly exposed to chronic catastrophes — a pogrom in 
Russia, a fire in a Turkish Ghetto, or a famine in the Holy 
Land ; and the cry of distress that then rings through 
the Western world finds immediate ceqMQse. If funds are 
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wanted, they are sent quickly and liberally ; if political 
protection is needed, it is immediately soogfat from the 
Government that has the greatest influence in the country 
affected. So promptly do the leaders of Western Jewiy 
act that a tliieatened disaster is often averted, and how* 
ever great and urgent the demand for monetary aid may be 
they can easily satisfy it. In acts of charity they are 
unsurpassed, exercising unsleeping vigilance over their 
brethren in bondage, but they have not yet learned that 
prevention is better than cure. No practical attempt 
has yet been made to unite the various organizations in 
order to devise measures for diminishing the possibility of 
misfortunes in the future. Co-operation of a certain kind 
does, indeed, take place, espedali^ in regard to the educa- 
tional work hi the East and the protection of the emigrants 
who wander across half the globe in search of a home. 
International co nfe rences have also been held, in Paris, 
Berlin, Frankfort, and Brussels, but they were summoned, 
with one exception, to deal with an urgent crisis — a mass- 
acre in Russia, a sudden exodus from Rumania. They 
fulfilled their function, they afforded temporary measures 
of relief, but they achieved nothing permanent. The only 
attempt, at Brussels in 1906, to create a general organiza- 
tion comprising representatives of all the existing bodies, 
to deal with the chronic evils of the Jewish situation, 
pfoved abortive. The imaginative Anti-Semite has long 
babbled of an international Jewish ssnodicate hatduog 
dark, political plots, but little does he dream how Jews in 
authority recoil from the mere hint of a cosmopolitan 
organization. A scheme was actually proposed a few 
years ago for the creation of a standing committee of 
representatives of the philanthropic and political bodies 
of Europe and America, to meet at regular intervals, but 
it was received with scant sympathy in influential quarters. 
Even an alternative scheme, to facilitate rapidity of inter- 
communication and co-operation in cases of emergency, 
met with divided approval; and although it has been 
recently revived, the only result was a unian of some of 
the phikuDthnyfric organisations to cany out the relief of 
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the Jewish victims of the Balkan War. The obstacles 
to permanent concerted action exist partly in the personal 
fMskoT, and partly in the policy rq>resented by most of the 

^QrganizataoD8» that each country has its om individuai 
Jewish qwtfon whidi mutt be tdved aeparateiy and 
locallsr. The ool^ \»dy that has had tiM aagadty to 

irpevoelvte the otgaale ccimmrfiin of the Jewish pfdblems in 
varioiis lands of disperaioiit and which has pro|ected 
a solution upon a far-reaching scale, is the Zionist Organiza- 
tion. But the Zionists form only a fraction of the Jewish 
people, and their present resources are painfully meagre 
in relation to the stupendous task before them. A union 
of the ideals and policy of Zionism with the funds and 
influence of the philanthropic associations, aided by the 
combined capital of the great Jewish financial houses, 
woi^ pccfiride the most potent and promlring basis for 
acUeving a wpdoiy aohitkm of the Jewish question. But 
/practical m a nifrtatl n n ol catholic solidarity of aach 
'magnitodi^ embradng the sum total of Jewidi power and 
Jefi^h idealism, and consecrated to the reafisatkm of 
Israel's highest destinies, remains a dream of the future. 
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TIIE SOCIAL ASPECT 



INTRODUCTION 



A study of the Social Aspect must precede that of otJber aspects 
— ^Tbe sequence of social phenomena to be studied 



AVING made a survey of the far-spreading 



map of modern Jewry and considered its three 



A X. dominant features, we shall now pursue a 
series of detailed investigations into the main aspects of 
Jewish life, with a view to revealing more precisely and 
Intiinately the conditions which it assumes in different 
parts of the worid. Our fu»t inqaiiy will be into the 
Social Aspect, because this will take us hito the vay 
uddst and brart of the people themselves and make ns. 
famiWar with the human material which is variously 
moulded by the political and economic forces, and by the 
intellectual and relicjious influences, which will be con- 
sidered later. It is true that thq social conditions of the 
Jews are largely affected by political and economic cir- 
cumstances, and it might therefore be expected that the 
latter should be treated hrst ; but it will lead to a better 
ai^xreciation of both if we hrst study the lives of the 
Jews in their homes and conmiunities before examining 
their rdations to the State and to the question, of oceopar 
tion and fiveUhood. Moieover, owing partljr to the fact 
that many features of their social life are fashioned primarily 
by religioas laws and traditions, and partly to the fact 
that over two and a half million natives of Eastern Europe 
have settled in masses in other parts of the world during 
the last thirty years, there is a greater and more widespread 
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uniformity in their social life — regarded in its widest 
sense — than in any other aspect of Jewish life. But al- 
though the Social Aspect has a just claim to be treated 
first, its exposition will inevitably be interspersed with 
references and allusions to other aspects so far as necessary ; 
for in Jewish hie all aspects are more or less closely inter- 
mingled and cannot he shut off into water-tight com- 
partments. 

In the ensuing survey we shall deal, first of all» with the 
constitQtion of the Jewbh coittmuiity, with the focces that 
have contributed to its development and detennined its 
particular character in different coontries, and inth the 

principal features that distinguish one community from 
another. We shall then describe the characteristics of the 
family, the features and customs of home life, philan- 
thropic activity, morality, social recreation, and, finally, the 
racial and physical characteristics oi the Jew. 
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CHAPTER I 



THE COMMUNIFY 



Tim cammaaity as the conservator ol Jewish life— Variatldat 
naaog modom commmiities — Fmotoa dBtvniiiing the character 
of aoonummity — Origin of Eastern communities and their character 

— ^Differences between Eastern communities — The voluntary 
character of Western communities — Their heterogeneity — ^Tho 
Western Ghetto— The Western Ghetto, a haii-way house 



HE corporate life of the Jewish people for nearly 



two thousand years has been founded upon a 



A communal basis. Exiled from the land in which 
they had developed their national hi&, and dispersed in the 
process of ages unto the four comers of the earth, they 
have succeeded in preserving most of the distinctive traits of 
a separate people. The snrvival.of these traits through an 
eadiesa cyde wanderings and persecutions is one of those 
strange phenoinena that chaflenge the anal^rtic power of the 
sdenHfic historian and that are popolariy attributed to the 
favour of Providence. But this riddle of the Jewish per- 
sistence can be explained by forces and factors of a human 
order. Those forces were twofold, internal and external. 
The internal force was the attachment to a religion whose 
innumerable prescriptions controlled and coloured the life of 
every day and necessitated close congregation ; the external 
force was the oppression which compelled the Jews to live 
In isolation in the various lands of their dispersion. In some 
ooontries the isolation was 00^7 sodalt dne to the prevalent 
of xeljgioQB prejudioe and the feudal system ; in othera it 
asBomed the form of a special Jews' quarter, or Ghetto, 
hoimded hy tall gloomy walls and harred by an iron gate« 
Wifhin the communities in which they thus dwelt, espedaHy 
in Central Europe, they eujo>cd a certain measure of 
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autonomy and consolidated thidr sodal oigaidsatioii. 
Tbey conserved their rel%kni8 rites and customs, they 
developed pertknlar institutions, and they kept alive the 

traditional culture, the racial consciousness, and the 
national genius of their people. 

As they have lived throughout their dispersion, so, for 
tiie most part, they live at the present day — in communities. 
These communities are, with very few exceptions, of an 
urban character ; those of a rural character comprise little 
more than a quarter of a million Je^ altogether. They 
exist in every part of the globe, forming; an integral factor 
in the social i^bac of different countries, and sometinies, in 
Eastern Europe^ occ ui yi n g the greater part ol a toiwn 
giving it its dominant ch scacter. In these settkmsDiik 
differing in external s iru c tur e and internal character, the 
specific life of Jewry manifests itself in countless forms and 
with var\ang intensity. WTiere the Jewish pulse beats most 
vigorously, there the people lead a life distinct from that of 
the surrounding nation, not merely in religious observance, 
but in every other sphere of human endeavour and aspira- 
tion. They conhne their social intercourse for the most part 
to themselves; they oiganize their own education, industries, 
and charities; pursue their own intellectual ideals, and 
combine oceasioiialljf lor seiMeienoa in the pffiitigal aiaoay 
though into their midst Inevitably penetrate echoes and 
dements d the national life around them* Even where 
J e wish life is at its lowest ebb theie wffl be found a synagogue 
which provides a bond of union among those who still wish 
to remain within the fold. Where there is no synagogue nor 
any attempt to provide a substitute there may, indeed, be 
Jews, but there is no Jewish life : the Jews become so 
many indistinguishable atoms in the general social mass. 

The most important factor determining the constitution 
and character of a Jewish community is environment, and 
next to this is the density of the Jewish populatiott. Either 
oi these factois is snffident in itself to engender a robust 
commnnal spirit ; where the two are combined, the ideal 
ccnditiooB are present lor a vigorooa co mm unal file in its 
rnBmH— ■ «a i w itft i tm # i rti i i « Idaat am loond 
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Ummghovt the lands of the East, in Asia and North Africa, 

as well as in Eastern Europe, where political despotism and 
religious fervour or fanaticism provide a favourable soil for 
separatist settlements. But in the lands of the West, whether 
in Europe, America, or the British Colonies, where the 
Jews enjoy civil and political freedom in varying degree 
and are not excluded by legal barriers from social inter- 
course with their neighbours, a certain compactness oi 
population alone can give substance and strength to coal* 
URinal life. Tbm, in the East the adhesion to septxate 
commiinities 18 mostly comp«]lsQKy» in the ^ 
vohmtary. Even in the countries of Central Enrope, whexe 
* the congregations axe under a sort d State snpervisioii, 
every Jew can please hims^ whether he joint one or not. 

In the lands of the East the communities owed their 
establishment to differences of religion, to the sentiment 
of national separateness, and to the position of political 
servitude, to which, with occasional intervals of clemency, 
the Jews were mostly condemned. The forces that brought 
them into being in the early ages, and which preserved 
them throughout the mediaeval tribulations, serve to 
maintain them intact at the present day. The religknis 
diflwr e n ces have ket little of their acuteness in the process 
€i centuries ; the sentunent of national s^erateness has 
bem deepened by the accumulated meniories and traditions 
ol the past; while the political despotism of medisml days 
continues for the most part to hold uninterrupted sway. 
The countries in which these conditions prevail in varying 
degrees contain far more than half of the Jewish people : 
they comprise Russia, Rumania, Turkey and its depend- 
encies, Morocco, Persia, and Afghanistan. In the Ottoman 
^Empire the establishment of constitutional government has 
removed one of the main forces favourable to segregatkm* 
but the effects of centuries of political bondage cannot easily 
be annulled. In the other countries^ however, the Jews 
still live in a state of outlawiy, mirelieved by the revdud^ 
that have taken place in Russia, Morocco, and Piersia. In 
Russia they are mostly ccnfined to the Fsde ci Settlement, 
where again they axe fimited to the towns ; in Rumania too 
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they are confined to the towns ; and in Morocco, Penia, 
and Afjghanwtan they most live in Ghettos. Sundered 
firom the national life hoth by legal and physical bairien 

they are thrown back upon themsdves and concentrate 
their energy upon their own commtinal interests. 

Jewish life in these ICastern countries has all the intensity 
and distinctiveness of the life of an independent nation. 
Not only is it distinguished by its own traditions, customs, 
and institutions, by its home life and social intercourse, 
but also by Ian ^^^u age and occasionally even by dress. By 
reason of their historic migrations and eommunal isolation, 
the Jews have developed new laognages or dialects of thck 
own which are written in Hebrew characters. The most 
widely spoken of these idioms is Oddish or Jndeo-German, 
the development of the language which they took with them 
from Germany on their eastward migration in the sixteenth 
centurv, which they cultivated on Slavic soil with graftings 
from Hebrew, and which is now spoken not only through- 
out the Russian Pale of Settlement and adjacent lands, 
but also in even,' part of the world in which Russian Jews 
have settled. In the greater part of the Ottoman Empire, 
as well as in Bulgaria and Servia, they speak Ladino or 
Judeo-Spanish, the development of the language wbackk 
they carried away on their expulsion from Spain in 1492, and 
which thqr cultivated on Torkish soil, likewise with graftingB 
fromHebrew. In ArabiO'^pealdngcoantries, from Morocco 
to Mesopotomia, Hbey have developed a peculiar form of 
Arabic ; in Persia, of Persian, and in BoUiara, of Bokharan. 
The distinction of dress is by no means so marked or so 
prevalent as that of language. In Morocco the Jews must 
arrange the folds of their outer garment so as to leave only 
the left hand free ; in Persia the}' are not allowed to wear 
the kolah, the national head-dress. In Poland and Galicia 
they voluntarily wear long gaberdines and round fur hats, 
whilst those who belong to the sect of Chassidim alsowenr 
white socks into which tb^ tuck the bottomd their trousers. 

There are two other features which Eastern comnranities 
have in common and which distinguish them from coth 
ditioos in the West— 4heir hmnqgeneity and their poverty. 
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The population of the Eastern communities is mostly of one 
kind : it is an indigenous popalation, whose histocy dates 
back many hundreds of years and in some cases, such as 
Damascus and Cairo, more than two thousand years. It is 
mainly in Palestine that the Jewish population comprises 
different elements, originating not only from neighbouring 
countries but also from Russia and other parts of the world. 
As for the poverty, that is a natural product of the political 
despotism and chronic persecutions that hold sway in these 
Eastern regions. 

Similar in the various features just enumerated, the 
communities of Eastern Europe differ notably from those of 
the Orient in some intellectual and physical respects. The 
former are distinguished by intellectual vitality and i^ysical 
mobility; the latter by intellectual stagnation and physical 
inertia. The mental torpor of the East has been gradually 
stinned by the educational Ubours condncted in its midst by 
Western Jewry ; and the immobility of its masses has also 
j undergone a change of late, particularly in Morocco, where 
I the ravages of civil war have inllicted terrible sufferings upon 
the Jews, forcing many of them to seek a home in Algeria, 
Egypt, and Palestine. But mental and physical inertia 
are still the general characteristics of Eastern Jewry. On 
the other hand, Jews in Eastern Eiu-ope, particularly in 
Russia, have manifested a vigorous intellectual activity by 
their production of a Uterature, press, and drama of the^r 
own ; while their mobility is one of the most dominant 
factors in modem Ufe. For dose upon thirty years the 
current of migration has flowed steadify from Russia and 
Rumania westward, leaving a deposit in its course. The 
primal impetus was an outbreak of persecution ; but op- 
pression is now such a normal phenomenon that the stream 
of migration flows unceasingly. The communities of Eastern 
Europe are not undergoing a depletion of numbers, however, 
as the loss through emigration is more than compensated 
by the natural increase.^ The most favoured lands of 

I * The annual increase of the Jews in Russia is about 120,000 (2 per 

cent), while the annuai emigration is estimated at 100,000 (Mr. Benjamin 
Giad in Jtmisk CkKmick, lotii April i9i4}- 
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refuge are England, America, and tbe British Colonics, in 
which popohnia and thriving Jewish centres have arisen. 
The most important feature that distin^^hes the com- 

munities of the West from those of the East is their vohintary 
character. There is no legal power that isolates Jewry from 
its surroundings, although in several countries on the 
continent of Europe the ecclesiastical administration of the 
community is to a certain extent still under the supervision 
ol the State. The spontaneous character ol Jewish settle- 
ments is exemplified most forcibly in those that have 
sprang np in the latter half of the nineteenth century in 
En^^d, the United SUtes» and the Britidi Colonies. Tim 
forces that have co ntr ibu t ed to their loimdation were mainly 
the racial and the reHgioos coatwriowoieas, and a supple- 
mentary cause was the foreign origin ol the founders of the 
community, which impelled them to form some sort of 
separate association in the beginning. But foreign origin 
alone would not have sufficed to presei-ve a separate com- 
munity, for prolonged residence and commercial intercourse 
tend to assimilate its members to the dominant nationality. 
The vital factors in its preservation were the historic con- 
sdousness that differentiated it from the people around it* 
and the religious consciousness that needed for its mani- 
festation a place of wonhi^ and subsidiaiy ins titn tioni> 
The strength of these factors is shown in the sjaee and solidity 
of nuaiberiess conmnmities in the holds ol freedom, made np 
€i a variety of special institutions. Of these the first in 
point of time and importance is the synagogue, after which 
come the school and the cemetery, followed by societies 
for charitable, social, intellectual, professional, and even 
political purposes, according as the numbers and needs 
of the community increase and its problems develop. 
Communal life in the West is thus built up on a voluntary 
basis, and is independent of the concentrated settlement 
which is an invariable feature of all Jewries in Eastern 
countries, although this feature is also found veiy fra- 
quentiy, particularly in the larger and old-astaUished 
centres. 

Western communities differ markedly from Eastern m 
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another respect, as they generally comprise two main 
secticMis — the native and the foreign, the latter consisting 
mostly of immigrants from Russia, Rumania, and Galida, 
whilst indnding reptesentatives from many other countries 
in the East. The natWe section lived in some sort of coo- 
oentration in the early histoiy of their community, within 
a convenient dirtance of tl^ synagogue and the kosher 
butcher-shop ; but a rise in material prosperity would be 
followed by removal to a better district, where a new 
Jewish area might be created, though one less distinguished 
from its environment by external tokens. The foreign 
section, however, live in a state of dense concentration. 
Their poverty makes them settle in a poor quarter of the 
town, where they reproduce the social conditions in which 
they have been bom and bred, so far as the new environ- 
ment will allow. Jbtey have been accustomed to live as 
one laige family, speaking the same tongue and breathing 
the same air, and aU revolving around the synagogue, which 
is lor them not merdy a house of worship and religious 
instruction, bat a centre of charity and of social intercourse ; 
and although they are now free to settle wherever they 
please, they cannot easily break away from the engrained 
habits of generations. The Ghetto in the East may be a 
symbol of political bondage ; but in the West the only 
bondage that it typifies is that exercised by sentiment and 
tradition. To a large extent the modem Ghetto is neces- 
sitated by the precepts and practices of (^hodoz Judaism, 
by tlie need of dwelUng within ea^ reach of the ssmagogue, 
the schoolroom, and the ritual bath, the kosher butcher- 
shop and the kosher dairy. But even for those who are 
Indtfferait to religious observances and ritual practices, 
re^dence in the Ghetto is necessitated by social and economic 
circumstances. Ignorance of the language of the new 
country, of its labour conditions, and of its general habits 
and ways of thought, as well as the natural timidity of a 
fugitive from a land of persecution, compels the immigrant 
Jew to settle in the colony of his co-religionists. Among 
them he is perfectly at home : he finds the path of employ- 
ment comparatively smooth, and if his t&xt to attain it be 
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delayed he is helped in the interval by charity from a dozen 
hands. 

The modem Ghetto is found in most of the large cities of 
Western Europe, America, and South Africa, its rise being 
due to the chronic persecutioQ of the last thirty yeaxs in 
Russia and Rmnania. In dhwauiinnit it is gegmSty equal 
to, and occasionally greater than, its Eastern p tolot y pe^ 
the Ghetto of New York being the largest m the world. 
There is more ol the colour and inteosifty d Jewish life in 
the Ghetto than in the rest of the community. Innumerable 
blocks of mean houses, covering a wide area, are wholly 
inhabited by immigrant Jews, who swarm into the streets, 
talking their strange tongue, and sometimes still clad in 
the peaked hat and top-boots of their native countries. 
The streets are lined with shops and restaurants bearing 
foreign names and Hebrew signs ; the walls are covered 
with multi-coloured posters in Yiddish ; the gutters are 
occupied by rows of stalls and banraws, laden with exotic 
wares. In the larger centres there are special market-places 
which present a scene of tremendous bustle on the eve of 
Sabbaths and festivals, when every Jewidi housewife lays 
in a store of fish and fowl to cdebrate the sacred day with 
fitting honours. Newsboys rush through the motley crowd, 
crying the names of Yiddish papers ; a stringed band at a 
street comer discourses some haunting Hebrew melody ; a 
poor woman, \\ith a child at her breast, sings a Yiddish song 
of sadness ; a blind man offers for sale the little four- 
cornered fringed garments prescribed in Deuteronomy ; a 
peripatetic bookseUer proffers religious code-books and 
sensational romances ; a labour agitator harangues a knot 
of workmen; an unctuous misaionary quotes the New 
Testament in IHddish and seeks to lure his hearers to 
apostasy ; a ^onist orator waxes eloquent over the glories 
of a rejuvenated Judea. Synagogues great and small, 
houses of Talmndic study, big religious seminaries that 
resound with boyish voices chanting the Torah, and little 
private schools tucked away in fifth-floor back-rooms, 
religious " courts of judgment " and libraries, baths, 
hospitals, and dispensaries, clubs, theatres, and dancing- 
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halls, asylums for newly-arrived immigrants, for the poor 
and the aged — these and countless other institutions make 
up the compact variegated fabric of the modern Ghetto. 

But the mhabitants of the Western Ghetto are neveij 
permanent inmates ; they use it at most as a half-way house,! 
as a transitional stage between East and West. The 
influences from without penetrate slowly and subtly, luring 
the Jew into the outer woiid. By dint induttiy, sobriety, 
and thrift be Improves bis worldly position and moves to a 
more spadoos quarter. By that time be win have mastered 
the vernacular and become pretty faniiliar with the principal 
conditions of his adopted fatherland. He possesses a here- 
ditary gift for adaptability, which is stimulated by his native 
co-religionists, who make " Anglicization " or " American- 
ization," or whatever else the local term may be, a cardinal 
principle in their commimal policy.^ The actual immigrant 
from the East who settles in a Western Ghetto may, by 
reason of age, poverty, or prejudice, remain there and die 
there. But his children very seldom, perhaps never, do so : 
their modem education weakens the sentimental attachment 
to the Ghetto, and they prefer to live farther afield and enjoy 
a sense of actual equality with their non- Jewish neighbours. 
This steaity migration of the children of the Ghetto into the 
outer circle of the communal area exercises a conservative 
influence upon religious conformity and Jewish life in 
general, which are everywhere exposed to the corroding 
effects of a Western environment. But simultaneously with 
the outflow from the Ghetto there is a regular influx from 
Eastern Europe, wliich is impelled by the forces of oppression 
and will continue as long as those forces prevaiL ' Nothing 
but the grant of complete equality to the Jews of Eastern 
Europe can check the current of migration and the growth 
of Western Ghettos. Such an act of justice would have 
lar*reachiQg results : it would ensure the material advance- 
ment of those who have hitherto been downtrodden, but it 
would also deprive Western J ewry of those successive bands 
of pietists who contribute so greatly to its conservation. 

* Cf. "The Problems of Anc^licis.ition." by the Rev. S. Levy,M.A.,in Pro- 
fMdings of th§ Ssamd C<mt$r$m9 of Angh-J$wish MimsUrs, London, 191 
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The importance of the family in Jewry — The age of marritga 

Marriages in the East and in the West — Betrothal — Religions 
celebrations — The legal aspect — The social celebration — The desire 
for children — Customs at birth — Reli^us rites at birth — The 
ceremony oi ' ' conhrmation " 



HE family possesses more than ordinary import- 



ance in Jewish life, for it is the bond of cohesion 



JL which has safeguarded the purity of the race and 
the continuity of religious tradition. It is the stronghold 
of Jewish sentiment, in ^ich Jewish life unfolds itself in 
Its most typical forms and intimate phases. To found a 
lamiiy is regarded not merely as a social ideal but as a 
religious doty. The Rabbis declared that the first affirmar 
tlve precept in the Bible was the injunction " Be fmitfol 
and multiply/' and they invested marriage with the highest 
communal significance. They despised the bachdor and 
pitied the spinster. Only he who had founded a house 
in Israel was worthy to be considered a full-fledged member 
of the community ; only she who had become a mother in 
Israel had realized her destiny. This view has become 
modified in modern times, though family life still enjoys 
much of its traditional importance in Jewr>'. 

The RablHS of ancient times prescribed the eighteenth 
3rear as the age for marriage. This principle is stUl followed 
in the Russian Pale, in Galida and in Palestine, while 
in other Eastern countries* Morocco, Persia, and India* 
marriage often takes pUoe even earlier. In Russia political 
conditions have combined with moral considerations to 
produce early marriages, for married men are exempt 
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from militaty service, and the father who has a dowry for 
his daughter seeks to secure her marriage before the dot 
can be imperilled by a riot. In Western countries, how- 
ever, early marriages are rendered less frequent by pru- 
dential considerations, though the traditional ideal of 
family life acts as a check upon a distant postponement. 
In orthodox drdes early marriages^ partknlaily of the 
daughter^ are fairiy freqnent, but in households long 
established in a Western envinnunent the age for marriage 
approximates to that among the general population. 

la Eastern coimtries, such as Morocco, Persia, and 
India, the marriage is arranged by the parents of the young 
couple, who submissively acquiesce in their fate. In 
Eastern Europe the parental negotiations are preceded by 
the activity of a matrimonial agent, who is rendered neces- 
sary by the segregation of the sexes still observed in most 
of the communities in Eastern Em"ope. The Shadckan, 
as be is called, is a prised visitor in the home of eveiy 
marriageabie girl, whose chances depend, apart from 
natural charms, upon the sise of her dowry and the family 
repatatioQ for piety, learning, and phflanthropy. The 
highest virtue of the bridegroom is excellence in Tabnndic 
study, which surpasses in value a splendid pedigree or a 
dazzling income bcdiinmed with ignorance. In most of 
the teeming communities of Rassian and Galician Jewry 
the father still regards sacred learning as the noblest pos- 
session in a son-in-law, and if he can ally his daugliter to a 
budding Rabbi he believes the union will find especial 
grace in Heaven. The lack of worldly means on the part 
of the bridegroom forms no deterrent, for it is customary for 
the father of the bride to keep his son-in-law in his own 
house for the first two years after marriage, and then to 
set him up In a liome and business of his own. The 
services of the S^Alcibaii are in constant demand : bis area 
of operations extends throughont the Russian Pde and 
even across the frontier into Galicia, Rumania, and more 
distant lands. The couples whom he brings together 
hardly know one another before marriage and sometimes 
see each other for the ^t time on their wedding-day, but 



Digitized by Google 



JEWISH LIF£ IN MODERN TIMES 



their happiness is generally assured by their youth, the 
absence of a previous attachment, and the fact that marriage 
affords them the hist opportunity ol cultivating the senti- 
ment of love. 

In the West the arrangement of marriages tends to 
vary approximately in accordance with local customs and 
conditioiis, the freedom of interconrse between the sexes 
allowiiig of the natnral devdopment of peiaonal affinities. 
The Tdmndk schoiaiship of a young man enjoys little or 
no inqportance fai the marriage-market : its place ii taken 
by secular scholarship and scientific distinction, particii- 
larly in Austria and Germany. But the dcciMve element 
in the bridegroom's eligibility is his worldly position and 
prospects, whilst the bride must, like her sister in the 
Russian Pale, be provided with a dowry . Despite the 
free conditions of the West and the vogue of matrimonial 
advertisements in German countries, the Shadckan still 
plays an important part, and in America he is even insured 
by the contracting parties against a bceach of promise. 
But, <m the whole, Western Jewry Is divided from Eastern 
Jewiy in the facility ol marriages of affection as well as 
hi the care exercised to prevent improvident imioDs. La 
the East the religious importance attaching to marriage, 
the stigma attaching to cclibac\-, and the deep-rooted 
faith in God as the bountiful Provider of daily needs, 
usually outweii^h material considerations, but in the West 
the material sustenance of wedded life must first be assured. 
This difference of attitude results not only in the postpone- 
ment of marriage in the West, but also in the increase of 
celibacy, a tendency which is lavoored by the sense of 
independence acquired by women who earn their own 
living and who find therein a sooxoe of consdataon or 
distraction not open to their sisters in the East. Thus, 
the economic conditions of the modern worid tend to modiify 
profomidly the traditional ideals of family life. 

In ancient times the ceremony of betrothal (^fusffi) 
consisted in the signinc^ of a contract which could be set 
aside only by formal divorce, and it was followed twelve 
months after by marriage (m^wM, " home-taking "). But 
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when the Jews became dispersed among the nations they 
found this custom inexpedient, and so combined the two 
ceremonies m the marriage service. A Jewish betrothal 
now, therefore, is simply the ordimoy engagement in the 
West, though it receives a leligioas sanction in the ayna- 
gogne* in which the hridegroonit on the Sahhath following, 
•is called up to the leading of the Law. Shoold the promise 
of marriage he nnfnlfined, the giii who desires compensati<m 
must resort to the law of the land ; but she is generally 
restrained from such a step by modesty and prudence, as 
her plight would become the talk of the community. 

The relif^ioiLS solemnization of marriage is, in its essential 
features, the same in all communities ; its festive celebra- 
tion differs very widely according to environment. In 
orthodox circles the bride takes a ritual bath the day before 
the marriage, and both the bride and brid^;room fast on 
their wedding-day mitii the festal repast, in exfnation of 
their sins. The scene of the nuptial ceremony is nsnalfy in 
the qmagogue, where the mle as to the separation of the 
sexes is rdaxed for the nonce. The yonng conple take 
their i^aces beneath a canopy (chuppah) before the Ark 
of the Law, supported by their respective sponsors, who 
are known as Unicr/uhrer, and accompanied in Western 
coimtries by such conventional auxiliaries as best man, 
bridesmaids, and even page-boys. The Rabbi recites the 
marriage-benediction, offers a cup of wine to bride and 
bridegroom, and then the latter, placing a ring upon the 
bride's finger, makes the declaration : ** Lo, thou art dedi- 
cated unto me by this ring according to the Law of Moses 
and IsraeL" The marriage contract, which is an Aramaic 
compositioii on parchment is read; the cetehrant utters 
seven hkssings over a second ciq> of wine; the bridegroom 
crashes a glass under his foot as a s3rmbol of grief for the 
loss of Zion ; and the celebrant pronounces the benediction. 

Compliance with the marriage law of the land is naturally 
insisted upon by the religious authorities, but in very poor 
circles in Eastern Europe the act of marriage is sometimes 
confined to a private ceremony (sttUe Chasunah) at lionie, 
which is solemnized by an impecunious Rabl^ and the 
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legal formality of registration is omitted. Such marriages, 
however, are on the decrease owing to a growing knowledge 
of the perils involved by illegitimacy. No alhance may 
take place between a member of the Jewish iaith and a 
Gentile, unleaB the latter previously becomes a proselyte ; 
nor between a member of the pnestty caste (a Cokm) 
and a widow or a divotcod woman* Mania^ with a 
brother's widow, which, when there was no issue, was 
regarded as ol)l%atoiy in the BiUe times (Dent. xzv. 5, 6), 
is generally discountenanced, and the ceremony for evad- 
ing the obligation (halizah/''ta^^\ng off the shoe") is observed 
pretty widely (Dent. xxv. 7-10), except in Reform circles. 

In Oriental countries the wedding festivities continue 
several days, and the bride is led to the home of her husband 
amid the gladsome acclaim of an animated throng. In 
Russia and Galicia, particularly in the townlets with a 
tense Jewish atmosphere, the feast is prolonged to a late 
hour, while profound discourses on Talmudic themes are 
delivered not only by the Rabbis present, bat also by the 
bfidegroom» who, apparently is expected to be so free 
from the exciting emotions of his new estate as to be able 
to hold forth for an hoar npon some contrtyverdai theological 
topic. Entertainment of a lighter kind is provided by a 
party of lidJlers (Klesmcr), one of whom, the jester {Badhan 
or Marschalik), improvises songs and japes, and addresses 
the bride in a mock-serious oration which reduces her to 
tears by depicting: the trials awaiting the virtuous house- 
wife in Israel. In Western countries a dinner and ball 
are considered in the middle classes the requisite features 
of a fashionable cdehration, and in each locality a recognized 
code or ritual is scrupulously observed. On the Continent, 
particnlacly in Germany* it is customary to perform an 
amateur play gently satiiinng the fdbtes of the young 
couple and their &milies. The honeymoon, which is un- 
known in Eastern Jewry, is cultivated throughout the 
West by all whose means allow them the luxury, but in 
conforming families it is postponed until after the Sabbath 
following the wedding, as a domestic celebration, known 
as the " Seven Blessings," is observed on the Day of Rest. 
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No marriage is considered blessed that has no issue ; 
no family is considered complete without children. The 
maternal instinct of the Jewess is not only a natural emotion, 
but a traditional ideal, illustrated in the prayer of Hannah. 
The simple and essential conditions of domestic bliss 
are picturesquely phrased by the Psalmist : " Thy wiie 
shall be as a fruitful vine, in the innermost parts of thine 
house : thy children like olive plants^ immd about thy 
table." A husband is entitled to a divorce alter ten years 
if the marriage has been childless, and hence among the 
poor pious dfuues in Eastern Europe a chihMess wile will 
perform all mamier of virtuous deeds to secure the favour 
of motherhood and even consult a " good Jew," a man 
versed in CabbaUstic lore and reputed to possess the 
miraculous power of the Baal Shem. the founder of the 
Chassidic sect in the eighteenth ccntur>\^ There is also 
a religious reason for desiring an heir, for it is the duty 
el a son to hcttUMir his parents' memory after death by 
reciting a special prayer (KaddM, " sanctification ") to 
wkdch profound — and almost superstitious^inqxMrtance is 
attached. The desire for children is generally gratified, 
often in an abundant measure, though large families are 
becoming infrequent in the West, where prudential con- 
siderations prevail. 

The birth of a child is attended by a number of customs, 
partly religious and partly superstitious, though the latter 
are confined mostly to communities in Eastern Europe 
and the Orient. In ignorant famiUes there still prevails 
a belief in the power of Lilith over new-bom babes, and 
her sinister influence is exorcised by a display of charms 
and amulets on the walls of the sick-chamber. These 
charms are mostly in the form of Hebrew leaflets, bearing 
verses from the Fsalms and an invocation to the guardian 
angeb, which are hung near the door or window. During 
the fint eight days of its Hfe, and in some places even for 
the first thirty days, the child is protected from hemmmmn 

' Israel b. EHezer, of Micdzyboz (Poland), 1700-1760. who was credited 
with the power of working; miracles by the naiin of God, and bence was 
known as the Buai Shem lob (" Master ol the Good Name "). 
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(" pixies ") by a group of young school-children who recite 
the evening prayers in the lying-in chamber under the 
supervision of a teacher. In parts of Germany, in Ru- 
mania, tlie Caucasus, and the Orient tlirre are other peculiar 
customs for the protection of mother and child. 

The birth of a boy is usually greeted with greater joy 
than that of a girL The xeasoos are partly social, partly 
religious, and partly economic. The Oriental view of the 
inferiority of woman still kigely colours the philosopliy 
of Eastern Jewry. The rdigioos pce^emiiieDoe of man 
consists in his being able to perfonn so many more com- 
mandments. Scriptural and Rabbinical, than the woman ; 
and his economic advantage is particularly enhanced in a 
conunimity in which the arrival of ever\^ daughter involves 
the saving up of a dowr>'. The principal custom connected 
with the birth of a male child is the " Covenant of the 
circumcision," which takes place on the eighth day at 
home, but in orthodox circles occasionally in the sj'nagogue, 
when the day falls on the New Year or the Day of Atone- 
ment. The operatioii requires expert surgical skill, 
and hence in Western countries a Jewish doctor is pre* 
fared to a MoM, or pnurtitioiier, yibo only possesses an 
ecclesiastical licence. The infant is bone from its mother^s 
room by its godmother, who places it on the lap of its god- 
father, where the operation is performed and the child is 
named. The ceremony is celebrated by a breakfast, at 
which in orthodox circles the speeches often take the form 
of Talmudical discourses. A first-born son is hable to a 
further ceremony, for on the thirty-first day of his 
birth (Ex. xiii. 2, and Num. xviii. 16), he must be re- 
deemed from a hypothetical sanctification to God by the 
payment of five selaim or silver coins (reckoned at fifteen 
shillings) by the father to a Cokm, or pskat. The " re- 
demption of the son" is made the ooMskm cl a happy 
gathering, genera% In the eveniog, and tiie money received 
by the Co^ is usually devoted to charity. In comparison 
with these various customs the formal reception of a 
female child into the community is simplicity itself. It 
consists of an announcement of her birth and Hebrew name 
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in the synagogue on the following Sabbath morning. But 
even tliis simple custom is falling into desuetude in Western 
Jewry, and the registration of the birth at the ofiice of the 
dvil authority is frequently deemed sufficient. 

There is still another famify celebratioii, when a boy 
on oompleting his thirteenth year paWcly assumes reUgious 
respODstbility, and is stykd a " Son of the commandment " 
(B«r MUnah). The ifte, known in Westeni coontries as 
" Confinnatioii," is of an essentially leUgions character, 
but its don^stic celebration en j 05^3 at least equal if not 
greater importance. On the Sabbath after liis thirteenth 
birthday, the boy is called up to the reading of the Law in 
the synagogue, and cantillates a portion in the traditional 
melody ; while his father offers up a benediction for being 
exempted from future responsibility for the lad's religious 
confcmiity. The event is celebrated at home mostly 
by a breakfast, at which many speeches are delivered, 
including one by the boy himself, wbkh, in orthodox 
families, consists of a Tahnodical discourse learned by 
rote. In Western coontries, the traditional breakfast 
has given way to an afternoon reception, at which the 
boy's presents are displayed. Orthodoxy knows of no 
counterpart to this ceremony in the case of a girl, but the 
Reformers have instituted confirmation services for girls, 
who are dressed for the occasion in a white frock, and in 
some countries also in a bridal \\Tcath and train, and who 
receive gifts from relations and iiiends in honour of the 
event* 
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The atmosphere in the home — Distinctive s%Tnbols — Pictures — 
Books — Kitchen arrangcmenLs — Dictiiry regulations — Peculiarities 
of the cuisine— The cuiBiiia m a distinctive element in Jewish life 

rnr^HE eaiential qualities of Jewidi file axe seen in 



their purest and most intimate form in the privacy 



JL of the home. The atmosphere of a Jewish abode 
of the traditional type is diffused primarily by ihc precepts 
and practices of reUgion, which coloiu- and control most of 
the daily activities of the Jew and surround him with con- 
crete tokens of his faith. Many of his domestic customs 
and observances are prescribed in the ShuicJum Afuch, the 
code ol orthodoxy^ and thus bear a religious inqpress ; but 
they aie lor the most part the sodal habits of a peo|Jewfaic^ 
has preserved a distinct individuality thnmi^ centodea ol 
exile. This distinct individuality is embodied in matters 
both material and intellectual, such as the kitchen and table 
arrangements, food and dress, pictures and books, speech 
and song. It is found in the fiiUrst degree in the com- 
munities of Eastern Europe, as well as in those Western 
centres where trachlional ortliodoxy still holds sway. 
But it appears in a very attenuated degree in the houses of 
a great and growint:; mass of Western Jews, who tend to 
suppress the signs and symbols of their Judaism and to 
mould their lives after the prevalent fashion. The picture 
that will be drawn here wUl be that of a home in which 



most ol the salient features ol traditional Jewish lile find 
nonnal expression* 

The first distinctive symbol greets one at the very 
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threshold, namely, the Mezuzah [lit., " door-post "), a small 
tubular case of wood or metal, fixed slantwise on the 
upper part of the right-hand door-post. The case contains 
a rolled piece of parchment on which are written Scriptural 
verses enjoining the love of God and obedience to His 
commandments (Deut. vi. 4-9, xi. 13-21), and there is a 
small opening showing the word Shaddai (" Almighty ") 
written on the back of the scroll. This symbol is piesccUbed 
in tibe words : " And thon shalt write them on tiie door- 
posts of thy house, and iqpon thy gates Peat, vi 9, 3d. 20). 
It is fixed not onty on tiie street door, but on the door of 
every living room in the honse, and Whenever Ihe pious 
pass the Mezuzah, they touch it and kiss their fingers. 
The conforming Jew celebrates his entry into a new house 
by a religious ceremony of dedication, accompanied by a 
friendly reunion at which a Talmudical discourse is held. 
Sometimes he will leave an unpapered patch on one of the 
walls as a sign of grief for the destruction of Jerusalem, 
and he may nail a ronnd piece of Matzah (" Passover 
cake ") above ^e mantelpiece as a constant reminder of 
ftkt EjEodns (Dent. xvi. 3). Various articles for ritual 
poiposes are also displayed— the glistening candlesticks 
to welcome Sabbaths and festivals, the plaited ti^er and 
artistically wrought spice-box med in the service for 
ushering them out, the goblet of gold or silver or baser 
metal for the benedictions over wine essential to these holy 
days, and the eight-branched candlestick for the Feast of 
Dedication (Chanucah). Another conspicuous feature is the 
charity-box nailed to the wall in aid either of local phil- 
anthropy, or one of the many charities in Palestine. In 
recent years the " Jewish National Fund " box, distributed 
by the Zionist Organization for the collection of money 
to hay land in P^Jestin^ has also become a fendliar object. 

The walk are adorned with designs and pictures re- 
flecting a cherished tradition or illustrating a hallowed 
scene or revered personality. A favourite design con- 
sists of two intertwined triangles, called the " Shield of 
David " (Magen David), and employed both in domestic 
and synagogue adornment. The usual decorations par- 

4 
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tkulailf in Eastam Europo, aze logcndtiy portraits of 
Moaea and Aaroii» cmde^ coloured views of PalestflM^ a 
pfmumwit Hebrew calendar of perpleiiiig daborateness, 
a JtJmmU taMot in atmple black frame recording in Hebrew 

the anniversary of a parent's death, and a micrographic 
representation either of Moses with horned forehead, or of 
the Cave of Machpelah, or of some other revered person 
or place. Portraits of distinguished Rabbis and of eminent 
Jews who have laboured for the salvation of their people, 
such as Sir Moses Montehore, Baron Maurice de Hirsch, 
and Dr. Theodor Herzl, likewise have an honoured place 
even in the humblest liome ; and the innate patriotism of 
tb^ Jew finds expraskxn even in the land oi bondai^ lor 
in the abode of neaify every Russian Jew is a portrait of 
the Tsar. In Germany some of the moat familiar pictorea 
are scenes ol Jewish domestic life and religions edebratioo 
drawn by the eighteenth-century artist Oppenheim, and 
in recent years there has bet n a steady increase of pictuies 
portraying modern Jewish life in all its phases. 

The books have also a character of their own. The 
nucleus of every library in a typical orthodox household 
is a Hebrew collection consisting primarily of prayer- 
books for various occasions and Pentateuchs, worn with 
nse and seared with age. The nsnal edition of the Torah 
or Fentatench is in five vdnmes» eadi containing the 
Aramaic Taignm and an airsy of medieval commentaxiea. 
The other H^rew works are the (M, Testament, the 
Talnmdt the Iffshnah, and the ShmlOum Armh, eadi in 
several volumes ; whilst a larger collection will comprise 
books in every branch of theological lore and religious 
legislation. The favourite volume of the orthodox Jewess 
of Eastern Europe is a Yiddish paraphrase of the Penta- 
teuch, called Tcnhch-Chumcsh or Zecnah Urccnah} em- 
bodying many legends and homilies. There are also secular 
works in Hebrew and Yiddish comprising history, science, 
fiction, and poetry ; whilst the library of the scholar also 
contains many modem scientiiic works in various languages 
on Jewish hlstoiy, literature* theology, andaodology. 

> HbU, Go 3fe forth ami aM *' (CMitklat ili. SI). 
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A salient feature in the orthodox household consists 
of the arrangements in the kitchen, which are subject to 
special dietary laws. All meat foods must be kept strictly 
separate from milk-foods, as the contact of one with the 
other — such as meat with milk, butter, or cheese — would 
render both unht for consumption. This regulation in- 
volves the use of two sets of utensils, both for cooking 
ai^ eating, the one set beiiig reseived for meat dishes, 
and the other for wSXk or butter dishes, and the crockery 
and cutteiy of the one set being kept rigorously apart 
ima, those of the other. This separation of things 
JMtchig r meaty'') from things mikhig ("milky") Is 
observed by the strict housewife in every conceivable 
direction : there are separate tablecloths and napkins, 
separate cruets, separate basins for washing the crockery, 
and separate towels for drying ; and in more elaborate 
kitchens there arc even separate cooking-ranges, dressers, 
and sinks. There is a special utensil for the preparation 
ol meat, from which the blood must be drained in accord- 
ance with the Biblical command (Gen. ix. 4; Lev. 
HL 17). It is a slanting board or piece of wicker-work, 
upon winch the meat, after having been soaked in water 
luilf an hour, is besprinkled with salt ; after another hour 
iht salt is rinsed away, and the meat is ready for cooking. 
On the Feast of Passover special crockery and cutlery 
must be used, and as separate sets are necessary for meat 
and milk the orthodox household must be provided in 
all with four sets of cooking and eating vessels. The 
Passover sets are usually stored in some out-of-the-way 
place, where they are safe from contamination by any- 
thing ** leavened," the customary food of the rest of the 
year. 

The kitchen of the orthodox Jew is distinguished not 
only by the formal arrangements for storing, cocking, and 
eatuig food, but even mm so by the nature of the food 
admitted. He strictly adheres to the prescriptions in ^e 
eleventh chapter of the Book of Leviticus as to the animals, 
birds, and fish that he may consume. He refrains from 
eating the flesh of any beasts except those that are clovcu- 
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footed, and that chew the cud, and hence pork, bacon, and 
ham are taboo in his home. He refrains from eating any 

of the birds forbidden in that chapter, any fish that have 
not fins and scales, such as the eel, and " all creeping things 
that creep upon the earth," such as snails, oysters, crabs, 
and lobsters. It is not enough that the flesh which he eats 
is of beasts or birds that are permitted, but these must have 
^ been killed by Jewish slaughterers in accordance with the 
regulations of Rabbinic law (SAecA»/tf) in order that the meat 
shall be AtoiAtfr. Hence the Jewish housewife must obtain her 
meat from a butcher licensed by the eodesiastical authori- 
ties, and after bringing it home she must remote the blood 
in the manner described bdore cooking it. The law ol 
SkeekUa applies only to cattle, beasts, and birds ; there is no 
ordinance regarding the killing of fish, and hence the latter 
may be obtained from any purveyor. The strict housewife 
will also be particular about the fitness of the milk, butter, 
and cheese that she buys, and invariably procures them 
from a Jewish dairyman who holds a licence from the 
ecclesiastical authority, or upon whose scrupulous observ- 
ance of the ritual law she can rely. Dairy pcx)duce from a 
ncm-Jewish purveyor may have come into contact with 
some forbidden matter, such as lard, or may have been con- 
veyed in vessels ritually unclean, and henoe it is suqiect. 
A similar precaution is also taken in regard to bread and 
pastry, which must not be baked with f oibidden fats : 
and hence the housewife will procure these commodities 
from a baker who observes the ritual law. In very orthodox 
centres the licensed baker affixes to each loaf a small label, 
which certifies to its being kosher, and states the name of the ' 
Rabbi resjKjnsiblc for its kashrus, whilst occasionally it even 
bears the baker's portrait and a registered number. The 
frugal housewife, however, bakes her own bread, at least two 
twisted loaves in honour of the Sabbath, and performs a deed 
of religious merit in sacrificing a handful of dou^ (cMM) 
upon the fire, a survival of t^ offering made to tlie priest 
inTen^times (Num. xv.ao). The bread is baked either 
at home, or more often at the local baker's, and hence in | 
Jewish districts on a Ftiday afternoon, or on the eve of a j 
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festival, one may frequently see girls carrying home the 
Sabbath loaves in their aprons. 

The pecuhar dishes of most nations are largely deter- 
* mined by the natural products of the countiy, and by the 
taste formed by clima^ conditions. The pecuhar dishes 
of the Jewish caisiiie are onlfy partly deternuned by these 
drcQmstanoes : they have been mainly evolved by the 
elaborate legislation which prescribes what food is per- 
mitted, prohibits certain kinds of food at certain periods, 
and expressly forbids the act of cooking on the Sabbath. 
The eating of meat is subjected to more restrictions than 
any other commodity : the animal must be killed in accord- 
ance with Rabbinical law, the meat must be drained of its 
blood, and it must not be cooked with milk or butter. 
Moreover, during the first nine days of Ab (August) it may 
not be eaten at aU, except on the Sabbath, as a token of grief 
for the destruction of Jerusalem. These restrictions have 
caused fish to become an article of very frequent consun^>- 
tion among even the poorest Jews, and it is recommended 
by the rehgious code as an essential dish on Sabbaths and 
fntivals. Its popularity has tended to develop a fertile 
ingenuity in its preparation, the principal modes being 
frying, stewing, and " filling." The third mode {gefUllUr 
fisch) is peculiar to the Jews of Eastern Europe : the 
fish is prepared very much like a rissole, except that the 
pieces are covered with the skin and cooked in boiling 
water. The most distinctive dish is that due to the in- 
abihty to cook on the Sabbath and to the desure neverthe- 
less to have hot food on that day. It is known as shalei, 
the virtues of which have been suog in a panegyric by 
Heine in his Prinzesiin Sahbaih. It consists usually of 
meat stewed with potatoes and f at« or with peas, hem, 
and barley. The pot omtaining it is generally put into 
another and larger pot containing hot water, and the whole 
is placed into the oven or upon the stove on Friday after- 
noon ; thus the dish requires no further attention, and 
it is quite hot enough when served for the midday meal 
on the Sabbath. The term shalet, which is prevalent in 
Germanrspea]d{ig countries, has undergone local variations. 
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being known as sholent or tcholcnt in Russia, and shulet in 
Bohemia. Its etymology has been exphiintd in various 
fanciful ways, but the word is doubtless derived from the Old 
French chauld ( " w ar m " ) , and thus points totheancient origin 
of the popular dish. A common form of shalei is known as 
Imgel, a kind of pudding, in which floor, fat, and raisins aie 
usual ingredients. The law that has evolved this peculiar 
dish is abo responsible for the extensive use of the samovar 
in oithodox homes. Water may not be boiled nor ten 
brewed on the Sabbath, but if the tea is prepared in the 
samovar before the incoming of the Sabbath, and a cup 
therefrom drunk, the bevera,G:e may be kept hot throughout 
the huly day without any infringement of the law. The 
various kinds of soups pn pared by the Jewish housewife 
are also distinctive. The commonest is that served with 
lokshcn, long strips of dough made of flour and eggs, like 
macaroni . The strips are sometimes cut into small squares^ 
which are known as farfU, There is also a variety ii sour 
soups, called hofsciUsh, the moat popular of which are made 
of beetroot mixed with the yolk ol egg^. 

A peculiar aspect of the cuisine consists in the fact that 
special dishes are sacred to certain festivals or seasons of 
the year. The most important instance is the Feast of 
Passover, upon which no leavened bic ad may be eaten. 
The unleavened bn ad, in the form of large, thin, round 
biscuits, is not only a staple article of diet, but also an 
ingredient in most of the othi r dishes of the Passover week. 
The unleavened bread is ground into meal, with which little 
dumplings, called kneidlack (Ger.y knodel} or fmUzakleis, 
are made and eaten with soup ; and the meal is also the 
chief ingredient in vaiious sorts of puddings and pancakes. 
Adish sacred to three occasions in the year— ^the Feast of 
Purim, the eve of the Day of Atonement, and the seventh 
day of the Feast of Tabernacles— is known BAkrepkek^caor 
sbting of little triangular meat-patties served with soup. 
Another delicacy peculiar to Purim is the Haman-Tasche, a 
kind of turnover filled with honey and black poppy-seed. 
On the day preceding the Fast of Ab the conventional dish 
is mikhige lokshen, home-made macaroni boiled in milk; 



Digitiztxi by Google 




Google 



I 

THE HOME : EXTERNAL FEATURES 55 

and on the Feast of Chanucah (in December) the special 
dainties are pancakes, called I alkies, aad fried scraps of 
the skin of a fowl, known as grihencs. 

The forec^oing description is merely a summary of the 
peculiarities of Jewish cookery, but it suffices to show that 
the cuisine in Jewry is as distinctive an element in its 
social life as in that of any nation living in a land oi its own. 
Apart from his ofwn peodiar dishes, the obsenmnt Jew also 
adopts those of Us native eoontiy so far as they can be 
allowed by Us dietary laws, and lie imports them into any 
land to wbich be may emigrate. Tfans, in the Jewish 
qnarterof a Western city, one may see displayed in the shop- 
windows the large dark-brown loaves reminiscent of the 
Russian Pale, the kegs of olives, cucumbers and gherkins 
that hail from Holland, and the tureens of sauerkraut and 
variegated sausages that owe their origin to Germany. 
But he who has departed from the religion of his fore- 
fathers is prone to adopt the cuisine of his environmiNit 
without reserve, and to indulge in all the forbidden meats 
that are anathema, to the hdthfnl. The disregard of the « 
dietary laws» as a nde, is no sadden procen, bat andogoes . 
n sort of developinent often occupying three or four generar • 
tions, the first generation befaig mordy lax about the dietaiy 
laws without committing any wilful transgression, the , 
second disregarding the laws about the preparation of per- ■ 
mitted meat and the mixture of meat and butter, the third j 
indulging in forbidden dishes only at restaurants, and the { 
fourth introducing them upon the table at home. 

Outward distinction of dress is confined to countries 
which are either geographically or morally Eastern. In 
Poland and Galida the Jews cling with religious devotion 
to the sixteenth-centmy Polish co stum e of the long gsber- 
dine, tied round with a girdle^ and the roond fur hat. Even 
boys of a tender age wear the gaberdine, wUle instead of the 
fur hat they have a peculiar cap with a ^bsed peak. The 
well-to-do members of the community honour the Sabbath 
and festivals with a gaberdine of silk or satin and a hat of 
the finest fur ; but there is no local variation in the costume 
of th^ Jewish women in those districts. There are certain 
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distinctioiui in regard to dresB, however, wliidi tm observed 

by orthodox Jews in all parts of ^e world. They will not 
wear a garment made of the mixed labric forbidden by the 
Mosaic law and known as sliaatnez, such as a mixture of 
linen and wool (Lev. xix. 19). Under their vest they 
wear a small praying-shawl (Talith kaion) in the shape of a 
chest-protector, made of cotton or wool, with a woollen 
fringe inserted in each of the four comers and arranged 
according to special regulations elaborated by the Rabbis 
ixom the Pentateuch (Num.zv. 37-41). This gannent is also 
called itrba Imnfoih foor comers % or, more popolaify 
stiU^niMrfringcs'O.aiidit is worn by a boy from his 
earhest years. The pious Jew regards it as irreverent to be 
bareheaded, and hence always wears a sknll-cap at home, a 
custom rendered further necessary by frequent prayers and 
sacred study, for both of which the head must be covered. 
To prevent the possibihty of being bareheaded even for a 
moment he wears the skull-cap throughout the day and 
places over it his hat ior outdoor wear when he leaves the 
house. 

Law and custom also regulate the dressing of the hair 
in orthodox circles. The Mosaic prohibition ol shaving,* 
in Lev. six. 27 (" Ye diall not roond the oomen of your 
heads, neither shalt thoo mar the conien of thy beaid ")> 

is rigidly upheld, but is regarded as applying only to the 
operation with a razor. Those who wish to remove the hair 
without infringing the law use scissors, clipj^ers, or a 
chemical depilatory ; but the complete removal of the 
beard, by whatever means, is regarded by staunch adherents 
of orthodoxy as a revolt from Rabbinical Judaism. In 
many parts of Eastern Europe, particularly Russia and 
Galicia, the hair is allowed to grow on both sides of the head 
and to hang down in curls or ringlets, in strict conformity 
wi^ the Levitical rule. In 1^5 Nicholas I of Russia 
decreed that his Jewish subjects should discard tins custom, 
togetiier with their Fohsh costume ; but ear-locfcs (feM^ 
are still worn eadensively in Eastern Europe, even by boys 
of a tender age, and they may be seen adorning the chedcs 
of piuub Jew s from the East who have migrated to a Western 
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dty. Married women arc required by Rabbinical law not 
to expose their hair, on pain of being regarded wanton. 
Hence orthodox Jewesses after marriage wear a wig which 
completely covers their hair, while in the Orient they don a 
kerdiief. In the Western world, however, both men and 
women for the most part disregard these customs and 
follow the local fashion. 
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HOME LIFE AND CUSTOMS 



The formative forces in home life — ^The religious foctor in the 
daily regimen — Preparations for the Sabbath — At home on Friday 
night — ^The Sabbath day — Festival observances : Passo\'er — Taber- 
nacles — Other liasls — Fasts — Historical and local factor*— The 
position oi woman-^I .ingnistic ieatures — ^Last scene oi all 



HE conditions and character of home life are 



determined by three mam forces. The first consists 



JL of religious regulations, the second of historical 
development, and the third of local environment. The 
religious regiilationsarethosc embodied inthe ShulchanAruch 
{" Table Prepared the digest compiled by Rabbi Joseph 
Caro in the sixteenth century 19011 the basis of the Talmud 
audits many commentaries. This mediaeval code controls 
and colours every movement in the daily life of the orthodox 
Jew ; it governs every step in his earthly pilgrimage 
from the cradle to the grave. It ]>rescribes with elaborate 
minuteness the varied obs( rvances lor Sabbaths, feasts, 
and fasts, the customs and ceremonies for the principal 
events of human life, the relations that should prevail 
between husband and wife, between man and his neighbours. 
Prayer, diet, dress, chaiity, morality, and the functions of 
nature are all subjects of precise regulation. The Shulchan 
Arueh has thus imparted a fundamental uniformity to 
the scattered communities which would else have become 
diversified by local conditions, though its authority is no 
longer leoogniaed so universally, nof are its ordmanoea 
followed so scrupulousfy as in days gone by. The historic 
factor in domestic life has arisen from the growth and 
experiences of the community ; it comprises social con- 
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ventions, pastimes, folk-lore, and the peculiar amenities of 
family life. It prevails mostly in the old-established settle- 
ments in Eastern Europe, but on being transplanted by 
emigrants to the lands of the West it is gradually dissolved 
in an alien atmosphere. The inflhienceol local envuonment 
is naturally restricted in point of extent, bat it operates 
with a growing degree of intensity, for throngfaont the lands 
of the West, and in a lesser degree even in the East, local 
habits and fashions tend to invade the home and to com- 
pete with the characteristic features of historic Judaism, 
triumphing over them where no conscious resistance is 
ofiered. 

The preceding chapters have already afforded illustrations 
of the religious factors in home life, but they form only a 
fraction of the rites and observances that endow it with its 
specific character. Let ns follow the daily movements of a 
oonfcnning Jew, as enjoyed by the SMdbiiiiiwcft, which 
presaibes that be Shan ntter a hundred benedictions a day. 
No sooner does he wake in the morning than he potns water 
three times over each hand, for his hands are regarded as 
ritually unclean after the night's sleep, and he may not touch 
his face nor walk more than '* foiu* cubits " (about six feet) 
before performing the ablution. Nor may he walk beyond 
this limit with uncovered head or without wearing his 
garment of fringes, for he must ever be filled with a feeling 
of reverence for the Creator. The first important duty of 
the day is to offer up his prayers, but before he may do this 
be must cleanse himBelf by discharging his natural functions 
and bless the Creator for having fashioned him with the 
organs necessary for health. He then completes his toilet 
ai^ proceeds from cleanliness to godfinesa. If he can he 
attends morning service in the synagogue and bmries thither 
to symbolize his zeal ; otherwise he offers up liis prayers at 
home, together with his sons. For twenty minutes or half 
an horn* the room has the appearance of a miniature syna- 
gogue, the worshippers wearing the talith (" praying-shawl") 
and tephillin ("phylacteries") and voicing their Hebrew 
prayers in a quaint traditional cadence. 

Only after completing his devotions may he take his 
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breakfast, which, like every other meal, is attended with a 
ritual of benediction. He pours water three times over his 
hands, and while drying them blesses " the King of the 
Univene, who hath sanctified us with His commandmente. 
and commanded us to cteame the hands." He then says 
grace before meat : Blesaed art Tboa, O Lord our God, 
King of the Univene, who hringest forth Isead from the 
earth/' and breaks bread. Brief as is this grace before the 
meal, that which comes after it is appreciably long, and then 
the members of the family disperse to their various occu- 
pations. In the Western world, where trains wait for no 
man, the morning devotions and grace are often sadly 
mutilated by the nt ctssity of punctuality at office, factory, 
or school, but a compensating leisureliness may be observed 
in the devotions of the evening. An orthodox Jew tries to 
attend the evening service at the synagogue not alone 
because of the religious virtue attaching thereto, but also 
becausehe may join a class of amateur students — tradesnnan, 
artisans, pedlais, and the like— In their nightly study of the 
Talnrad under the guidance of the Rabbi. But even if he 
should be unable to go to the house of prayer, he will never 
fail in his devotions at home, and he w ill round off the pro- 
gramme of the day by studying a page of the Talmud, utter- 
ing the complicated argument in a pecuhar chant-like air 
in the midst of the family circle. His leisure moments are 
devoted to the reading of Hebrew works, primarily those 
of religious lore, and he always finds time to con a news- 
pl^r, being as interested in international as in purely 
lood afiairs. Before retiring to bed he offers up a nig^- 
prayer in which he fervently declares : " Into Thy hand I 
commit my spirit. Thou hast redeemed me, O Lord, God 
of truth," and thrice rqieats : "Bdiold, the Guardian of 
Israel neither slumbereth nor sleepeth/' 

The preparations for the Sabbath day are important 
not only because honour must be shown to it by special 
dishes, but still more because no cooking may be done on 
that day ; and hence the Jewish housewife is busy market- 
ing, cooking, and cleaning from Thursday morning till 
the setting of the sun on the following day. The kitchen 
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presents a scene of bustle ; there is the baking of the 
twisted loaves, sprinkled with poppy-seed in memory of 
the ancient manna, and of a large family cake ; the chop- 
ping of fish to make the boiled rissoles known as gefulUer 
fisch, and the frying in oil oi other hsh ; the preparing of 
the lockschm or macaroni for soap ; the plucking of a hen^ 
killed by a ritual slaughterer, and its disemboweUing, 
salting, and cooking ; and finally the cooking d the all- 
important ShdUt. Add to these the sweets and sauces 
which the ingenuity d a diligent housewife may provide, 
and lemember the rigid separation she must observe 
between meat and butter, and then one may acquire some 
notion of her task in preparing an orthodox welcome for 
the " Sabbath bride." The course of her labours may be 
suddenly interrupted by the discovery of a pin in the 
bowels of the hen, or some other ritual blemish, whereupon 
she must send the fowl to the Rabbi to inquire whether 
it is kosher. An adverse decision causes only passing irrita- 
tion, for much more serious than the sacrifice of the fowl 
would have been the sin d eating it; and, besides, the forbid- 
den biidcan be sold to a Gentile neiii^bour. The housewife 
may also be intenrupted by the caUs of poor women, begging 
for the wherewithal to celebrate the Sabbath, and she gives 
them each a couple of candles to light in honour of the 
holy day. In addition to cooking there is the work of 
cleaning and dusting to make the house look bright and 
festive : the Sabbath candlesticks, the cutlery, and the 
boots all receive a vigorous polish. In many a humble 
home these arduous preparations have to be carried out 
alone by the zealous housewife, burdened perchance with 
the cares of infant children, though her husband accounts it 
a religious virtue to help. He distils the raisin wine for 
the sanctificadon d the Sabbath, brews the tea in the 
saniovar» and drinks the first cupso that he and hisfamify 
may lawfully enjoy the hot beverage during the day of 
rest. So absorbing are these various tasks — ^for no work 
of any kind may be done from sunset on Friday for the 
next twenty-four horn's — ^that there is hardly time to eat ; 
and indeed the upholders of tradition designedly eat little 
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during the day so that they may develop a keen appetite 
for the evening repast. The conforming Jew also takes a 
hot bath, trims his hair, pares his nails, and dons his best 
clothes. With a feehng of rehef the mi>tr< ss oi the house 
appHes herself to her final duty — the decking of the table. 
She covers it with a wliite linen cloth, places at the head 
the two twisted loaves, symbolical oi the double portion 
of manna gathned in the Wilderness of Sinai on the Sabbath 
eve, and covers tliem with a fancy doth, generatty of dark 
led velvet with a Helwew dengn or benediction endb^ 
in yellow. She puts the bottle d rsinn wine or some 
waptskx dftWF f r t iifTn near the bread, and the csndlesticks 
of brass or copper or tfher, somrtinifs two and sometimes 
four, containing wax candles, at the opposite end. Then 
she lights the wicks, and covering her eyes with her palms 
she offers up the Hebrew prayer : " Blessed art Thou, O 
Lord our God, King of the Universe, who hast sanctified 
us with His commandments and commanded us to kindle 
the Sabbath light." Thus she welcomes the day of rest, 
and with her daughters she awaits the return of her husband 
and sons from the synagogue, whither they have gone to 
join in the service ot psahnodjr from which nan^ bat 
m^^tnmom, can excose their absence. 

An air of peace and contentment fiOs even the hnmb&est 
home on ISdday ni^^t. The snow^bite doth, ilhnmned 
by the sacred lights and adorned with the velvet mantle 
of the twin loaves and the w ine of sanctilication, changes 
the lowly abode into a place of delight, from which all the 
toil and turmoil of the week are banished : the genial 
scene is infused with a spiritual glow and touched with 
an Eastern glamour. Amid joyous greetings of ** Good 
Sabbath ! " the husband and sons axe welcomed home, and 
the ties of family affection are drawn still closer by poetic 
ceremomaL The fsther, placing his hands on the hnds of 
his childien, pronoonces a Uesdng in Bibliad diction, wr 
voktng the favour of God to make his sons '* like Ephraim 
and Manasseh*" and his daughtos Uke Sarahs Rebeocah* 
Rachel, and Leah/' And he sings the praises of bis wife in 
the glowing panegyric of the Book of Proverbs (xud.). 
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fashioned as an acrostic on the Hebrew alphabet, to a tradi- 
tional air : "A virtuous woman who can find ? for her price 
is far above rubies." And then, the family gathered round 
the table, he recites the sanctilication over the wine, in 
which he recalls how God " rested on the seventh day from 
all His work which He had made, and God blessed the 
seventh day, and hallowed it." He drinks of the wine, and 
passes the cup toimd the table ; and after laving his hands 
in the ritual manner and sajing grace, he cots one of the 
loaves and distributes a piece to all pfesent. The family 
drde often indndes a poor stranger, a Sabbath guest, who 
has been invited hcnaie fma synagogue in accordance with 
tiieelhlcalpfeeept of'* hospitality to wayfarers." The guest 
is soon put at his ease and joins in the conversation, and 
if he be a Russian or Rumanian immigrant seeking asylum 
in a Western land, he regales his hosts with stories of his sad 
experiences. Between the couises there is a brief inter- 
lude for the singing of hymns, with spirited refrains, which 
proclaim the duties and pleasures oi Sabbath observance. 
Grace after meat is recited with many melodious passages, 
in some of which the whole company joins, and the hoose 
is filled with the joyous strains (k Hebrew minstrdsy, 
Resently the soond of sacied song is heard again, for the 
father df the household chants the anient portion of the 
Fentatench to a quaint Oriental air, in which his sons 
occasionally join. 

It is the one night of the week when, in many ( ircles, all 
the members of the family gather together to indulge in 
the pleasures of conversation. They may not perform on a 
musical instrument or smoke, but they may diversify the 
evening by a game of chess, though as a rule the conversa- 
tion is sustained with sufficient vigour to dispense with 
adventitious pastimes. Even in homes where the ritual of 
the Sahbath is not strictly kept, the ni^t is regar^d as 
sacred to domestic intercourse, and the famify circle is not 
broken up even .by the most tenqiting attractions outside. 
For the orthodox visits to places of public amwement are 
out of the question, as they would involve the handling of 
money, and perhaps the use of a vehicle, both acts that are 
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lofUddeii on the aamd day. Bat thoie who are keen 

upon seeing a play avoid transgressing the letter of the law 

by booking seats in advance and walking to and from the 
theatre, although conscious that they are departing from 
the traditional observance of the day. They, ho\ve\'er, 
who remain at home help to conserve the spirit of the ages, 
the genius of the Sabbath as celebrated in diverse climes 
through the changing centuries. Nought can compare 
with the feeling of cheerfulness and intimacy that fills 
the peaceful household on this night, the hallowed candles 
shedding their beaming rays andmaldng playM shadows, 
the samovar steaming invitingly on the table, and the 
andbrosial finance ol the mocrow's iM^ 
of deUdocB contentment. And in harmony with the 
genial scene is the theme of conversation, parents telling 
their children tales of the olden days when Israel had a 
kingdom of his own, or of the mediaeval times when he was 
doomed to the dungeon and the stake, or stories of the wise 
men in the past ; or the older members of the group may 
engage in a discussion on a Talmudical problem or the 
destinies of their people, all heedless of which the yoaof^ 
sters slowly drop ofi to sleep. And the pleassnt discourse 
flows on nnroffled until the servant enters to pot oat the 
Ufjbks, for no Jew may kindle or eztingmsh fire on the holy 
day (Ex. zxzv. 3). Bvt the SaUath candles nrast 
not be tooched : they are left to bom nnto the end, and 
the conversation is often continued until the last feeble 
flicker of the dying wick leaves all in the gloom that 
enwraps the future. 

The prohibition to handle fire on the Sabbath has 
produced a special character, the Shahhos-goyah or "Sabbath 
Gentile," who, in houses where there is no non- Jewish 
servant, attends to the lights and fires and performs any 
other domestic work forbidden to the Jew. These functions 
are usually discharged by the charwoman who has helped 
hi the preparationB earlier in the day; but there are 
hundreds of thousands of homes where even a duurwoman 
on a week-day is a luxury. But on the Sabbath Gentile 
assistanoe is neeessaiy lot all who would keep the Law, 
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and hence even the poorest home cannot dispense with 
a *' fire-woman," as she is called in English parlance. 
The fire-woman " usually looki after a number of houses 
in the same distfkt, and her chaiige» which is caUed " fire* 
money/' is qaitt moderate, amoaaddng to only a few pence 
lor the day. 

Early on the Sabbath morning the observant }ew wends 

his way to synagogue, to attend a service that lasts from 
two to three hours. He goes breakfast less, for he may 
eat no food until he has offered up his prayers ; the only 
refreshment he takes is a glass of tea from the inex- 
haustible samovar. As it is almost noon before he is home 
again, he often combines breakfast with dinner, eating the 
joint repast with becoming leisureliness, and chanting with 
e<mtentment the Sabbath hymns after consuming the 
succulent sMei. In the afternoon he indulges in a nap, 
eyaminfH the progress of his ycnng sons in theh* Hebrew 
studies, and very often Itetens to a long Talmudical dis- 
coone, which follows the afternoon service in the synagogue. 
Morning sermons are not the fashion in his house of prayer, 
for no Dcrasha (" discourse *') worthy of the name can be 
delivered under an hour and a half, and to prolong the 
morning service to such an extent would arouse the pangs 
of hnnqt r even among the most zealous, and so violate the 
tranquil spirit of the day. Even if tl^ere be no Talmudic 
homily to detain him, he often lingers in the house of prayer 
to engage in mundane converse until the concluding prayers 
of the Sabbath at sunset, for to him and all his circle the 
S3mgDgue is also a social rendesvous. But in the long 
summer afternoons he returns home to take a third meal, 
for the code ordains that he shall eat three meals in honour 
of the Sabbath, a sumptuary law which he will not wQlinc^ 
transgress. 

When the final service of the day, begun in the tliickening 
shadovk'S and concluded amid the lighting of lamps, is over, 
he wends his way home, greets the family with Gut Woch 
(" Ciood week"), and ushers out the sacred day with the 
ceremony of Hahdalah (** Separation ") just enacted in the 
synagogue, which indicates the transition to the working 

5 
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day. He pours wine into a cup, lets it flow over to sym- 
bolize the Di\ine bounty which he wishes to enjoy in the 
coming week, and utters a benediction. He takes a spice- 
box, shakes it, and inhales the pungent fragrance, to t3rpify 
the " additional soul " with which the Sabbath, according 
to tradition, has endowed him. He places his hands 
against a plaited wax-li^, gmnHy hdd by a yoaogfir 
son (who is jestingly admonished to hold it lumber if he 
desires a taU bride), and bending the fingers inwards, he 
marks the contrast between the shadow within and the 
light without and blesses " the Creator of the light of 
fire." And in a closing benediction he blesses the King 
of the Universe for having made a distinction " between 
the holy and tlie profane, between lisjht and darkness, 
between Israel and the nations, between the seventh day 
and the six days of creation." He sips the wine and passes 
it romid to the males ^ ; he extinguishes the taper in the 
mddy overflow in the plate. The day of rest is over and 
the week of work has began again, and he meets its cares 
and troubles with a lilting hymn and a |^ refrain : 

*' He who profane from holy parti. 
Our sins He will forgive ; 
Our seed» our means He wiU increase 
tito find, Mkft «ten ci night. 

ICy voice, let not be turned aaidA; 

The pate of favour ope. 
My head with dew doth overflow. 
My locks with drops of night. 

Lord, in Thine hand we are like day; 

Forgive the light and grave. 
For speech dav utters unto day, 
And night to ev'ry night." 

Life in the home presents the same general featur e s 
on festivals as on the Sabbath, with dif fe rences of cere- 
monial and diet due to each special occa»on. The most 

striking differences are those connected with the Feast 
of Passover and Tabernacles, which are both observed 

* Women do not partake of the wine of Uahd tl ih. as thiSf tt% WopffOttA 
to have less personal interest in the xeBumption oi work. 
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with rites in which historic memories, poetic symbolism, 
and religious legalism are all intertwined. Passover 
involves a culinary revolution, for all leavened food must 
be removed from the house, the crockery and cutlery 
used throughout the year must be replaced by the special 
sets reserved for the festival, and a staple factor 6f the 
week's diet is the brittle unleavened bread first baked 
by the Israelites on their flight from Egypt. The dis- 
tinguishing feature of the celebration, which is pecuharly 
rich in picturesque ceremonial, is the service of praise 
and prayer offered up on the first two nights around the 
festive table, upon which, beside the gleaming candles, are 
the dishes that "^ymbohze the Egyptian bondage and the 
Divine redemption. The Sabbath loaves are replaced by 
three cakes of unleavened bread, representing the " bread 
of affliction." A bowl of bitter herbs recalls the bitterness 
of the Pharaonic oppression ; a pasty confection of almonds 
and si»ces, into wl^ch the bitter herbs are dipped before 
they are eaten, typifies the mortar wherewith the cities 
of Pithom and Rameses were built ; the shankbone of 
a lamb represents the Paschal offering of Temple days ; 
and a roasted egg stands for the private offering made by 
every Jew on his pilgrimage to Jerusalem three times a 
year in the romantic past. And before each member of 
the family group is a glass of wine which must be filled 
and emptied four times at fixed intervals in the service, 
in memory of the fourfold utterance in which the Almighty 
announced the redemption.^ An extra cup of wine is 
kept ready for any possible guest, and is called " the cup 
of Elijah/' as the guest most desired is Elijah, the fore- 
numer of the MessiaJi. 

The prayers narrate the history of the departure from 
£g3rpt and explain the meaning of the several rites con- 
nected with the celebration, and hence they are called 
Haggudah ("recital"). The order of the service is known 

^ Ex. vi 6, 7 : " Aad I frill Mug yov o«t bom under iBbm tadm 
of Bgjptiaat* and I iritt rid Tfm <mt ol llieir boad^ 
yoQ yAfh. a stretchad ont arm, and with great Judgemente : and I irill 
take yon to AM for a people." 
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as Seder or " Order/* and the first two evenini^s of Passover 
are called " Seder evenings." Tliis domeslic celebration 
is in many cases the only occasion of a family reunion 
throughout the year, and thus serves other than purely 
relifxious objects ; whilst the interest of the children is 
aroused by assigning to tiie youngest present the duty ol 
asking four questions in regard to the distinguishiDg 
features of tlie evening. 

It is the custom on the Feaat oC Tahemades to live 
as nmdk as possible in a tabemade or booth for sevm 
days» in memory ol the tents in which the children ol 
Israel dwelt during their wanderings in the wildemeaa. 
The booth is a small temporary structure of wood, built 
generally at the back of the house, with a roof of rushes 
that lets in the daylight. The duty of " dwelling " therein 
is interpreted by staunch pietists to include not only eating 
but sleeping; but as the festival falls at the end of Sep^ 
tember, when cold nights in the Western world would 
make sleep in such an abode uncomfortable, the great 
majority of the orthodox fold are content simply to have 
their meals and receive their friends there. The booth ia 
generally home-made, and all members of the family* 
especially the yoonger ones, take a dehi^ in helping ia 
its erection. The interior is decorated with picture** 
religious emblems and Helnew mottoes, and from the roof 
hang clusters of fruit, which give to the rude structure 
the appearance of a rustic bower in an Eastern land, and 
recall "the feast of ingathering" in ancient Palestine 
which the festival also commemorates. At nightfall, when 
the booth is lit up by the candles that have been blessed 
by the housewife, and the family are gathered around the 
table, the pious paterfamilias raises his voice in tuneful 
melody as he intones the sanctification over the wine, 
quicldy to be fdlowed by his neighbouis in the tabemaclea 
near by, and thns a chorus of Hebrew tiumk^ghring liaaa 
unto the star-lit heavens throuc^ont the c^be four thousand 
years after the wandering tribe dwelt in booths in the 
Wilderness of Sinai. 

The other festivals have also a domestic side to their 
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observance, though not to such an impressive extent. 
Pentecost, the second of the three pilgrim feasts, is the 
least endowed with special oepemooial : the only custom 
is that of sitting up the greater part of the first night and 
reading passages from the Script area and the Talmod, 
for the festival co mm emorates the giving of the Law. 
New Year is the occasion for an effusive exchange of 
friendly wishes, which are communicated in Western 
lands largely through the medium of private cards and 
the columns of the Press ; wliilst the festive repast is 
begun with a sweet apple dipped in honey, to typify the 
year of sweetness for which everybody prays. The final 
meal on the Eve of the Day of Atonement is consumed 
with an air of solemnity, the grace being uttered in a 
tcaif nl voice ; whilst tlie fast is brc^en with a meal ao- 
eom|ianied by every sign of joy and festivity. The Feast 
of Dedication (Chanxicah), vdndi commemorates the victory 
of the Maccabees over the Syrians, is a feast of light and 
song, which makes a potent appeal to children. On the first 
night one light, and on each succeeding evening a further 
light must be kindled, so that a row of eight beaming 
lights illumines the home on the kust night ; and the 
children, who have helped in the kindling, join in the 
gleeful hymn which tells of the re-dedication of the Temple 
after its pollution by the S}Tian foe. ^pending-money 
{Ckmucah Geld) is given to the youngsters, who also 
demand a similar bomtty on Porim {Fmim GMj, wherewith 
to cdebrate the downfall of Haman with fitting lejoking. 
The latter festival is the occasion, particiilarl3r in Eastern 
£mt>pe, of amateor theatricals, the favoorite performance 
being a Hebrew or Yiddish play, with Esther and Mordecai 
as tliL- heroes and Haman as the villain. A simpler form 
of entertainment is provided by two or three minstrels, 
who generally go in some sort of disguise from house to 
house, fiddhng and singing all manner of merry songs. 
Three-cornered turnovers hlled with honey and black 
poppy-seed, and known as HrnmmUascken, are eaten; 
modest gifts are exchanged between friends in aoccrdanoe 
with the cnBtom prescribed in the Book of Esther; and 
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the youngsters make a rc^cking din with their rattles to 
prodaim anew fhe dMcrrnifitnre of the wicked Hamao* 
It is an occasion when meny-making amonnts to a duty* 
and a liberal indolgeim in strong drink is even leooni- 
mended by the orthodox code, a omselfaithiiilfy adopted 
by those who wodd make a virtne of their failings. 

The fasts of the calendar likewise find external ex- 
pression in the home, since no food or drink may be taken 
by anybody above the age of thirteen, the year in which 
religious responsibility is attained. The house is often 
closed on the Day of Atonement, for the whole family 
are in the synagogue from early mom till sunset. On the 
four fast days kept in commemoration of events connected 
with the fall of Jcmsalem (Zech. viii. 19) the Jew may 
attendtohisordlnaiy work, and the home almost presents 
its usual aspect, save for the absence of meab. But on the 
mnth of Ab (August), the anniveisaiy of the destractioii 
of the Temple, he may not wear boots or shoes of leather, 
nor greet his friends, in token of the sadness of the day. 

Prominent as these national and religious anniversaries 
are in moulding and colouring home life in JewTy, they do 
not dominate it to the exclusion of other factors, for there 
are also features due to liistorical development and local 
environment. To the former category belong the peculiar- 
ities of language employed by Jews» their peculiar greetings, 
expletives, idioms, prover b s, folk-songs — all the elements 
of the dlistinctive culture evolved throo^ the centuries. 
The features due to local environment are as varied as the 
envirofiunents themselves. They prsvail predondnaotfy, 
but not exclusively, in Western lands, and in proportion 
as they invade and dominate the Jewish home, the latter 
loses its distinctive character. 

The home is the dominion of the Jewish woman : hers 
is the duty of safop:uarding its purity religiously, morally, 
and ritually, a task which demands unceasing vigilance 
and leaves little leisure for extrardomestic labours. The 
Jewish woman is trained in the ways of modesty and taught 
that chastity is the hi^iest virtue. This lesson is entaoed 
upon the eve d maniage by the custom of replacing her 
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inaiden tmses by a inatniidy wig, to av«rt adi^^ 
any otlier but her husband. Even before marriage she may 
not be in the company of men, except under the closest 
chaperonage, and at social gatherings she and her sisters 
must entertain themselves in one room, whilst the men 
are in another. She dances with her own sex too, or if 
she dances with a man she may not touch his hand, but 
liolds one end of a handkerchief while he holds another, 
and thus they trip it decorously. This rigorous separation 
of the sexes prevails oofy in certain circles in Rnasia, 
Galicia, and tlie lands of tlie East, thon^ even in Western 
countries the pioos lock askance at social intexcoorse be* 
tween men and women. But the tendency to discard these 
habits of the Orient is steadily progressing. The Jewish 
woman upon marriage abandons any occupation she may 
have followed for a living, in order to devote herself com- 
pletely to her wifely duties ; and if her husband be too 
poor to allow this sacrilice she gives up her work at least 
as soon as she looks forward to motherhood. Her natural 
instinct to give utterance to her emotions in song is dis- 
couraged by the puritanical rule of the Talmud: "A 
voice in a woman is lewdness/' but it is too strong and 
primeval to be suppressed by law. She sings lullabies and 
fdlk-6oogB« simple Yiddi^ compcskioiis that have all the 
qualities of popular ballads, insphred by traditi<nial ideals 
and echoing with national sorrows. She sings to her baby- 
boy of the study of the Torah and the pursuit of trade, 
the twin ideal of the Eastern Jew ; and croons over her 
baby-girl a ditty in which she pictures her already as a 
mother, revealing the insistent sense of maternity that 
animates the women of her race. No insipid rhymes about 
m3rthical monsters are her cradle-songs, but serious re- 
flections on daily life. 

" A little while together we will play. 

And tbm to achool tiie child miist quickly go, 
Whm lie win lean tl&t Tonh's happy way; 
And good lepoitB to us wUl daily flow." 

Thus from the cradle does the child inhale a spirit of 
earnestness. 
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tlioae oonumuiities that have evolved a specifically }e\¥iah 
cnhiire, namely, in the East, whilst it has extended to the 

Western Ghettos to which this culture is transplanted. It 
is part of the general intellectual atmosphere, of which the 
language spoken, whrthrr Yiddish or Ladino, with all its 
peculiarities of speech and cuiTcnt idioms, forms so im- 
portant an element. For the Jew born and bred in the 
atiOQgholda of Jewish tradition has his own individual 
way df expressing himself, his own peculiar greetings, oaths, 
and proverbs. He haa a pdmitive mode of nomenclature, 
addressing his nd^^bOiom lyy their toename, with a title 
ci leqMct, soch as Reb Samuel " (Mr. Samuel ) or 

Reb David," or doaominating thein by some physical 
or aodal characteristic such as " the red Michael/' the 
tall Archik," " the Lomzha Melamnud " (teacher), or 
** Chaye die Shtnayc " (the gossip). If he is ignorant of a 
man's name he addresses him simply as *' Landsnwnn '* 
(countryman) or, somewhat whimsically, as " Rch Yid " 
(Mr. Jew). His time-honoured Hebrew greeting is 
'* Shalom aleichem " (Peace unto you), to which his friend 
responds with " Alei€k$m sMmh." But this salutation 
is generally used only i^Km seeing a friend after a long 
absence, the more castomary gushing being in Yiddish : 
'*fr«tiiMMar?" (Howare yon?). Good day " and 
'* Good evening ** have their literal equivalents, m gittm 
Tog," " a guten Ovend" (Ger. Abend), though the latter are 
often shortened to simply "a guten/" On the Sabbath 
the greeting is '* Gut Shabbos " (Good Sabbath), or among 
the Sephai'dim, " Shabhat Shalom " (A Sabbath of peace) ; 
on the festivals, "Gut Yomiov" (Good holy day); and at 
the close of Sabbatlis and festivals, " Giii Woch " (Good 
week). Should a person visit his friend whilst the latter is 
seated at table, he exclaims in Hebrew : " Blessed is he that 
sttteth 1 " and should one of them sneese, the other calls 
out, "AtmMh*' or ''Zu Gmmd" (Good health!). Ihe 
usual formula of congratulation is *'MmmxoI Tool** (Good 
hick), while in drinking a toast the wish expressed is 

Lkkayimi" (For life). These are but the comroonfst 
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forms of f»r^eting in the course of daily conversation, wllkil 
contains a multitude of idioms. 

We come now to the last scene of all, and the jianorama 
of domestic life will be complete. The Jew bi holds the 
approach of theshadnwof Death into hishome with poignant 
grief » for his family affection is strong and deep-rooted. He 
does not lightly reconcile himself to the loss of his flesh and 
blood ; he offers up Psalms in a wailing voice by the bedside 
or in aa adjoiiiiiig room* hofang tbat the Ahi^ 
•ad have mercy. He selects verses from the alpliabetical 
Fs. cadz. that correspond to the letters of the name of the 
stricken one, believing that this acrostic of propitiation will 
work with potent charm. And when he sees that the 
breath grows feebler, and the deathly pallor deeper, and 
that all hope is vain, he utters the declaration of faith 
for the dying to repeat : Shema — Hear, O Israel, the Lord 
our God, the Lord is one. Blessed be the name of His 
glorious Kingdom for ever and ever. The Lord, He is God. 
The Lord, He is God." For some moments he refrains 
iran touching the body» to make sure that life is extinct, 
and then he closes the e;^ and covers the lace of the dead. 
He mjdces a rent in his garment, as also do the other 
members of the family, and aU who hear of the sad 
news respond : " Blessed be the true Judge." The body is 
washed by the members of a " Holy Brotherhood " with 
traditional rites, and a talith ("praying-shawl") — s\Tnbol 
of the faith of the s\'nagogue — is wrapped around it before 
it is laid into the coffin. Many relatives and friends join 
in the funeral procession, for to accompany the dead to 
their last resting-place is a deed of enduring merit. An 
oil-wick is lit in memory of the soul that has fled, and 
is kept alight for a whole week. When the moomers 
return home the father and brothers of the departed, first 
laving their hands before entering, exchange tli^ leathern 
footgear for slippers of doth, and sit on low stools in 
token of sorrow. They break their fast with a modest 
meal of bread and hard-boiled eggs, which typify by 
their lack of an opening the sealed lips of the mourner. 
The frugal repast is prepared by a neighbour, for the 
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mourners may not eat of tbdr aim cooking at the first 

meal after the burial. For seven days (Shiva) they sit at 
home and mourn, abstaining from work and even from a 
careful toilet. Three times a day they hold divine service, 
in which friends and members of their synagogue join, and 
they offer up the prayer of Kaddish (" sanctitication " ) in 
honour of the memory of tlie departed. They study the 
pa^ of Holy Writ, above all the Book of Job, to 
•olaoe tlidr giief, and of an evenmg tbe Rabbi esqMvnds 
a page ol the Tahnnd or a chapter o! the Scr^itiirea to 
the firiends who oome to console and remain to pray. 

May the Qmnipreaent comfort yon among the reat of 
the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem ! " is tbe consolation 
nttered by visitors as they leave the house, the words 
in which the precentor on the Sabbath eve welcomes the 
mourners back to the synagogue. And whenever the 
name of the dead is mentioned henceforth it is coupled 
with the pious invocation : " Peace upon him I " and upon 
every anniversary of the event {JakneU^ an oilrwick is lit 
in tbe home and the Kaiditk prayer is offered np by the 
nearest relative in the synagogue. 
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CHAPTER V 

PHILANTHROPy 

" For tii0 poor dun ntvorotawostcf tin land: tho wf oto I cofnmiMl tfaeo, 
aayini^ Tbon ahalt open ttise luoid wide unto Uiy brotiitt; to tlqr 
poor, and to tfay needy, in tby land.'*— Dsut. zv. zi. 

Charity a basic principle of Jewish life — Administration in 
ancient and mediaeval times — Modern ]-)rinciples of administration 
— Local organizations — Methods of relief — Personal service — 
The hnanciai burden — Orphanages, hospitals, and almshouses 
—The relief of Eaatem Jewry — ^Emigration and exceptional 

THE practice of charity is a basic principle of 
Jewish life, and forms a prominent feature of every 
communal organization. Ordained in the Penta- 
teuch as a commandment, and emphasized throughout the 
Bible as a social duty, the relief of the poor has from 
the earliest times always received the ready aid of the in- 
dividual and the zealous care of the community. In all 
the centuries of gloom and oppression that have lain so 
heavify upon the people of Israel, the cry of the needy 
has sever failed to be lieard. Wealth was considered as 
a trust from God, d which a Just stewardship reqoiied 
the gtyii^ cf a portion to the poor who stood nnd^ His 
eqiedal protection. The comer of the field, the gleanings 
of the harvest, the forgotten sheaf, and the growth of 
the seventh year, were all, according to the law of Moses, 
to be left to the poor. The lofty place accorded to 
charity in the Jewish scale of ethical virtues is best 
attested by its Hebrew equivalent, zedakah, which means 
'* righteousness." The giving of alms formed the supreme 

frictor <^ a righteous life in ancient Israel, and many were 

n 
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the Biblical maxims that were interpn ted by the sages 
of the Talmud in this sensf. and many tl. ■ doctrines and 
parables uttered by them in enforcement of the virtue. 
" Righteousness dclivereth from death " (Prov. xi. 4) 
meant *' Chaiity delivereth from death," an interpretation 
that found txpitaa,aa in the custom that atiU prevails oi 
coDectii^ ahns at a foneral in a box styled " the mMM 
box.*' The potency thns ascribed to charity is also pio- 
daimed in pregnant tenns in the synagogue ritual of the 
New Year and Day of Atonement : " Repentance, prayer, 
and charity a\ ert the evnl decree," a dortrine that still pro- 
duces an ( ffusive display of bencvolem ( on the eve of those 
solemn festivals. Nor is it enough merely to give alms, 
but personal kindness must also be sliown, as in hospitality 
to wayfarers, visiting the sick, and dowering the bride. 
So highly was the attribute of personal IfinHnnaft esteemed 
by the Rabbis of ancient times that, according to Simon 
the Just,^ it formed with the Torah and divine wotshqp 
the tripod upon which the worid rested. Moceover, it 
is the kfnditpaii shown in bestowing ahns which, according 
to another sage, deddes a man's final reward.* The 
particular needs of the poor must be studied and suitably 
relieved — such was the meaning of the Psalmist in de- 
claring : " Blessed is he that considereth the poor ** 
(xli. 2). The feelings of the poor man must also be 
respected, and hence " giving in secret " is the most 
estimable method of help. 

Charity became a matter of public administratiott in 
Jewry in the eariiest centmies of the Christian ent, aad 
the following branches of benevolent activity are enmnr 
erated in Rabbinical Kteratnre*: feeding the hungry 
and giving the thiisty to drink, dothing the naked, visiting 
the sick, burying the dead and comforting the mourners, 
redeeming the captives, educating the fatherless and 
sheltering the homeless, and ])i o\ iding poor maidens with 
dowries. In every communitv there was a charity-box 
(kuppah) from which every Friday doles were given to 
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the poor of the town for their meals during the following 
week and for clothing, and likewise to needy wayfarers ; 
and there was also a charity-bowl (tamhui) containing 
victuals needed for immediate relief. The funds for the 
charity-box were coUected by two trustworthy men, and 
administered by three oveneen« styled %mbha*e zedakah or 
fmmssim (from w^oPMt ), who woe chosen from the love* 
most membevt of the oomnnmlty and who oQoe indoded 
hi thehr nmnber the martyr Rabbi Aldba.^ The o v er s e eia 
of the poor, antid p at faig the methods of a modem diarity 
board, decided upon the merits and claims of the appUcants 
before granting them aid : a woman was given precedence 
before a man, and a student of the law before an ignoramus, 
whilst care was taken not to put anyone to shame. In 
addition to the distribution of alms there was in the early 
and mediaeval centuries a commimal hostel where tiw 
poor traveller obtained food and shelter, and also an 
asyhm (AiMMA) whidi served both as a home for the 
poor and as a hospital for the sick and aged* In the 
oonrae of thne the primitive diarity4>owl was ac^erseded 
by private hospitality or commimal kitdiens and by the 
activity of benevolent societies, whilst the relief from the 
charity-box gradually developed into the manifold activity 
of a prop)erly organized charitable society. In the Middle 
Ages such societies were already at work in every Jewish 
community in Europe for maintaining and clothing the 
poor, for educating the children of the poor, endowing 
poor maidens, rearing and educating orphans, visiting 
the sick, aiding side and lying-in women, sheltering the 
agod, fpving the poor a free burial, and ranacnnhig 
piisoiiaers.* This last brandi of benevolent activity waa 
the prt>diict of the tribiilatio»s to whidi the Jews were 
exposed by their frequent expnkkms in m ed iaw ral th 
and exacted especial efforts from the Spanish and Italian 
Jews owing to the repeated captures of their bretlircn by 
corsairs of the Mediterranean. 

•See I.' Abrahams, J§mU^ Lit$in mMldOt AgtM,dU9§,wiiL xviii. 
fLoodoiiy xS9^* 



Digitized by Google 



78 



JEWISH LIFE IN MODERN TIMES 



All the methods of charity practised in ancient and 
mediaeval Jewry are observed with undiminished zeal at 
the present day, with the exception of the ransoming of 
prisoners, for which there has been no call since the end 
of the eighteenth century. They have, moreover, under- 
gone a considerable expansion and development in con- 
sequence ci the changed conditions of modem tmes, 
wlidch have pcodnced additional needs, whilst the system 
of adndnistraticn has been ad^ited to modem principleB 
and is conducted by a vohmtaiy co mmitte e aided by paM 
trained oflbaak. Nay, in certain reflects, such as the 
granting of loans without interest and the provision of 
medical relit f, the organization of charity in Jewxy may 
be said to have anticipated the methods of philanthropy 
in the world at large. So instinctive is the exercise of 
benevolence among a people that has suffered more than 
all other peoples in history that its societies for this puipose 
invaxiably outnumber the communal associations for any 
Other object. When the Jews in 1654 first settled in 
New Yorlv then caDed New Netheriands, and the 0ov«ipr, 
Peter StiQrvesant» wished to exptl them, the diiectocs of 
the Dutdi West Indies Company instructed him that they 
were to have permission to remain there " provided the 
poor among them shall not become a buxdLn to the 
company or the commimity, but be supported by their 
own nation." This stipulation simply accorded with the 
traditional principle of communal administration in Jewry, 
which has always looked after the relief of its own poor. 
But although the Jews have voluntarily assumed this 
task, a burden that is readily though not easily borae in 
eveiy country, th^ do not by any means confine their 
benevolence to their own co mmunit y, but are also usua% 
among the first and most generous donoci in every cause 
of humanity, such as the support ci hospitals or the relief 
of the victims of some extraordinary catastrophe — a tire, 
an earthquake, a shipwreck, or a war. 

It would be im})ossible here to trace the history and 
organization of the principal charitable bodies in the 
/ leading centres of Jewry : such a task would dp.mand a 



Digitized by Google 



PHILANTHROPY 



79 



volume for itself. It must suffice to refer briefly to the 
establishment of some of the foremost institutions of this 
kind, and to gi\e a general survey of the main branches 
of charitable work conducted in modem Jewry. Many of 
the institutions in Londcm date from the middle of the 
yightftfnth century ; there were special almshouses already 
in i8a3, and the famons Orphan Asylum was f oimded 
in 183X. The Board of Guardians for the ReUef of the 
Jewish Poor, which saperaeded a niunber of 83magogue 
committees, was founded in 1859, ahhoag^h the parallel 
Board of the older Sephardic community has been active 
since 1837. In Paris the various societies were amalga- 
mated as early as 1809 as the Comiti de Bienfaisance 
Israelite de Paris, which, in addition to providing relief in 
money and kind, promptly established a complete hospital 
service for the poor. In most of the large cities on the 
Continent, such as Berlin, Vienna, Amsterdam, and War^ 
saw, the relief of the poor is administered not by an in- 
dependent board, as in London and Paris, but by a com- 
mission of the Commanal Council, representing a union 
of the synagogues, which levies a special tax for the purpose. 
In the younger community of New York the first important I 
charitable society, the German Hebrew Benevolent Society, 
was founded in 1S59, '-^"^^ ^ ^^^"^^ years later the Independent 
Order Bnei Brith established a number of hospitals, orphan 
asylums, and homes for the Jewish poor in various cities ] 
(A the United States. Similar in character to the London 
Board of Guardians, though of course more restricted in 
scope, aie the boards that are found in almost every 
Jewish oentre in the British ^npire ; and to the same i 
category belong the United Hebrew Charities of New 
York, the pren^ charitable agency of that city, and the 
principal benevolent associations in all the Jewish com- 
munities of the United States.^ But whilst all these 
central bodies grant rehef of all kinds to all needy members 
of the local community, there are hosts of other agencies 
which a£[ord some special kind of aid to a more limited 

^Sinoe 18991110 Jewish chuitiflB In tiie United States liold a biennial 
coiivfluUou* 
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circle, such as the distribution of food and clothing and 
the dowering of poor marriageable girls. In New York 
alone there are over one thousand philanthropic societies 
in the Jewish community ministerintr to every conceivable 
Deed of the helpless, and in the much smaller community 
of London tbere are dose upon eighty. A distinctive 
feature of many of these subsidiary societies, notably in 
the British Empire and America, it that they are fanned 
by immigrants hailing from the same cotmtiy or even 
the same town, who no sooner find themselves on a tore 
footing in their adopted home than they organise meaturet 
for the aid of tin ir fellow-countr>'men or townsmen, 
their former companions in distress. Apart from all this 
organized benevolence there is an untold amount of private 
charity, even among the working classes themselves : it 
is no unusual phenomenon in an EngUsh town to see a 
couple of respectably dressed men or women on a Simday 
collecting small gifts from door to door in aid of a dis- 
tressed Uaaafy. And in most Jewish hornet ci the t» 
ditional type there it a charity-box on the wall for tome 
pious object hi the Hofy Land. 

The principle by which the leading Jewkh charitiet 
are guided, snch as the Board of Guardians in London 
and the United Hebrew Charities in New York, is to assist 
[the poor to become self-supporting and useful members 
of society. Each case is carefully investigated before 
relief is given so as to prevent imposture or pauperization, 
the object of the administrators being to inculcate the 
ideal of self-help. The great bulk of the applicants for 
relief in En^and and America consists oi immigrantt from 
Eastern Enrqpe, who, in most cases, have sold np thdr 
homes to proonre the means for their costly jonmey, and 
mho, on arriving in the new land, have not the wh ere w ithal 
to set np a home or to keep them afloat imtil they can 
find work or start a business. The commonest form of 
aid, therefore, is a weekly allowance, which is continued 
until the recipient is able to earn a li\ang. But very 
often the aid takes the form of a loan, which is granted 
without interest and is repaid in weekly instalmp.nts, the 
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margin of loss incurred being surprisingly small.* It is by 
means of such a loan that many an immigrant obtains his 
first start in the struggle that faces him in his new world, 
and which, by dint of perseverance and thrift, he over- 
comes so successfully that he not only repa)^ the debt 
but becomes a subficriber to the charity that helped bim. 
In more serious caaes, such as that of a widow with a 
family dependent upon her, or a man disabled from work 
by age or infirmity, a fixed allowance or pension is granted. 
A great amount <rf relief is also given in kind, in the form 
of food (bread, meat, grooeries), dothing, and coal, as 
well as through the medium of soup-kitchens, which 
exist in most large cities — London, Paris, Berlin, Budapest, 
Warsaw-, and other centres. A special occasion for the 
distribution of victuals is the eve of the Passover, when 
tnatzos (" unleavened bread ") and flour are given to the poor 
io£ the proper celebration of this important festival; 
though the observance of the other festivals, too, and 
indeed of tlie Sabbath itself, which involves somewhat 
more than a frugal fare, often necessitates a special dis- 
tribution of food. Besides aid in money and in kind many 
important charities provide day nurseries to look after 
the children of mothers who have to work away from 
home ; they maintain workrooms for unskilled women 
and girls who learn s\ifficient of a simple trade, sewing or 
embroidery, to be able afterwards to earn a living by 
work at home ; they conduct employment bureaus ; 
they apprentice boys to manual trades and atterwards 
. simply them with tools ; they give special allowances 
in cases of maternity ; they conduct dispensaries where 
free medicine is given, almshouses where the aged needy 
have a peaceful retreat, and besides there are homes for 
the incurable, for the convalescent, and for the deaf and 
dumb. There is, indeed, no want of the deserving poor 
uhich is not attended to with thoughtful consideration 
and relieved in the most fitting manner. 

> The liMui oommittoe of the London Board of Gwardfaiw states in the 
Annual Report for 1913 that in the forty seven vonrs of its activity the bad 
debts have not eiKeeded 2| percent. The amount Jent in 1913 wa8^ax,6i7« 

6 
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The Mmstancff is not ooofiiied to material aid» bat is 
supplemented by peraonal visitation, in aoooidanoe with 
the traditional Jewish practice of bestowing kindness 

(gemiluth hesed), organized upon systematic lines. This 
system of giving personal advice and kindly help by volun- 
tary visitors, mainly women, in the homes of the poor is 
practised in almost all the large Jewish centres in Western 
Europe and America, and forms a valuable factor in 
preventing pauperization. In America these visitors axe 
oiganized as " sisterhoods^" and they axe so wdcome 
[among those to idiom they minister that tiiey are called 
r' moliiers of the poor." The princqile nndedying tiiis 
system has also suggested the fonnation cl motfifin' 
meetings and girls' clnbs» where friendly talks are hdd or 
mstruction is given in domestic management, hygiene, 
and simple accomplishments (such as embroidery or 
drawing), so tliat the poor may forget their poverty, or at 
least suffer the least hurt therefrom. But should all the 
aids available in a city fail to make a recipient of relief 
self-supporting, he is given the means to travel to some 
other Jewish centre where his pzoq>ects of hnding 
remunerative woxk are bettsr, and where* on arrival, 
he is lodged in a ten^oraiy shelter. Ihanks to the 
friendly co-operatioD between the diarity boards of 
different towns, a Jewish vagrant is an eztremdy rare 
phenomenon* 

The local charitable bodies in the leading cities of the 
Western world effect their purpose on the whole in helping 
to render the poor immigrant independent of support 
after a few years : both in London and New York the fre- 
quency of application for aid by the arrivals of any par- 
ticular year diminishes in every succeeding year.* And a 
still more notable indication of the gradual rise in welfare 
of the poor immigrant consists in the reooit diminution 

1 Of xooo families who had origin«ny appliad to the Uttltod Hebfev 

Charities, in New York, for assistance in October 1894, as many as 
()oj no longer applied after December iSgj, ami only 23 were still 
obtaining assistaxxcc in Octobur X904 (iVM imnugrant J*w in Amgrica, 
P- 66). 
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of cases for relief dealt with by the Board of Guardians in 
London and the United Hebrew Charities in New York.^j 
This diminution of relief is only partly due to a decline iiii 
the volume of inunigration from the lands oi oppression 
it is in the mftni doe to the industry, peneveranoe, anc 
thrift of the poor fhemseives, which are further evidenced 
in the giowiog niunber of nmtoal loan societies a^ 
benefit societies in all Eog^fiah-qieaking oonntries. Tlw 
burden of poor rdlef, however, is heavy enough. The 
Ixmdoa Board has disbursed an average of £27,690 per 
annum in direct relief (exclusive of the cost of administra- 
tion) during the last few years, the New York institution 
distributed over £51,620 in the year 1911-12, and the Paris 
Comiie dc Bicnfaisance £28,750 in 191 2-13. The Vienna 
community spent a total of ;^39,230 upon its poor and 
liospital in 19x2-13, while the richer Berlin community 
spent £64,530 upon its poor and hospitals in 191 3-1 4. 
The funds for charitable purposes in £nglish-q>eaking 
countries are derived almost exclusively from voluntary 
subscr^tions and bequests, whilst in most Continental 
countries tiie major portkm of the funds is supplied by a 
oommunal tax. 

The particular care of the community has always been 
bestowed upon the orphan, the sick, and the aged. Special 
asylums for orj^han children, in which they were sheltered, 
clothed, and educated, were founded as early as the eigh- 
teenth century, and they now exist in nearly every country 
with a considerable Jewish population. The Orphan 
Asylum in London was founded in 1795, and it now con- 
tains 400 children. In Paris there are three orphanages, 
one of iduch b maintained entirely by the Rothschild 
femily, and in Vienna there are also three. In Germany 

* Cases dealt with by — 

(a) The London Board of 
Guardians. 
1909 . . 4839 (1062 new cases) 
19x0 . . 4359 ( 897 „ ) 

19XX . . 4039 ( «oo „ „ ) 

X9X9 . . 3746 ( 827 •* *. ) 

1913 • . 334^ ( 772 ** M ) 
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Charities. 
1910 . . 5655 (i 591 nev cases) 
191X , . 5177 (1703 „ „ ) 
X9XS . . 4589 (X369 M ) 
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tliere are over forty such institutions, mostly on a smaller 
scale, eleven of which are in Berlin alone, whilst in the 
United States there are nearly twenty, distributed in all 
the larqe cities, two of which in New York contain about 
1000 children each. Apart from these asylums, orphan 
childrea are in many cases boaided with private families 
at the expense of the comnmiiity. Jewish hospitals eadst 
likewise in all the leading oentns, both in the East and 
tiie West, in wliidi the dietay laws ate obaenred and the 
patients are able to oontom witii tiie practioes of their 
rdigion. They are fonnd in Paris and Amsteidam, in 
Beilin and Vienna, in Tmiis and Constantinople, in New 
York and Jerusalem. In the Liu ted States alone there 
are twelve, a third being in New York ; in Germany there 
are over thirty, Beiiin and Frankfort having three each ; 
and in Russia tluTc are a hundred and twelve, the larger 
ones being in the sou Hi em and south-western provinces. 
In England, at present, there is only one Jewish hospital, 
in Manchester, but there is also a project on foot for the 
estahKshroent of one in the East End of London, when 
the laige Jewish popolatkHi, q^ealdog mainly Yid^sh and 
faithfully devoted to the precq>ts of tiieir faifli, lendefs 
sadk an institution a necessity. Many of the hospitals 
liave a dispensary service for out-patients' relief, and in 
connection with some of them there is also a training 
school for nurses. Like the orphan and the sick the aged 
needy, too, enjoy tlie special care of the community, which 
does not permit them to wander into the cold and alien 
atmosphere of a public workhouse, but provides them 
with comfortable accommodation in a special home. Sudi 
homes or almshouses, as they aiB sometimes called, have 
been established in England, France, Germany (wiim 
there are over twenty), the United States, and other com- 
mnnities. And when the poor have been released at last 
horn afl ftntsr earthly sufierings, they am laid to rat at Ihe 
communal expense. 

Manifold and generous as is the charity dispensed by 
the Jews in Western countries for tlie relief of their dis- 
tressed brethren at home, it iorms but a part oi their 
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benevolent activity, which is equally extended to their 
oppressed brethren in the East. Indeed, one of the most 
distinguishing features of modem Jewish philanthropy is 
the solicitude and mimiiicence devoted by the Jews of 
the West to the aid of their harried co-religiosdste in the 
£ast. Persecution in Russia and Rumania, economic 
nuseiy in GaEda, oatlawiy in Peisia and Moiooco, fiie 
and plague in Taikcy, tbeae and a socceseion ol other 
evib mi^ one-half <k the Jewish people a pennanent . 
charge upon the otiier. To cope witii this vast amount 
of suffering there are elaborate and efficient organizations 
in the leading capitals of Europe, each of which has a 
definite sphere of labour, whilst aU act in co-operation in 
perif>ds of exceptional crisis. They devote consideral)le 
attention fo the furtherance of primary education, so that 
the children of the East may be in a better position than 
their fathers to help themselves. The " Alliance IsradUte " 
of Paris, the Anglo-Jewish Aseodation of Lond<m» and the 
*' Hilfsverdn " of Beiiin have piovided the conrnmnities 
of the Orient with a comprehendve network of schools, the 
Jewish Colonization Association sobvcntions a great many 
sdiools in Russia and Rumania, and the " Israelitische 
AUianz " of Vienna assists schools in Galicia and Bukowina. 
These elementary institutions are supplemented by an 
array of technical schools, mainly in Russia and Galicia, 
at which young Jews and Jewesses are taught a trade that 
enables them to earn a living.^ But the principal aid 
is of a material kind, and consists partly in large grants to 
the agricultural colonies in Russia, advances to the mutual 
loan banks in Russia and Galida, and subventions for 
local cbaritabte objects, and partly in the establishment 
of agticaltaral colonies fa America. The Jewish Coloniza- 
tion Association has advanced over seven mDlions sterling to 
tile furtherance of Jewish agriculture in Russia, it has pro- 
vided the capital necessary for 688 loan-banks in Russia, and 
24 (with 39 branches) in Galicia, but it devotes its main 

> The Jewish Coloniwttfawi Aaeociation nwhrtaiitm 19 technical achoob 
for hcjB, and 16 for ^irls, besides eveniiig ocmnee lor artieani, ia RiiMia, 
tad alio 4 agiicnitttial schooto ia RnMia, and I in Galid^ 
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encrp^y and the better part of its capital of ten millions to 
the promotion of its colonies in the Argentine and Brazil, 
which have been peopled with the victims ol Russian 
barbarity and now number 24,000 souls. 

Between the relief of distress in the Old World and the 
8ettlan»t of the distressed in the New, lies the gMt pioblm 
of emigration, whose sdntkm dwnandn the nnflaggipg and 
concerted activity of a dosen oiganisations. Sfaioe 1904 
there has been a Centtil Bureau lor tiie afiaiis of Jewish 
emigration in Berlin under the management of the " Hilfs- 
verein," which deals with the brunt of the work involved 
by the exodus of 100,000 Jews a year from Eastern Europe 
to the free lands across tlie seas, most of w hom pass through 
Germany. This organization is assisted by thirty-two 
committees at all the frontier stations, harbours, and railr 
way j unctions of Germany ; it procures reduced fares from 
the shipping conq>anies and facilities from Govemment and 
local antiiorities ; anditfmmdestheenugranteontheway 
with food, dotiih^g, shdter, medical aid, and infonnation 
and hei^ of eveiy Idnd. Its cfi6it8 are supplemented by 
the Jewish Colonisation Association, which has a central 
bnreau in St. Petersburg, and 450 local offices in all parts of 
Russia ; by tlie ** Israelitische Alhanz," which assumed 
special charge of emigrants from Galicia and Rumania ; 
by the Jewish Territorial Organization, which dellccts the 
tide of American-bound emigration to a certain extent to 
Galveston ; and by special committees in Antwerp and 
Rotterdam, Basle and Copenhagen, London and New York. 
From his miaery-stricken townlet in the Pale of Settlement 
to the Statue of liberty in New York haiboor the Jewish 
emigrant is sednlonsly aided at eveiy stage in his kmg and 
toilsome jonmey to readi the goal df his deshe ; nor does 
help cease on his arrival In ^e land of p r o m is e/* for, 
besides a host of charities in every city, there is in New Yoric, 
and likewise in Montreal, a wealthy foundation endowed by 
the late Baron de Hirsch, which relieves the new-comer by 
providing: free instruction in English, by teaching him a 
trade and supporting him during his training, by transport- 
ing him to his relatives or to a place whae his en^yment 
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prospects are better, or by advancing him a loan to settle 
on a farm. In no other sphere of philanthropic endeavour 
is the solidarity of the Jewish people so clearly manifested 
as in the comprehensive measures adopted to secure the 
emigrant's welfare. One exception, indeed, there is, namely, 
in cases of extraordinary calamity, when spontaneous efforts 
are made by all the leading oiganizations, and by a multitude 
isi subsidiary bodies too, to bring qpeedy relief to the sufferers. 
Then, as \dien the Russian pogroms^ of 1905 swept away 
thousands of fires and desolated Hiousands of homes, or 
when the Balkan War plunged tens of thousands of f amflies 
into ruin, the Jews of the Old World work hand in hand with 
their brethren across the ocean to bring aid and solace to 
the sorrowing victims.* 

a TliewQid'' pogrom," which iiiMii8"riot,''ifl Snnift't latest gift to 

the English language. 

• The total amount raised by all the Jewish philanthropic organizations 
for the relief of the victims of the p'lgroms in 1905-06, was /-joo.ooo. 
The amount expended by the Jewish organizations upon the relici oi the 
Jewish vktiiDS of the Balkaa Wan was j^40,ooa 
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MORALITY 

Tlw morality €< tlw fBoSfy^Jemkh t wm gd oin g exag^efmted—- 
Protocthre and pm<eAtiv« aaMvcs— Th« imte of criminality in 

Jewry lower than among the general population — Jewish crimin- 
al ty determined by oconomir conditions — Ratio of criminality 
corresponds to relative ratio ot Jews in afiected trade — Comparative 
rarity of crimes of violence 

THE importance of right living is insisted upon with 
singular empliasis throughout the literature of the 
Jewish people. Purity both in private and public 
life is the keynote of the laws and statutes of the Pentateuch 
and of the glowing exhortations of Prophets and Psalmists ; 
it forms the reconiqg lefrain id the monmneiital tomes of 
the Talmud and the dominant note in all the legal codes 
and ethical woiks of the Middle Ages. The contoits of the 
Decalogue afioid the sorest testimony to the moral sense of 
ancient Israel : the ranging of perjury and oovetonsness 
along with tlie grosser crimes of murder and theft bespeaks 
a deep insight into human nature and a high standard of 
social conduct. The moral ccjnsciousness of ancient Israel 
has been transmit trd unimpaired to modern Jewry, rendered 
more sensitive, if any tiling, by the experience of centuries of 
wrongs at the hands of the nations. It finds its simplest 
and readiest expression in the family circle, in the relations 
between husband and wife, between paroits and children. 
The moral purity of the home has been duuracteristic of 
Jewish fife from time immemorial ; marital infidelity is com- 
paratively unknown in Eastern Europe, and is modi less 
frequent among Jews than among non-Jews In the Western 
world. Similarly, llie harmony of filial relations imd the 
support uf aged parents by children obtain in much greater 
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degree in Jewish tfian in non-Jewbh families. The 

divergency in these respects that has manifested itself in 
recent years is mainly due to the fugitive wanderings which 
Jews are compelled to make to foreign lands. The husband 
who leaves his wife in Russia with the object of founding 
a better home in America occasionally succumbs to the 
charms of another woman in his new surroundings and 
abandons his lawful wife to her fate ; such phenomena add 
la the tragedy of Jewish dispersion, but on the whole the 
ceees are few in lelatkni to the vatt tide of migiation that 
suiges acroas the Atlantic every year. And the kaaened 
leflpect diown by tlie childien of inmilgrants in Am^^ 
tiidr Rnssian43oni |>amit8 is the result of the modem 
education that is suddenly thrust upon them and which 
induces a feeling of contempt — as heartless as it is un- 
justifiable — for the uncouth ways and speech of their 
elders. But despite these blemishes the morality of the 
Jewish family, in the West as well as in the East, compares 
very favourably in regard to chastity, sobriety, and general 
temperance with the ethical standard of its environment. 

Imbiied from childhood with eoond moral doctrines, the 
Jew IB, neverthdess, but hnman— and it is hnman to err. 
The frailties of theindividaal, however, are often exaggerated 
by prcj adiced critics^ who visit the sins of the few vpoa the 
nation at laige, and thus attempt to prove the inferior 
morality of Jewry. The appearance of a Jew in a police 
court attracts more than ordinary attention because of his 
difference of type and the occasional necessity of an in- 
terpreter ; the sensati(^n-l()ving press seizes upon each case 
and decks it out with striking head-lines for the delectation 
of its readers ; and hence arb^stiie in^>resaton of enormous 
iniquity on the part of the Jew. But the very prominence 
given to Jewish cases of wrongdoing only serves to eaq>hasife 
tiieir comparative infrequent. The magistrates at British 
and American courts have often borne public testimony to 
the law-abiding character of the Jew when havhig to pass 
judgment upon a Jewish offender, and it is no rare practice 
for them to refer cases, in which both parties are Jews, to 
the local Rabbi for peaceful settlement. The Rabbis, 
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either individuallyor through the local Beth Din (Ecclesiasti- 
cal Court), exert every effort to prevent Jewish litigaiits 
from airing their plaints in the public courts when these 
relate merdy to civil matteis, and their arfoitraticm is very 
often accepted. They are animated in these endeavours by 
tiieir jealousy for the repute of ^eir commnnity and by 
the desire to prevent a " profanation of the Name " — an 
expression commonly applied to a scandal which casts a 
shadow upon the fair fame of the Jewish people. The 
innate sobriety of the Jew, however, combined with his 
industry and family devotion, protects liim from vices that 
afflict his Christian neiglibonr : dninkcnness is a very rare 
phenomenon in Jewish districts, and its natural products, 
wife-beating, street-brawling, and acts of personal violence, 
are equally rare. No more convincing illustration of the 
soperiiMr coodnct of the Jewish poor onild be advanced 
the transformation that has taken place within tiie last 
twenty years in certain streets hi the East of Londcm, which, 
once the dangerons hannt of native tideves and muiderers 
and the scene of daily brawls, have become, since their 
occupation by hard-working Jewish immigrants, quiet and 
orderly thoroughfares that can well dispense with the 
supervision of the police.^ 

The modern Ghetto is, as a rule, the most peaceful 
quarter in a Western town, and the Jewish authorities are 
sdways on the alert to stamp out any evil in its midst. 
Systematic measnres are adopted in particular to suppress 
the idiite slave traffic in every co u n tr y afOicted by the 
pest, and effective co-operation was rendoed by the London 
Board of Deputies in securing the recent parliamentary 
Act for the prompter arrest and severer punishment of 
those who batten on this traftic.- The dangers to which 
women and girls travelling alone from Eastern Europe 
to England, America, or some other land of refuge, are 

* See The Jew in London, by C. Russell and H. S. Lewis, p. 176 ; and 
M intues of Evidence and Report 0/ Royal Cammistiou on AlUn Immigraiiom 

(1903). 

'The Criminal Law Amendment Act of 19x2, which fadlitates the 
appiraliaiMioo of the procurer waA asthorfsot tbs inlBcHpn of a Sogginf 
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peculiarly exposed, have called into existence a special 
Association in England, which combines with similar bodies 
on the Contiiieiit and in America to prof cct these unsuspect- 
ing travelleis from the snares and pitfalls anmnd them. 
In London, New York, and other lax:ge centres there are 
homes whore they are lodged and looked after until they 
can be handed over to their friends, or where those who 
have already been led astray can be redaimed to the path 
of virtue. Cognate with this activity are the efforts made 
for the reformation of delinquents, young and old. Until 
recent years juvenile crime was unheard of in the Jewish 
community, but it has now made its unwelcome appearance 
in the big cities in consequence of the congestion and bad 
housing conditions in poor quarters. The children are 
forced to play in the streets, or engage in the selling of news- 
papers and matches to eke out the slender family budget, 
and are thus axntaminated by the vicious influences of 
street life. The co mmunal authorities endeavour to 
co unte ract this noxious tendency by apprenticing boys 
to a trade after they leave school, and by providing clubs 
which will shield them from the temptations of card- 
gambling and horse-betting ramj^ant around them. But 
despite these preventive measures, or because they are not 
radical and comprehensive enough, boys fall into evil 
ways and call for redemption. An Industrial School for 
Jewish boys has been founded at Hayes (Middlesex), at 
which the inmates are tau^t useful trades by which they 
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insdtQtioin in New Yori^, known as a Protectory, and way- 
ward children in that and other cities in America are also 

committed to the care of probationary or " parole " officers. 
Delinquents of an older age are visited in prison by the 
local Rabbi, who tries to win them back to the path of 
honest industry, and they are Iielped after their release to 
obtain employment or to reach relatives or friends in 
another country by special societies in London,^ New 
York, and other large cities. 

> Tbd "DiiitBd SynagogM Dbehaiged PrimMn* Aid Sodity anbtod 
170 ditdiU8«dpidaciMn In ilwTMr 19x3,01 wlioa 68 irnef^^ ItttiBr 
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The Jews have always laid claim to possessing a record 
as law-abiding citizens, and their claim is proved by all the 
statistics available. In Russia, which contains nearly 
half of the Jews in the world, only 4277 Jews were con- 
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number d perscms convicted in the country in that year.^ 
The Jews at the last RuNian censoB m 1897 fcnned 4-13 
of the total popidatiottt but ofirmg to the lai^e 

of thehr emigration, which has probably counter* 
balanced tbdr natural hicrease, and Ofwin|^ to the mi- 
affected increase of the general population, they probably 
now form only 4 per cent of the total population. Hence, 
according to this ratio they should provide 400 convicted 
persons per 10,000, whereas the number they actually pro- 
vided in the last year for which figures are available was 
only 297. This favourable result is all the more remark- 
able in view of the host of exoeptioiial laws in force against 
them, and the baibaroos severity with mbkk they are 
applied. Still more instmcttve is the record of the Jewa 
in other ooontiies based upon a larger series of yeaia. 
In Austria, in the period 1880-1902, the Jews had a crimin- 
ality of 100 among 100,000 Jews as compared with 122 for 
the Christian population.* In Hungar\% in the period 1906- 
09, there were 1106-8 convictions among 100,000 Jews, 
against 1679 among 100,000 Christians ; the Jews pro- 
vided only 3-36 per cent of the total convictions, although 
they form 5*02 of the population.* In Gennany the 
aninial proportion of Jewish convictions in the years 19^^ 
06 was 830*3 per zoo,ooo aa compared with 854'z per 
zoo,ooo of the Christian population^ ; wldbt in Pnasia, in 
19x0^ there were oniy zu8 convictions among 100,000 
Jews above the age of is as compared with 1214 among 
100,000 Christians of the same punishable age.* In Holland 

to be doing well aod a great number were lost sight of, whilst only 15 

were re-arrested, 

* Zeitschrift jiXr Demographie und Staiisitk d»9 Juden^ I9I3* " Ziur 
KximinaliUit dcr Juden ia Kussland," pp. 127-1 31. 

* Dr. J. Thon, DU JtiUn in Ontmnch (1908). p. 141. 

* ZtiUcknfi f. HiMMf., No. 4. 191 1. 
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the proportion of convictions in 1898-1902 was 1827 P^r 
100,000 Jews as against 297*8 per 100,000 Christians^ 
The statistics publisbed in the United States show similar 
oonditiQiis : thus, the number ol Jewish inmates in ikb 
iom State prisons of New Yoik, on December igi^, 
457 of ci total of 4639, whadk h only 9-4 per 
cent, ti^ereas the Jewish population of the State of New 
York is about 1,200,000 in a total of 9,000,000, or about 
13 per cent. ** On the same date the number of Jewish 
inmates in the Tombs, penitentiary, and workhouse — the 
prisons of New York City — was 494 out of 3403, being 
I7'5 per cent, whilst the Jewish population of the city 
is about 20 per cent of the whole. If we eliminate tha 
T^xmbs, in which aie confined pcnoos who ha^e not been 
brought to trial, and many of whom are no doubt 
innocent, we find that there were in the penitentiary and 
woikhooBe 233 Jews out of a total 2309 inmates^ 
being less than 10 per cent."* In England there has 
been a steady decline in the number of Jews imprisoned " 
in the Metropohs since 1904, although the Jewish popu- 
lation incrcciscs from yvdv to year both naturally and 
by means of immigratioa. The decline has been as 
follows 

JSWS IMPMBOMEP Of WAITDSWOXTR, Pm H OMViL UI, WOXKWOOD 8cK0B8S« 

AMD BOLLOWAT PSSSOKt 

IM* 1905* X90(> 1907* Z909. 19m. 1911. t9t<. 1913. 

717 71s 5x5 434 489 435 358 S86 34s 3*4 

During the last few years the number of Jews in these 
prisons, together with Parkiiurst, at the end of each year 
has been as follows : — 

On sittDwember 1908 . 121 Oii3i8t Doceaiber 1911 . 63 

•* 1909 • „ M I9I2 . 67 

M . 84 1913 . 97 

In the year 19x1 the proportion of convictioos among 

* Zeitschrift f. Demog., No. 2, 1905. 

* American Hebrew, 12th December 191 3, p. 200, 

* Report of the Visitation Committee of the United Synagogue, 191 3. 
Tbeee figures inclade persons who served terms of imprisonment pending 
iwjfiiiml or Ia dBiMlt of paying, inei {finding judgoMnt dtbton). 
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the general population in the United Kingdom was 439 
per 100,000, whereas among the 160,000 Jews in Greater 
London (who form three-fifths of the Jews in the United 
Kingdom) the number of convictions was only 286, which 
ooResponds to 178 per 100,000. CriminaKty among the 
Jews in the United Kiogdom is thus less than half as 
frequent as among the general population. These facts 
deserve to be pondered by those who allege that the im- 
migration of Jews into Bdtain brings an nodeanble 
element into the cotintry. 

The low it'cord of Jewish con\ictions is all the more 
notable as the Jews are pre-eminently an urban people, 
among whom crime is generally more rife than among 
a population distributed over rural as well as urban di> 
tricts. M<N:eover, in examining the nature of their crimin- 
ality, we must bear in mind the conditions of their environ- 
ment, the character of their occupations, and their general 
inteUectnal status. The statistical investigatioiis made 
in the prindpal countries on the Continent, Roasia, Anstriar 
Hungary, and Germany, have shown that Jewish crime 
is practised far more against property than against persons, 
that it more often takes the form of fraud than of violence 
or brutality. These investigations only bear out what one 
would naturally exyx ct of a highly cultured people, namely, 
that they should sin more with their brains than with their 
hands. The wrongdoing of the Jew is usually characteristic 
of his particular occupation, and must be considered in 
connedon with the gmral liability of those engaged in 
that occupation to transgress the laws affecting it. Hie 
majority of Jewish offences are ccmmiitted in the exeraae 
of the various branches of trade and commerce as a result 
of their undue preponderance in these occupations. Thus, 
in Russia, although the Jew^ form only 4 per cent of 
the total population, they contributed 27'i2 per cent to the 
convictions for trade and commercial trespasses (in 1907). 
But 38*65 per cent of the Jews are engaged in trade as 
compared with only 377 of the rest of the population, 
that is, Jews are proportionately ten times more numerously 
represented in trade than nonrjews. Henoe, if Jewish 
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merchants had sinned to the same degree as their Russian 
colkagues, their percentage of the trade offences would 
have been 40 instead of 27*12.* In all the other categories 
of offences in wliich the Jewish percentage exceeds the 
Jewish ratio of the population in Russia, this percenta^ 
is even less than half of the normal 40, which provides a 
convincing testimony to the honesty of the Jewish business- 
man in Russia. The Jewish trespasses against Government 
and local ordinances amounted to 17*10 per cent, and are 
the result mainly of administrative decrees relating to the 
restriction of the rights of domicile and school attendance 
whicli are issued in far greater number against the Jews 
than against any other section of the population, and 
which ine\'itably provoke revolt. Similarly the Jews 
accounted for 12-42 per cent of the convictions for in- 
fringing the laws regarding public security : most of these 
laws relate to the prevention of pogroms, the incitement to 
which could certainly not be favoured by Jews, but they 
also indode severe and capricious press by-laws, the in- 
fraction of which inevitably follows from the struggle for 
liberty. The attitude of hostility forced upon the Jews 
also accounts for their providing 10 6 per cent of those 
condemned for State crimes. On the other hand, the 
Jews show a percentage below their ratio to the general 
population in every kind of theft and robbery (2-41) ar^ 
burglary (1*48), whilst their record is even lower still as 
regards personal assault (112) and murder (I'li). 

The general features of Jewish criminality as manifested 
in Russia are paralleled by the conditions in Westem 
£urope and America, excq>t, of course, that crimes against 
the State are not by any means as prominent. Dr. Rugypin 
sets forth in tabular form the crimes in which Jews are 
proportionately represented in a higher d^ree than 
Christians, and also those in which Christians are rcpre- 

^ Zetischnft fur Demograp/iie unci Statistik der Juden, 1012. It is 
instructive to note that the total convictions oi Jews m Germany in 
1903-06 would be reduced from 830*2 to tioS-a par xoo,ooo Jews if all 
tnid« oABoces were elliiiiiialsd. whilst a similar elimination in tiie case of 
diristiftn convictions wooM only xfdnce tbem lipom 654-1 to Sos'S per 
[ xoo^ooo ClinstiaBS ifibitL, 1909, p. 53). 
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sented in a higher degree, upon the basis of the statistical 
reports of Germany (1903-06), Austria (i 898-1 902), 
Hungary (1904), and Holland (1902).* An examination 
of this table shows tliat the penal offences of which tlie 
Jews are convicted in a higher degree are those of usury* 
fraudulent bankruptcy, fraud, disseminating immoral 
pubttcatioiis* blackinaii, evasion of o o nacri p tion, fmstraliBg 
legal ezecutioiis^ fofgery, libd, and dudUng. On Hie 
otiifir hand, the penal ofianoes of wfaidi Christtana are 
convicted in a higher degree are defiance df Stale aolfaority , 
theft, robbery, burglary, injury to property, arson, injury 
to persons, and murder (including homicide through 
negligence and abortion). It will be seen that most of 
the categories in which the Jews are more Hable to trans- 
gress are connected with commercial occupations in which 
they are proportionately more numerously engaged than 
their Christian fdlow-citicens. Thus, in Gacmany, in 1903- 
06, and also in zgo^^zo* the ratio of ooDvictioos for 
fraudulent bankruptcy was '5 per 100,000 among Jews 
and *z among Christiana ; but whilst over 55 per cent 
of the Jews it Germany are engaged in varioas foma of 
bnsiness, only 13*4 per cent of the general populatioii 
are devoted to such pursuits, and hence the higher ratio 
of fraudulent bankruptcies among Jews fairly corresponds 
to the higher ratio of Jews in commerce.* In Austria the 
ratio of Jews convicted of fraudulent bankruptcy in 1880- 
1902 was eight times the ratio among Christians ; but 
the ratio of Jews engaged in business in that country is 
twelve times the ratio of Christians.' The degvoa of 
delinqnency on the part of Jews can only be psopetif 
estimated by a oomparisoo of the ratio tiiey provide in 
different oociqpations with thdbr ratio ci corrasponding 
trade offences* and these two ratios &irly eqmdiie one 
another/ There are, moreover, special ciicomstances to | 

^ Die Juden dcr Gegtnwart (2nd editioii« 19x1), p- 223. I 
3 J. Thon, Die Juimin thtHmitk, p. S44. 
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aooomit for tiw higher dogiee of dehnqoeocy among Jews 
In ngaid to oertain offoioes. Thua^ <iie proportoi of 
Jews in Goinaiiy co m victo d in 1903-^ of infringing die 
Sunday cloaing laws was xa9'4 per 100,000, as compared 
with only 17 among the Christian population.* This 
is obviously due to the inability of the Jew who strictly 
observes the Sabbath from sunset on Friday until Saturday 
night to sacrifice the Sunday also by keeping his shop or 
warehouse closed. It is probable that the ratio of con- 
victicms for this offence is somewhat similar among the 
Jews in England and America, but no statistical record 
is available. But of a cognate character are the frequent 
coovietiona for tnfringing acnne local traffic by-law, to 
wiiidi the nuiuefoua Jewish hawkem and pedlars in London 
and New Yoric aie liaU^ owing partly to tiiehr ignormoe 
of tiie taw and partly to the assiduity with wl^ iiiey 
pursue their vocation. It is also of interest to note that 
the convictions for the evasion of military service in 
Germany in 1909-10 amounted to 25*3 per 100,000 among 
Jews as against 9 9 among Christians,* — a disproportion 
due to the greater tendency of Jews to emigrate as well 
as to their utter lack of prospects in the German army. 
Jews have also been punished one and a half times as often 
as their nei^^iboais in Pmaaia for duelling (the prop o rtion 
beiog *3 as ogainst 'a per xoo,ooo), donbtieas owing to the 
inoidiniitety large proportion of Jews amoi^ imivenrity 
itadents, vrbo regard the dnel as tiie only honourable 
mefliod of settling di^tes, and owing to the frequency 
of such disputes between Jews and Christians in an Anti- 
Semitic atmosphere. But the absolute figures arc fifty- 
nine duels among Christians, and only one duel among Jews.' 

On the other hand, as we have seen in the case of Russia, 
crimes involving violence, whether against property or the 
person, snch as robbery, assault, manslaughter, and murder, 
are nracfa rarer among Jews than among Christians. In 
Gennany (1903-06) anon and theft were committed thiioe 
more by Christians than by Jews, robbecy nine times more, 

* Zeiisckrift fUr DMiographie und Staiistik, 1909. p. 51. 

* Ibid^ t9I3« p. 9a. • Ibid,, 19x3, p. 88. 
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injurious assault tlirice more, and murder seven times 
more.* In Hungary (1906-09) arson was conunitted half 
as often again by Christians as by Jews, theft and robbery 
were committed twice as often, injurious assault nearly 
six times, and murder eeven times as often. < In Austria 
(1880-1902) arson was committed mote than twice as 
often by Qiristiaiis as by Jews^ robbeiy neaily ihaot as 
often, injunoiis aasaalt more tium i^uksb, and minder moie 
than twice as often.' On the other hand, the Jews k 
Amsterdam (1901-04) showed a slightly higher ratio of 
convictions for violent assault, 187 per cent of all Jewish 
convictions being due to this offence as compared with I5'2 
among the general population.* The superior frequency 
of crimes of violence among the Jews in Amsterdam as 
compared with their brethren in other parts is doubtless 
due to their being largely employed as artisans in the 
diamond industry, the predisposition to settle quarrels by 
a resort to fisticuffs naturally obtainiqg more strongly 
among the woikiqg daaaea tiuin amoqg a pradonuaantiy 
oomnurdal popuktton sodi as tiie Jews in Germany. 

On the wMe, tiieiefor^ we see that the dethiqnen^ 
of the Jews consists mainly of breaches of tiie laws and 
regulations governing the business pursuits in which they 
are engaged, and generally corresponds to the ratio by 
which they are represented in them. It springs, for the 
most part, from tlic nature of their economic situation, 
and is eminently free from the vice and brutality that 
acGount for the grossest chmes in the world of human 
iniquity. 

> ZtiHekrift f§r Dm ograpkU mmi SM. * IMi.. 1911, p. 59. 

* J. Thon, Dis Jwim im OesUrrgick, 144. 

* ZtHtckrtfi f§r D §mt tn ipki§ im4 SWriL. 1907, pu 190. 
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CHAPTER VII 
SOCIAL LIFE 

Domestic divenioiH-Family Isttlvities and Indoor gnmei 
Social dubs, literary societies, and public functions — Fraternal 
oiders and benefit societies — Students' anions — Athletic sports — 
The atre s Caf^a — Snmmer resorts 

HAVING surveyed the Social Aspect of Modem 
Jewry from every main angle of vision, we now 
come to a review of social life in its more con- 
ventional and intimate sense, to a description of tlie 
fonna'and fashions in wMch Jewry spends its leisure and 
seeks recreation and amnaement — its domestic diversions 
and festivities ; its games and pastimes ; its clubs, 
institutes, and public functions ; its fraternal orders, 
students* unions, and athletic associations ; and, last but 
not least, the freqiienting of theatres and the flocking 
to summer resorts. 

The typical Jew of the modern as of the mediseval 
Ghetto finds his most congenial recreation in the study of 
the Talnmd. When the toil of the day is over and the 
evening repast is finished and the grace has heen devoutly 
said, he takes down from his shelf of Hebrew literature a 
hmy teather-bound tome of the Talnmd, frayed at the 
edges from years of use, and in the glow of the lamp he 
cons a page from some treatise on festival services in 
the Temple or on ethical virtues, reading the text aloud 
in a quaint traditional sing-song and accompanying the 
solenm argument \\ith nods of the head and downward 
scoops of the outstretched thumb, all heedless of the 
world without and its crowd of fleeting pleasures. Wrapped 
in tbe lore of his ancestors he moves in a sphere of the 
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highest bliss, whilst at his side, meek and devoted, sits 
his wile, diligently plying a aeedle or perchance bending 
likewise over a YidcUsh version of the Pentateuch, full 
of legendf, parables, and pious reflections. She listem 
Ixr/mffiy to the voice of her hnsbaiul, vainly striving ever 
and anon to Idkm the sacred mysteries, but v entu rin g not 
to intemqit the trend of thought or flow of argmnent 
Yet if a neighbour looks in they both readily break off 
their diversion and give him a cordial welcome, eagerly 
entering into a discussion of domestic or communal affairs — 
the last letter from a son in South Africa, a rumoured 
engagement, or the forthcoming appointment of a new 
Kabbi — which occasionally wanders into the more turbulent 
region of WcUpoliUk, The lady bestirs hexseli to offer the 
guest a glass of tea with kmon, or if the cause of his visit 
be of joyoos moment she sets a bottle of wins or wUsIq^ 
with i^mes vapoa the table, and a dish of home-made 
beetroot Jam, dispensing a kindly hospitality idiidi serves 
to gratify her taste for gosa^. She Is ahvaya " at home/' 
tmHke her rich sister in the more fashionable part of the 
city, who receives only on fixed days, the second Sunday 
and fourth Thursday, and who gives occasional dinner- 
parties, card-parties, or garden-parties, and otherv\ise 
faithfully observes tlie latest conventions oi modem 
society. 

The placid hours of domestic life in the Ghetto are 
sofiBdently varied by festivals and Attts, with their eac- 
acting requirements of dietary and hoose-deaning, to 
banish all thoofjht or desire fbr ontaide pteasnres^ widlst 
a scries of family cdtebrations*Hai<uHmi irion, redemption 
of the fu^t-bom, Bar-mitzvah, betrothals, and weddings 
— supply all the merriment that is wished for in these 
modest circles. It is at the weddings of their children 
or of their relatives or friends that the pious old folks Iiear. 
as a rule, the only music and see th(^ only dancing that 
enliven the even tenor of their days ; and the Jewish 
folk-melodies (wistfully recalling half-forgotten scenes of 
long ago in their native townlet in Russia or Galkia), the 
measored dances (imment of the di^gMf rat ions of an 
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immodest age), and the learned or witty speeches at the 
long and many-coursed dinner, leave a happy imprftssion 
that remains for months. A daughter in the home gener- 
ally involves the toquisitioii ol a piano* for she will not be 
odtshaDe by her friendi in social accompHihinwfrtSy and 
ahhoac^ the father, ivith his aeiioiiB view of Ufe, may 
oppose the introduction of the instrum e a t, the in^ilgent 
mother, with an eye to the conquest of a desirable young 
man, encourages the girl's ambition and secures its gratifi- 
cation. Only upon one occasion in the year are the 
sounds of unusual revelry heard beneath the family roof, 
namely, upon the feast of Purim, when everybody must 
make so merry and drink so freely that he " cannot dis- 
tinguish between Haman and Mordecai," and when a 
pxmp of masked minstrels (Badckanim) go from house to 
house to sing jovial songs to the strains of a rickety violin 
or to pe rfo rm a short comiG play. But these minstzels» 
though still surviving in Eastern communities, are met 
with more and more rarely in the Western world, where 
theatre and music-hall develop a too critical taste. 
Similarly, a traditional feature of Chanucah, the game of 
irendel, a teetotum with Hebrew letters on its four faces, 
which is played upon this festival in Eastern Europe, has 
failed to maintain itself in the West, though games with 
nuts may still be seen played by children in the Passover 
week in the streets of the modem Ghettos. No pastime 
of former days, however, can compare with the fascinating 
attractions of chess or the tempting atturements of cards. 
The indulgence in cards, often played for hi^ stakes, is 
foimd among all daases, but is pursued here and tliefe 
to pernicious excess, leading to occasional reproof from the 
Rabbi in his Sabbath sermon. But chess enjoys a deep- 
rooted and widespread affection in intellectual circles, 
dating from medijeval times, and is even allowed on the 
Sabbath, whilst the abnormally high proportion of 
champions contributed by modem Jews afiords the best 
testinooy of the skill they have achieved in the game* 

The social hie of the commnnity in the mass takes on n 
boat of varied forms, reflecting the ideals, intcfest^ and 
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pleasures of different classes. A cluster of clubs and 
societies attract different elements, offering a varied 
programme oL entertamment and instructian, much of 
which is concentrated iq>on the Saturday and Smiday 
ni^ts ol tbe winter months, alternating with rambles and 
pknks in the tommer. In the large oentrea there are not 
only dnba for working-oien, often with a memberBhip of 
over a thofosand, and likewise for boys, in the management 
of which the leistired class take an active part, but also 
clubs for girls, who are taught both useful and ornamental 
accomplishments and give occasional entertainments for 
the benefit of their parents and friends. The clubs in 
English-speaking countries are furnished with all the 
means of amusement and recreation — billiard-tables, chess, 
drau^its, and dominoes, with a reading-room and hbrary 
for those more studiously indined; lectures and debates 
are held upon Jewish and general topics ; concerts and 
thea tri oil performances give bodding taknts an o|n>ot l i mi t y 
of display, and the indispensable bafls and soir6es provoke 
cordial relations between members and their lady friends. 
The " social and literary societies," having, as a rule, no 
permanent premises of their own like the clubs, meet in 
synagogue council-chambers, hotels, concert-halls, or even 
in private houses ; they generally have more important 
debates and a superior Ust of lectures, some of which 
are given by speakers from other cities or other countries^ 
whose visits, if they be well-known personages, occasion 
the deliveiy of a weighty message, perchanoe of a pvopa* 
gandist nature, and often attract an overflowing andienoe. 
Soch visits have in recent years become of Increasing 
occurrence. They are eaechanged between the Jewries of 
England and America, and also between them and those 
of the Continent, serving to improve a mutual under- 
standing and to fortify the sentiment of solidarity. In 
many large cities, in America as well as in Europe, the 
social and intellectual life of the working class revolves 
round an institute modelled on Toynbee Hall ; in Berhn 
and Vienna, in Lemberg and Cracow, it is actually called 
the Jewish Toynbee HaU» in tondon it is tbe Jewish 
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I Instttute, in Paris the Jewish Popular University, in New 

\ York the Hebrew Educational Alliance. These institutions 
comprise a library and reading-room in which books and 
newspapers of Jewish interest form the main feature. Free 
popular lectiures and concerts arc held, whilst sometimes 
courses are given in the language of the country for immi- 
grants. Public dinners are held now and again to promote 
some worthy cause or celebrate some important event, 
bnnging together a large dicle of inteiested penoos in 
eonvmal array who list^ to the ^>eeches with synqrathy 
tenq>eied by an irrepjsssible tendency to critiGise ; or the 
i n stituti on or movement to be farthered may be aided by a 
basaar, to which titled magnates of the comnranity, and 
just as readily the Mayor pi the city himself, lend their 
patronage, and in which the wives of prominent members, 
with their husband-hunting daughters, vie with one 
another in their personal co-operation. Gifts in kind 
are there received not only from shopkeepers great and 
small, but also from a score of " Dorcas and needlework 
guilds, which meet alternately in the homes of members 
to sew nsefol undergarments and discuss the latest gossip 
overtea. Once a year the duldrenol the communal schools 
and Classes assemble in their best attire for the prize dis- 
tribution, when they go through a programme of songs, 
recitations, and musical drill to the delight of their admiring 
parents, and the chairman delivers himself of his views 
upon current educational problems. And remote from 
all the motley hubbub of the Ghetto, broken ever and 
anon by the strident bells of a cychsts' corps out for a 
Sunday run, or the martial band of a lads' brigade swinging 
along with spirited step, — seated in the quiet seclusion 

t oi a humbte^noAgogue the faithful followers of the Tal^ 
parents and ^ceybeBxis, pursue their pious study under 
the guidance ol a hoary Rabbi and celebrate the com- 
pletion {Styum) of a treatise with a humble feast in the 
selfsame scene, where mundane discourse freely com- 
mingles with spiritual themes. 

Jewish Ufe since the latter part of the nineteenth 
century is also distinguished by three other forms of 
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organization for social pur]X)se9 : tbe fratemal order or 
friendly society, the university students' union, and the 
athletic association. The fratemal orders, whose origin 
is traced to tlie Chevra Kadisha (Holy Society) or burial 
society mentioned in the Talmud,* are particularly 
numerous, far exceeding the clubs and literary societies ; 
they abound in thousands in aU {Murta of the world, and 
flourish eyecially in Eogliih-speaking countries. The 
old«t» moet inportent, end amt wukky ramihed of theM 
otganieatioiis is the Indcpendmt Ontar Bnei Biilii (Sooi 
of the Cofvenant), fdiidi wee foonded in 1843 m New Yoik 
by a nomber <rf Germen Jews mder tiie leed ol Heuy 
Jones, and which now comprises over 400 lodges with 
a membership exceeding 34,000, drawn from the middle 
and upper classes and scattered over the United States, 
England, Germany, Austria-Hungary, Rumania, Turkey, 
Egy|it. and Palestine. Founded to inculcSle the principles 
of charity, benevolence, and brotherly love, and barring 
from its meetings all poUticai and religiouB controversy, 
the Bnei Brith Order has not only etrengthened the bonds 
of tolidaiity between tiie d i ipctaed oomnmnitiee of lanelp 
but has elao aooompHihed e gieel emoant of eodel end 
philanthropic work : it hee eeleliUabed hoqpital% orphan 
esyfaims, schools, end fibfeiiee in the United States^ end 
rendered valuable reliel to tile persecuted Jews of Eastern 
luir()i)c. Most of the lodges have premises of their owai, 
sonic of them exceed in^'ly commodious and sumptuous, 
which not only serve as a social rendezvous but constitute 
a fertile source of humanitarian effort. But among the 
larger class less favoured by fortime the fraternal order 
enjoys en erai greater popularity, for, apart irom its 
social attractions, it piovideB che^ insnranne egainst 
sidniess or nneniployment* end sundry money benefits^ 
end is very often simply celled e benefit society. Oiden 
of this kind haveqpnu^ iq> in greet number in England > 
and America during ^ last thirty years end are still on 

' Mocd Katon, 27b. 

■ Over tiiirteen pages in the Jewish Year Book for 1914 (ppw 67-80) 
tixc devoted to an enmneraiioa ol these soucuei in England. 
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the increase from year to year, drawing their membership 
almost exclusively from the ranks of the immigrants from 
Eastern Europe and owing their multiplicity to the love 
of the Russian and Galidaii Jew lor society-fonnatioii 
and to local patriotisnL Seranl ci tiieae oideis in 
Amctka hsve over a hniidred lodses eadi, tiie laxgeit 
bdn^ tilt Brilli Abnhaiii, with 684 lodges and 185,000 
m w ri ber a^ and a mmiber of ihem have feoently combbied 
to create a national Jewish Fr^emal Congress with a 
membership of 600,000. The largest organization in 
England, the Grand Order of Israel, has sixty-two lodges, 
eight of them situated in South Africa and Canada. 
Besides the large orders, some of which bear a purely 
Jewish name, whilst others are designated " Hebrew Order 
of Druids " or " Oddfellows/' there is a host of unattached 
fdendi^ lodeties, many of which aie called after the 
native town of the oiiginal ntembtte. 

The stndflntB* vnkoB at nnimsities ftre of aomeidiat 
later devdkqpment, for it was not until the last quarter 
of the nineteenth centmy diat the Jewish students at 
any of the principal seats of learning were numerous 
enough to form a society of their own. The first organiza- 
tion was founded in 1882 in Vienna by Jewish students 
from Russia, Rumania, and Galicia, who entitled their 
society Kadimah, which means both " Eastward " and 
" Forward," as an indication of the ideal of a resettlement 
in Palestine which they advocated. Since then, partly 
as a result of the advance of Zionism and partly as>a result 
of the Antfr-Semitic attitude of tiie genend students' 
corps on the Continent, separate societies have been 
tomed by the Jewish students at almost eveiy university 
at whldi tiiey munber at least a dozen, and are now 
found in Germany, Austria-Hungary, Russia, Switzerland, 
France, and Holland. Some of tliese societies owe their 
existence simply to the exclusion of Jews from the general 
corporation, and they adopt a passive attitude on Jewish 
questions, but the majority are animated by the ideal of 
Jewish nationalism and actively foster the Zionist cause. 
The Jewish nationalist societies in Gfennany are gnii^»ed 
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into two organizations, the " Bund Jiidischer Corpora- 
tionen," founded in 1901, with a membership of over 
600 (graduates and undergraduates), and the smaller 
" Kartell Zioiustischer Verbindungen," founded five years 
later, with a membeiafaip of 250. The Zionist students' 
aodeties in Holland were ledentted in 1908, but those in 
other Continental oountries punoe an nnattaidied ezistenoe. 
EstabUflhed to aaaert and pioaiote tiie prind^ of Jefrish 
natiftnalliin tiieae ooipoinitioiia hsve n everth deaB adopted 
an the methods and conventions of German corporatkos : 
ihty each have their distinctive colours and they hold 
** beer evenings " at which the students sing spirited 
songs in swelling chorus around tables which they bang 
with their beer-mugs, presided over by officers who are 
accoutred in a gorgeous uniform and armed with a sword 
that does duty alternately as chunnan's hammer and 
conductor's baton. But their songs tell not of Teuton 
valonr bat ci Jewish hope, breathing the qnrit of a 
rejuvenated people. Besides these oonviviil gatherings 
tlie menihen cultivate the study of Jewish histoiy, 
hteratuie, and modem problems, and also practise fencing 
so as to be prepared for any duel in which they mi^t 
be involved in vindication of the Jewish name. The 
Jewish societies at the universities in English-speaking 
countries are not, like the Continental corps, the inevitable 
product of an unfriendly, environment, but voluntary 
associations for the study of Jewish questions and for social 
intercourse. The Jewish students in England, and to a 
less extent in the United States^ join the societies of their 
imivecsity; but their rsdal synipathif pfonq>t fttem 
also to fraternice with one another. lhus» Oi^ord baa 
its Adler Society and Cambridge its Sdieditar Sode^, 
whilst at both universities there is also a Scoist Sociely. 
Moreover, in the United States, " Menorah '* societies for 
the study of Jewish history and the discussion of Jewish 
questions have been formed at twenty-five Universities 
and organized into an Intercollegiate " Menorah " Associa- 
tion with over 1000 members. 

A more remarkable development than either the 
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fraternal orders or students' societies are the Jewish athletic 
and gymnastic societies that have ^ning up during the 
last twenty yeais. The love of sport, a conception almost 
entirely foreign to the Jew of fonner times, has been 
fosteied in iSbB modem generation in its schooldays and 
has led to ibe particqiation of Jews in all brandies of 
athletics, in some of wldch they have adiieved distinction. 
Jewish pugilists in England had already acquired a repntar 
tion a himdred years ago, but tliey formed a somewhat 
abnormal phenomenon in the life of the time. To-day 
the cultivation of sport has become an essential feature 
of Jewish life, and the " Ghetto bend " in Western 
coimtries can only be seen on the backs oi immigrants. 
Cricket and football clubs now occopy a regular place in 
the list of commnnal oiganizations, and matches take 
place as a role on Snnday, tiie sanctity of the SabbatJi 
not permitting them on a Saturday. The laige number 
of ^ese dnbs in London has led to the formation of a 
Jewish Athletic Association. The importance of swimming 
was uiiged over sixteen centuries ago by a sage in the 
Talmud and is universally recognized in Jewry at the 
present day. No Jew has yet swum the English 
Channel, but Captain Webb, who was the first to perform 
the feat, had a Jewish trainer, Marquis Bibbcro ; and 
Jabes Wolffe has more than once very nearly completed 
the coveted achievement. On the Continent the love of 
qKMt has manifested itself most extensively in the cultiva- 
tion of gynmastics. Stinnilated by the new spirit of 
2ioiiism, wbicfa appreciated the valoe of mens «Ma tn 
corfofe Mm, gymnastic sodetieB were formed in Germany, 
Anstria-Hmigary, Switzerland, Rnmania, Bulgaria, and 
Turkey, drawing their most enthusiastic adherents from 
the ranks of miiversity students and comprising women 
as well as men. There are nearly forty such societies 
altogether, federated into a single association (" Judische 
Tumerschaft "), with headquarters in Berlin; it comprises 
over 5000 members and has an oigan of its own besides 
a special song-book. Rambling and rowing have also 
been taken vsp with axdonr, and on the Spree, the Elbe, 
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and the Danube may be seen competing crews with 
distinctive Jev\ish colours and badges. Particularly 
interasting » the recent progress of the gymnastic move- 
ment among tiie Jews in the Ottoman Empire. Hia 
Maccabee Gjfinnaitic Sodaly in Coostamiiiople haa 
found ao many hnitaliniB in Syiia and Palestiiia tiiat It 
has o tganlwil tiwm into a leagoe c ompfMn g about looo 
m eu b m, wilii Hdmar aa tibe language it mmmand. 
In Palestine akme there are already a dozen societies in 
all the leading colonies, urban and rural, and the first 
Gymnastic Conference in the autumn of 191 2 was a 
significant event of the Jewish renaissance in the Holy 
Land. Cognate witli the enthusiasm for outdoor sports 
is the success that has attended the development of the 
Jewish Lads' Brigade in England, which, founded in 1695 
by tiie late Cokmai Albert Goldamid* now compriae a 
neaily aooo nMadlMfa and hoida a norttam and aoutfaeoi 
camp every year. Ibe boy aooots' movement has aho 
found many followm among tiie younger genacalion. 

In the oentie ol Jewish affsctiona stands the tbeatie, to 
the modem development of which Jewish genius — dramatic 
and histrionic - has contri])ut('d so much. Jews are most 
ardent thi atre-goers in ever^' country, attending premieres 
with almost rclierious zeal, and managers are so dependent 
upon their patronage that they must reckon with their 
susceptibihties in deciding upon new productions. Satur- 
day mghts and the evenings after the close of festivals are 
generally spent in a theatre, in which the daughters of Israel 1 
are occasionally Iftvish in their display ol jewda— ordoaanot 
their darker and moce pro no un ced type attract more atten- 
tion to their personal adornments than is bestowed upon the 
rest of the feminine audience ? Frequent in their attend- 
ance at the playhoust the Jews have a fine critical faculty 
and often determine the fate of a play. They are passionate 
lovers of good music, promint nt among the admirers of 
cver\^ star in the musical firmament ; wliile they show 
particular generosity in facilitating the d^ut of every iiesh 
gonius among their people, which is peculiarly prolifie of 
pcodigiea. The deniaena of the Gfaatto have theatres ol 
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tbeir own, with their own dramas and operas in Yiddish, 
and their own local stars and favourites. In Warsaw and 
Odessa, in Lemberg and Bucharest, and in London and New 
I York there are permanent Yiddish theatres — three in New 
York alone — at which the operas of Abraham Goldiaden 
and the dramas oi Jacob Gordin, not to mention the mrks 
ol lessor lights^ are played befoKe crowded audiences, who 
aie aa tempsstiioos in their disi^iprofal as th^ are lavidi 
in then: applanse. Mast oi the operas are based upon 
episodes of Jewish history, wfailrt the dramas, whidi iD^^ 
deal with proUems of modem Jewish life, are frequently 
given a musical setting. But a great many Yiddish plays 
are simply adaptations of non-Jewish dramas, a weakness 
being shown for those of a sensational nature ; and as the 
numerical limitations of the Ghetto public involve a frequent 
change of bill, which means a trying task for the actors' 
memory, the pronq>ter'8 box is unfortimately a coo- 
i^icuous feature of the stage. 

An hour or two after the theatre, apart from the hours 
el the rest ol the di^, are latent in a caf^, of which the Jews, 
with their love oi discussion* are among the most regular 
devoteea. In all the large cities, £rran Amsterdam to Con- 
stantinople, Jews may be seen in animated conversation at 
particular coffee-houses, and, just like the rest of the popu- 
lation, different sections or parties within the Jewish 
community foregather in different caf 6s as in different camps, 
discussing the latest events of communal or pohtical interest 
and fashioning their future pohcy. Thus Caf6 Monopol in 
Berlin is sacred to the Zionists, whilst the Jews of " liberal " 
tendency prefer to drink their cofitee in the neighboDiing 
Caf^Baner and Victoria. The same phenomenon is mani- 
fest in the Jewish quarter of New York, where the Sonis^, 
Socialists, and the Territorialists, and the satellites of 
various local authors, actors, poets, and pundits, each have 
their favourite resort for the leisure hours before midnight 
— and after. 

Following in the footsteps of fashion the Jews flock 
every year, in ever-increasing numbers, to the world's 
leadhig watering-places, seeking recuperation for body and 
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mind. Excluded from the summer resorts of RtBsIa and 
likewise from the principal hotels on the east coast of the 
United States.the Jewish inhabitants of both these countries 
take their holiday in the well-known resorts of Central and 
Southern Europe, from Scheveningen to Lucerne and from 
Carlsbad to Venice. The liability of Jews to vaiious forms 
d dyspepsia and rheumatism causes tbem to repair in hosts 
to all the mineral wells to drink the watos^ and Carishad 
andlCarienbadinpartlcidarpiesenttheaspectof anannoal 
xeimioii of the scattered sons of IsraeL The p r omen a des 
are filled with a kakidosoopiccrcywd of Jewish types talking 
in a dozen tongues — ^well-fed merchants from England, 
savants with slashed cheeks from Germany and Austria, 
spruce Reform Rabbis in toinnst dress from America, 
orthodox Rabbis with flowing white beards and solemn mien 
from Russia, a Chassidic miracle-maker in silk gaberdine 
and fur hat from Galida, stalwart, black-bearded Jews 
from the Caucasus in conical astrakhan hat% cmd olive* 
conqtodoned Jews from the Orient in fes and tnrbaa. 
Even the most exacting erf the nkrarcrthodoK vaSter no 
hardship in these resortsinrespectof diet and lodging, for 
there ars koiher boarding-honses and restaurants galore to 
accommodate them all, and the strict routine of the cure is 
reheved by divine service three times a day and Tahnudic 
disputations at all hours. Drawn together from their 
dispersion by their bodily ills, the children of Israel discuss 
the malady of their people while seeking their owa personal 
healing, and then return to their thousand tents. 
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RACIAL AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISnCS 

AnUnqpQlQgicBl and physiological characteristics — ^The Jewish 
type pradomliiantly brunette and brach]rcephalic — Histofkal 
evidence upon racial purity — ^Uniformity of Jewish type — Causes of 
phjrsiological characteristics — Factors contributing to good health : 
Dietary and hygienic laws — Temperance — Low rate of mortality in 
general and of infants in particular — Causes of low mortaUty — 
Liability to contagious diseases, bronchitis, heart-disease, hemor- 
rhoids, cancer — ^Liability to conwimption, diseases of digestive 
organs, of the eye and ikin Morbidity of cfaildna— Nenroos 
dlMnaw fliiiflrtfiii TnfnrioTity d Urtb-xate— DecUae of maxriafe- 
xata— ^Decline ol natntal incieeee 

THE Jew has many distingiiwhing dmacteristics 
botii of an antiuopdogkal and a physiological 
nature. Tlidr origin Is to be sought partly in the 
fadal stock to which he belongs, partly in the endless 
vicissitudes through which he has passed, partly in the 
environment in which he has dwelt, and partly in the 
mode of life that he has followed. His anthropological 
characteristics are due to the racial factor, and they owe 
their preservation in approximately their original conidition 
^ to the social isolation in which he has for the most part 
lived since the days of his dispersion. His physiological 
^ dbanicteristics are due in greatest measure to the hygienic 
lam which he has observed as part of his religion, and 
likewise to the sofferings which his people has endued 
in its struggle for existence, and Ihe effects of wfaidi, both 
beneficial and detrimental, he has inherited as a national 
legacy. The characteristics of both kinds will be found 
in their fullest extent among the Jews who live in compact 
settlements, particularly in Eastern Europe and in the 

nt 
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Western communities composed of those who have them- 
selves migrated from the East. The anthropological traits 

V have a longer and stronger persistence than those of a 
purely physinlot^iral order: they are rooted in tlie blood 
and will even reassert themselves in the grandchildren of 
those who have married outside the Jewish pale and with- 
drawn from the Jewish annmnnity. The pecuhaiities of 
a physiok^gical naton aie dependent 
factoni^ end tiiey become weelrer or dissppeer In pio- 

^ portkm at Hie individual Jew abandons the habits and 
custouB of oentmies and adopts tiie node of lUt of his 
non- Jewish neighbours. 

The distinctive features of the Jewish type consists of 
dark hair and eyes, and hence, owing to the preponderance 
of this feature, the Jews belong to the brunette group of 

^the human rnce, or, more particularly, to the brunette 
group (Meianochroes) of the white xace. The blond t^'pe, 
consisting of fair hair and blue eye\ and the mixed type 
consistiQg oi fair hair with dailL eyes or daric hair with 
light eyes, are also found in small and varying proport i ons 
in dlilei e nt onmtcies. The pravakooe of blood type 
baa been faq[»1ained by some antfaropologisls as thie lasalt 
of intennixtiire with the native popufattions, but tiiis view 
is contradicted by the presence of fair-haired Jews in the 
north of Africa and in Syria, which are not inhabited by 
blond people^s, as well as by the presence of blond ty}>es 
among the Samaritan Jews who have scrupulously safe- 
guarded their racial purity. The causes of these diverse 
types among Jews must not be sought in their kinship 
or supposed intermixture with alien races, but in the 
fotoes of naAme that oiighially determined the genesis of 
tteae respective types among otiier groups of the hnnmn 
race. The differentiatkm of pigmentation, as Dr. ZoDadum 
has 8hown»^ is the effect of varied dimalic and geographical 
conditions : it is a protective measure of nature against 
the injurious chemical and calorific effects of Ae fierce rftys 
of the sun. The otlier maio characteristic of the Jewish 

> Dr. IgoM Z^lKihan, Das Bau m p i m bl s m (Vkna, jrd editSoe, t^ta). 

p. 123. 
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v type is short-headedness (brachyccphaly), the cephalic 
index of the majority of Jews being estimated by Dr. Judt 
as ranging from 80 to 83*6.^ There axe» however, many 

^ npresentatives of the long-headed or dolichocephalic type, 
as in Arabii^ Moioooo, and Algeria. This diversity of 
head-fonn is advanced by Dr. l^be^g * as his piinct[>al 
1/ reaaoa for diynting the racial parity of the Jews» as he 
maintains tiiat changes in the form of the head can be 
produced only by racial intermixture. But Professor Franz 
Boas,® who has taken measurements of 30,000 immigrants 
and descendants in New York, has shown that the change 

^of environment from Europe to America has a potent 
influence upon such racial traits as stature, head-form, 
and complexion. East-European Jews with brachy- 
cephahc heads become long-headed and also increase in 
statore and wei^^t. A similar phenomenon may also be 
observed amoQg the immigrants and their descendants in 
Londoa. Moteover, NystrOm^ has shown that the shape 
of the akuU can be differently infhienced by the pose of 
its» body invoh^ by one's daily occupation and mode of 
life, and that the increased pressure of brain and blood 
caused by intense intellectual activity tends to produce 
brachyccphaly. Thus, changes of head-form afford no 

*^ proof of racial intermixture. It had long been supposed 
that the hook-nose is also a salient — if not tlie most dis- 
tinctive feature— of the Jewish type, but careful observa- 
tioii among the Jews of Russia and Galicia has shown that 
from 60 to 80 per cent possess straight or " Greek " noses. 
The Jewish hook-nose tiuives only in the comic pi^^eis. 
That which oonstitates tiie pecoliarity of the Jewish nose 
is not its sluqpe or profile, but, as Joseph Jac6b8 was the 
first to point out, " the accentuation and flexibihty of the 
nostrils," a view with which Ripley agrees.* 

* JUdische Statistik (Berlin, 1903), p. 421. 

> Dr. M. FishbesiK, y<«s A. SHufy 0/ Eac§ and Enrtromimi 

(London. 191 1). 

* Changes in Bodily Form of Descendants of Immigranis (Washing- 
ton, 1 910). 

* Dr. laim ZoJheihn. Dnt MbuttntHMtUtntm o. oou 

' Art " Wmo " in -Twritt ffmriri^Jtiirfrfi, iv 
8 
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The predominance of the brachycephalic type among 
the Jews has led to a revision of the traditional view as 
regards their Semitic origin, since the peoples of the so- 
called Semitic stock were dolichocephalic. Even Jewish 
writers who are in favour of Jewish nationalist aspirations, 
such as Dr. Zollscfaan and Dr. Judt, have discarded the 
conventional theory of the origin of their people. Dr. 
Zolkdua lias pointed out that it ii abemd to ^Mek of 
the Semitic race at aO. as tins Kkm tiie coQatefal 
expression Aryaii» rimply applies to a family group ol 
languages, but affcnds no indication of tiie facial kinddp 
of those among wliom they are spoken. According to 
Zbllschan the Jews, at the time of their entry upon the 
arena of history, were the product of an amalgamation of 
the peoples of North Africa with those of Soiith-Westem 
Asia, and they were particularly innucncod by the Assyrian 
and Babylonian elements among the latter as regards their 
complexion. Judt, on the other hand, believes tbat tlie 
Hittites formed the physical nucleus of the Jews, idio owe 

to#]|Mll tbeir distinctive nlivsiocnoniicai traits. wiiilBt 
according to Pro fessor von Lnsdian the tiuee principal 
elements in the composition of the Jewidi type wen On 
^Semites, the Aryan Amoiiies, and the ffittltas. But 
although it is impossible to establish with exactitude the 
genesis of the Jewish type, since anthropological science 
still provides a field of heated conflict, it is sufficient to 
know that according to unbiassed authorities the racial 
/ amalgamation of which the Jews are the product took place 
^ some four thousand years ago and that the Jewish type 
has been preserved intact to the present day. 

The evidence of history stroogly sopports the view that 
tiie Jewish race did not snfisr any iqppreoiable into oi 
alien Uood in Eorope. The Jewidi c unmwnily in afanoit 
every town was botii locafly and socially segregated fitom 
the rest of the population. There wasawide^Meadfeelinf 
of hostility between Jews and Gentiles throughout the 
Middle Ages, which afforded Httle encouragement to mixed 
marriages, and both Synagogue and Church strictly forbade 
such unions. Moreover* the liabbis discouraged pro- 
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Belytism, and the records of conversion show that 
Jewish community lost far more in deserters than it gained 
in proselytes. The only notable exception consisted of 
the Chazars, a people of Turkish origin, who formed an 
independent kingdom in the south of Russia from the 
seventh to the eleventh century, and whose ruUng classes 
embraced Judaism in 620.^ But the descendants of these 
Jewish converts were subsequently absorbed among the 
Karaites^ who do not intennany fi^tfa orthodox Jews, and 
flnit they atmiot f oim an aignnMnt against the parity of 
the Jewish race. In any case the amount of die inter- 

v/mairiage witib Jews is known not to have been great, and 
its physical effects must have been eliminated in the course 
of a few generations as small admixtures from an alien 
stock leave no anthropological trace behind them. Mixed 
marriages, so far as has been ascertained, are less fertile 
than purely Jewish marriages, owing either to racial incon- 
gruity or to the characteristics of the social stratum in 
which they mostly take place, and all but a tenth of the 
offspring of such unioas go over to Christianity.* It may 
theraioie be safely concfaided that the Jews are com- 

yparatmly free from any strain of alien blood derived from 
the natkms of Europe, wliatever admiartnie they may have 
tiiems^es contributed to theae natkms. Beyood the sone 
of the Western worid, however, there are indeed three 
historic cases of alien intermixture with Jewish blood : the 
Jews of Abyssinia, known as Falashas, who claim descent 
from tlie retinue of Menelik, the son of King Solomon and 
the Queen of Shcba, and who present a negroid type ; the 
Black Jews of India, and the small and dwindling colony 
of Chinese Jews at Kai-Fimg-Foo. But these abnormal 
types are comparatively few in number, and, owing to theur 
remoteneBB and isolation, they cannot be considered as 
affecting the purity oi the general body of tiie Jewidi race. 
U we desire a concrete and impartial testimony that the 

«/jewidi type has not undergone any appreciable alteration 

^ According to A. Harkavy. Meautj NidiMm, i. ; Other Mtbocitiat 

give 740 as the date of conversion. 

* Cf. bk. vi. chap. iu.« " Driit aad Apostasy." 
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i/in Europe during the last two thousand years, we shall find 

it in the imposing monuments that have been brought to 
light from the buried cities of Babylonia. The bas-reliefs 
of Hebrew prisoners taken by Shishak in 973 B.c.E., and of 
the inhabitants of Lachish who submitted to Sennacherib 
in 701 B.C.E., present a striking resemblance to the pre- | 
dominant Jewi^ type of the present day. The preservation 
of this type from so remote a period is due primarily to 
racial evolution and aoooeaiive centiiriei of in^ 
it is not lest due to ooimiion naliood ezpedeiioei iHadi liave 
endowed it with qpedfic qualities of a physical and moral 
order. Behind the walbci the Ghetto tiie Jewidi type was 
carefully protected from the influence of its alien environ- 
ment . and Ihero it also received a special impress, the product 
of exile and o})pression. The chronic outbreaks of massacre 
and banishment, the unceasing reign of petty despotism, 
economic misery and nervous alarm, have wrought traces ; 
upon the organism of the Jew ; they have bent and stunted 
his body, whilst they have shazpenedhismind and bri^^itened 
his eye ; they have given him a narrow chest, feeble muscles^ 
and pale complexion ; they have 8tasq>ed his visage with a 
look of pensive sadness, as thou^^ ever brooding upon the 
wrongs of ages. But the frame that has endured and sur- 
vived so much suffering is also endowed with a hi^ degree I 
of resistance. 

In the remotest regions there may be found Jews of a ' 
similar type, as in Aden and Galicia, in Eg\Tt and Persia, in 
Samarcand and Palestine,* and yet we cannot assert that 
there is a single uniform type at the present day. A few 
hours' careful observation among the Jewish inhabitants of 
a Westenidty, or even a few moments' scnitifly among tbe j 
delegates at a ^onist Congress, would soon reveal the ex- 
istence of varied types. The cause of this vaiiaticn is not 
fartoseek; it con^tointhe influence of local e nvi ro nm ent, 
which forces upon the Jewish physiognomy some of the 
traits of the predominant type, a process favoured in 

^ W. Z. Ripley, in Tks Raeu of Europe (New York. 1 899), hM pnbliahed 

photographs shovsnnc^ the similarity between Jewish typw of Rnilay 



Digitized by Google 



RACIAL AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 117 

Western coimtiies by the increase oi social intercourse with 
BOD- Jews as well as by the preference of the non- Jewish 
type for marriage both by Jew and Jewess. Thus it is that 
several ea i in ei it Jews of the last fifty years have had little 
similarity to fhe average racial type ; Cesaxe Lombroso in 
Italy, Sir JuHaii Gddsmid in EnJ^and, George Brandes in 
Demnark, Baron Maurice de Hksch in Fnmce, have all 
shown a marked resemblance to the characteristic type of 
their native country, whilst Dr. Theodor Herzl, on the other 
hand, recalled the majestic presence of an Assyrian emperor. 
; But although these types show a divergence from what is 
popularly called the Jewish type, there is no ground for 
den3dng the existence of the latter as is done by some writers, 
since the majority of Jews present — to use a mathematical 
term— ^ luf^iest common factor of j^ysical and physiog* 
***!i tf i?f i l <diaracteri8tics <iigH*^g*'"^^^"g tfaem from non* 
Jews. Tlia truest statement of the position would be that 
there is a variety of Jewish types, each poesesshig an un- 
mistakable Jewish factor and yet presenting a certain 
resemblance to the predominant local type which results 
from the unconscious mimicry of muscular movements. 
This difference has been characterized as a difference in the 
social type of Jewry, which helps us to read in the face of 
each Jew the land of his origin, and to see whether he is a 
native of Russia, Germany, England, or America. That 
whidi is popular^ Imowtt as the Jewish eiqnession is found 
mostly among those who live in or originate from Eastern 
communities, and it has even been observed to develop at a 
later age in the case of some who have not had it in their 
youth, but, on the whole, it diminishes among those who 
have constant intercourse with non-Jews and who live 
beyond the influence of a Jewish atmosphere. 

The physiological characteristics of the Jew are not due 

J to any organic pecuharities of a racial origin, but to social, 
historic, and economic causes. Having dwelt for nearly 
two thousand years in towns, and for the greater period ui 
the most insalubrious and congested quarters, and having 

^ been ooo^dled to endure all manner of peiaecutioa in his 
strug^ for eiistenoe, he possesses a constitution that Gom- 
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^bines a poor muscular development u ith a highly developed 
nervous system. His average height in Eastern EurojKi is 
five feet three or four inches, whilst that of the Je\Ndsh 
immigrants in the United Statos is five feet five inches * ; 
Imt the native Jews both oi New York and London aietalkr 
than their fonign ptrents and tbm demooitrate how sos- 
ceptible is tlie physique ol tiie Jew to the faflneima of 
enviraunent. The inleriority ol tbt Eastern Jew in chest 
dmlopaient is stUl mate striking. Among healthy aad 
normally developed people the girth of the chest equals or 
even exceeds half the stature, but this proportion is far 
from common among the Jewish masses of Russia, who 
present a larger percentage of military recruits with deficient 
chest-measurement than any other subject -people of the 
Tsar. Investigations spread over twelve years (1S86-97) 
have shown that among eveiy 1000 Jewish conscnpts there 
were 491 whose chestHneasnrement was less than half their 
faeii^y nUlst •"*^w*g zooD Christian conscripts there were 
only ia8.* Dr. Max Manddstamm, of Kiev, who had 
exceptional facilities for studying the physical con d i ti ons 
of the Jews in the Russian Pale, cites without reservation 
the testimony of military physicians that 60 per cent of 
the Jewish recruits have a deficient chest circumference.* 
The Russian military authorities have accordingly lowered 
:hc standard of their requirements for Jewish subjects. 

Despite his paUid face and feeble irame the Jew displays 
a remarkable strength in resisting disease. Cooped up in the 
poorest, the most crowded and insanitary districts of great 
cities, where the air is fonl and the lig}it is had, he sinoBed^ 
in It^dng to a great and even veneraUe age. Deofed the 
hoon of invigorating his stodc with the blood of acoontxy- 
bred element, an advantage open to all other nations, he 
nevertheless succeeds in perpetuating his line to a fourth 
yamd fifth generation. The secret of his health and longevity 
^lies wholly in his mode of life, which is prescribed and 

* Tl« Immigraui Jew in America, p. 282 (New York, 1907). 
•JMhOmSumtHk, p. 30S. 
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faMooBd by Itw and castom. But some of his immmuty 

from certain diseases may rightly be referred to heredity, 
for a stock that has survived the perils and persecutions of 
many ages must have inevitably become stiffened in the 
process. The most tangible grounds of the good health of 
ythe Jew, however, consist in the dietary and hygienic laws 
whkh he observes as faithfully as the Ten Commandments, 
in his notable sobriety, in the weekly Sabbath rest, and in 
the qnietnde and purity of his family life. The legislaticm 
ol the Bible and the Tahnnd was directed to secure the 
physical as well as the spiritual welfare of mankind, and all 
the religious codes accepted by orthodox Jewry preserve and 
emphasize this principle. The prohibition of certain beasts, 
birds and fish, as unclean for food, the careful examination 
of animals after slaughter to see that they are free from any 
disease of the lungs or pleura, and the draining of the blood 
from meat before cooking, combine to p^rotect the body 
from elements that might be injurious and diminish the 
liability to contract such maladies as bovine tuberculosis, 
trichiniasis, and typhoid fever. The rlpanlineBs of the 
y person is socteed by a strict insistence upon the use of baths 
and aUutioos as almost a religious duty. The hands and 
face must be washed in the morning before any food is 
touched ; the hands must always be washed after relieving 
nature and after touching any part of the body that is 
usually covered, and they must likewise be washed before 
every meal. The Jew, moreover, laves his hands again 
after the meal, before uttering grace. A bath is prescribed 
before Sabbaths and festivals, and the Mikvah or ritual bath 
(which must contain at least i^iO gallons of water) must be 
visited by every woman at least once a montb.^ The ritual 
observance of these practices is slowly falling into desuetude 
in Western countries, but it is faithfully upheld in Eastern 
communities. The cleanliness of the home is secured by 
the scrubbing and cleaning of the living rooms on the eve of 
every Sabbath and festival, and by the thorough scouring 

^I&Gcrmaiiy.of 1400 j0wlahooiiiffliiiiitiflf,77aliaveaAf«AvaA. InRnMift 

there is hardly n sintjlc community without one {Z. f. Detn. u.Stat.. 1912, 
p. 87). In Western conntdM it is being veplMed by the domestic bath. 
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and scraping of every nook and cranny in the hoose-wana, 

woodwork, floors, furniture, on the eve of Passover, the 
latter process being more thorough, if anything, than the 
usual English spring cleaning. 

The salutary effect of these dietary and hygienic re- 

^gulations is supplemented by moderation in alcoholic 
indulgence, for although the Jew drinks wine fcwr the cere- 
monial of sanctiiicatkm on Sabbaths and feasts and takes 
iqiirits on all festive oocaaloos, he knows how to set a dis> 
creetUnut to his appetite. There aie no t e m p er an ce kagoea 
in Jewry, and yet in no otiier oomnmnity is the nmnber of 
dronkards or of those safiering from alcoholic escoeas so 
small in proportion. The perfect repose both of body and 
mind secured by the S;ibbath and by the more important 
festivals, which amount to tliirteen days in the year, 
affords an excellent means of recuperation from toil and 
worry, for these religious celebrations are free from those 
drinking bouts which desecrate what should be the solenm 
days of other commumties. And a further series of imr 
portant factors consist in the early age of marriage, the 
sanctity of the famify tie, and the devotion winch paicenta 
kviah iqxn the npfaiinging of children. Finally, the whole 
/philosophy of the Jew is ooloored by the view that hie is a 

^ very predoos thing, and that everything may be sacrificed 
to its preservation. The guiding principle of the Rabbis, 
based on the dictum of the Pentateuch (Lev. x\iii. 5), 
was that the laws and statutes of the Bible were given 
that man might hve by them and not die through them.^ 
Hence they declared that in case of danger to life one might 
commit any transgression except idolatry, murder, and 
adultery ; * and the relaxation they allowed had special 
application to the Sabbath, on which the doctor mi|^t 
heal the sick, though all other wok was forbidden. 

In the li^ of this hygienic dii^enaation it b not SQr> 
/prising that the Jews everywhere have a lower rate of mcr* 

^ tality than the people among whom they live, even though 
they generally dwell in the most crowded and insanitary 
districts. In no country that has been investigated does their 
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annual mortality exceed 20 per 1000. Between 1876 and 
191 0 their mortality in Prussia, Bavaria, and Hesse declined 
from 17*8 to 13*8 per 1000, and in 191 1 their mortality in 
Frossta was 14- whilst that of the Christian popalatioii 
was 17*4.^ In Hoogaiy their death-rate in 191Z was 15-3, 
as oompaxed with as* x per zooo of the general population ; * 
and in Vienna, in 1908, it was onfy 12*4, co o trart in g with 
a mortality of i8*z per 1000 of the general popnhkion.* 
They enjoy the same advantage in Eastern Europe too. 
Thus, in 1903, in Russia, they had a mortality of only 
14-5, whilst that of the Orthodox Russians was 32-2. and 
that of the Mohammedans 24*3 per 1000 ; and in Poland they 
had a death-rate of 15-8, whilst that of the Catholics was 
23.* Similarly, the average death-rate of the Jews in 
Bulgaria declined between 1891-95 and 1901-04 from 
23-10 to i5'49 per 1000, whilst that of the general popu- 
lation QBify declined from 27*86 to 03*68 ; * and in Ru- 
mania the Jewish death-rate between 1907 and 19x0 de- 
cttoed from x8*94 to x6*85, whilst that of the general popu- 
lation only decUned from 36*4 to 25 38.* The same 
phenomenon has been corroborated among the Jews in 
London, Manchester, and New York. In Whitechapel, 
according to Dr. J. Loane, who gave evidence before the 
Royal Commission on Alien Immigration in 1902, the 
death-rate of the district in the period 1880-1900, when 
the Jews settled there in large numbers, declined from 
26 to 18 per 1000, and the foreigners have a death-rate of 
15*6 as against the native rate of 20 ; ' in Manchester 
dming the years X900-03, the deatlnrate for the entire city 
was az-78, whilst in the Jewish district of Cheetham it was 
0Dlyx6'99;* and in New York during the six 3mai8 en^Bng 
3xst May X890, the Jews had a mortality of only 14*85 per 
XOOO, which was lower than that of any other rate in the 
city.* 

t Zeitschrift /ar Ikmo(pr«pkU miA StaHsHk dtr Judtm^ 1913, JauMzy 

and September. 

" Ibid,, p. 1 18. • Ibid., 191 1, p. 118. * Ibid.t pp. 39-44. 

* iW., p. 17. * Ibid., 19x2, p. 16. 

* ifkmm 0/ JBptfffMt (1903), 453S-55. */MI., pt. 799- 

* J. & BBIiag^ Fflyrf fflWf itf w ^ <ii Jmm im m UmUti Stai» (i 890). 
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The favourable position of the Jews in regard to mortality 
in general is exemphfied very strikingly by the rate of in- 
fantile mortality, which everywhere forms a goodproport.on 
of the general mortality. Thus according to the evidence 
given before the Roydl Commission on Alien Immigratiai» 
the infant mortality increaaed in London in the period 
1886-1900 from 153 to z6x per 1000 bntha, whibt tht 
WhftfchapfJ diatiict ihoired a dedine from 170 to 144 ; 
and in Manchetter, in xSgft-xgox , the infant death-rale waa 
lowest in Qieetham, the fignrea in 1899 being 104 for thla 
Jewish district and 205 for the whole city.* Similarly, 
investigations have proved that those districts which are 
mostly inhabited by Jews in New York, Philadelphia, 
Chicago, and Boston, although the most overcrowded and 
insanitary, have the lowest rate of child mortality. ^ In 
the Grand Duchy oi Hesse the average rate of infant mor- 
tality in 1906-ZO was zag per 1000 of the Chiiatian popu- 
lation, but among the Jewa it was only 72 ; * and in Hon- 
gaiy, ini^to, the martalityol Jewididnhken under aevan 
years of age formed 35*8 per cent of all Jewish deatha^ 
whilst among the Frotestanta it waa 42*1, and among the 
Catholics 497 i>er cent.* Moreover, in Russia, according 
to the census of 1897, the infant mortality was 150 per 
1000 births among the Jews, whilst it was 154 2 among 
the Catholics, and 274*3 among the Greek Orthodox ; ^ and 
in Cracow, which is typical of Galicia, the corresponding 
average rate for i^g^-^ was 155 for the Jew^ but 171 
for the Christians .• 

The low death-rate of Jewish children is due to the 
acrupoloaa care of the motheia in reanng their o ffafir i B g . 
Throoi^iout Eastern Burope Jewesses after mania^ very 
raiel^ work in factories or at hooDie ; they invaiiahfy nmse 
thehr children at the breast : and in all parts of the world 
they are known to display an excessive solicitude about 

* Minutes of Evidence, 30<'>«. 21742-46, 

* The Immigrant Jew in America. 

* Zntaekrift /Sr DtmofftapkU uh4 SMitlih 4tr Jtidm, 19x3. p. 7. 

* Mi,, iQta. p, 78. 

■ Die sozialen Verhdltmsss im Jmim 1m timdamd, p» ^ 

* Du Jmdm in ( Mitmmtk ^ ^ ss. 
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the health of their children and to seek the best medical 
advice on the least suspicion that anything is wrong. The 
low rate of the general mortality most be also attributed 
partly^ in addition to tlie factocs previous^ mentioned, to 
tlie natuie of the ooGii^MtioiB ill which JeM Tbe 
Iwge majority, partic^laxiy in Eastern £nrope« ace mar- 
, chants or small traders or engage in indoor occupations, 
and tfans belong to the long-lived dass. Thdr avoidance 
of dangerous trades, such as mining, building, and railway 
employment, is due not to any deliberate precaution but, 
for the most part, to the fact that such occupations would 
involve, more seriously than others, regular isolation from 
the Jewish community and violation of the Sabbath. We 
are thus led to the conclusion that the lowmortalityof Jewry 

/ is doe in the mainto itsspedficsodal, hygienic, and economic 
conditions, a view that is siqyported by the fact that the 
death-rate of the Jews is smalkst where they live apart, 
whilst it increases where they fieefy intemung^ with their 
non-Jewish neig^bours.^ But apart from all these con- 
siderations it is only natural that the Jews, who have waged 
such a long and stubborn figlit against the forces of destruc- 
tion, should have acquired a certain ingenuity in the art 
of defeating Death. 

The favourable conditions of health enjoyed by the 
Jews may be illustrated by examining the degree of their 
Hability to various diseases. Contagious maladies^ which 
work with such rapid and pemicions effects among most 

^peoples^ do not attadc them at aH so sedonsly^ deqpite tiie 
sppaient opportonities cfiersd by a Ghetto environment.' 
In 1909 there was an ontbieak of diolera in l^tdbsk, in 
ant Russian Pale, whidi (aoooidiiig to the censos of 1897) 
contains 34,420 Jews and 31,299 non-Jews, but whilst 
472 non-Jews were attacked, of whom 219 died, only 186 
Jews were attacked, of whom 70 died. The morbidity of 

> Among American Jews the death-rato of the native-born is O't^ per 
cent, but that of the foreign-born 7-61 per cent {Jswisk Encychpadia, 
vol. ix., art. " Mortality "). 

■ In tlw mddle A^tm fte Back Death, carried amy lo many 
tfaooMiideof peopla^kfttha Jews ahnaetimtoiiclMd. and beskce they were 
aceued of caiNUig the death ol otiien by poiaooing the weOe. 
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the Jews was thus only 5, and that of their neighbours 
15 per 1000.* The Jews are also more immune than their 
»/ neighbours from typhoid fever. Thus in Bi]di4>€Bt, in 
1886^ their mortality from this disease was only 46 per 
200,000, wliiltt that oi ^ Catholics was 66, and of the 
Lolherans 76.* And hi New York, dvaaog the she yean 
ending 3i8t May 1900, tiiehr mortality from typhoid was 
only 919 per 100,000, a lower rate than tiiat of any otiier 
people. They suffer less from smallpox, as they practise 
v/ vaccination regularly, and in the e|)icleniic of 1900-03 in 
New York they were almost completely immune, as they 
were in the outbreak in Manchester in 1902.' They are 
^ less liable to pneumonia as their indoor occupations do not 
expose them to the rigours of the weather or the chilling 
of the body ; and as they are not habitual drunkaxds they 
can offer a more effective resistance to the difrm* On 
^tiie other hand, owing to their being mosdy townsfolk 
^witii indoor occcpatkMns, tiiey are very liable to chioofc 
ybrraidiitis and as^ima; and heart disease daims a great 
number of vktims, owing partly to tiieir nnnsoally severe 
struggle for existence and partly to their containing a 
large proportion of old persons, who are naturally liable 
to the malady. In tlie United States the Jewish mortahty 
from heart disease is double that of the general population. 
Rheumatism is also common, and so are varicose veins, 
especially among women, owing to their sedentary habits 
and their frequent pregnancy. A special form of tiie 
latter affection consists of hemonhoids, idiich are more 
prevalent among Jews than among otiber people. This 
malady is parti^aily comnion among the Jews of Eastern 
Europe : its capsatinn is doe to a sedentary life, and is 
generally attributed to sitting neaily the whole day on 
the hard benches of the Beth Hamidrash, studying the 
Talmud. Cancer is believed to be less frequent among 

> ZMtscMfi f§t DmCirmphis und Staiistik d$r Juden, 191 2. p. 63. 
•J. KMd in PubUkaHomm A* SUaUHsOm Bmmtu, Bmitpm 
(Bedka, 1898). 

*Mima$i of EwUMt$, RoyMl rmnniiMtai on Aliei Ti'^'grwl^. 



Digitized by Google 



RACIAL AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 125 



Jews than among non-Jews, though among the fonner it 
is more Uable to attack the gastro-intestiDal oigans ; on 
tlie other hand, cancer of the breast is kes frequent 
among Jewish than non- Jewish women. 

Whether Jews show any particular immonity in regard 
to consmnption is still a matter of di^te, tiiough the 
bulk of the evidence would seem to be in tfaeur favour. 
Investigations made in Russia, New South Wales, and 
London show that the Jews are less liable than their 
neighbours to this disease. In 1897 the Jewish Board of 
Guardians of London appointed a committee to inquire 
into the alleged increasing prevalence of consumption 
amox^ the Jewish poor with a view to adopting preventive 
measures, but the inqiuiy established the fact that there 
bad not been any increase of this disease during .the 
piwi o u s fifteen years.^ Dr. J. S. Billings has shown that 
the death-rate from consumption in New York and Brook- 
lyn for the six years ending 31st May 1900 was lowest 
among tiie Jewish population, a result confirmed by Dr. M . 
Fishberg, who has made investigations in the New York 
Ghetto, showing that the death-rate from this disease 
was 565'o6 per 100,000 among non-Jews, but only 110 56 
among Jews.* The pursuit of sedentary occupations, 
such as tailoring and boot-making, in the crowded dwellings 
of congested districts in big cities, would lead one to expect 
a greater frequency of this malady among Jews, but there 
are conntenictiDg factors in the caiefol inspection of theur 
meat, the rarity of alcoholism, the r^^i^ deaning of the 
house, and then: general employmoit in trades tiiat do not 
expose them to the inclemency of the weather. The 
/eating of kosher meat and the moderate indulgence in 
^ intoxicants would seem to be the two chief causes for 
checking the ravages of consumption. On the other 
hand, diseases of the digestive organs, such as nervous 
dyspepsia and diabetes, are rather frequent causes of 
death, being due largely to excessive anxiety and a lack 
of pn^w exercise. Whether Jews are more of ten attacked 

^ BrtM M^Hcia Jmma, taA Jidy, 189^ 
* 7I# immi§nm$ JmimAn mka , p. 
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by diabetes than their neighbours is another moot point, 
but Dr. Fishberg has shown that it is mostly a questioii 
of the nativity of tiie Jews, those in Gennany falling 
easier victims to Hie malai^ tluBi Ifadr co-nib^poamltB 
in RiMia, Frsno^ or England.* The extent to wludi 
Jeira ate liable to diMaies of tbe digestive organs Is 
evidenced by the large mmibere in wlddi they flock every 
sommer to such watering-places on the Continent as 
Carlsbad and Maricnbad. Of eye diseases trachoma is 
ratlier frequent among the Jews of Extern Europe, owing 
to their insanitary surroundings, but effective measures 
of prevention and healing have been adopted in recent 
years in consequence of this ailment being a ground for 
the exclusion of immigiants seeldog to enter England or 
America. Of skin diseases ecMma is said to be note 
oommott amopg Jeivt flian amoog non»JewS(» a phenomen o n 
also due to an insanitary e nviuau uent Searaal diseases 
are notably less common, the oompaiaAive immnnity 
beiog due partly to snperioiity in moral lelatioos, partly 
to moderation in intoxicants, and partly to circumcision ; 
but the favourable position of the Jew in this respect is 
slowly receding in Western countries in which there is 
increasing intercourse with the non-Jewish population. 

The position of the Jewish child in regard to disease, 
as can be deduced from its comparatively low death-rate, 
is stfildiigly favourable and is due to the greater devotion 
and care exercised by tlie mother both before and after 
birth. Jewish chiidien soocnmb less freqoaitiy tiian 
others to d^ihtiieEia, ctofap, measles, and wfaoopimg-ooQi^ 
but tiiey mm often die kom scailet lever. They thaw a 
better nnsistan o e to infantile diardioM, the mortality from 
whidh is only about a third of that among non-Jewish 
infants. They arc also less liable to rickets, atrophy, 
and scrofula. Striking evidence on this point was given 
before the Inter-Departmental Committee on Physical 
Deterioration by Dr. W. Hall of Leeds, who found 50 per 
cent of the Christian children in a poor school sufiering 
from tickets* but only 8 per cent of the chiidxenin aschool 
^ J0triak MHepthfitMt^ vol* ir^ Mt* " Dfsbiln.** 
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of the better class, wheraas in a Jewish school of poor 
childien he found only 7 per cent attacked by this ailment.^ 
The liability of the Jews to nervous diseaM is a subject 
yof peculiar and |iatfietic interest. Distingnlshed by the 
^sij^cfiority of their nervous over their mttscidar system, tii^ 
sre mm pnme to mental affections than other people in 
whom the nervous system is relatively less highly developed. 
According to various authorities the frequency of mental 
diseases among Jews is four to five times higher than among 
non-Jews. It is chiefly nervous diseases of a functional 
order, however, to which they are subject, particularly 
neurasthenia and hysteria, the latter being found among 
males to a notable degree. Raymond bas actually asserted 
that the Jewishpopulation of Warsaw forms an inexhaustible 
source of simply of hysterical males for the clinics of the 
ivliole Continent* On tiie otiber hand, Jews axe less Uable 
tD organic nervous diseases than non-Jews, llianks to the 
comparative infiequency among tiiem of alcoholism and 
syphilis. Their peculiar position in respect to these dis- 
orders is due to a combination of historic and social factors. 
They have had to endure an endless cycle of persecutions 
ever since their exile from Palestine ; they have been 
almost exclusively denizens of towns throughout that 
period, denied the stimulating influx of coimtry blood ; 
sad they have largely been engaged in intellectual or com- 
mercial pursuits and been exposed to the wony and anxiety 
mddental tiieteto. These factors, operating for so long 
a period and over so wide an area, have rendered the 
Jewish nervous q^stem peculiariy suscq>tible of attack, 
and they oontinue to exert undiminiaiied sway to the 
present day throughout Eastern Europe. The persistent 
espionage and oppression, the chronic pogroms and the 
daily fear of their recurrence, to which tlie Jews in Russia 
are exposed have wrought disastrous effects among them — 
driving hundreds, nay thousands, into an incurable state 
of insanity. According to the Russian census of 1897 

* J tm i ik Chmiek, 19th August, 1904. 

*L'^Mt tfM MiMiaMn 4m Sytlkm Ntmm m Rmi9i$, p. 71 (Mi^ 
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the Jews had 9 84 mentally diseased in every 10,000, whilst 
the Russians had only 9 54 and the Poles 8 51.^ This un- 
ittvoonbie proportion has probably since become woxse 
in oomeqncnoe of the whokitaie massacres of Jews in the 
antonm of 1905 and tlie qioiadic outiai^es tliat broke out 
in the foQowiQg year, <be type ci affection to wiiidi tiiqr 
aie subject bei^ more freqnoitiy mrianrhnMa rather than 
mania. In addition to tiieae factors one most also take I 
into oonsideratiott the early age at which the Jewish dnkl 
begins his education ; his religious, if not his secular 
education, begins as early as the age of four or five, and 
I throughout the greater part of Eastern Europe it is con- 

ducted mostly in an overcrowded and ill- ventilated room 
which often forms the entire home of the teacher. An 
important point that must be borne in mind, however, 
in r^ard to the comparative frequency d inaaniiy amoqg 
Jews is that they are ahnoet eiclusively an urban popidation, 
widtot ahnoit half of the non^Jewish wodd Irvea in tiie 
coontry: thnsa Jewidihmaticniastinvaiiafalybebroii^t 
into a pabUc asylum, a neces s i ty tibat operates to a ksa 
degree in the case of Gentile hmatics, and hence tiie 
disproportion between recorded Jewish and non-Jewish j 
lunatics can to a certain extent be discounted. Despite the 
/relatively high degree, however, in which Jews are attacked | 

^by nervous ailments, they are comparatively free from 
the severer or fatal forms of these diseases. Thus the 
mortality of the Russian Jews in New York from nervous 
maladifft in the six years ending 31st May 1890 was 117*68 
per 100,000,* urtukt that the Bohemians waa 336*76, d 
tiie white Americana 393*48, and of tibe Irish 243*44. 

Alihong^ insanity is tiie moat potent predbpoeing canae 

^ol suicide, self-deatriiction is on tiie wMt conqNunstively 
rare among the Jews. The reason is to be sought in the 
controlling influence of religion, w-liich is a recognized 
deterrent of self-murder, as well as in the traditional view I 

/ of the Jew in looking upon life as something sacred. 
Throughout the crowded Jewish centres in £asteni Europe, 

' D ie sotiaUn VtrhdUnisse der JwSm im BMllfswrf, pi. 6S <B«8a, t9Q^ 
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where orthodoxy has its stronghold, suicide is a very 
infrequent phenomenon : only in periods of pogroms, 
when Jewish wives are dishonoured and Jewish girls are 
outraged, is there a notable manifestation of suicidal 
tendency. The cause is certainly sufficient. There is an 
if^mdable difierenoe» bowever, in the rate of suicide 
emoqg different grades of Jewish society* its incidence 
being nmcfa more frequent among tibe rich than among the 
poor, Thna, in Austria, where the economic position d 
tiie Jews lsk)w, the number of sniddes is ao per 100,000 ; 
and in Galicia, where the Jews are even worse off, it is 
ID per 100,000 ; whilst in Baden and Bavaria, where they 
are on the whole in comfortable circumstances, the rate is 
is 140.^ The most significant feature in regard to self- 
murder among the Jews is its comparative increase in 

^/Western Europe and America, thus displaying one of 
the deleterious influences of modern civilization upon 
Jewish life. In these Western lands, where tiie struggle 
/of life is keener and the bases of faith ere weaker, the 
despair ol ^e Jew finds a quicker outlet in self-destnio- 
txm tiian in tiie Jewish centres of Eastern Euope, where 
tfiereisiiot only a stronger laitii in Providaioe, but where 
also the social stigma attaching to the family of a suicide 
acts as a potent deterrent. The increase in the rate of 
suicide in Western Jewry has become most striking during 
the last fifty years, the period that has witnessed the 
growth of emancipation and westward migration ; and it 
is particularly noteworthy in Prussia, where the statistics 
of the ten years 1890-1901 show that whilst the rate 
among the noor Jewish population of that country has 
msined ahnoat statfcinary, it has iarrsased among the Jews 
from x8 to 52 per zoo,ooo. 

Although modem Jewry has sudi a favourable record 
in regard to mortality and disease, it has a remarkably 

J diminishing birth-rate, which is lower than the birth-rate 
of the general population in all the countries of Europe. 
Thus, in Prussia, Bavaria, and Hesse together the average 
Jewish birth-rate sank from 31*6 per 1000 in 1876-S0 to 
* Jmitk Eiujtclopadia, voL xL, art. " Suidde." 

9 
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Z7'6 In 1901-ZO, and In ProaBia alone, in it was as 

vim as 15*4.^ This oo n tra s ti veiy vsdKwomMy not only 

with the Christian birth-rate in Prussia, 297 per 1000, and 
^vith the general birth-rate for German3^ 287, but also 
with that of France in 1911, 18 9, which is commonly re- 
garded as the lowest birth-rate in Europe. In Austria the 
Jewish birth-rate declined between 1899 and 1909 from 
3572 to 28 80 per 1000, and in Hungary betwe^ 1901-05 
and 1906-ZO from 31*4 to 98*6, falling again in 19x1 to 
26 9 (compared with 35*1 per 1000 of the general popula- 
tion).* Even in the coon tries farther east, wbm toaditkMial 
piety still has its stion^iold. the ancient ideal of being 
fmitfnl and moltiplying is steadily waning. Thns^ in 
Galida tiie Jewish bliths b etwe e n 1899 and 1909 dedfaied 
from 41*41 to 34 40 per 1000 (probably partly due to the 
large emigration) ; and in Rumania, between 1903 and 
1910, they declined from 32 29 to 29*33, whilst the birth- 
rate of the general population increased from 40 14 to 
50*11 and in Bulgaria, between 1891-95 and 1907, they 
declined from 37*58 to 32 27, whilst the birth-rate of the 
general population rose from 37 49 to 43*85^ The same 
phenomenon has also manifested itself in Russia, where 
between Z900 and Z903 tiiejewiah birth-rate declined tiom 
36*14 to 99*13, idiich contrasts strildi^ with the birfli- 
rate of the Greek Orthodox, 51*3 per zooo;< andinFoland 
likewise the Jews have tiie lowest birth-rate of any 
denomination, 30, that of the Greek Orthodox being 
43 26 per 1000. 

This diminution of the birth-rate has altered the com- 
position of the Jewish family, for w'hilst most famihes con- 
tained four to six children even as recently as twenty years 
ago, they now have only two to four, and there is an 
increasing tendency to restrict the number to two. The 
y cause of this diminution is mainly to be found in the increase 
V of celibacy and the postponement of marriage, with the 

1 Zeitschrift /Sf Dtm9gnfM$ MHf SUiMih im Jmim, 1913, Jraoaiy 

and September. 

« Ibid., 191 2, pp. 78 and 135 ; 1913. P- ^'S. 

• Ibid,^ Z91 1, p. X 7. * Ihid., 191 1, pp. 39-44- * ^Wrf., 1919, p. 16. 
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consequent curtailment of the period of fertility, due to 
*^the increased standard of comfort and education ; whilst a 
subsidiary cause consists in the prudential restraints and 
the sterilizing effect of nervous kntability prevalent among 
educated classes. These causes operate, it is true, amongpt 
nearly all town-dwellers, Jewish or Gentile ; but the Jews 
are alinost ezchisivdy a townrpeopte, wheieas the Cfarist^^ 
are to a large extent a rural folk wliose high burth-rate 
counter-balances the lowbirtli-rate of the town populatioii. 
To such a degree has cdibacy now spread in modem Jewry 
that its marriage-rate has sunk below that of the Christian 
population almost throughout Europe. In Germany, in 
1911, the marriage-rate of the general population was 7*80 
per 1000, but that of the Jews was only 7-08 ; and in Hun- 
gary, in the same years, the figures were respectively 9*2 
and 8*3 per 1000.^ The same phenomenon has also mani- 
fested itself farther east. Thus, in Bulgaxia,^in 1907, the 
ttaniage-rate of the general populatum was 9-88 per zooo, 
butthat of the Jews only 7*13*; andinRuinania,uii9io» 
the figures were respectivdy 9*44 and 6*09 per zooo.* In 
Russia too the trad^onal ideal of founding a family is on 
the wane ; thus in 1903, whilst the marriage-rate of the 
Mohammedans was 11-4 per 1000 and that of the Greek 
Orthodox 9*2, that of the Jews was only 7*2, and in Poland 
it was as low as 61.'* 

The diminishing birth-rate of the Jews is partly counter- 
/balanced by their low rate of mortality, but the advantage 
that they possess in this respect is limited in effect, and the 
net result is alower rate of natural increase thantlMt of the 
general populatioin. Thus, in Genuany, in 1905-10, the 
general population increased by 7*06 per cent (the Protest- 
ants by 6*23 and the Catboilcs by 774 per cent), whilst the 
Jews increased only by 1*17 per cent.* In Holland, in 
1899-1909, the general population increased by 14*77 P^^ 
cent, but the Jews only by ri2 per cent.® Similarly, in 
Austria (X901-XO) the addition to the general population 

> Ztitickrift flk Dmograpkk md SUMik der Judmt, 1913, p. Z19. 

• /Mtf., 1911, p. 17. •iUtf., I9za,p.i6. * /Mer.> 1911* PP* 39-^. 

* Jbid^ t9ia, p. z6a. * Ibid,, 191Z, p. 166, 
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was 9-26 per 1000, whilst the Jewish increase was only 7*25, 
and in Galicia, in the same decade, the Greek and Roman 
Catholics increased by 8*67 and 11*64 per cent, whilst the 
Jewish increase was 011I7 7*62 per cent ; in Rnmaina 
(19x0) the figores wefe 14-82 and zrt$ reflectively ; and 
in Russia (1903) the additioa to the Greek Orthodox pofwi- 
lationwas 19 per zooo, whilst that of the Jewish poptilation 
was only 14*8 per xooo. The effect ol this diminishing rate 
of increase is that the Jews form a diminishing proportion 
of the general population in many European countries where 
there is no pow« rful stream of immigration. In Germany, 
in 1870, tin rr were 125 Jews in every 10,000 of the popu- 
lation, but in 1 910 there were only 95. This diminution 
was also partly due to apostasy and emigration, and 
it would even have aasuned larger proportions but for 
the influx ol Jews from Eastern Europe. Similarly, 
in Austria, in x890» there were 476 Jews in every 
xo,ooo ol the population, but in 19x0 the proportion 
had fallen to 459 ^ ; and in Italy, between x86x and 1901 
the proportion fell from i3'3i to 10-96 per 10,000 of the 
total population.* The cUclining rate of increase of the 

/Jews is in itself an ominous sign for the future ; wliilst the 
diminishint^ proportion which they form of the general 
population in so many countries is a further disquieting 
factor, as it exposes them in a steadily increasing measure 
to the forces of assimilation. 

> Ztittekrtfi /Ar JUmograpkU mmi StoMtfft imr Jwim, October i^ta. 
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BOOK III 

THE POLITICAL ASPECT 



INTRODUCTION 



The diveisity oi politicai status aod its cooaeqsencM 

ESS than one-half of the Jews in the world are in 



possession of the saioe civil rights as their non-Jewish 



JL-jf neighbours ; the majority are still in bondage. This 
simple statement soms up the political status of modern 
Jewry and illustrates the ethical j ustioe of modem Christen- 
dom. " Peace and goodwQl nnto all " was the gladsome 
meflsaipe of the Saviour that Christendom owes to Jewry, 
but war and Hl-will were the sinister policy practised by 
the nations against the Jews for eighteen centuries 
thereafter. The relentless foe of the Jews through- 
out the Middle Ages was tlie Cliiirch, which dominated the 
destinies of the State in almost every country in which they 
were settled, and which regarded all who stood outside her 
fold as the fit prey of humiliating restrictions and ruinous 
taxation. They owed their first breath of liberty in 
Europe.not to any demenqr on the part of the Church.but to 
amovement whidi swept her power away and set op in her 
place the goddess of Reason. It was the French Revolution 
whkh first released the people ci Israel from the shackles of 
mediaevalism and endowed them with the rights of human 
beings, though this act of liberahsm was even anticipated 
by the United States by a few years. The step was too bold 
and revolutionary to be followed immediately by other 
coimtries : most of them, after protracted internal struggles, 

did not admit their Jewish subjects to the rights of dtizen- 

m 
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ship until the middle of the nineteenth century, the order in 
which they effected this measure reflecting the march of tlie 
idea of toleration. But althoQ^ we are now in the second 
decade of the twentieth centiny, the pcindple of toleration, 
acclaimed as the crowning virtne of modem dvilifation, 
t/has not yet penetrated throng the frontieni of Rnmia and 
Rttmania. Six mOHoa hnman beings are there condemned 
to a state of servitude to which the annals of history offer 
no parallel, their only crime being that they were born Jews. 
Their sole escape from the mediaeval barbarity of their 
modem oppressors is in emigration, and to this one hundred 
thousand are compelled to resort every year. Had it not 
Ix en for the ceaseless persecuti(m in Russia and Rumania 
the Jewish commonities in En^^and, America, and the 
British Colonies would still have been in«ignifiran» in 
nnmbers, for the Jew loves his native land and does not 
leave it to seek a home dsewhere nnless he is driven by 
necessity. The fears and snsf^ons formerly entertained 
by the countries that have emancipated their Jewish sub- 
jects e long been dispelled, for the latter have imiversally 
proved a benefit to the State and manifested their patriotism 
in abundant measure : they ha\ e contributed to the advance- 
mrnt of their countr\''s welfare in the arts of peace, they 
have fought its battles (repeatedly arrayed against one 
another), they have actively participated in its civic and 
political life, and they have risen to positions of eminencft 
in its Government councils. But althoo^ th^ are kgrily 
endowed wHh dvil and political ri|^ their enjoyment of 

vthem in some coontries is restricted by official hostility or 
embittered by social prejudice. The complete emand- 

^ pation of the Jewish people is an ideal still hidden beyond 
the range oi prophetic vision. 
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CHAPTER I 
^ THE AqjUISmON OF CIVIL RIGHTS 

Medteral ditatiiHHiM The libwatiaf eSocta of the Frawh 
Revolution— -NapoleQO and the Puis Swih a drln ■ ■ Emandpatkm 
in Italy and in Holland — Protracted struggle in Germany — Austria- 
Hungary— The struggle in England— Tho United States and 
Britkh rokmifli Other Countriea 

THE first serious attempt to liberate the Jews 
from the civil and political disabilities imposed 
upon them in the greater part txf mediaeval Europe 
b^an in the latter half of the ei^iteenth century. Their 
disabilities varied in different courtries in Idnd and 
a e v er ity , hot they all agreed in so far as the Jews were 
•^denied the ordinary rights of citixenship. They were 
restricted in domicile, in trade, and in the practice of 
public worship ; they could not own land ; they were 
excluded from schools and universities and denied any 
share in civil and political affairs ; they were subjected 
to a poll-tax which was exacted whenever they passed 
from one province into another, and they were mulcted 
in taxes by kings and bishops, in return for a protection 
which was constantly threatened by the populace. In 
short, tb^ had no rif^ except the lifjbit to exist, and 
this was exposed to so mai^ wrooi^ that it was felt as a 
burden itself. Then- disabilities in England were not so 
galling or burdensome as on the Continent, for here they 
enjoyed liberty of domicile from their resettlement in 
1655 and were free from the humiliation of a poll-tax ; 
but the spirit of toleration in England a hundred and 
sixty years ago was still in such a primitive condition 
that ab Act for the naturalization of the Jews passed in 
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1753 had to be repealed tlie same year owing to a fiem 

storm of protest all over the kingdom. 

The first country in which the Jews in Europe were 
granted complete civil equality was France. As early 
as 1748 Montesquieu had raised his voice on behalf of 
the Marannos or " secret Jews "in Portugal, and it was in 
his cx)untry that the seed of toleration, assiduously sown 
^ by the philosoi^ers of reasoo, first ripened into iniit. 
The initial stage in the process of liberation was the 
xemoval of the commodal disabiUtieB to which the Jews 
of Alsaoe were eiqwiod in addition to the boidsaa of 
tribute that prened heavily upon all the Jews of Fhum 
alike. Confined to particular distilcts and restricted in 
the matter of trade to dealing in cattle and jewclkry, the 
Jews of Alsace were compelled to engage in money-lending, 
and the unwillingness or inability of the Christian borrowers 
to repay their loans provoked a popular agitation against 
the Jews. Hence the latter, in 1780, presented a petition 
to Louis XVi lor the removal of their trade disahihtiea, 
winch was granted ; and four ytim later a decree waB 
iasoed for the abolitiflo of the polf tax and the c oafa r m e n t 
of free choice of domicile. But it was not nntQ 1789 that 
/freedom of religioas wonUp was aococded by the Natiooal 
Asaembly in response to the poweffol advocaqr of Ifirabean 
and Abb^ Gr^goire, who pleaded for the extension of the 
Rights of Man to the Jew. Within the last two weeks 
of that memorable year the question arose of admitting 
all citizens, without distinction of creed, to the public 
service. Again Mirabeau and Gr^goire championed the 
cause of the Jews, but as the Alsatian deputies o&red 
violent opposition a compromise was agreed upon. The 
Portuguese Jews of Avignon, who had hitherto ei^o]^ 
dvii rij^ as nataraHaed Fkenchmen, and against idmn 
there was no hostility, were endowed with full political 
rif^ on s8th January 1790. Their brethren in Ahsoe 
had to content themselves for a while with a law assuring 
them protection and the abuliiion of all sp(-cial taxes ; 
but on 27tli September 1791, after an aident appeal by 
TaUeyiaud, only a few days beiore dissolution of thye 
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National Assembly, the complete ripjhts of citizenship 
were conferred upon the 60,000 Jews of France, who were 
thus the first Jews in Europe to be placed oa a political 
equality with their neighbours. 

The emancipation of the Jews oi France waBCOOfinned 

(^by Nq^oleon, who also broog^ the fot taste ai liberty 
to their bcethien in Gennany and Italy. Then was, 
hideed, a moment in Napoleon's Egyptian campaign 
when he was fired by the ambition of restoring Palestine 
to its ancient owners, but this glorious prospect was made 
dependent upon the Jews of Africa and Asia enrolling 
themselves under his banner, and is to-day merely a 
theme for historic speculation. The Jewish question in 
France was re-opened by the guild merchants and religious 
reactionaries of Alsace, who ejqpkated the inability of 
the peasants of this province to repay their debts to the 
Jews by petitioning Napdeon to afarogste the civil rights 
o£ the Jews. The cooq oe r o r resolved to sobmtt the 
qaesticii to the oonsideratioD d the Jews themselves. 
He convened an Assembly of Jewish Notables of Frattoe» 
Germany, and Italy, in order to ascertain whether the 
principles of Judaism were compatible with the require- 
ments of citizenship, as he wished to fuse the Jewish 
element with the dominant population. The Assembly, 
consisting of iii deputies, met in the Town Hall of Paris 
on 25th July z8o6, and was required to frame replies to 
twelve questions relating mainly to the possibility of 
Jewish patriotism, the permissibility of intermarriage 
between Jew and nco-Jew, and the legality of osnry. 
So pleased was Napdeon with the prononnoements of 

^the Asaeniblf that he summoned a Sanhedrin after the 
model of the andent council of Jerusalem to convert 
them into the decrees of a legislative body. The San- 
hedrin, comprising 71 deputies from France, Germany, 
Holland, and Italy, met under the presidency of Rabbi 
/ Sinzheim, of Strassburg, on glh February 1807, and adopted 
a sort oi charter which exhorted the Jews to look upon 
France as their fatherland, to regard its citizens as their 
bsethren, and to speak its language^ and which also ez- 



Digitized by Google 



JEWISH UFE IN MODERN TIMES 



presst'd toleration of marriages between Jews and Chris- 

y tians while declaring that they could not be sanctioned 
by the synagogue. In order to give legal effect to the 
decision of the Sanhedrin, Napoleon by special decree 
(17th March 1808) instituted a system of congwtarifft ior 
regulating the constitution of the Jewish conmninity. 
This system lemsined in foroe in France until the passing 
ol the Sqperatko Law in 1905, end still suivives in Belginni 
and Alsiuoe. The culmination of Jewish emandpatian in 
France was readied in X831, when it was resolved that 

y synagogues and Rabbis, like churches and priests, should 
be supported by the national treasury. 

The Jews of France thus owed no extension of their 

y rights to Napoleon but merely a confirmation of them. 
Their brethren in other lands, however, owed him a more 

•^substantial debt of gratitude. In the new Kingdom of 
Westphalia, which was under the rule of his brother, 
Jerome, the Jews were granted complete civil equahty in 
i8o8« whilst those in the HaiwcaHc towns at HamtaKg, 
Ldbeck, and Bremen, were conceded their ri^^ under 
Fkench pressure in t8xx. A similar boon fdl to the 
lot of the Jews of Italy, but both in that coimtry and 
in the Hanscatic towns it was only of brief duration, for 
with the downfall of Napoleon there set in a general 
reaction. Pope Pius VII brought the Inquisition to life 
again, denuded his Jewish subjects of every freedom, 
thrust them back again into the Ghetto, and compelled 
those who lived in Rome to listen to proselytizing sermons, 
J Not until the Revolution o< which shock, the loundac 
tions of Europe, did this medieval servitude come to an 
end. Even then there was a temporary reaction. But 
when the Papal States in 1859 hecame the United Kingdom 
of Italy under Victor Emanuel II, the Jews at last obteined 
^ their full emancipation. Not so those in the city of 
Rome, who had to wait until 1870 before they were 
released by the Italian legions from Papal bondage. 

The only other country in Europe besidt s France in 
which the Jews secured their civil emancipation before 

^ the end ol the eighteenth century was Holland. Upon 
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the establishment of the Batavian Republic in 1795 the 

jmoKt energetic members of the Jewish commmiity pressed 
for a removal ol tbe many disabilities under width they 
laboured. They were compelled to exist as small cor- 
porations, so that careful vigilance nuf^t be exercised 
over them ; they were excluded from the trades sacred 
to the guilds ; they had to contribute to the support 
of the Church and its schools, from which they received 
no benefit ; and they had to pay double fees for the 
registration of marriages. Some of these disabihties 
were removed in response to vigorous agitation, but the 
demand for the full rights of citizenship made by the 
progressive Jews was at first, strangely enough, opposed 
by the leaders of the Amsterdam community, who feared 
that civil equality would militate against the conserva- 
tion of Judaism and declared that their co-religionists 
renounced their ri^its of dtisendiip in obedience to the 
dictates of their faith. Hence, although the Jews were 
invited to take part in the elections to the Batavian 
National Assembly, very few ventured to disobey the 
prohibition of their leaders. But undeterred by this 
official opposition a disciple of the school of Mendelssohn, 

yDavid Friedrichsfeld, wrote an eloquent plea for the 
enfranchisement of his brethren, and six distinguished 
Jews presented a petition for the purpose to the National 
AaaesMy. The petition, desfHit a stormy protest* 

ytriumphed, and on 2nd September 1796 the National 
Aasembfy decreed the complete equality ci the Jews in the 
Batavian Republic. In the following year two Jews 
were elected as deputies for Amsterdam, and any lingering 
aversion to Jewish emancipation disappeared when one 
of them, Isaac da Costa Atias, was appointed in 1798 to 

. the high office of President of the Assembly. 

The speedy and peaceful attainment of equality in 
France and Holland forms a striking contrast to the long 
and bitter struggle that was necessary in Germany. The 
stniggle began in the days of Frederick the Great, who, 
despite his reputed HbenUsm of thought, manifested a 
Ingoted hostility to his Jewish subjects. He severely 
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restricted their numbers in his dominions, limited their 
marriages, debarred them from the most skilled trades and 
liberal professions, and exacted heavy taxes for the privi- 
Iqfe ol his special protection. The high achievements oi 
Moses Mendelssohn in the world of letters, the eloquent 
/ tiibiite ol Lean^'t Nmiimm ih$ Wise to Jewish char. 
V actar^ tile vjgoioiis advocacy of Jewish if^ts by C hristian 



i 

















Upon the prejudiced nonafcfa. Dohm's pamphfet met 
witii a readier response from a more enlightened monardi, 

Joseph II of Austria, who abolished many imposts on 
Jews, allowed them free choice of trades and professions, 
admitted them to universities and academies, and founded 
Jewish schools ; but unfortunately this spell of toleration 
terminated with the Ufe of the royal reformer. The first 
measure of relief secured in Prussia was the removal in 
1787 of the poll-tax, and a similar step followed in the 
Rhhieland and Bavana; hot the pmirdant hostility to 
tiie Jews, from which even the poet Goetiie and the philo- 
sopher Ildite were not fmmmft, retarded the canae of en* 
franchiaement It was not until N^)oleon broke down 

V the feudal barriers of Central Europe that the dawn ol 
freedom came to the long-suffering communities of Israel. 
Besides the emanci])ation of the Jews in Westphalia and 
tlie Hanseatic towns, a restricted measure of liberty was 
given to those in Baden, whilst in the Duchy of Frankfort 
civil equahty was granted at the price of 440,000 florins 
in x8zz. More important still, Frederick William III of 

y Prussia abolished the system of "protected Jews" and 
in iSxa conceded civil eqnaEty, modiftfd by the exclusion 
of Jews fiom State offices. In Bavazia and Anatna no 
fights ol way Idnd Mre granted, and Jews wbo enteral 
Vienna were subjected to a nev^ poll-tax. In Saxony 
only a few privileged Jews were allowed in Dresden and 
Leipzig, and they were heavily taxed aiid forbidden to 
build a synagogue. But even the scanty liberties thus 
hardly wrung were lost as soon as the star of Napoleon 
sank. Despite the sacrifices made by the Jews in the wars 
for the emancipation oi Prussia they were thrust back into 
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their former servitude and were even deprived of the com- 
missions they had won in the army. A new foe arose in 
the form of Christiaa Germanism, which wished to identify 
the State and nation with the dominant religion, and the 
historian Riihs even advocated the restoration of the inedi* 
smlbadge. At ^eOiogiesB of Vienna piomiaeswete made 
to impmre Utt Jewish oonditioa, but tiiejr ramdned mere 
promises^ and a worse reaction set in. fhe Hanse towns 
expelled ^e |ewt, FnoMott (after imcketing the haH- 
miUion florins) imposed restrictive laws, and then Austria 
too enacted special decrees, and Prussia followed suit. 
Tyrol and parts of Bohemia and Moravia were closed to 
the Jews ; liberty of trade and residence in the country 
was hampered ; and the Ghetto reappeared. The climax 
was reached in 1819 when a series of riots broke ont against 
the Jews^ acconq)anied by pillage, massacre, and expulsion, 
which spread from Wiirzbuig to Copenhagen. .^mI yet, 
so varied was the f eeting in the ooontiy, the Gfand Dodiy 
of Hesse enfranchised ha Jews in x8ao, whiM from 18x5 
to Z847 there were twenty-one anomaloas laws restricting 
Jewish liberty in the eight pro v ince s of Prassia. Not imtfl 
1848, when Europe was visited by a cycle of Revolutions, 
was the struggle for the emancipation of the Jews in 

^/Prussia, in which Gabriel Riesser, a Jewish lawyer of 
Hamburg, played the most prominent part, brought to a 
successful issue by a decree of the National Parliament 
at Franldort. The Jews in Hanover and Nassan were 
granted equality later in the same year, but those in Wiir* 
tenibeig had to wait until i86z, in Baden until z86a, and 
in Saxony ontil 1868. Upon tiie estabKshnient of the 
NcrOi Gennan Confederation in 1869 all leHgioos dis- 
abilities were aboliahed, and tiie principles of dvil equality 
wae extended to all parti of the Gennan Eni^nre upon its 
tomdation in 1870. 

The Revolution of 1848 also usherctl in the emancipa- 

4 tion of the Jews in Austria, and the first parliament that 
assembled in Vienna after the stirring events of that year 
contained five Jewish deputies. But upon the abdication 
of K mp er or Ferdinand in t^f- sanift year and the acfieS" 
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y skm of Fnmcis Joseph, a mctioii set fn, fomeated by fbm 

clerical party. Jews were expelled from many cities ; 
their right to hold property was cancelled ; they were 
forbidden to keep Christian servants ; they were excluded 
frf >m positions as teachers in pubhc schools ; and they were 
prohibited to establish congregations in Lower Austria. 
But the defeat of Austria in the Italian war of xfi59brou^t 
it to its senses. Early in i860 a new legislation was promul- 
gated wkkh ccmfcned tspon the Jews of most of the Aus- 
trian pfovnioes tiie ij^t to bold property ; but it was not 

/ until ^be end of 1867 Ibat tiie ooniplete enfranciuaenient 

^ of Jewry was estaUblied boHi in Austria and Hongaiy, 
although it was only as late as 1896 tliat Jtidaim was 
declared by the Parliament of Budapest to be a legally 
recognized rehgion. 

The tardiness with which the states in Central Europe 
admitted their Jewish subjects to the full rights of citizen- 
ship also characterized the attitude of England. The 
position of the Jews in this comitiy since their leadmission 
,by Oliver Cromwell was, it is true, more favourable than 
tbat of tbeir brstbien on tbe Continent inasmoch as tliqr 
weie not subjected to siicli degiadiiii^ baiddiips as tbe poll* 
. tax and itstaictkNi of residenoe ; bot tbey snffoed nndsr 

J a munber of disabilities uduch cramoed crinoled tiieir 
civil status, and wbidi wm only gradually abolished by 

J 1870. At the beginning of the nineteenth centurj^ they 
could be debarred from voting at parliamentary elections 
if the returning officers wished to exercise their powers ; 
they could be excluded from tlie Bar if the Inns of Court 
objected ; they were forbidden to trade within the City of 
, London ; and they were shut out iiom Parliament, iioin 

Jbigh commissions in the army and navy, from dogiees and 
snholawhips at tiie University of Cambridge^ and even 
from attendance at tbe Unxvenity of OxfonL Tbe bailie 
fortbeieowvalof th^ disabilities began inunediately after 
flie emancipation of ttie CatboKcs in 1829, and was vigor- 
ously continued for forty years until the Jew was placed 
Qpon tlic same level as his Christian fellow-citizen. In 1831 
the Corporation of London opened its boundaries to Jewish 
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traders ; in 1833 the first Jew (Francis Goldsmid) was 
Called to the Bar ; and two years later an Act was passed 
that reheved all voters of the necessity of taking the Oath 
of Abjuration and thus permitted Jewish electors to exercise 
the iranchise. The efiorts of the Jews were directed simul- 

^taneously to obtaining the right to hold maoicipal ofl&ce 
and the right to sit in Parliament. They succeeded much 
earEer in r^aid ta tiie fonner right byadoptimg the tacticsof 
ficBt secnring fha electicni of a Jew to office and thoi ptxxmr- 
ing tike sanction of Pailiament for an aooomplished fact 

J Thus, In 1835. David Salomons was dected and allowed 

^ to act as Sheriff of London ; ten years later, after he Iiad 
repeatedly been elected alderman, he was permitted to hold 
this office too ; and another ten years later, 1855, this un- 
tiring champion of Jewish rights was acclaimed Lord Mayor 

^f London. The acquisition of the right to sit in Parlia- 
m^t proved a much more stubborn and protracted pro- 
cess. In 1830 the first Bill for this purpose onfy passed a 
first reading in the House of Conunons, and from 2833 Bill 
after ^ was passed by the Commons bat rejected by tha 
Lordsfor aqnarterof aoentory. In 1847^16 same tactics 
were adopted as in the campaign for secoring nranidpal 
office, but although Bar^Liond de Rothschild was elected 
member for the City of London in that year and again in 
1850, and although David Salomons was elected for Green- 
wich in 1 85 1 and actually spoke in the House, it was not 
until 26t}i July 1858 that the former was able, as the first 

V' Jew, to take his seat in the House of Commons by virtue of a 
resolution to permit Jewish members to omit the words " on 
the true faith of a Christian " from the oath. In 1870 the 

^ University Tests Act enabled Jews to graduate and bold 
adidaiBhips at the andent nnivenitsies ; and in 2885» Sir 
Nathaniel RoUisdiiM, a son of BaioQ liondde Ro^adhild, 
was made a peer, and, as Lord Rothsdiild, was the first 
Jew to sit in the House of Loids. Not mitil 1890, how- 
ever, was it formally established that all positions in the 

^ British Empire, with the sole exception of that of monarch, 
are open to Jews.* 

^ A. M. Hyam8o&« A History of the Jtm in EngUmd, ppb 3^334. 
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It is not a little curious that England was the last of 
English-spcakinpj countries to enfranchise its Jews ; but the 
distinction of being the first countr\^ in the world to endow 
its Jewish subjects with the full rights of citizenship hke- 
ywise belongs to an English state, namely, the United States 
V of America, the Constitution of which, adopted in 1787, 
dedaiea that "no idigious test shall ever be lequired aa 
a qnaHtotlnii to any poblic office or pdbiic trust." Tlua 
law ai equality was pmaptiy adopted by all the federal 
states, with the ezoeptioii of Maryland, where civil ri^its 
were not se cure d until 1820. In Canada these rights were 
granted in 1832, after an agitation of twenty-five years 
following the election of a Jew (Ezekiel Hart) to Parlia- 
ment, wliich was declared invalid ; in South Africa, in the 
colonization of which Jews have played a notable part as 
pioneers, complete equality has prevailed since 1820 ; and 
in Australia, which Jews have likewise helped to develop; 
they have en|oyed equality sinoe their settkment. 

There remain but a lew other countries that daim 
attentioii. In Bd^um ttie Jews acquired emancipation in 
1815, under the inftuenoe of the Fkench Revolution; in 
Denmark they were granted equality by the Constitution 
of 1849 ; in Norway they have enjoyed equality since 
1851, when a law forbidding their residence in the country 
was repealed ; in Sweden they were given the franchise 
in 1865 and the right of election to Parhamt nt in 1870, 
but they are still excluded from the Council of State and 
the Ministry; and in Switserland the Federal Government, 
under outside presaoie* decreed the enfranchisement of all 
its dtiaeni in 1865. Spain in 1858 repeakd ita edict d 
expuMott of mote than three and a half omtuiieB before, 
and has recently shown a touching interest in the return 
of the Sephaidim to its bocders, wUlst Portugal enacted 
freedom of religion as early as 1825. The Jews of Algeria 
were made French citizens at a single stroke by a decree 
of Cr(^mieux in 1870. The Treaty of Berlin in 1878 brought 
the Jews of Bulgaria and Servia their civil emancipation, 
and the Turkish Constitution of 1908 conferred equahty 
upon all the Jewish subjects of the Ottoman £mpire. 
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Conditions in the Orient — Persecution in Russia — ^Thc limi- 
tation of tho right of domicile— -The brutality of expulsion — 
Limitations in education — Limitations in public service and liberal 
professions — The duty of military service — Chronic oppression- 
Pogroms — Rumania and the Jews — Violating the Berlin Treaty — 
A record of disabilities — ^Present position and outlook 




HE saddest feature of the present conditions of 
the Jewish people consists in the state of bondage 
to which one-half of its numbers is condemned 



in Russia and Rumania. Their sufferings in these 
countries are far more galling and desperate than those 
Qt the Jews in otrtain Oriental lands, as they are caused 
by laws deliberately enacted by the Govenunent for their 
degradation and eztmninflAion» wbmas the nusery of the 
J ewt in the other regions mainly arises from the impotenoe 
of the Govermnent to protect them from the attacks of 
the populace. Until the recent establishment of the French 
and Spanish protectorate in Morocco the Jews in that 
country were treated as outlaws, cooped up in a Mellah 
or Ghetto, and exposed to frequent outrages on the part 
of the fanatical mob or rebel troops, who spared neither 
property nor life ; but they now enjoy the blessings ol 
security and justice, and their social and economic con- 
ditions axe gradually improving. In Persia, rent by dvil 
war and hannted by roving bends, the Jews are a prey to 
degrading disabilities and chronic outrages and are scarcely 
likely to improve their lot if Russia increases her influence 
in that decaying dominion. Distressing, too, is the plight 
of those Jews in Yemen, who have no redress from the daily 

10 
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aaBaultt to which they are es^MsedL and who have had to 
pay the penalty ol their kyalty to the Ottoman Govern- 
ment in its recent campaign against the rebel Imam by 
being condemned by the latter to fresh taxation.^ But 
terrible as is the misery in these Eastern lands it is alto- 
gether overshadowed by the barbarous oppression inflicted 
upon the six million Jews within the conhnes oi civilised 
&iiope. 

The bonda^ of the Jews in Russia consists in a multir 
plidty of laws which roh them of all liberty in the choica 
#of dmmcile and occopationt nikadk aippkt their oppor- 
/ tontties of edncatkm, Ifanit their li^ to own property, 
/ exdndethmfitmiStateandmnnicipalaervice, and impose 
heavy burdens upon them in regard to military duty. 
Cruel as all these restrictive laws are they are appUed with 
such caprice and chicanery that the Jews are reduced to 
condition of constant panic, from which they cannot 
always secure intervals of relief even by bribery ; whilst 
the hostile attitude of the Government breeds a spirit of 
^antagonism in the masses too« which finds vent in that 
^diabolical product of Mosoovite culture — the pogrom. 
Established in the dominions of the Tsar tor more than 
two thousand years, ever since the destractioo of the first 
Tempk, the Jews have been the qrart of a pitiless fate 
which has made them taste every form of human intolerance 
and State p er s e cn tion. From the sixteenth century the 
dominant policy of the Government towards them has 
J been one of hostiUty, relieved only by a few intervals of 
repose. Their oppression first assumed a seriuus form in 
the reign of Catherine I (1725-27), who issued a decree of 
expulsion ; imder Paul I (1796-1801) and Alexander I 
(1801-25), they enjoyed a ^eU ci toleration; tmder 
Nicholas I (1825-55) the rod of persecution fell heavily 
upon them — systematic measures were adopted to force 
them to conversion, and boys from the age of ei^t were 

* A moving dfltcfiptioo of the — ffitrillgi of these Jews ia Sbnth Arabia, 

settled there for over two thousand years, is given in a pamphlet. The 
Yemenite Jews, by Joshua Fcldinann (Spcaight & Soaa, I9l^» wbo 
dcacnbc:* tiiur ruccnt emigratiou to Paicstme. 
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torn from their parents to become soldieis of the Tsar ; 
under Alexander II (1S55-81) they were again allowed to 
breathe freely and awaited the dawn of their emancipation, 

but after his assassination they were, under Alexander III 
plunged once more into the gloom of the mediaeval ages, 
which has settled about them even thicker and heavier 
during the reign of his son, Nicholas II, despite the mock 
Constitution proclaimed in 1904. At no period of their 
htstoiy were their hardships so numeroos and so burden- 
%i some, so degrading and so hopeless, as at present. Let us 
examine their main features — a detailed survey would 
demand several volumes — and we may be able to appreciate 
something of the bittemess of the bondage imposed withotkt 
shame or scruple by a modem Government upon its innocent 
subjects. 

The most harassing of all the laws that blast the lives 
J of the Jews in Russia arc those which limit tlieir right of 
domicile and clog tlieir liberty of movement. They are 
y confined to a Pale of Settlement which was created in 
1769, imder the reign of Catherine II, and extended after 
the final partition of Poland in 1795, when another million 
Jews came under the iron hand of Russian rule. The 
/Pale of Settlement^ as it exists to-day, was substantially 
fixed in 1835 : it comprises the ten governments or pro- 
vinces of Poland and fifteen provinces of Li&uania, AVhite 
Russia, South- Western and Southern Russia, the regions 
in which the great bulk of the Jews were concentrated 
and where they were decreed to remain. Later legislation 
also permitted the native Jews of Courland and parts of 
Livonia, of the Caucasus and Turkestan, to retain their 
d^miciif By subsequent decrees the Pale of Settlement 
was curtailed : thus in 1887 the industrial district of 
Rostoff was cut ofi, and a few years later the health- 
resort of Yalta was also declared to be outside the per- 
mitted area. The Pale forms about a twenty*f ourth of 
tiie area of tiie Russian Empire, whilst the Jews form an 
almost similar proportion (413 per cent) of the total 
population. The area assigned for Jewish residence, 
howeveri is much smaller than that contained within the 
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boundaries of the Pale, for since May 1882, according 
to the so-called Temporar}^ May Laws of Count Ignatieff, 
no further Jews were allowed to settle in the villages in 
the Pale, and once a Jew left his village he could not 
return to it or settle in anotker village and was thus 
compeUed to remove to a town. Moreover, many townlets 
weie later converted, by a mere stroke of a governor's 
pen, into villages^ and thmi involved the expolaion of the 
Jew. Tlie oonseqnenoe k folly 95 per cent of ^ 
Jews in Rnssia are crowded into tlie towns of the Fide^ 
fonniBig as nmdi as two-thirds of the population in many 
districted where tiiey are conqMDed to struggle against all 
manner of economic evils to keep body and soul together. 
The small percentage who are privileged to live in any 

J part of the Empire according to the liberal laws of 
Alexander H, belong to the following four categories : — 
(i) Discharp;ed soldiers, after serving their full time ; 

v'(2) merchants oi the first Guild (paying a business licence 
of 800 to 1000 roubles) after having paid that tax within 
the Pale for five consecutive years, and if they still belong 
to the first Guild after settliog outside the Pdb (aooocdiog 
to the law also, Hut merchants may each take witii them 
one Jewish dedc and domestic servants up to four persons) ; 

<^(3) graduates of universities and higher institutions of 
learning in general, as well as students of these institutions, 
apothecaries and apothecaries' assistants, certificated 
dentists, non-graduate surgeons, and midwives with their 
respective assistants and students in these branches ; 
(4) mechanics, distillers, brewers, and artisans generally 
wlule pursuing their own calUngs, as well as artisans' 
apprentices serving their tims^ but in order to obtain their 
pasq;x>rt» which has to be renewed periodically, they most 
produce a certificate of their vocation in aoooidanoe with 
the rules established by law for that purpose." ^ The 
privikges accorded to these various cfsiiiw» however, 

^ Th$ Legal SufferiniB Of th§ Jews in Russia, edited by Vtdm Woif, 
p. 31 (T. Fisher Unwin, 1912). This is the latest and best survey of the 
Jewish disabiUties in Rmia, ud ionni thie principal antboaty ior tfai 
preseat account. 
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y have, since 1882, been considerably curtailed and even 
rendered migatoiy by harsh interpietatkms of the laws on 
the part of the Central Government and the provhidal 
Govemora^ as wdl as by reason of the de^wtic action 
of the load police. Hins^ in 1885, the prhdlege of the 
dischaiigfed s^ers was dedared to be limited to tiie 
*' Nicholas " soldiers, namely, those who had served prior 
to 1874, a class that is dying out ; and hence the 18,000 
Jewdsli soldiers who are drafted into the Russian army 
every year must go back to the Pale after completing 
several years' service, and are even forbidden to spend 
their leave outside its borders — a prohibition that makes 
most of them forgo their furlough. The law which per- 
mitted the merchants to " take with tiiem " Jewish deiks 
was cqmdovisly inteipivted later to mean tlut no mendwnt 
had a right to employ clerics who had not actually accom- 
panied him on his removal from the Pale to the interior 
provinces, and thns hundreds d Jewish clerks appointed 
later were torn from their positions and banished back 
to the Pale, whilst the merchants were allowed only one 
or two clerks — an absurdly small number in relation to 
their business. The members of the academic category 
were also subjected to various disqualifications. Graduates 
who had obtained their degree abroad were not allowed 
to live ontskie the Pale, whilst students at a Russian 
nnivew t ty were only permitted to hve in then: own 
oiivccatty town. Female private teachers, not beiqg 
spedfleally mentioned in the law, are refused the universal 
right of rosidence, and smigeons, dentists, and midwives^ 
who do not actually exercise their profession — ^whether 
because of infirmity or because they have found a better 
opening — must return to the Pale. Artisans are subjected 
to even harsher regulations. Not only must they furnish 
themselves with certificates of proficiency in their craft, 
which are dear and difficult to get, but they are placed 
under supervision to ensure that they practise their trade, 
tbcy are allowed to live in the interior provinces only so 
kog as they ezeidse their trad^ they must not sell any 
artides not directly connected with their handicraft nor 
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sell tlieir own products outside their town, and tliey must 
not give a night's shelter to any non-privileged person — 
even a near relative. If they wish to exchange their 
trade they must go back to the Pale to qualify over again^ 
a process that means hesvy eipenae* long delay, and a 
nuDoiit holiday ; when they become old and indfiirm and 
can no longer woik they lose their ii|^t of resjdence; 
and If an artisan dies at his woik and his wife Is nnaUe 
to carry on his trade, die and her children are driven back 
to the Pale. Moreover, many trades have been struck 
off the privileged list during the last thirty years, such as 
tobacco - workers, fish-curers, stonemasons, carpenters, 
butchers, etc., and even the privileged artisan is now 
denied access to vast regions of the Empire — the Don 
Territory, Yalta, the government of Moscow, Siberia, and 
part of the Caucasus. How grudgingly the Government 
allows even tiiese few privileged classes to live outside 
the Pale is seen in the inhuman proviskm wludi permits 
childien to remain witii tiieir parents only nntil tiicy oomt 
of age and then compels tbem either to qualify independ- 
ently or dse to wander bade alone to the Pile. Similariy, 
a married daughter whose husband has no right to live 
outside the Pale forfeits the right to visit her parents in 
the interior provinces. Still worse, the children of a 
certificated midwife are not allowed to live with their 
mother beyond the Pale unless their father also possesses 
tlie privilege independently. The Russian Government has 
the same fear of infants as the Pharaoh " who knew not 
Joseph." It is also* as has ahready been observed, veiy 
severe towards women» wlio find it more difficult than 
men to acquire an iiidciiendent privilege of residence. 
To only one dass of women Is the entire Rnsrian £mph» 
open — ^the prostitnte : an eioqptkm that tiirows a hmd 
Hght upon the moral calibre of the Russian le^dator. 
And should a Jewess take the prostitute's " yellow ticket " 
— haj){>ily a rare phenomenon — with the object of pursuing 
her studies or teaching outside the Pale, she is reprimanded 
for not following her " certified profession " and is sent 
back home lor " transgressing the law." The restric- 
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tions of residence are also extended to foreign Jews. 
Any foreign Jew who is the representative of a recognized 
^oolllmercial finn may obtain permission through a Russian 
consulate to dwell in Russia three months ; but all other 
foreign Jews who mah to visit Russia, whether for private 
reasons or in order to attend a scientific congress, must 
procure the sptdtH authorisation of the Minister of the 
Interior, which is in most cases refused or granted only 
under humiliating conditions.^ 

The measures adopted by the Government and the 
^ local authorities to enforce all these restrictions are marked 
by wanton brutality. Orders are periodically sent from 
St. Petersburg or from some f^ovincial centre to investigate 
the residential rights of Jews in particular towns, and they 
axe carried out by the local police with a seal that knows no 
shame. The police aeiae Jews in the streets, force their way 
into their homes, and, wont of all, make midnight raids, 
dragging men and women, old and young, out of their beds 
to see whether they are committing the crime of living out- 
side the Pale without the legal permit. Woe betide those 
who are found guilty, for they are generally marched 
like convicts tlu-ough the streets in the early morning, 
denied any opportunity of winding up their affairs, 
and forced l>ack to the Pale.* Thus were 5000 Jews 
expelled from Kieff in 1910, and thus were hundreds of 
famiKea expelled from their homes in Siberia in all the 
seveihy of mid-winter (190^10). Even the sick are not 
spared, and the ailing Jews and Jewesses who are dis* 
covered at Yalta, or ^tigorsk, or at any other ol the 
protected healtii-resorts, are stunmarily expelled with the 
hsk ol endangering their lives. Thousands of Jews are 

^ la 191 1, Mr. Oscar Straus, then United States Ambassador in 
Constantinople, ^riMbtd to vidt RoiBia, b«t as the raqnialte docunent was 
wotded in an uniisiial manner he abandoned tiie projected Jonmejr. 

Fttrtiiermore, a British officer, ordered by his War Office to the Far Ea^ 
UBS refused permission to travel bv the Siberian Railway because he was a 
Jew {Legal Sufferings of (lie Jews in Russia, p. 73). In November T913, 
Dr. Georg Brandes was also refused permission to visit Kussia for a 
leotaxiiig cngagaiMnt. 

• Tlis technical tenn lor saoh ''dihrsa'' b oNosa. 
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thus irretrievably mined in health and in business year 
after year ; and those who remain in the interior provinces 
are enveloped in an atmosphere of dread and try to buy 
repose and protection by bribing the police. It bas been 
estimated that from two to two and a half million poondt 
steriing are levied every year by the police from the Jews 
for their protection/' a wuS sk mO y valuable leaaon why 
the Rittsian bnreancnqr It opposed to the emandpatka 
of the Jews. 



Another fertile source of oppression is the restriction 



'of opportunity in regard to education. Since 1886 the 
admission of the Jews to secondary schools and universities 
has been limited to 10 per cent of the regist* r within the 
Pale and 5 per cent without it, except in St. Petersburg 
and Moscow, where the limit is fixed at 3 per cent. Jewish 
pupils are admitted to commercial schools only in a ratio 
equal to that of the Jewish merchanta paying the Guild 
taxes, by meawol which the sdioob are mamtaiiied; wbibt 
they are wholly exchided from inqxxtant tedmifaJ institu- 
tioiis. Under Nicholas I and Alexander n tibe Russian 
Government urged the Jews to attend the State sdiools, 
as they were then largely opposed to secular learning ; 
now that Jews show an avidity for modem education the 
Gov( rnnK nt tries to paralyze their aspirations, and even 
forbids the teaching of Russian in private Hebrew schools. 
Beyond the Pale there are comparatively few to make use 
of the 5 per cent rule, and within it the ea^^emess to be 
included within the limited 10 per cent compels 3^ouths to 
cram desperately for the quahiying examination said onkea 
theur parents resort to the hriboy of hp a dm a slm and 
teachers. Failure is often followed by tragedy.^ Jewish 
parents are even known to pay for the education of addi- 
tional Christian pupils so as to create extra places for 

* " In Wilna the son of the advocate Schmerling has commfttodnioidd 
by throwint:; himself out of the \vinfU)\v of the tliird storv hecnTi«?e, aftf^r 
waitint; for two years, he was refuse fl admission to tl.c Lniversitv. by 
reason of the percentage norm" {Hil^sverein Report, 1911, p. 1*3). Since 
laat February, by aa ovder ol IL Kuto^ ttM Ifialttar of IntCraclloa, tte 
adnriiwion at Jeivs to UnhreciHiai mnft be decided bf Iocs, a canolas 
derloe for depriving tbem of «n to ow rtife . 
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their own children. The widespread difficulty of getting 
into the univeraities, however, forces hundreds of students 
— men and women — every year to migrate to universities 
abroad, where through lack of meam, ignorance of the 
▼emacnlar, and inability to earn an3rt]iiiig in their 
leisure, they are often reduced to penury. Over 4000 
Russian students are now at foreign iiiiivefslties« and the 
great majority, who are In Germany, have been afflicted 
with a further hardship, as several German universities 
have also adopted the principle of limiting the attendance 
of Russian Jewish students. This anti-Jewish movement 
has also spread to some universities in Austria and 
Switzerland. Even after graduating abroad the Jew 
must submit to another examination on his return to 
Russia, in order to obtain recognition of his diploma. 

The {MsliqF cf supfoessing the Jews as an inteUectual and 
economic factor is rigorously appUed in their exdusioo 
from State and nranicipal service, in their limitation in 
the Hberal professions, and the restriction of their rig^ to 
own property. The few isoiated cases of Jews in Govern- 
ment service are due to special and fortuitous circum- 
stances ; for the great bulk of university-trained Jews 
there can be no appointment without baptism. They are 
not employed in the police service except as spies and in- 
formers : thus are their talents prostituted to the ends of 
adeqxitic bursancracy, which then has a plausible pretext 
to abuse them. They are excluded from the bench, from 



been ttmsted to 5 per cent of the anny surgeons, but iqxm 

the outbreak of the Russo-Japanese War hundreds of 
Jewish surgeons were torn away from their civil practice, 
sent off to the most dangerous positions in the theatre of 
war, and curtly dismissed after the conclusion of peace. 
Je\vs can neither elect councillors of the municipaUty nor 
be elected to such positions, but the governors in the Pale 
may " at their pleasure " appoint sewal Jewish representa- 
tives, not exceeding a tenth of the corporation— a humir 
listing concession lhat is spumed by sdf •respecting Jews. 




Digitized by Google 



^54 



JEWISH LIFE IN MODERN TIMES 



They arc also excluded from the Zemstvos (rural assemblies), 
limited to one-third of the members of stock exchanges and 
product' t'xchanges, and altogether forbidden to act as 
l^rokers in certain corn exchanges where the trade is mainly 
in Jewish hands. Shut out from the civil service, Jews 
of academic education find scanty openings even in the 
legal and teaching professions. They cannot be called to 
V the bar or qnafify a» solidton without the spedal penniaBioii 
oftheMinbterof Jn8tice»whicfai8Teryr«rd^gi^ and 
they are even forbidden to give private inatrnction In noi^ 
Jewish fanuBea. Moreover, ainoe 1882, Jewa are prohibited 
to buy or rent land beyond the precincts of a town, a 
prohibition that has utterly crippled the attempts to create 
a Jewish jx asantry. Even in the Jtwish agricultural 
colonies founded by the Government itself, where large 
tracts arc of poor quality, they are not allowed to buy or 
lease additional land, and although many colonies are thus 
faced by gradual ruin the anti-Semitic preaa taunts the 
Jews with an aversion for apiculture. 

Deprived of all elementary rif^ and placed under 
comtant turveillanoe Hke oonvicta 00 parole, the haplesa 
J Jews nmat hdp in the defence of thiSr crud fatheiland 
ever in greater measure than the Christians. According 
to the census of 1897 they furnished 206 per cent 
more soldiers to the Russian army than their quota, 
and in 1002-03 they furnished from 35 to 37 per cent 
more. According to their ratio to the total population 
they should provide not more than 13,500 conscripts 
annually, but in recent years they have been nuule to siqiply 
from 17,000 to x8,ooo eveiy year. Thia dhfiroportian is 
due to the fact that the Russian authorities deliberately 
ignore the immense Jewish emigration, whlcfa even in years 
of calm amounts to 50,000, and likewise fail to take into 
account the incomplete registration of Jewish deaths. For 
every Jew who fails to report himself for military ser\ace 
the Government exacts from his family a fine of 300 roubles 
(£30)- The desired conscript may have died or emigr ated 
or deserted the Jewish fold : it is all one — the fine must 
be paid. Thousands of Jewish families have been reduced 
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to beggary by this barbarous extortion, but the Russian 
Government, which has already benefited to the extent 
ci £5,000,000 by this mediaeval system of spoliation, knows 
neither justice nor pity.^ And yet, although tb^ Jews 
are so much sought after as soldiers, they are treated in 
the army with every mark of degradation. They are 
^xdnded from the military schools, from all commissions, 
and even from the rank of sergeant-major ; they are shut 
out from the guards and the navy, from the frontier and 
quarantine ser\dce ; they may not form more than a third 
of the musicians in a military band, and they are for- 
bidden to conduct it. But when war breaks out they must 
siqyply a relatively larger contingent for the troops than 
any other nationality, and the regiments with the biggest 
pro port i on of Jewish sddiem are sent to the most danger- 
OQS positioos. In the Crimean War the Christian popula- 
tion in the western provinces of Russia supplied 19 soldiers 
per 1000, and in the eastern provinces 9 per 1000, while 
the Jews had to furnish 30 per 1000.* In the Russo- 
Japanese War there were 40,000 Jewish soldiers, many of 
whom, on their return, found their homes a prey to the 
pogrom fiends. 

The foregoing account of the disabihties of the Jews 
in Russia rq)resents but a tithe of their sufienngs. The 

*Tlie loUowiiig typical episodo is related in lbs VMtMs Z t ik mi ci 

30th March 191 3 : "In the year 1908 the eleven-jrear-old son of a Jew 
named Manela, who removed from Kielce to Lodz, was summoned by the 
Military Commission to join the armv. The httle recruit naturally did not 
respond. Some time after, the fatlicr, to iiia great surprise, was sentenced 
to a fine of 300 rovblea. Aa tiM matter had baootna aeriona Manala nant 
witifc Ma aon to Kiafca and coavinced the Military Commlwiiofi by ocular 
eridanca that the boy nas really only eleven years old. But the Military 
Commission had no power to absolve him of the fine and advised him to 
appeal to the District Court, a step whicli lie was unable to take owing 
to the expense. Thereupon his furniture was seized and sold by auction, 
and aa tiiia did not yield sufficient money the new fomiture that ha 
obtained waa overtaken by a aimihur late. Manaia tiien a|ipaaled to the 
Governor and also to the late Prime Minister, M. Stolypin, but without 
avail. Ultimately he appealed to the District Court, but three years have 
now passed and he is still awaiting the Court's decision. In the meantime 
his son has reached his sixteenth year, but cannot get a passport as he is 
Offidally adeaerter I *' 

* Ltffnl SufftrimgM oftk§Jmu la Rmstim, p. 6, 
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oppressive laws have been narrated here with some attempt 
at sequence and consistency, but as they have been issued 
at different periods and by different authorities, and as 
they are frequently marked by an ambiguity of phrasing, 
they are often enonaoasly and illegally applied and thus 
inflkt hardship even upon those who, aoocndiiig to Raseia'a 
medumd oode of ftistiot, alKmld be immone fsom Moaaaof' 
anoe. For ^ eofoioemeiit of tibe laws mts wifli tiie 
proyincial Govanon^ desiious of teciiciog piomotioii by 
ovindng an excess of seal, and with the lodx police, who 
are by no means punctilious about either the technicalities 
of the law or considerations of humanity. Repeated 
appeals are consequently made to the Central Government 
in St. Petersburcr, but the decisions, which are delayed for 
months and cvc n years, are seldom in favour of the Jews. 
Since 1881 over 3000 interpretations of the anti-Jewish 
kcwt have been issued by the Ruling Senate, and every 
year adds to their nand>er. It was in 1881 that this 
piesait en of baibaroas legislatioii started vipaa its 
destmcttve comse» the cUmaK of whidi it would be diflkolt 
to pfedict, for eveiy week* nay every day, brings soma 
fredi story of Jewi^ wrong.^ There have, indeed, been 
Russian statesmen who have favoured the removal of the 
heavy yoke, but tlieir mere espousal of the Jewish cause 
has sufficed to render them impotent for good. In 1882 
Count Pahlen's Commission reported in favour of the 
gradual and complete emancipation of the Jews, but the 
same year witnessed a tightening of their bonds. In 
October 1905, M. Witte recommended " the necessity of 
equalizing the civil rights of all Russian subjects without 
distinctioii of nationality or faith," and in the same mondi 
broke out that epidemic of pogpuns wfaidi niged with brief 
intervals aU over the coimtiy for neariy a year. Even a 
circular issued by M. Stolypin in 1907 to legalize the 
residence of non-privileged Jews already settled outside 
tlie Pale, provided they were not politically objectionable, 
was twisted into a weapon of attack against those Jews 
who were actually in possession oi the domiciliary piivikige. 
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on file ground that tiiey weie inimiinftl to the social oider. 
On tiiis tmmpery chaige thousands have been hanmhfd, 
even infants and greybeards, from a host of towns in all 
parts of the Empire. But more horrifying than all fhese 
expulsions and barbarous decrees are the pogroms that have 
made Russia an inferno for the Jews, plunging them into a 
veritable saturnalia of robbery, rape, murder, desecration 
of s^Tlagogues, and wholesale dcmohtion of property, in 
which bloodthirsty hooligans are instigated by the civil 
authorities and aided by the military and pohce.^ These 
pogromB first became a familiar feature in the years 1881-83, 
when 224 brake ont in South Russia and Poland, deepdling 
70,000 poor Jews of Ifaeir bdongings, and inflicting a loss 
ol nearly iz million roubles (about ,^1,100,000). Forflier 
massacres took place in 1891, 1892, and 1903, but the most 
devastating of all were the pogroms of October 1905, 
when as many as 725 places were the scenes of riot, rape, 
and bloodshed, whereby over 200,000 Jews suffered a 
direct loss of nearly 63 million roubles (£6,300,000), whilst 
in the riots extending from October 1905 to September « 
1906, over 1000 Jews were killed and 7000-8000 were 
wounded, the total material loss amounting to 66 miUioa 
roubles (£6,600,000) i^Mfft from the incalculable economic 
damage of an indhnect nature. And in addition to tiiis 
long succession <^ ndsfortones the Jews have constantly 
to suffer from an unfair administration of justice, to see 
their assailants acquitted by biased judges, and to be put 
upon trial themselves on some trumpery or legendary 
charge, such as the harbouring of a non-privileged relative 
in a house outside the Pale, the collecting of money for 
Jewish colonization in Palestine, or the aliped murder of 

* A considerable literature has grown up about the Russian poprroms. 
The standard work is Die Judenpogrome in KussiunJ (Judischer Vcriag, 
Borlin, 1910, 2 iral8.)» comprising nearly zooo pages of paittlpl and often 
giuetome rwding, which dfrnandi very strong acnrts. Soe also Tk§ 

Bmsian Govermmmt mi Hi Massacres, by E. S6mtoofi (John Murray. 
1907), wliich proves the complicity of the Government ; Russia at the 
Bar of the American Pcol^lc, edited by Isidore Sinp;cr (Funk & Wagnalls, 
1904), and W^thm the PaU, by Michael Davitt (Hurst & Blackett, 1905), 
the last two dealing maiuly with the Kiihiiinff nmrnmrm of 1903. 
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Chiistiaii diild for tlie we of bit blood in tiie Pttsover 



' tj becn, it has become one of tiie deadliest weapons in the 
arsenal of the Russian Anti-Semitism, and is ])roduced 
almost without fail on the eve of every Passover to do its 
mischievous work. The most recent occasion on which 
this calumny was advanced, was on the murder of the boy 
Andrew Yuschinsky, in Kieff, on latb March 191 1, when an 
innocent Jew, Mendel Beilis^ was made its victim ; and 
although the most eminent men — statesmen and theo- 
kgianSk poKtiriaiw and profe ia ofs , scientists and andiots— 
in England, France, Gennany, and even Russia itaelf,^ 
repudiated ibe cbaxge as a mafickms and superstitioas 
libel, the Russian Government made desperate efforts 
to prove it, and kept Beilis in prison for two and a half 
years, though it was compelled to release him at last 
upon his being found innocent after a trial lasting a month. 
What wonder, therefore, if the radical solution of the 
Russo- Jewish question propounded by that unholy Pro- 
curator of the Holy Synod, Pobiedonostzev, whom Momm> 
sen called " a resurrected Torquemada," is apparently 
being realised? Ibe solution of tbat aidt-enemy 4)1 
Israel was tbat one^tiiiid of Ibe Jews sbonld be foiced to 
emigrate, one-tibixd sbonld be absorbed into tbe bosom of 
the Chnrcb, and tbe remaining tbird should perish of hunger. 
During the last thirty years two million Jews have emi- 
grated ; thousands, especially among tlic educated circles, 
have baptized themselves ; and pauperism has spread to 
such an alarming deprce that from one-fifth to one- third 
of the Jews in dilkient towns are now dependent upon 
charity. The great majority of those who remain in 
Russian captivity are unable to raise the fare to a land of 
refuge, and they face the future in a spirit of stoictsm 
Steeled by the untold calamities ol tiie past Tbe fatore 

^tlw Blood AowMtate temcfvlBd by many CfaiioliMi ocliolan, 
aotalily PMl. H. I* atmck. It hM ate bank ooataaMd at boMte in 
aorad Bipal BsDs. The Encyclical issued by Innocent IV (I847) and tbe 

Report drawn up in 1758 by Cardinal Ganganelli (lah r Clement XIV) are 
authenticated by Cardinal Merry del \'al, Papal Secretary oi State, iaa 
letter, dated iQth October 19x3, to Xxwd Kothscbiid. 



r*' diarge has always 
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is overiiiiiig the Uaickest cbiids, f or aU the 

foroes in the various lomis of NatioiiaEsm, Clericalism, 

** Real Russianism," and Pan-Slavism, apart from the 
old-established bureaucratic despotism, are in the ascend- 
ant ; and in addition to all their official persecutors the 
Jews in Poland are now subjected to a systematic economic 
boycott — the irony of it all ! — by oppressed Poles, which 
is calculated to cniah out oi them any remaining spark of 
vitality. 

The plight oi the quarter of a million Jews in Rumania 
y is in several respects even woise than that of their farethien 
in Russia^ and affords a striking example of the duplicity of 
a modem State. Settled in the country for more than 
fifteen hundred years— long before the advent of the 
Roman convicts who were introduced by Trajan to populate 
• the fertile land of the Dacians — the Jews are treated as 
outlaws and subjected to a mass of harassing and humiliating 
restrictions despite the solemn Treaty obligation entered 
into by Rumania in 1878. The Berhn Treaty, by Article 
44, made it a prime condition of the independence of 
Rumania that difference of religious behef should not 
preclude anyone from the enjoyment of civil and political 
rights, adniiasion to puihiic offices and honoms, or the 
exercise of various proCeasions and industries. In other 
words, the signatory Fdwers demanded the com|dete civil 
and political emancipation of the Jews in Rumania. 
Their action was due to the nuTciK'SS persecution of the 
Jews which had become a European scandal. The Jews 
were treated as aliens incapable of naturalization, they 
were denied all freedom of economic activity, and they 
were driven from the villages into the towns where they were 
exposed to riots and massacres, where their homes were 
piundered, and their synagogues polluted and demolished. 
The Powers thecefoie wished to secure respect for the 
dements of humanity in return for the sovereign independ- 
ence which Rumania souf^. The Treaty of Berlin also 
required the bestowal of civil and political equaUty upon the 
Jews in Bulgaria, Servia, and Turkey, an act wliich these 
countries readily conceded. But the Rumanian Govern- 



Digitized by Google 



xte JEWISH LIFE IN MODERN TIMES 



mnit pcotestod that the Immpdiate emandpatioo of its 
Jewish aobjecls would be a peril to the State and proposed 
an atternative to Aitide 44. Tfab ahernatm had soch 

apparent resemblance to the original Article that the Powers 
in then innocence accepted it, for it declared explicitly : 
•** Difference in religious beliefs and confessions does not 

J constitute in Rumania an obstacle to the obtainmcnt of 
civil and political rights, nor to the exercise of these rights," 
and it was followed by the reassuring stipulation : " A 
foreigner, without distinction of religion, and whether a 
aobfect or not of a foreign Govenunent, can become 
natoridiaednnder the following oonditioiw.'' Theprinc^ 
oonditioBS were that the foreigner ahoold addren to the 

i/Govemment an application lor naturalication and feaide 
for the next ten years in the country, to prove he was trf 
service to it, and that naturidization could only l>e planted 
by law — that is, by Act of Parliament — and individually. 
As the principle of civil and religious equality was practically 
retained in this revised article, the Powers, after the dis- 
persal of the Berlin Congress, agreed to accept it in lieu of 
Article 44, on condition that ^it was made part of the Con- 
atitution. To this Rmnama, with a pretence of mag- 
nanimity, tobmitted, and Lord Sahsbiiryexpiesied the hope 
that it woold bring mattcn into exact conformity with 
the spirit of the Treaty of Beriin." little did the Powers 
dream that their confidence would be shamefully abnaed 
and that Rumania would cunningly extricate itself from 
its solemn contract. 

To prove that it did not \ iolate the })rinciple of religious 
equality and at the same time to keep its Jewish subjects 
in bondage the Rumanian Government braaenly declared 

^all the Jews in the country to be foreignerB, whose status 
ooold only be improved by the laws pertainhiig to the 
naturalisation of foreigners. In vain was it pointed oat that 
the Jews had been settled in the countiy nnintemqitedly 
for more than fifteen centuries and had shed thefa: blood in 
its defence. The Government insisted upon regarding its 
native Jewish subjects as aliens, though they were under 
the protection oi no other State, and more than one states- 
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nan boasted d the tnck <3iat bad been played upon the 
dipkunfttistB of Europe* A pfetenoe was made of emanci- 
pating the Jews by naturalizing in a body the 883 Jewish 

soldiers who had fought in the war apainst Turkey, but most 
• of them had not survived to enjoy the honuur. After this 
impressive display of generosity the Government, in 1880, 
naturalized another fifty-seven native Jews, but since then 
a steadily diminishing number has been admitted to the 
rif^ of dtisenship, the total within the last thirty-five 
yeais hudfy exreeding aoo. Every year the Government 
^^bmiia the names of a list of Jews to each Qianiber, bnt 
takes caie that only anaaU propoitioQ tdiaU he passed by 
both OKambeis, whose joint ratification is necessary for 
complete naturalization. But the Jews are not even treated 
as ordinary foreigners, who can invoke the protection of 
their home Government. They are legally described as 
persons under Rumanian protection," but this protection 
has manifested itself in a series of oppressive laws, mostly 
enacted during the last thirty years, which are designed to 
force them to emigrate or to reduce them to starvation. 
Virtually, therefore, they are outlaws. The only exception 
consists of a part of the Jews who lived in the Dobrodja 
before it was ceded by Turkey to Rumania after the Russo- 
Tnddsh War in conqpensation for Rumania's cesaon of 
Bessarabia to Russia. The Jews in the Dobmdja who, 
before nth April 1878, were Ottoman subjects, were 
promised the rights of Rumanian citizenship by the re- 
script ratifying the annexation ; but these ri|?hts were not 
granted by law until 9th April 1909, and they were con- 
fined only to those Jews who could prove by documentaiy 
evidence that they had formerly been Qttoman subjects. 
The native Jews in Rumania are not allowed to own 
^ laad or even to till it as hired labourers. They have bem 
ejipelled from the rural districts and driven into the towns 
where most of the avenues to an honest living are closed to 
them« They are excluded from the civil service and from 
the medical , legal, and teaching professions. They may not 
form more than a fourth of the workmen or staff in any 
factory applying for the Government benefits without which 

XI 
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iiiditttfy in Rtmiaiik cumot flourish ; whilst Jewish fm> 
tones sze wholly denied snch heaefits. Their eoooomic 
plight is aggravated by their fenced idleness one-third of the 

year, for Jewish shops, factories, and workshops, apart from 
observing the Jeunsh Sabbaths and festivals on sixty-five 
days of the year, must also close on Sundays and about a 
dozen Church festivals. Jewish merchants who have to 
visit a rural district on busin( ss are placed under police 
supervision to prevent them from coming into contact with 
the villagers, who might be enKghtened as to the true cause 
d their permanent distress— -ahsentee landloidism and 
Government indifietence. The road to edocatiaa is also 
haired. Jews are eiclnded from the secondary schools and 
nnivenities, and even those who contrive to he admitted to 
university exsminations are nsnally " ploughed " by anti- 
Semitic professors,* who show a surprising leniency to 
Christian students. Jewish students of medicine who obtain 
their doctorate diplomas at foreign universities art- not 
allowed to practise in their native countr}^', which is noto- 
riously short of qualified doctors. Jewish children are not 
admitted into the pubUc free schools until accommodatioo 
has been found for all Christian children, and then osdy after 
the paj^ment of exorbitant fees. And yet the Government 
interferes in the management of the private schods which 
the Jewish communities must needs establish, frequently 
disapproving of the appointment of Jewish teachers ai^ 
foisting upon them Christian teachers. Denied all rights 
of citizenship, the Jews, with their reduced earning capacity, 
must nevertheless discharge its duties : they must pay taixes 
and — foreigners as they are declared to be — they must 
Serve in the army, although they cannot rise to the rank 
even of a mere corporal. But more degrading than all these 
disabihties is the gruesome ceremonial of the oath which 
which they are compelled to take wlM engaged in litigation 
with Christians. This $Mmmiim 
has been in loroe sbce 1844, is marioed by the fanaticism ol 

' Professors Joric^a and Cuza were openly accused of this charge by the 
Lil)eral Minister of Kdiication, M. Harct, in the Rumanian Parliament 
(Report of the " HiUsvcrcia dci dcutschcn Judcu," 191 1, p. 31). 
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the Middle Ages to which it owes its origin and is utterly I 
repulsive to human reason. The Jewish litigant is wrapped 
in a shroud, placed into a coffin, and laid out in the syna- 
gogue, where the Rabbi, in the presence of a mixed con- 
gregation of indignant Jews and scoffing officials, utters a 
curse threatening all manner of loathsome diseases against 
tbe living corpse and his descendants should he not speak 
the truth, and the corpse must repeat every word of the 
malediction or lose his case. This barbarous oeremooial has 
on several occasions been declared illegal by the Supreme 
Court of Justice and the Court of Cassation, but it is still 
enforced by local courts which condemn the Jew who refuses 
to submit to it. Not until an Act of Parliament abolishes 
it will this abominable stain be removed from Rumania's 
code of persecution. 

The hostihty of the Government has a contagious and 
demorahiing effect upon all classes and sections of the 
populatioii— judges and bishops, politicians and pro- 
fessor, students and peasants. A judge in a Jassy law^ 
court publicly stigmatised the Jews as vagabonds in a 
case affecting a respectable Jewish merchant of thirty 
years' standing ; and Bishop Nifon of the Lower Danube, 
in a pastoral screed printed in the Bucharest press, accused 
them of trying to seduce the common people from their . 
ancestral religion.* The peasants who are naturally well 
disposed towards the Jews, and of whom 75 per cent are 
illiterate, are impregnated with Anti-Semitism by the 
village teachers, who read to them choice extracts from 
bigoted newspapos at their evening gatherings. The 
peasants have frequently protested against the banish- 
ment of the Jews from the villages, but the Government 
is merciless, sparing neither reservists nor even the sick, 
who can be driven from their homes at twenty-four horn's* 
notice. Nor does it matter whether the Government is 
composed of Conservatives or Liberals, for they are both 
agreed in this policy of oppression and in defying the 
Treaty to which their country owes its independence. 
The result of this policy, which aims at reducing the Jews 
> See tiw Report ol the *' Hilftverein," 19x1, pp. aS^ ag. 
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yto eoonomic niiii, has bean a coiialaM wAfgnl&fm to lands 
of liberty, primarily to England and America. From 
1899 to 1907, accuidiiig to the Moniieur Officiel, some 
55,000 refugees left for the United States alone. The 
high tide in this flow of emigration was reached in 1902, 
when the American Secretary' of State, John Hay, fearing 
that economic troubles might arise from, the sudden 
influx, addressed a Note to the Powers signatory to the 
Tnaty ol Berlin* urging them to make the RonaniaA 
Govenimeot comply ivith its pledge. The British Govem- 
mBnt seconded the Note, iHit the other Poms were 
restrained by political inteiests Irom enf oidng the lesaon 
of humanity they had vainly tried to administer a quarter 
of a century before, and Rumania was thus left unchecked 
in its can ( r of persecution. The only effect of America's 
well-meant intervention was that the Rumanian Govern- 
ment stopped issuing; passports to Jev^-s so that the com- 
plaints about their invading other countries might cease, 
and hundreds who had already sold up their hornet and 
eageriy looked forward to reaching a peaceful haiw in 
a lew days wore doomed to remain in their cnkd father^ 
land AH sohsequent attempts to bring moral soasioQ 
to bear upon the Government, whether from within or 
without, have proved equally fatHe. The most recent 
occasion has been in connexion with the cession of the new 
Dubrudja by Bulgaria to Rumania as part of the Balkan 
War Settlement, a territorial change that naturally aroused 
the fear that the free Jewish citizens of SiUstria and 
Baltshik would be reduced to the bondage of their fellow- 
Jews in the rest of Rumania, The Rumanian Minister in 
London published an assurance in the Jewish CktmicU ^ 
that the Jews who came under Rumanian rule would 
enjoy the same civil and religious equality as hetee, 
tat the Bill for the admhiistration of the new Dobrudja. 
which has been drafted by the Rumanian Government, 
offers Bulgaria's former subjects only a nicnlili* d sort of 
equality. The new citizens of Rumania will be able to 
acquire only a limited amount of land, and only in the 

* aist March 1913. 
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annexed tenitoiy ; and they will be deprived of Parlia* 
mentaiy representation, which they had enjoyed for more 
than thirty years under Bdlgarian vaJe, and likewise of 
local sdl-gomnment.^ 

The Jews of the new Dobrudja, hawem, may con- 
sider their lot as fortunate in comparison with that of 
their brethren in the older part of the kingdom, for these 
have no prospect whatsoever of the removal of their dis- 
abilities. The 15,000 Jewish soldiers who took part in 
Rumania's bloodless campaign against Bulgaria were 
promised enfranchisement by Ministers of the late 
Government,' but there is no indication that this promise 
will ever be realized, and hence hundreds of disappointed 
Jewish leservists, with their families, have left the 
CGontiy in disgust. It had, indeed, been hoped that the 
provisions of the Treaty of Berlin, which ensure the equal 
rights of rdigfous or national minorities, would be re- 
affirmed in connexion with the recognition of the territorial 
changes consequent upon the Balkan War. But the 
Powers, as announced in the House of Commons,^ are not 
agreed upon the question of reaffirmation, even though 
this was to be applied only to the newly annexed terri- 
tories ; nor could one have expected them to agree, for 
how can Russia read Rumania a lesson in tolerance ? 
Thus, although the British Government has chivalrously 

/ declared that it wiU recognize the annexations only of the 
States that grant equal rights to religious or national 
minorities, the Powers have allowed a unique opportunity 

J to slip for exacting from Rumania the redemption of the 
promise to which she owes her independence, and the 
bondage of the Jews in Rumania is likely to continue for 
years a blot upon the civilization of Europe. 

' The Times, 13th ICay 19x4. 

2 jfxvi^h Chrnnicle, ist and 8th Aqgatt 19^3. 

' Th$ T%nm» xith Jane X9i4. 
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CHAPTER III 
POLITICAL ACTIVITY AND STATE SERVICE 

The nfeg^arding of Jewish i nt e weU R ehttio— with partibt hk 

England and America — Complex conditions on the Continent — 

Membership of I^arliaments and of Cabinets — The diplomatic and 
civil service — Municipal activity and civic honours — Defending the 
fatherLind — Prominence in -Snri^ilmm — Socialist tf>iMiftncif*ff in 
Russia— Woman su^age 

IN the lands of bondage the political activity of the 
Jews is confined to the struggle for equal rights ; 
in the lands of froedom it coincides with the political 
activity of the country at large. An intermediate sta^ 
18 occupied by the hundred thousand refugees who throw 
ofi tlie ahackles of Russian or Rumanian serfdom evtty 
year and, settling in lands of liberty, qualify in ooarse of 
time for the ri^ts of dtiaemhip with tlie aid of natoralisar 
tion societies. The Jewish dtiaen, who has known what 
it is to suffer under every form of tyranny, has a high 
appreciation of his c'wic status. He exercises liis rights 
honestly and intelligently, he eagerly participates in the 
municipal and pohtical life around him, he is found 
represented in all the parties of his country, and his 
sympathy and support are given to every movement 
maldng for the extension of human liberty or the promotion 
of a patriotic ideal. He pmsues no separatist aims except 
SQcb as conform with the principles of liberty and tden^ 
tion, namely, to secure the unfettered exercise of his 
leli^^ and to keep open the portals of refuge for his 
brethren still pining in bondage. The Sunday closing of 
shops and workshops, the conditions of elementary 
education, the slaughter of animals for food, naturaliisation, 
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and the regulation of alien immigration — such are the 
main questions in regard to which Jews are influenced 
less by party considerations than by religious motives 
and racial solidarity. To safeguard their interests in 
these and kindred matters the Jews inEn^^and are repre- 
sented by the Board of Deputies, which was founded in 
London as far back as 1760 ; their b re th ren in the United 
States by the American Jewish Commtttee, which was 
incorporated in New York in 191 1 ; and those in British 
South Africa by a Board of Deputies founded in 1912 
• and situated in Johannesburg. The Jews in Austria are 
represented by the " Oesterreichisch-lsraelitische Union," 
founded in Vienna in 1884, whilst their brethren in Germany 
have two organizations for the defence of their civil rights, 
the " Zentralverein Deutscher Staatsbiirger jiidischen 
Glanbens/' established in 2893, and the " Verband der 
deotschen Jnden," founded in 2904, the membeiship of 
the former being made np of individuals, and that of the 
latter cmnpiising congregations and societies. In addition 
to the matters over which the representative bodies in 
the EngHsh - speaking countries have to watch, the 
organizations in Germany are also striving to secure the 
realization of the complete equality granted by the Con- 
stitution by the removal of the bar against the appoint- 
ment of Jews as university professors, as army officers, 
and as judges. The activity of all these orgamzations 
is thus restricted to the defence d the civil rights and 
leligioas interests of the Jewish community, in furtherance 
of which repiesentatioos are made when necenary to the 
Government anthocities. and the remdsion of attacks and 
accusations, but it in no wise conflicts with the interests 
of the country at large. 

Apart from questions affecting specifically Jewish 
/ interests, Jews are found numerously represented in all 
the political parties and movements of the countries in 
which they enjoy civil equality. In England they are 
almost equally divided in their affections between the 
V Conservative and the liberal Party, although there is a 
attachment to the latter as the main authors 
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of their political emaiK i{)ation : but the balance of aftection 
is pretty faithfulh r. llccted by the })resent proportion of 
Jewish members in the two great parties in the House 
of Commons, namely, eight on the Liberal and eight on 
the Conservative side. Similarly, both the Democratic 
and the Republicui Pirties in the Uniled States, and the 
variooi aectioni d each, embraoe liosta ol Jews in tbeir 
ranks. At election tigies in England as tidl at in Ainerica 
one oocaBionally hears of tlie Jewish vote " in oooslitii- 
endes with a large Jewish elaetorate» as though this wave 

an organiz' d force ; but unless there is some imix>rtant 
question affecting the Jewish community at stake, Jews 
vote solely according to their political convictions, even 
if one of the candidates is a Jew, and take an active share 
in the campaign of the various parties to which they 
belong. There is, however, no lade oi endeavour on the 
part of Parliamentary candidates to secure the sufirages 
ol the Jewish co mm on ity , and it is no infreciaent phemW 
menon for opposing candidates in a Jewish oonstittiency 
to make the very same promises in foithersaoe ol their 
pros p ec ts ^ Thus, both I^nUkans and Democr a ts in the 
United States advocated the termination of America's 
commercial tnatx with Russia in reply to the refusal 
of the Russian (iovi rnment to allow the free entr>' of 
Anii riraii J( \vs into its dominions ; and both Liberals and 
Conservatives in luigland have favoured the reduction 
of the naturaiization fee, a matter specially affecting 
Jewish immigrants. The passage of the Aliens Act in 
1905 by the Conservative Government, which aet iq> a 
barrier against the admission ol Jewish refugees at atime 
when Russia was reeldng with pogroms, naturally drove 
a great nnmber of Jewi^ voters to support the Liberal 
Party in the memorable election of 1906 ; but with the 
Ia|)se of time the political sym|)athics of the Jews again 
assumed their purely party tendency. 

Far different are the conditions in Central and Eastern 
Europe, where Jews are still fighting for complete equality 
and are subjected to various degrees of disability. It is 
natural that tlie Jews in Gennany should throw in thw 
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lot with the Radical and Socialist parties, as only from 
these can they hope to obtain any support in their struggle 
for complete emancipation ; but another important motive 
is the innate Jewish desire for Constitutional government 
upon a representative and democratic baa»» a stage of 
political development from which Germany is still far 
) removed. The Jews in that ccnmtiy are amtnhoting with 
tiieir money* their brahis, and their press towards tiie 
advance of liberal ideas and representative government 
• They have suppHed the Social Democratic Party with its 
present leaders, Hugo Haase and Ediiard Bernstein, as they 
provided it with its intellectual creator, Karl Marx, and 
its founder, Ferdinand Lassalle ; and it was likewise a Jew, 
Professor Jacob Riesser (a kinsman of the Gabriel Riesser 
who distinguished himself in the fight for Jewish emancipa- 
tion fifty years ago) who founded the Hansa Bund in 1909 
to protect the interests of trade, commerce, and manor- 
factore against the aggression of the agrarian class, a 
league that forms a powecfol element on the side of libaiy 
and equality, nnmboing close upon half a million memhers. 
It is natural also that the Jews in Russia, who, despite 
their severe oppression, have the right to elect members of 
the Duma and to be elected themselves, should confine their 
support to the '* Cadets " (or Constitutional Democrats), 
from whom alone they can hope for any sympathy — 
ineffective though it be in their struggle for freednni ; 
but the local authorities generally contrive by intimida- 
tion and a cunning mani|iulation of the voters' list to 
prevent Jmn who even form a majority of the popidation 
in a town from securing the election of ^ Jewish candidate 
or of a noil* Jewish candidate of liberal views. In Austria* 
where the play of political life largely resolves itself into 
^ struggle of a dosen nationalities for autonomy against 
the centralist tendency of the Government, and where there 
is neither the division into two great parties as in England 
and America, nor the conflict between democracy and 
privilege as in Germany, the liberalism of the Jews ex- 
presses itself in the support of the various nationalist 
parties, such as Czechs, Poles» and Rumanians, accord- 
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ing to their geographical incidence, whose cause ^cy 
espouse with an ardour that could scarce be equalled if 
tliey were autochthonous and pure-blooded members of the 
nationality they adopt. This policy of identification with 
the local political interests of the dominant nationality, 
which is sedulously fostered by the bulk of the Jews in 
the upper and middle classes, has the efiect of pitting the 
Jewkh members of one ethnic group against theur brethren 
in anodier ethnic gmap at tiK»agh they had really nothing 
hi commoii between tibem* Bat a more eefiona effect le 
that tiie eocmomic and coltand Uiteresti of the Jewish 
maeeee hi Gafida, who can no more be reckoned to the 
PoUsh than to the Ruthenian nationality, are made to 
suffer through the warring jealousies of tliese nationalities, 
and that too witli the help of Jewish pohticians who refuse 
to recognize the distinguishing characteristics and sepaurate 
claims of their own people and convert them into a help>- 
less appendage of the PoUsh electorate. The inconsequence 
of this position is seen in the fact that a Jew who leaves 
Galicia for Bobania is converted there into a Czech, and 
ii he then removes to Croatia he most identify himself 
with the Croats. This policy has been combated for the 
last fifteen years by a minority of the Jewish people in 
Austria* iriio daim recognition as a separate nationality, 
and who succeeded in being represented in the Reichsrat 
of 1906 by four Jewish deputies, who formed a Jewish 
** Club '* on the same basis as the parhamentary *' clubs " 
of other nationalities. The number of Jewish nationaUsts 
in the Austrian Reichsrat has since decUned to one, but the 
problem of Jewish national poUtics continues to form a 
perplexing element in the Austrian mosaic of nationalities* 
and will remam acute as long as the Jewish masses of Galicia 
are oppressed by the Polidi bnreancncy* There is no 
similar problem in Hungary, whttt Jews are content and 
even eager to sfaik theb ladal individoaHty aiid to 
themsdves beyond recognition. Nor, strangely enough, is 
there any parallel in that other great mosaic of nationalities, 
tlie Ottoman Empire, where, although the Jews played an 
active part in inaugurating the present constitutional era. 
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they set up no claims for the separate representation of 
their people in the Imperial Parliament. The leading 
Jewish politicians in Turkey axe members of the Com- 
mittee of Umon and Progress, whose avowed pohcy from 
iiie start was tbe Tmidficatton of the numeroiis nationaHties 
owing liomage to tibe Sultan ; bat this fact has in nowise 
restndned the jonniafists of WesternEmx^pe from stigma^ 
ing the policy of the Young Ttuks as one dixected mainly 
in the interest of Jewry and visiting their errors and failures 
upon the innocent head of Israel. It is true that the 
Donmeh of Salonica played an important part in guiding 
the policy of the Committee of Union and Progress, but 
they are not Jews : they are Moslem sectarians descended 
from Jews who adopted Islam in the latter half of the 
seventeenth century ; and modem Jewry is no more 
xe^Kmsible for the poUtical actions of tiiese Mohammedans 
than for the doings of the descendants of Jewish converts 
to Chxistianity in other coontrles. 

The active participation of ^be Jews in political life has 

/ natnially procnred them a oertahi i measure of pariiamentary 
distinction, which in several countries far exceeds their 
ratio to the population. They are found as members of 
the legislative assemblies in every land in which they enjoy 
civil equality, with the exception of the few countries, such 
as Spain and Norway, in which their numbers are almost 

y insignificant. They sit in the parUaments of London 
and Washington, of Paris and Berlin, Vienna and St. 
Petersburg, Brussels and Amsterdam,Rome, Constantinople, 
and even Sofia, and in most of the legislative assemblies 
of the British Colonies and the pxovindcJ Diets of Germany 
and Austria. They axe dected for the most part by non- 
Jewish votes, and so scropnkmsly do they confine them- 
selves to the interests of Aeir electorates that only rarely 
can they be moved to raise their voices on behalf of their 
oppressed co-religionists and invoke the good offices of 
their respective Governments. The Jewish members of 

j the Duma naturally champion the cause of their persecuted 
brethren : they would be less than human if they kept 
silent. The Jewish membos of the German Rekhstag 
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periodically plead for the abolition of the remaining re- 
strictions, and their co-religionists in the Austrian Reichsrat, 
provided they be not in close alliance with local national- 
ist parties, defend the interests of their hamaed brethren 
m Galida. In the Biitish Hoom of Commons and tiie 
^ Anmican Homo of RcfmsentativcB a Jowidi momhcf also 
joccaakmaHy raises his voice agalasl some moag done to 
his people, bat sndi occasions aie few in conqMoisaB witli 
former times. For the most part Jewish membeis of parlia- 
ment in Western countries show a singular timidity in 
championing the cause of their own kith and kin, although 
they can display a passionate eloquence in denouncing 
atrocities up>on the negroes of the Congo ; and it is thus 
left for the special Jewish organizations, which cannot gain 
a hearing in Parhament, to take the necessary action. 
But although Jewish deputies fgeomSfy lehrain from de- 
fending Jewish interosts, non-Je«drii critics rsise a periodical 
alarm about tibe giDwfli of the political influence of Jewty 
being a menace to the country. Individnal Jews may 
acquire political infloenoe» despite fheir beiog Jews : their 
community, however, reaps fittle benefit from it, and is 
even exposed to the envy and hostihty which it arouses. 

The political activity of the Jews is by no means hmited 
to ordinary membership of the elective chambers, for tliey 
have also been elevated to the hereditary chambers in 
London, Vienna, and Budapest, and they sit in the senates 
of Washington, Rome, and Constantinople. More im- 
f portant still, they have sat and sit in all the leading Cabinets 
of Europe and America, and have filled tilie hj^^t positions 
offered by a political career. They have provided Italy 
wi^ a Prime Minister, ^gnor Luigi Luscatti (1910), who 
previously served as Minister of Finance on six occasions, 
with another Minister of Finance (Leone WoUemborg, 
1900-03), with a Minister of War (General Ottolenghi, 
1902-03), an Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs (Isaac 
Artom, 1870-76, the friend and private secretary of Cavour), 
and the present president oi the Council of State, Signor 
Malvano, who previously acted as General Secretary of 
the Foxeign Q&m under several Cal»nets and virtually 
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conducted Italy's foreign policy. They have provided 
France witli six Ministers during the last sixty-five years : 
Adolphe Cr^mieux, Minister of Justice in 1848. and member 
of the Government of National Defence in 1870 ; Michel 
Goudchaux, Minister of Finance in 1848, and Achille Fould 
in the same oihce under Napoleon III ; Edouard Millaud, 
Minister of Public Works in the Cabinets of Freycinet and 
Goblet, in 1886-87 ; David Raynal, Minister of Public 
Woiks in iS&L, and ol Hbt Intenor in 1893-94 ; and Lodoi 
EJotz, Ifiniatar of Fhianoe in Z9xa« and Minister ol the 
Intecior in X9Z3« They ha^e provided England with an 
UnderSeoetaiy lor tiie Cokmlas (Baton Heniy de Worms, 

1888-92, afterwards Lord Pirbright), and a Deputy- 
Speaker of the House of Commons (Sir Julian Goldsmid, 
1894), whilst in Mr. Asquith's present Administration they 
were at one and the same time represented by the Post- 
master-General (Mr. Herbert Samuel,^ formerly Under- 
Secretary for Home Affairs and Chancellor of the Duchy 
of Lancaster), the Attorney-General (Sir Rufus Isaacs), 
and the Under-Secretaxy for India (Mr. Edwin Montagu 
n leooxd combinalion of Jewish statesmen in a sh^^le 
Government The confemMOt of the Lord Chief Jnstice- 
sh^ npon Sir Rufus Isaacs* rqiresents the highest dis» 
tinction yet attained by an Enghsh Jew. Jews have also 
furnished Austria and the United States with Ministers of 
Commerce (Baron Simon von Winterstcin in the former 
in 1867, and Oscar Straus in the latter in 1906-09), Holland 
with a Minister of Justice (M. H. Godefroy, i860), Denmark 
with a Minister of Finance (Eduard Brandes, 191 1), and 
Himgary with a Political Secretary of State at the Ministry 
of Justice (Dr. Badass, 1913). They have likewise pro- 
vided the British Colonies with several statesmen of the 
highest rank : Sir Julins Vogel as Prime Minister of New 
Z/c8iltBind (1873), V. L. Soknnon as Prime Minister of Sontii 
Australia (1899), Henry Emanuel Cohen as Ifinister of 
Justfee In New South Wales (1883-85), Isaac Alfred Isaacs 
as Attorney-General of the Conunonwealth of Australia, 

* Now Prrs. , T,ocal (".ovt. Botrd. 

' Now Financial Sec. to TiQ^my, * Now Lord licadiog. 
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Sitneon JaoobsMAttorney-GenenliiiCqwColooy (1874-82), 
and Sir Nathaniel Nathan as Attorney-General in Trinidad 

(1898). In aildition to these leading positions Jews have 
occupied and occupy to-day numerous subsidiary' offices 
in the Governments mentioned above, as many as fifty 
being said to be in the special entourage of the Ministers 
of the French Government.^ The only important country, 

r apart from Russia, in which Jews have not attained any 
miniatenal position k Geraiany,* owing to the Anti- 
SemHiani of the Goivemment, bat the poUtkal annals of 
that ooontiy leooid the pRMnhient part played by Eduazd 
Laaker and Ladwig Banibarger in fanning and leading the 
National libefal party until Bisinardc's adoptkm of a 
Protectionist poHcy forced them to abandon it. 

The diplomatic and various branches of the civil 
service in many countries have also contained and contain 

"^at present conforming members of the Jewish faith. The 
American Commonwealth has been thrice represented by 

vMr. Oscar Straus as Ambassador in Constantinople (i887» 
1897-1900, 1909-10), and is now represented by Mr. Henry 
Morgenthau in that ca^tal, whilst Italy, which had a 
Jewish Minister Flenipotendary in Denmazk in 18^ 
(Isaac Artom), is now rep r cBcnt ed at the Coort ol Copen* 
hagen by Coimt di Carobio. En^and has never had a 
Jewish Ambassador, but the govemorsbip of its colonial 
possessions, Gold Coast, Hong-Kong, and Natal, has been 
held by Sir Matthew Nathan, and New South Wales has 
been represented both by Sir Saul Samuel and Sir Juhan 
Salomons as Agent -Gent ral in London. Among Jews 
who have served on the bench are Meyer Sulzberger in 
the United States; Henry Cohen, Judge of the Supreme 
Court of New South Wales (1896-1912) ; Simeon Jacobs, 
Judge of the Supreme Court of the Ci^ of Good Hope 

* The Jew in France, by Eugene Tavemier, in The Nineteenth Century, 
Febmary 191 3. 

* Dr. Banifautl Dernlniif, Gmuuijr't Coloaial Stcntuy In 190^0^ 
was brought up in the ^hriftiian lutik. For a similar reason Beojamin 

Disraeli is not iiiclu(l< (l above, nor Kiamil Pasha, several times Grand 
Vizier of the Ottoman iCnijiire, who was bom of Jewish paretUs^ but was 
brought up from early childhood in the Mrthaimi^daiff iaith. 
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(1882); Sir Nathaniel Nathan, Senior Pdsne Judge in 
Trinidad (1893) ; Isaac Alfred Isaacs, at present Justice 
of the High Court of Australia ; whilst Mr. Arthur Cohen 
held until recently the distinguished office of Judge of the 
Cinque Ports. To attempt anything like an adequate 
enumeration of Jews filling important Government positions 
in England, America, France, Italy, and other countries, 
would involve the publication of a wearisome list of names. 

Municipal life has also attracted a goodly portion of 
the activity of Jews in countries in which it is open to 
them, and tliey are frequent]^ fonnd in opposite CBmps,^ 
except where, as in many Continental cities, Anti-Semiiism 
plays a part in the afiaiis ol the nmnicipality. Jews 
have occupied the Lord Mayoralty of L<mdQn en five 
occasions during the last sixty years, they have served 
as Chief Magistrates of a host of other cities in the United 
Kingdom (Liverpool, Belfast, Bradford, Leicester, Nor- 
wich, etc.) and the British Colonies, and they have fre- 
quently acted as Sheriffs and Lord Lieutenants of counties. 
There are also many Jews who sit on the magisterial 
bench in English countries. On the Continent the 
most prominent soooesses in mnnidpal life have been 
achieved by Signor Ernesto Nathan^ Ma3^ of Rome from 
Z91X to 1913, tmd by Dr. Frans Heltai, who was elected, 
in February 1913, Chief Burgomaster of Budapest, and 
died in office a few months later. Honours and distinc- 
tions, hereditary and other\vise, have been conferred 
upon Jews by the Government or monarch of their country 
in recognition of their services to the State or of their 
achievements in public life or in their various professions. 
The Kothschild family was the first to be ennobled in 
modem Europe by the Crown of Austria (i8aa), and 
many are the Jewish barons created in modern comitxies 
daring the last thirty yeai8« In Kng^nd there are now 
4 Jewish peers, xg baronets, 14 knights, 12 companions 
of vaiioos orders, and 5 privy coaidlllors. The heraldic 
arms of these Jewish lords and barons, with their quaint 

> The London County Council (1913) contains 10 Jews — 5 Progressives 
and 5 Moderates. 
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fusion of Hebrew mottoes with British designs, are a 
signiiicant phenomenon in the latter-day evolution of 
Jewry. In France and Germany, in Holland and Italy, 
in Austria-Hungary and Turkey, and ewn in Russia the 
children of Israel have received many of the honours and 
4gCf?«'g\tiftiMf bestowed by the State for personal distinction. 

The i>opular test of patriotism — ^the defence of the 
iTatherland — ^has been discharged in abimdant measure by 
J the Jews in all the lands in which they have been allowed 
to bear arms. During the last hnndred years they have 
fought on an the battlefidds not merely ai Europe but 
of the woild ; they ham shed thdr blood in wars of 
liberation and wars of conquest ; and their heroism has 
received repeated recognition in the bestowal of medals 
/and orders. From seven to eight thousand Jews fought 
I in both armies in the American Civil War. comprising 9 
generals, 18 colonels, 8 Ueutenant-colonels, 40 majors, 205 
captains, 325 lieutenants, and 25 surgeons. In the Franco- 
German War there wece a lew hundred Jews on the French 
and 4703 on the German aide, and in the Spaaiah-Americaa 
War (1898) the Jewish contingent in the American foccea 
eompiiaed 3a officefs and 2450 men in the army, and 27 
offioeia and 4a men in the navy. A thousand Jewish 
soldiers took part in the South African War of 1900, and 
40,000 in the Russo-Japanese War, whilst the heroic part 
they have played in the Turco-Italian * and the Balkan 
Wars are too recent to require mention here. Jewish 
soldiers have attained high rank, even the highest, in 
several armies in which promotion is open to thenL In 
France they comprise 8 generals, 14 colonels, 21 lieutenant- 
colooels, 68 majors, and 107 captains ; * and in Austria 6 
fenerala— one a lieutenant fidd-maxshal— 17 coloiiels» X5 
lieutenant-colonels, 48 majors, and an cafrfains and 
officers of lower rank.* Of these Jewish soldiers in Austria 

> See the article, " Die Judcn uad dcr turkiscb-itaiicoiscbc Kneg." 
by Professor £. Loevinsoa in Ot$ mti Wuf, Jmii« igit, 

• Article, " The Jew in Flruioe/' ia Nituitmih CffUwy, Pefarnunr I9i3- 

* A remarkable biographical work la two VOluOMS, Oesferreich-Ungoms 
Juden in drr Armec, by Moriti Frflhling (Vicr-nn, 1913), gives a <lfltailed 
account oi tbc careers oi all Jews in the Austro^Hun^iiaa army. 
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26 have received for special bravery before tbe enemy 

the Order of the Iron Crown with the war decoration, one 
of the highest and rarely awarded distinctions in the 
Austrian army. The Jews of Italy are also well repre- 
sented in the officers' corps of the army, and one of them, 
General Ottolenghi, even once held the portfoHo of the 
War Minister. The Jews in the British Army are com- 
paratively fewer than their co-religioiiists in the armies ol 
Continental covmtriea where oooacription prevails, but tb^ 
provide acootingent equal to their ratio oi tbe population 
and comprise several ofifioers in tbe regular army (i colonel, 
z Beutenant-colonel, 5 majors, 19 captains, etc.), besides a 
great number of commissions in the Territorial forces. 
^ Apart from their general participation in political hfe 
* Jews have also been associated in a conspicuous degree 
with the advancement of the Socialist movement. Karl 
/Marx, who laid down the scientific foundations of Sociahsm, 
' was of Jewish birth, but was brought up from childhood 
in the Christian faith : to him Judaism was a religion 
bound up with Capitalism. His doctrines have found a 
coDsiderible measore of Jewish adhesion, beyond theur 
native sofl, only in those countries, such as Austria and 
Russia, in which there Is a medley of parties struggling 
against privilege or absolutism, whereas the amoimt of 
Jewish support in countries with two main constitutional 
parties, as in England and America, is relatively small 
,and unimportant. The founder of the German Social 
V Democratic Party was the Jew Ferdinand Lassalle, and 
most of its leaders down to the present day have been 
drawn from Jewish ranks,' one of the most popular having 
been the late Paul Singer, whose body, a few years ago, 
was followed to the grave throu^ tbs streets of BexHn 
by a hundred thousand admirers. The present head 
ol tbe German Socialists is also a Jew, Hugo Haase, and 
so is the leader of the Revfsionist movement, Eduard 
Bernstein, whilst most of the able exponents of Revisionism 
are believed to have been inspired by the teaching of 
Professor Hermann Cohen, who for many years expounded 
a liberal philosophy at the Marburg University. The head 

Z3 
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of Social Democracy in Austria is also a Jew, Dr. Victor 
AdK r ; whilst the Revolutionarv S\Tidicahsm that has 
recently grown up in France is attributed V^v some to the 
influence oi the philosophy of Processor Hensi Bergson. 
There is nothing Jewbh, however, among the great 
majority ol these advocates of Socialism except the 
aoddent ol hirth: they have atmost whluyot exceplkii 
ahandooed the synagogue and dedaied themtelvee free- 
thinkers. ChamptoDf ol a cnae that knom no naticwal 
distinctions, they have cut themselves adrift from their 
own |x*ople, and if occasionally they protest against the 
sufferings of Israel thoy do so not out of racial sympathy 
but from general humanitarian motives. 
, In all other countries Socialism has simply attracted 
/individual Jews, but in Russia it has won the adlu si(m of the 
^ maaaes, thanks to the pnssure of economic misery and legal 
, persecution. In 1897 was foimded the Bund, the popular 
designation of the A U fm mn m JUdisclm Atbrntmr Bwmd m 
Rm^ni, PoUm mud L^km$m, wiMk feverishly propagated 
Socialistic kleas by a ceaseless cmtpnt ol Ktentue among 
"'tiie woridng-dasses of tiie and succeeded In ewoDing 
30,000 organized members by 1905. Established as a speci- 
lu cill\ Jewish organization, the Bund at first only aimed at 
^ the economic betterment of the Jewish artisan population, 
whose very existence had hitherto been denied by the enemies 
of Jewry ; but nj^on the outbreak of the Russian Revolution 
in 1905 the Bund expanded its programme by demanding 
^national cultural autonomy for the Jews. The period of 
tenor ushered in by the Revolution gave birth to several 
new Socialist oiganisations amoqg tibe pcoletariat at the 
Pale, urblch were animated by a keener sense of tiie n ational 
clahns of Jewry tiian the Bond : they all agreed tiiat tiie 
J ewish question coold only be sc^ed in a Jewirii tenritcny, 
yet radically and even bitteriy differed as to the process of 
the solution.^ The Zionist Socialist Labour Party, desig- 
nated in brief " S.S." ^ (who should more correctly be term^ 

> See *' Der judische Sodalismos und aeine StrSmnafOB,** by Wirrfia 
Anin in the JUdischgr Almanack, 5670 (Jfidischcr Verlag, BnftivS9tO|k. 
• Used, for tbe mIbb ol aUkamtioa, iaitead oi 
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Socialist Territorialists), declared that the progressive de- 
velopment of Jewry in the diaspora was impossible, and 
demanded autonomy in a territory anywhere ; the Jewish 
Socialist Labour Party, styled " Sarp " (Sozialistische Arbeiter 
Partei) or " Seimisten " (Russ., " Seim " = Diet), demanded 
national autonomy in the Pale ; whilst the " Poalei Zion " 
(Heb., Workers of Zion), a branch of the Zionist Organiza- 
tkm, were content to aim at the lealizatioa oi a Socialist 
r^igixiieui Palestine. AU these Conmiiiiiistgrcni^tStubl^^ 
affiraolng that their particular qpedfic to the salvatkm ol 
Jemy was an nncxnoditional histocic necessity^ ocmdacted a 
voidy warfare over theories with one another in the days 
when the pogrom-demons swept through the Pale, but 
joined hands in armed self-defence when their own lives 
were threatened and played a valiant though fruitless part 
in the revolutionary struggle.^ The succeeding years, 
while finding each of these parties far from its goal, have 
softened the differences that once separated them and united 
them in a common effort to secure the recognition of a Jewish 
national section in the International, in face of the oppo* 
sitioii of those fellow^ Jews who have mnged their identity 
hito some other national oontmgent of Social Democrats— 
Fmch, German, Belgian, Ceech, and so forth. 

The most modem of political movements, iht cause ol 
Woman Suffrage, has also been espoused in its various phases, 
. pacihc and militant, by a section of Jewry, and has with- 
V drawn many a mother in Israel from the seclusion of her 
home into the storm and strife of public meetings. Mr. 
Israel Zant^will has actively identified himself with tlie 
movement in England, where also a special Jewish league, 
with the benison ol ministers, has been formed for its 
fortheianoe. The movement in Germany, which pmsoes 
a far more placid coarse than in England, is supported by 
tile JUdisdier Franenbimd," an otgankation primarily 
estabh^ed for social and philanthropic work, but now also 
devoted to tiie cause of the emancip a tion of woman. 

' A j^raphic sketch of this turbulent period of recent history nil! be 
ioimd in Zaog will's Ghetto ComcdUs, imder the title " Samooboiuua. " 
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BOOK IV 



THE ECONOMIC ASPECT 

INTRODUCnON 
Pftrticipatkm in tJk bnacbM of eoo n om te acthrity— Pov e rty and 



THE Jews, who, in andeot timea^ wwe mainty 
ooct^Kied in agiicolture, and in tiie Middle Ages 
in trade, are now represented in every sphere 

of economic activity. In most countries they still show 
a predilection for various forms of commerce, owing 
partly to historic and social influences, but they have 
devoted themselves in increasing numbers during the 
last hlty years to all branches of industry, to mainu- 
factures and handicrafts as well as mining, wliilst 
their preponderance in the business world, in which 
they haye manifested special ^titudes, is tendmg to. 
diminidL EquaUy significant of the transition born 
medioval conditions is the retam to tiie land, tern iHiich 
Jews had been eidnded for tiie most part since their dis- 
persion. Despite their mbanisaticm for to many centuries 
they have, during the last thirty years, successfully engfaged 
in farming and forestry in various regions, notably in 
their ancestral country. But the most characteristic feature 
of the economic activity of modern Jewry is the growing 
number of those engaged in the liberal professions and public 
service. 

The material position of the great majority of Jewry 
defies description* Only a small portion of tiioae settled 
in Westem oonntries enjoy the wealth tiuit is commonliy 
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more than two-thirds of the world's Jewry, Eastern Europe, 
Western Asia, and Northern Attica, thece is a depressing 
^>ectacle of widespread poverty and misery. Goaded by 
oppresskm and economic distress the Jews of Eastern 
Enrope axe fleeing in hundreds of thonsands to the lands of 
the Westt especially America and England, bringing with 
them the industries in which they were engaged at home. 
They migrate not singly but in families, almost in com- 
munities, braving tlie countless hardships of the voyage to 
the once-vaunted lands of liberty, whose portals they now 
find guarded by inquisitorial janitors. But, despite their 
hardships and the culminating risk of rejection, they will 
continue to flock to these countries as long as they can find 
no peace nor make a living in their native land. 
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CHAPTER I 



SPHERES OF ECONOMIC ACTIVITY 

Historic and religious factors — Pioneers of commerce — Com- 
mercial activity in various lands — Activity in finance — Partici- 
pation in industries — Factories and handicrafts in Russia — Female 
•nd child labour — Industrial coudi lions in England and America — 
Agricaltanl activity in RMria and in Central Bnrope — Advance of 
aipricoltnre in Amerinfc--CoVwiiffition in Palestine— The Hbocal 
piQ^BMiooa ^flid pnhHc sewioe 

DISPERSED fbioi^at all tiie lands of the 
earth tiie Jews are found among the foDowen 
of neaiiy every occi^tion, but they show a 
particular predilection and capacity lor ^fr tai** brandies 
of economic activity which can be traced to definita 
factors. They are represented in the laigest numbers 
in commercial pursuits and domestic industries owing 
partly to historic influences and j)ailly to religious 
requirements. From the downfall of Judaea in the 
first century until the beginning of the nineteenth 
century the Jews, who had for centuries lived by tending 
their flocks and tillincf their soil, were, with insignificant 
exceptions, strictly barred from the land, which they could 
neither buy, rent, nor cultivate. They were thus early 
forced to choose between trading and manual labour. 
Thanks to their dispersion in the various countries around 
the Mediterranean and tiie feeUng of racial solidarity that 
united fhem tiiey had exceptioaal facilities for eoga^i^ in 
international trade ; iidiilst the adoption of handioafts was 
fostered by the exampleof tiie Rabbis themselves, who made 
it a role life to combine the study of tiie Torah witii the 
pursuit of a secular calling.^ The legislation of tiie Middle 

* Mishna, Pirht Aboth, ii. ; Graetz, History o/ the Jems, vol. ii. p. 471. 



Digitized by Google 



I 



SPHERES OF ECONOMIC ACTIVITY 183 

Agw, which oonfiiMd the Jews to qpedal quarters, excluded 
them fom the trade guilds, and allowed them to deal only 
in money and merchandise, inevitably forced the great 

majority into commerce, in which, aided by wits sharpened 
by ages of Talmudical dialectics and by the very struggle 
for existence itself, they developed special capacities and 
achieved considerable success. The inlluence of the reli- 
gious factor in determining:,^ the choice of occupation is seen 
in its earliest and simplest form in the callings necessitated 
by the requirements of the community, namely, those of 
the baker, tlie butcher, and the dair3anaQ, who had to pro- 
vide bread, meat, and milk conforming with the strict 
legolations of the Jewish law, as well as those of the funo- 
tinmifiea attadied to the synagogue, the Rabbi, precentor, 
teacher, and beadle; but the effect <rf this influence nponflia 
masses of the popolation did not show itself prominent^ 
nntil Hbe latter half of tiie nineteenth centory in their 
prelenhig domestic industries to factory labour, so as to be 
able to observe the sanctity of the Sabbaths ttid festivals 
undisturbed. The abolition of the Ghetto and the removal 
of mediaeval restrictions resulted in an appreciable diminu- 
tion of the numbers devoted to commerce and an increase of 
those engaged in industries and handicrafts, whilst there 
was also a gradual return to agriculture both in the Old and 
the New World. The political emancipation of the Jews 
also threw open to tliem the liberal professions and 
Government service, which are attracting an increasing 
proportion every year, particularly in W estern Europe 
and the United States. At the present day, therefore, it 
may be said that the Jews are fonnd in all the main 
departn^ts of the economic worid and in most of their 
sobsidiaiy brancheSi 

The main ^iberes of economic activity in which Jews 
have been engaged is that of commerce in all its forms, 
whether as whol^ale or retail traders, bankers or financiers, 
sUppexs of transoceanic trade or carriers of local wares, 
war contractors or dealers in old masters, founders of 
newspapers or organizers of international exhibitions. 
Professor Werner Sombart has recently written a portly 
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aiidleaiiiedvoliiine.^i]iiHiidi]ie en^hiiiiMttidilhatnEtet 
the inflnenoe of iSbe Jews npoo tlie ec oDo m ic progress ol 

modern nations, and describes how they quickened inter- 
national and colonial trade, financed Governments, and 
developed and perfected the commercial and financial 
instruments of modern economic life. He maintains that 
tht centre of trade was transferred from the south to the 
north of Europe in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries 
in consequence of the expulsion of the Jews from Spain 
and their migration into Holland, Gennaay, and England, 
but his proofs of this contention are inadequate, and it is 
more likely that the Jews simply developed and profited 
by the commercial oppoitiimties which thqr tktudy fomd 
in these lands. It is kss diqmtable, however, tint they 
held the bigig^ portioo of ^ Levantine trade in their 
hands from the sixteenth to the fiighteenth oentmy and 
took a prominent part in bringing the commodities of the 
Indies to Europe ; that they established the importance of 
the Leipzig fairs and were the first to exploit the trade in 
precious metals ; that they had a considerable share in 
founding the British colonial trade and in promotinp^ the 
economic development of the American Commonwealth ; 
and that with the advance of the present capitalistic era 
they developed the bill exchange and stock exchange and 
popularized the bill al exchange, the company share, the 
banimote, and other negotiable instnuneots of modem 
commerce. The *' industrial awakening of almost the 
whole interior of Cape Colony" in the early thirties of 
the nineteenth oentwy was due to Benjamin Mariras and 
Simeon Norden' ; the wool and hide trades and the 
mohair industry in South Africa were established by the 
Mosenthal broUiers, and the whak and fishing in^isliy 
by the De Pass brothers ; Joel Myers intr od uced ostridi 
farming, whilst the Albus, Barnatos, and Ecksteins played 

* Dit Jtidm mi das Wirtschaftsleben (Doncker & liumblot, Leipzig. 
1911)* AnEagMAtiiBiihtion,ioa>iy>at«MKwrkl^ 

has been pnUitliMl under tte title d TIf Jmt md Mtitm CmpMim 

(Fisher I'nw-in, 1913). 

* Jfwuh Encyci^mMm, sL p. 476. 
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a pramiiient part in the devdopment of the diamond and 

gold mines. One of the most romantic episodes in the 
colonization of South Africa was ihr creation of Nathaniel 
Isaacs in 1828 as Chief of Natal by Tchaka, King of the 
Zulus, who presented him with a great tract of the country 
extending 100 miles inland from the sea in return for his 
services in subduing a hostile tribe. In more recent times 
Jews have distinguished themselves by creating the 
department stores, particularly on the Continent and in 
America,^ and by attaining a prominent position in the 
art-dealing world of Europe.* 

The soceeSB of the Jew in business has prompted various 
theories as to its origin. Professor Sombart has evcdved 
the fanciM idea that the Jew owes his commercial aptitude 
to the influence of his religion, which he regards as domin- 
ated by rationalism ; but Dr. Ruppin and Dr. ZoOschan * , 
are nearer the truth in declaring that the Jew has no 
specific business capacity, but that his general intellectual 
equipment finds a fertile field of activity in a vocation 
demanding mobility and originality of thought and prompt- 
ness of action, and that it is by virtue of the same mental . 
qualities that he has distinguished himself in pohtics, law, 
medicine, and chess-playing. The Jew is of a speculative 
and calculating turn of mind ; he is quick to comprehend ; 
he has enteipriae, initiative, and foresight ; he is a keen 
compedtor, a hard bargainer, a capable organizer, and 
has known how to develq[> and utilise the art of advertise- 
ment : all attributes of supreme value in the oommocial 
struggle. He is, moreover, endowed with peneveranoe 
and readiness of resource ; he can adapt himself to the 
whims of fortune and qidckly change from one line ol 
business to another, and even from one occupation to 
another, in the determination to advance. He has estab- 
lished a seciu-e, if not everywhere prosperous position in 

* Wertheim and Tietz in Germany ; Macy and Kosenwald in America. 

* Duveen, London ; Seligmann, Paris ; Heilbronn, iierliu ; iiirsch, 
Vksma, etc. 

* See Dr. Z o lliiclMm' b c ri ttd w n of FnL Sombaif s theorieein tiie picfMe 
to tiM tbird edition ai Dm$ BasmmprMtm (Wm. BtaMnSltor, Vienna end 
Lripdg. 1912). 
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the buria e M worid, thoa^ he has m match not only in the 
Greeks and Armedaaa, who m ham traders, but also in 
the Americans and the Scotsmen. It is inevitaMe that 
when a large section of a people is engaged in business a 

certain proportion, whose methods are not ver}' scrupulous, 
should be regarded iis characteristic of the people at large ; 
but to what an extent this judgment is just has been 
discussed in the chapter on " Morality." But although the 
Jew has acquired the reputation of ins^ the personifica- 
tion of the conmiercial spirit, he is sometimes quite shiftless 
and helpless, failing miaerably in everytfaiiig he undertakes 
as though pursued by some mocking sprite and goodr 
hm nooredly nicknamed by his brethren a SchlemisL 

In Germany and Italy one-half of the Jews axe en- 
gt^ed in co mm erce, and in Austria and Russia over two- 
fifths.^ In Germany 50-35 per oenfc of the Jews are 
engaged in commerce and trmaport as co mpet ed with 
13*41 per cent of the general populatioii ; but wtnlat they 
formed 10*5 per cent of the entire commercial class in 1895, 
they are now only 7 9 per cent. In Italy 50 35 per cent 

^ Complete occupation statistics oi the Jews are available lor these lour 
conttlM and to a ttnited cxtoot for Rvmaaia. The ^gatm gbm hen 
an tilm from the iollawiiiir aoQit^, the yean afto 

date of the census: — («) Germany (10^7) : Die berufiicken und so:inlm 
VerkdUnisse der Juden in Deutschlarul. by Dr. J Segal! (Berlin: Max 
SchildbfTgcr, 1912) ; (i') Italy (1901) : Zeitsckrift fUr Demographie und 
Statisiikder Juden, January 1905 (Berlin) ; (c) Austria (1900) : Die Juden 
Ml OtsltnHekp by Dr. J. Tboa (Beriiii, 1908) ; (<l) RiMia (1897) : Di» 
torialm VerhdUmUm i9f Juimim RamaUmd (Berlin. i<>o6), Bulletin of the 
Bureau of L.ibour, " Economic Coiiflition of the Jlus in Russia." by I. M. 
Kubiiiow (W .1 >))inj?ton, 1907), aiul Die Waiuier'oewiguni^rn der jMdcn. by 
W. W. Kapluu-Kogaii (Bonn: Iklarkus & Weber. 191 3) ; {e) Rumania 
(Z90SHI and ZQ04) : DU Jmim im B t m §m i §n (BcrUn. 1908). The oHgiiial 
ioanei oi the etatietin Idr ibtesia an the Govemamt Ceoaoa of 
the Investigation conducted by the Jewish Colonisation Association in 
i8i)P) on, p]ihlish( (1 firsl m Kussia (St. Petcrsbnr^^. 1904) nnd rtftenv;irds in 
French under the title 01 Recueil de matiriaux sur la siiuati<m it una n:} que 
des IsraeUUs en Russie U'apris I'enquiU de la Jeunsh C^lonisaiujn Associa- 
tim (Paris, 1906). The only other ooantry of which Jewish oocnpation 
statistics are extant is New South Wales {Hebrew Standard, Sydney, 
it)th March 1905), but as they only concern a total employed [copulation of 
3031 and w( u < oni]>i\ '! iit i<}oi tlic y caanot bo Kgacdod ss much 
licance lor prcseut-day couditious. 
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of the Jews are engaged in business, as compared with only 
8 32 per cent of the general population. In Austria, 
where the percentage is 43-7 and 8 3 respectively, the Jews 
practically monopolize trade in Galicia, where there is a 
dearth ol iiidiistxk9 and the staple occupation is agriculture. 
They form 91*2 per cent oi the dealers in merchftndise in 
East Galicut and 81 per cent in West Galida, 85*3 per cent 
of the hKken and agents in East Galicia and 66*3 per cent 
in West Galida, but the great majority are merely petty 
shopkeepers, pedlars, and hav^cefs, who can hardly keep 
body and soul together. In Russia 42 62 per cent of the 
Jews are engaged in commerce and transport (38 64 per 
cent in commerce alone), as compared with only 2-7 per 
cent of the general population, but it must be remembered 
that Russia is predominantly an agrarian coimtry and 
that the Jews, with the exceptions to be noted later, are 
barred from the soil. They form one-third of the entire 
mercantile class in the Russian Empire and as much as 
four- fifths in the Pale of Settlement alone. Nearly one- 
half of the Jewish merchants in Russia trade in agricultural 
produce, they constitute over 90 per cent of the grain 
dealers in the Empire, and practically monopolijBe the 
com trade in the Pale and along the Black Sea; but they 
are also represented in many other branches of commerce, 
particqlarly dothing, teactileSk and timber. The general 
chafactcristlcs of Jewish trade in Rnssia are overcrowding, 
eace s si^e and unhealthy competition, and its restiktion 
mainly to manufactured articles of inferior value and 
commodities intended for immediate consumption. In 
Rumania the Jews form a fifth of the entire commc rcial 
class, whilst the proportion rises in some departments of 
the country to a half and even three-f mirths, the maximum 
luring reached in Jassy and l^otosani. They entirely 
monopolize the petroleum trade and form the bulk of the 
dealers in iron goods (92 per cent), cotton goods (88 per 
cent), flour, timber, and fur. Most of the native Jews in 
England and America are also engaged in commerce, those 
in the latter country largely controlling the trade in com, 
tobacco, and cotton, wMkst the East European immigrants 
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in these countries provide a contingent of shopkeepers, 
iiawkers, and pedlars. 

The participation of Jews in finance is relatively not 
80 li^reat or important at the present day as it was until the 
middle of the nineteenth century. The refusal of the 
medueval Church to allow its follo«vcn to deal in money, 
as something taboo, gave tiie Jews a monopdy in which 
they were able to ycialiae, and they thus aoqtiired con- 
tiderable ildD and tnooess in financial qparatiooa. The 
outBtandii^ episode in tiie histoiy of Jewish finance, as 
indeed in tiie annab of modem finance in geneial, is tiie 
unparaDded rise of the firm of Rodiadiild, which, starting 
from modest foundations in Frankfort in 1760, raised 
loans for almost every country of importance during the 
next hundred years, and is estimated to have contracted for 
or participated in loans to the huge total of £1,300,000,000 
up to 1904/" Among the most important transactions 
carried out by the Rothschilds were the transmission of 
jTi 8.000,000 sterlini; to the Continent between 1814 and 
1822 for payment to the anti-Napoleonic Allies, the raising 
of a loan of £15,000,000 for the English Govecnment in 
1856, the arrangement with Bleichroeder for the payment to 
Germany of the French indemnity of five million francs after 
the Franco-Prussian War, and the advance of £4,080,000 
to tiie English Government in 1875 for Hie pondiase of 
176,600 Snes Canal sbaiea.* One <^ the most important 
factors that contributed to Ae soooess of the Rothsciuld 
house was its establishment of brandies in London, Fuis, 
Vienna, and Naples, eadi headed by a brodier, yAMk 
enabled it to undertake op>erations of an international 
character ; but tlie branch at Naples was discontinued in 
1 861, and the ancestral house at Frankfort was closed forty 
years later. The Rothschild firm, however, was not the 
only Jewish house that undertook State and municipal 
loans in the early half of the nineteenth century : it had 
many serious competitors in the Peroires, Lazards, SpeN ers, 
Sterns, Seligmanns, and who also adopted 



* Finawddl Timn, xsfli Mnuury 19x5. 




SPHERES OF ECONOMIC ACTIVITY 189 



the Rothschild system of establishing local blanches in 
European capitab, each under the charge of a brother. 
Bat the movement that apiead throughout Western Europe 
in the fifties of last oentoxy for tlie formation of credit 
banks and the growing practioe of Govenunents to throw 
open the 8ab8ciq>tiQn of loans to the general public com- 
bined to break down the Jewish monopoly of international 
finance, wbidi may be said to have largely passed away by 
1900.* Jewish financiers invested considerably in the 
construction of railways in the latter half of the nineteenth 
century, notably the Pereires in North France, the Bischoffs- 
heims in Belgium, the Bleichroeders in Germany, Baron 
de Hirsch in Turkey, and Messrs. Kuhn, Loeb, & Co. 
(Mr. Jacob H. Schiff) in tlie United States, and it was to a 
Jew by birth, Sir Ernest Cassel, that the financing of the 
Nile Dam was due. In Russia, too, the influence of Jewish 
finance showed itself in the establishment of conmiecGial 
banks by Barons Joseph and Horace de Gunzbuig and 
Leon Rosenthal of St. Petersbuig and by Baron Kronen* 
becg and Iwan Blioch of Warsaw ; ndiibt farther east, the 
Saasoons» " the Rothschilds of the East," have created a 
network of banks fiom Bagdad to Shanghai At present ' 
the movement of predons metab tbroog^bout the world is 
mainly directed by Jewish bankers^ who laigely deter- 
mine the rate of exchange between one country and 
another ; but there is absolutely no ground for the all^a- 
tion, often made by anti-Semitic scribes, that the Jewish 
financiers of different countries are in alliance and use 
their combined resources for particular operations. On 
the contrary, the competition between Jewish houses is 
just as keen as between other firms. If there is any policy 
at all, apart from purely business considerations, by which 
self-respecting Jewish hnanciers are guided, it is the ab- 
stention from raising loans for the Russian Government as 
a protest against its inhuman treatment of their brethren, 
a policy that must be endorsed by every friend of freedom. 
There is, moreover, a notable decline in the proportion of 
Jews eognged in finance. In Germany they formed 13*8 

* ImaiA Hmsyctatmiim. v.. art. " Himdb." 
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per cent of the eatiie class engaged in financial puismts 
in 1895, but this percmtage sank to y g by 1907 owing to 
the private banks being replaced by big joint-stock banks 
capable of su p plyiB g the credit needed lor Germany's in- 
dustrial and ^^^■MTiai dev<ekipoHaA.^ In ItMty only 
9*83 per cent, and in Raatim otif *X5 per cant of tiie 
Jewish popolatioiiiolkmed a inaDdalcalttog. ThettondMr 
ci Jewaontlie stock eouiia^geia not aalai;ieai is popolai^ 
supposed. In London tiiere aie eatimated to be 330 Jews 
among 5100 members of the Stock Exchange — that is, over 
6 per cent * ; whilst in New Yoik the percentage is prob- 
ably nearly twice as high. 

A signilicant tendency of modem times is the increasing 
number of Jews engaged in industrial pursuits, whether 
as manufacturers or mechanics, a tendency illustrated 
by the large number of Jewish schools for manual crafts 
founded during the last half-century not only in Europe 
and America but also in Palestine. In Germany 2r&j 
per omt of the Jews were eqgaged in industry in 1907, 
as compared widi 19*30 per cent in 1895 ; in Austiia the 
percentage m a6'4» sad in Rnana as hig^ as 34*63, whilst 
in Ital^ it is aa low as 8*68. In Gennany flie pdncqial 
industries in whidi diey am eBfsged aie tiiose of aaddneiy, 
metakk building, paper, timber, and esperiatly rhwniralt 
and textiles. In Anstrin the hvSk of Jewish m a nnfac t Bi ei S 
and artisans are concentrated in Gafida, in tiie east of 
which they form from 52 to 56 per cent of those engaged 
in the metal, chemical, food, leather, and paper industries, 
and 41 per cent of the clothing industry. Particularly 
noteworthy is the niinincr colony in Boryslav. consistmg 
of exemplars of Jewish pluck.' In Rumania, despite 
the special laws aiming at the restriction of Jewish enter- 
prise, they form 19 5 per cent of all the manufacturers, 
and only 5 3 per cent of the factory employees* whilst 
they account for 52 8 per cent of the glass^ 33*4 per cent 

I Segall, Dm btimfiiekm umi toiialm VtrMdUmuss dtr Jmdtn is UmUsh- 

^1^, P- 33- 

* Mr. Pncy M. CuteHo, ia the j9wUk CJkmiidt, ijth June x^ia 

• Di§ WtU, Jvm t^ts. 
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of the furniture, and 39* i per cent of the clothing manu- 
facturers.^ One of the most remarkable features of 
Jewish labour, not only on the Continent but also in 
England and America, is the comparatively laige propor- 
tion ooaqpied in the dothing industry. Of 40,000 Jewish 
artiBans in Germany, distrlbiited in twenly^two differait 
oociquitionig over one-tiiiid are engaged in this industry,* 
wbilst in Rnmania it daims over three-fifths. In RuHia 
over one<«eventh ci tiie enthe Jewish population is eitiier 
engaged in or dependent upon the cJottiing industry (in- 
cluding hats, boots, and gloves, as well as clothes). In 
Rumania the proportion of Jews in mainial trades isfour and 
a half times larger than their ratio to the population, whilst 
in Jassy they form over three-fourths of the artisan class. 
They are mostly engaged either in trades demanding 
special skill, such as engraving and watchmaking, or in 
those that involve physical strain, as tailors, shoemakers, 
box-makers, plumbers, bookbmders, and paper-hangers. 

To those who have hitherto regarded the Jews in 
Russia as wholly or mainly absorbed in barter it will come 
as arevdation to learn that nearly two-fifths are occupied 
in manafaetnriog and mechanical pumiits» in which less 
tiian a stacdi (15*4 per cent) ol the general popnlatkm is 
r e pres e n ted. Althoii^ the Jews form little more than 
4 per cent of the population ctf Rnssia, they oonstitate 10*5 
per cent at the entire industrial dass in the Empire, and 
as much as a thiid in the Pele of Settlenient In the 
north-western provinces, Lithuania and White Russia, 
industrial occupations even claim a greater proportion of 
Jews tlian commerce : in Litliuania there are 44 2 per 
cent in industries and only 23 8 per cent in commerce, 
whilst in Wliitc Russia tliere are 42*2 and 27*4 per cent 
respectively.^ It is in these provinces that the congestion 
is greatest, the economic conditions are lowest, and the 
labour movement is strongest. In the Pale, according 
to the latest statistics, the Jews owned 37 S per cent of 

* Df# Juden in Rumani^u, p. 30. 

• Bnbiaow, B§emtmir Ct ni iii o mt oj A§ J§m im Rmttia, p> 30a. 
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the fadonet (3933 out of 7750) . and formed 27 per cent 
of the tmplaytm (63,509 out of 235,203), but the value of 
the producta manufactured in Jewish factofks was only 
a9'5 per cent of tiie total valoe of the mannfactoiea.^ 
The leaaon for tbda is that the araage Jewish manofao- 
turer has a smaller oq^tal tlian his noo- Jewish competitor, 
his fadoiy is a smaller eafaWfshment and sddom equipped 
witii the best madiinery, and the cost at maintenance Is 
rdatively larger, as he is by law confined to the town, 
whilst his non- Jewish competitor can build his factory 
in the country, where rent and labour are cheaper. The 
industries in which Jewish manufacturers are engaged 
present a wide variety : textiles (80 per cent of the total), 
timber, tobacco (75 per cent), hides, soap (87 per cent), 
bricks, tiles, flour-mill products, creameries, breweries, and 
mineral waters. In Poland there are 305 Jewish iactories 
of textile goods* of which 155 are in Lodz, employing about 
13,000 men ; and in Bialystok and its subuibs there are 
199 Jewish factories oat of a total of 373. The total 
nnmber of Jewish factoiy-woiicers in the entire Pale is 
INTobab^ brtween 100,000 and 150,000, and the conditions 
of moat of them are distressing. They are confined to tiie 
towns* tiiey cannot woilt on the Sebbalh, they have a 
higher standaid of life than tiie Rnssian ofierative wbo 
has been brought up in the country and can generally fall 
back upon a little farm in bad times, and they have a 
diHkulty in getting employment not only in non-Jewish 
works, which arc often controlled by anti-Semitic managers, 
but also in Jewish works, as they are apt to look upon 
their emj^loyer as their equal and know how to protect 
their interests by organization. 

The conditions of the artisans are scarcely better. 
There are over half a million, who, with their famihes, 
fonn a third of the Jewish populatiim in Russia/' Although 
permitted to live in certain parts outside the Pals, tiie 
conditions governing tiieir rendence are so bwdesuKmie 
ajid harassing tiiat the great majoiity remain perfcnce in 
tiicir native towns^ whm they woric mostly at home in 
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insanitary conditions and for an overcrowded market. 
Over 38 per cent are engaged in the production of clothing 
and other wearing apparel, 17 per cent in leather wares 
(boots, gloves, etc.), 11 per cent in food products, nearly 
10 per cent in furniture, 9 per cent in metals, 6 per cent 
in bricks and tiles, and the rest in the textile, paper, 
ftationery, and chemical industries. Different towns have 
specialized in particular industries : thus several towns 
in the province of Siedlec are engaged in brush-making, 
Grodno is devoted to boots and shoes, Vitebsk to agri- 
cnltonl maddnecy, and Bresin to leady-made dotbing. 
Unflldlled labour is generatty av<4ded by Jews : it claims ^ 
only 2 per cent of the total Jewish population in Russia. 
In the Fsle thm are over 100,000 Jews employed in 
unskilled labour, mostly as dock-labourers (especially in 
South Russia), carriers, teamsters, cabmen, farm-labourers, 
diggers and stonebreakers, lumbermen, raftsmen, rag- 
pickers, and water-carriers. This at least proves that 
Jews, if needs be, can undertake the hardest form of 
physical labour. They are also found as dock-labourers 
at Salonica, Beyrout, and other Levantine ports. On 
the other hand, they are apt to look down upon employ- 
ment as domestic ser\'ants or waiters as servile callings 
that suppress personal individuality. 

One of the most striking features of Jewish industry 
in Russia is the large proportion of female labour. The 
day is long past when the Jewish woman was able to keep 
within the peaceful sedusfon of tibe home : the 4ght for 
existence has driven her also into the factory and woikshop. 
Women form ai'26 per cent of the Jewtih wage-eamiog 
class in Russia, and account for 15*3 per cent of the 
artisami. In the north-west provinces women and girls 
form a third of the Jewish artisans, and over 80 per cent 
are employed as dressmakers, seamstresses, milliners, 
stocking-knitters, and cigarette-makers. Female and 
child labour is also largely employed in factories, ranging 
from 20*2 per cent in South Russia to 37 4 per cent in 
Poland, and 42*4 per cent in the north-west provinces ; 
and it is found in many industries of adangerous kind, such 
13 
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at tibe mannfactiire of brides and ct mkttim, iSb» paddng 
of matdies being done mostly at borne. In Gennany, 
also, it may be added, women form 21*97 per cent of the 
entire Jewish working population, but they are engaged 
more in business and professions than in factories and 
domestic service. The percentage of Jewesses in employ- 
ment in that country rose irom 21*97 in 1875 to 30 in 



*^he emigrants from East Europe who have settled in 
such large numbers in America and England during the 
last thirty years have brought with them the industries 
in which they were engaged at home, nam^, tailoring, 
shoemaking, cabinet-making, cigaietts-making, cap-making, 
and fnrriefy, though they are also r ep ro sented in all otiier 
trades. It is mainly due to them that tiiese industries 
have become of incnaaiog importaiioe in these ooantries : 
they monopolise the dn&ing trade in the United States 
and largely dominate it hi Enghusd. In New Yoifc these 
are over sooo firms employing about 80,000 men and 
women in the designing and making of clothes. The 
leading industry of the city and state of New York is the 
manufacture of women's clothing, which had a production 
in 1909 of 272,518,000 dollars, and 75 per cent of the 
development of which has taken place during the last 
fifteen years. AH the firms and employees engaged in 
this industry, with insignificant exceptions, are Jews.* 
Almost 53 per cent of the male Russo- Jewish workers 
and 77 per cent of the female workexs in New York are 
employed in tailoring, dressmaking, and cognate trades.* 
In England one- third of the Russian and Polish Jews ave 
estimated to be in this branch of industry, and to fliem 
is entiidy dne the intiodnctioii ol the ladies' jacket and 
mantle trade.* The centres of the tailoring trade are 
London, Mairahester, Leeds* ^diikt the Manchester water- 

» S«gal]. p. 78. 

• Jnriih ImmignOioH BuUetin, Votmbme^Dtembtr igit, Jif&m Totk. 

» The Immigrant Jew in America, p tt2. 

* The Jew in Londom, by C RuaseU and U. S. Lewis {Fi$bm Uania, 
1901), 
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proof garments industry is also in Jewish hands. The 
influx of Jewish immigrants into the English labour market 
gave rise in recent years to the complaint that they 
lowered the rate of wages and took the bread out of the 
mouth of the native workman, but the investigatioos 
that liave been made into the question have shown the 
diaige to be groundless. When the immigiant first 
anbes in London he may sabmit to sweating conditions 
rather than beg or starve or shik to the dc|iravity of the 
indigenous wastrels who sleep in the paiks by day and 
in tiie doas-honses " by night ; bat he very soon asserts 
his position and obtains a normal wage. Moreover, as 
the Jew has created his own industries there is practically 
no competition with the Gentile workman in the labour 
market, Jew and Gentile working, as Mr. Sidney Webb 
has put it, "in water-tight compartments." A similar 
charge of undercutting the rate of wages has been made 
in America, but the Immigration Commission, after a 
study of tlie earnings of more than half a million employees 
in mines and manufactures, has discovered no evidence 
that immigrants have been hired for less than the prevail- 
ing rate of wages. On the oontraxy. Dr. Hourwich has 
recently shown that the average wage is higher in those 
parts of the United States iidieie there is a laz]^ percentage 
of loreign-bom woikmen, that there has been a gradual 
redaction of tlie woMng day during the past decade hi 
the state most affected— New Yodc, and that the proportion 
qI diSMtim employed in factories is greatest in the states 
where there is practically no immigrant population.^ 
The immigrant is constantly spurred on to improve his 
position and to become his own master, not only because 
he brings his wife and children to join him at the earliest 
opportunity, but because he has a higher standard of life 
than the native workman. He must provide for the 
proper celebration of Sabbaths and festivals and for the 
Hebrew education of his children, and he subscribes to a 
synagogue and benefit society. The trade union move- 
ment has so far not found much hold among the Jewish 

* I. A. Hmvwicli, Im im igmii ou ami L&bom (Putnam, 1913). 
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immigrants, partly owing to the shifting character of 
their class, partly owing to their irrepressible ambition 
to rise from the ranks of the toilers, and partly owdng 
to their lack of the sense of disciplined organization ^ ; 
bat strikes for the improvement of employment conditions 
are no infrequent phenomenon among the gannent-makm 
in New Yoik and the bakers in London. 

Tbe return of the Jews to the land during the nineteenth 
centory iffoide a lefntatioii ol tiie oft«fecoiiiflig cimge 
that, haviog been cut off from tiie aofl and urbanized for 
•0 many centuries, they cannot adapt fliemaelves to rural 
purralts. There are now aboat 400,000 Jewish aoub 
living by farmiog and forestry in ^ Old and in the New 
World, and the number is increasing every year. The 
return to the land began in Russia in 1804, when 
Alexander I passed a law permitting the settlement and 
purchase of land by Jews in New and Southern Russia, 
and presented them with 80,000 acres in the province of 
Kherson as a nucleus for agricultural settlements. He 
also granted them exemption from military service to 
induce them to go upon the land, and by 1810 several 
Jewish colonies were established, comprisipg Z700 famihesy 
in Kherson. Under the reign of his successor, Nicholas I, 
further colonies were estabhshed by private benevolence 
in the profvinoes of Kherson and Ekaterinoslav, and their 
number rose to 371 in 1865, when the Gavemment repented 
of its goodwill and prohibited the oreation of fresh Jewish 
colonies. In the seventies the Government took nearly 
90,000 acres away torn the Jewish ooloDies in ^ imvinoes 
of Volhj^nia, Kieff, Fodolia, and Tdicmigoff, and in 1882 
the famous May Laws forbade Jews to buy or rent land 
in rural areas in the fifteen provinces of West Russia, a 
prohibition that was extended to Poland in 1891. Since 
then the position of the Jewish farmer in Russia has 
become ratlier precarious, and it would be menaced with 
utter decay if it were not for tlie material and financial 
assistance rendered by the Jewish Colonisation Association, 

' The Jewish Year Book (1914, p. 80) enumerates only twdf* JmM 
trade anions in London, Mrea b>iiotM|iiig to tbs clothing iiidiwtry. 
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which also maintains a staff of travelling agriculturists 
and live agricultural schools. According to the statistics 
of 1898 there were 296 Jewish colonies (apart from those 
in Poland), comprising 305,407 acres.^ The number of 
Jews in Russia independently engaged in agriculture is 
40,000, so that the entire number, including dependents, 
who hve by it is close upon 200,000. This forms only 
3'8i per cent of the Jewish population of the country, 
whilst 6o'5 per cent of the general population is devoted 
to agriculture. The average estate of the Jewish farmer 
is only asi acres in extent, which is quite inadequate 
for a comfortable existence. Only one-sixth of these 
rural honsdbolds owns 54 acres or more, and this sixth 
owns 441 per cent of the entire land of the Jewish colonies. 
Like ihe Russian peasant the Jew plants more lhan two- 
thirds of his land witii cereals and leaves tiie rest for 
grazing purposes. He uses only his own labour, his 
methods are mostly primitive and his implements in- 
efficient ; but fifty years of farming have had a beneficial 
effect in developing the frame and strengtliening the 
muscle of the Russian Jew. In addition to the colonies 
there is also a great amount of independent farming by 
Jews, the entire area owned or rented by them in the 
Russian Empire being 6«4a2,684 acreo, over two-thirds of 
whkh are in the Pale.' 

In Austria the percentage of the Jewish population 
engaged in agriculture is 11-4, three times as hi^ as that 
in Russia^ coniNUDed with 54*4 among the Christian popula- 
tion. The endie number of Jews dependent on agriciiture 
and focestiy is 139,810, the great bulk of whom are in 
Galicia and the Bukovina» where 177 per cent of the 
Jewish population live by agricuhure, the highest per- 
centage in any country. • But there is no real Jewish 
peasantry in Austria, as a considerable proportion of the 
agricultiu'ists are merely landowners who do not them- 
selves cultivate the soil, though a great number of Jewish 
farm-labourers are met with in Galicia. Moreover, since 

* Rubinow, Economic ComiHions of the Jews in Russia, p. 508. 

* JbuL, p. 5x7. * Tfaon, Dm Jtidom in Outmoieh, p. iia. 
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X899, an agricnltml sdiool bat been maintained at 
SlobodkapLma, near Roloinea, by the Jewish Colonisali« 

Association. The amount of Jewish agriculture in other 
parts of ILurope is almost insignificant. In Germany, 
according to the census of 1907, there were 3746 Jews 
engaged in farming, forestry, hunting, and fishing, forming 
1*30 per cent of the Jewish population, a decline from 
1*41 per cent in 1895 * ; and an agricultural school has 
been maintained at Ahlem, near Hanover, since 1893, 
founded by Moritz Simon with an endowment d j^i 50,000. 
In Italy only -31 per cent of the Jews are engaged in 
agriculture, whilst in Romania, where they are forbidden 
to own land, and in Hungary, where there is no sudi pro- 
hibition, there ate a great number of Jewiah tenant* 
fanners who cultiyate the eatatea of Christian landowneta. 
'^^The most notable advance in Jewiah agriculture during 
the last thirty years baa taken pkoe in America and 
Palestine, partly owing to the peraecutiooa in Russia and 
partly to the re\aval of the national idea. The pogroms 
of 1 881 caused an emigration en tnasse from Russia, and 
both in that and other countries the crv arose that the 
Jews could find the only final relief from their sufferings 
by resettling upon the soil of the Holy Land. The great 
bulk of the emigrants, however, wended their way not to 
the ancient but to the modem " land of promise," and 
unsuccessful attempts to found agricultural colonies were 
made in the United States and Canada in the early eighties. 
The real history of Jewiah agriculture in the New World 
began in zSgx, when Baron de Hirsdi* tmtd by a freafa 
eruption of massacre in Rusria,' resoived to devote bia 
fortune to the relief of bia brethren by tran^lanting them 
to America and settling them upon the land. He founded 
the Jewish Coloniscrion Aaaodation as an En^ish company 
with a capital of £2,000,000, which was increased upon bIs 
death by a further £9,000,000. The Association devoted 
itself in the first place to the settlement of Russian Jews 
in the Argentine, but the unfitness of most of the emigrants 
for agricultural iiie proved a hindrance to the early success 

^SmaU»pp.30Mid5a. 
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of its efforts. After twenty-two years of activity it has 
established eight colonies in the Argentine, comprising at 
present only 4520 families with 24,000 souls, of whom 
6626 arc non-colonists — a result that, compared with the 
enormous sums expended on the enterprise, can hardly be 
regarded as satisfactory. The total area covered by the 
colonies is 1,250,000 acres, of which 462,873 acres are under 
cultivation. The colonists grow wheat, flax, barley, corn, 
oats^ tobacco, and vegetables, and also engage in cattle- 
rearing and dairying. They have ijgasB head of live 
slock, compnmng 59,415 cattle, 13,130 sbeep, and 66>7X3 
bofses and other ai^lmals. Bi^ althouc^ the extent of • 
Jewish oolonisatioii is small in relation to the money and 
labour devoted to it, the colonists themselves appear on 
the whole to have readied a sound position, as in 1910 
they paid back 538,429 dollars to the Colonization Associa- 
tion. The Association also started colonizing in Brazil in 
1904, and possesses there 240,000 acres, of which 100,000 
are covered with timber, but the Jewish farming population 
so far numbers only 400 souls. 

A more gratifying and promising picture is presented 
by the Jewish farmers in the United States and Canada,^ 
most of whom have created their own settlements, though 
they have also received assistance from the " I.C.A." * and 
other organizations established with the funds of Baron 
de Hirsch. In Canada most ol the Jewish farmers are 
Rnssian immigrants settled npon Government allotments ; 
tbqr ooo^nise 348a sonls and own 136,334 acres.v In the 
United States there are now about 25,000 Jtimk sods 
Hving by agricidtnre and owning 600,000 acres distributed 
among all the states of the Union. The Jewish farmers 
in this country own real and personal property of an 
aggregate value of 33 million dollars and arc organized in 
a federation which holds annual conferences. They owe 
their advancement in great measure to the Jewish Agri- 
cultural and Industrial Aid Society of New York, which 

* Sm aa exoaOflot aad vp'to-dftts aoooimt, " The Agricidta^ 

of tiw Jews in America/' by Leonard G. Robinson, in the American Jewitk 
YmrBoohitm sibrji, ^'Fanjite «Mawii>tiwil«g Jew. CoL Awodatioet 
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encouni^ farming by laiumal mediodB and iitiies a 
monUily Yidduh joucnal, Tis Jmriik ¥mmm, whidi has 
a drcnlatioii ol 5000 in sixteen countries. 

Far more significant for the future of the Jews as a 
nation is the growth of the colonization movement in 
Pakbtine. In 1870 the Agricultural School at Mikveh 
Israel (" Hope of Israel "), near Jaffa, was founded by 
the " Alliance Israelite Universelle " for the training of 
the Jewish youth of the Orient and of Eastern Europe in 
agriculture ; but this school was of little practical use as 
long as the Jews had no land of their own in Palestine. 
Nine years later a number of Jews of Jerusalem attempted 
to found a colony near the Arab village Mulabbis in the 
Plain of Sharon, which they calied Fetach Tikvah (" Gate of 
Hope"), bat ovdng to the f ever s{attad by the nuuirsodd^ 
soU they had to abandon the attenqA imtfl i883» when 
they letnmed, leinforoed by weQ-^o-do cni ig ian U from 
Rnsria. The nuoshy land of Petach Tikvah was thai 
planted with eucalyptus trees and the sanitary oonditioni 
improved, but the lack of means for the purchase of imple- 
ments and other equipment necessitated aid from abroad. 
It was in the same year. 1882, that a " Society for the 
Support of Jewish Agriculturists and Artisans in Palestine." 
known as the Chovevei Zion ("Lovers of Zion"), was 
founded in Odessa, and societies with similar objects arose in 
Germany, Rumania, England, and other countries. The 
Odessa Society at once started operations, and the re- 
colonization of Paiestinc thns really dates from 1882. 
" Not only was the existence of the first, and so far the 
largest colony, Petach Tikvah, assured in this year, but 
the three most ioo^xxiant and central colonies in the three 
different districts of Pafestine, Rishon-le-^on in Jndca. 
Zidiron Jacob in Samaria, and Roeh Finnah in Gahlee, 
were founded by people who immigrated into Mestine in 
large numbers from Russia, Poland, and Rumania, in eon* 
sequence of the Jewish persecutions in 1881-82." ^ These 

» DU jUdisekfrn Kolonien Pahstinas, by Jesaias Tress (J. C. Hmrichs, 
Lcipzii.. 1 912), p. latest leliabk aooonot of Jewish cn l nniMt i nB 

ia Paiwtme. 
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pioneer colonies, however, had to struggle against serious 
privations and might have succumbed had it not been for 
the munificent support of Baron Edmond de Rothschild, 
of Paris, who from 1883 devoted considerable funds to the 
purchase of land and the promotion of Jewish colonization 
in Palestine. The benevolence of " the Baron," as he was 
affectionately called, had a somewhat demoralizing effect 
upon the coloiusts, as their reliance upon his aid deprived 
them of a sense of responsibility and of all perseverance. 
Hence he found it necessary afterwards to pull his purse- 
strings tight, and in 19x0 he transferred the administration , 
ol his coibnies to the Jewish Colonisation Assodation» ^ 
sinoe when they have heen ahle to pay their way and to 
repay some of their old debts. The latest and most inqwr- 
tant factor in the development of colonization in Palestine 
is the Zionist Organization, whidi has stinnilated the 
increase of Jewish farmers, increased the amount of land 
in Jewish possession, introduced modirn and scientific 
methods of agriculture, advanced agrarian loans, and 
established colonies upon the co-operative system. This 
organization also gave the impetus to the creation of the 
Jewish Agricultural Experiment Station at Haifa, and 
has in manifold directions promoted the welfare of the 
rural settlements. The agricultural industry in Palestine* 
which comprises com, wine, oranges, olives, and tobacco, 
has now reached a sound and stable position and has an 
assured future. There are forty separate Jewish cQlonies 
in the country, which, with some unoccupied lands, cover 
an area of 40,344 hectares ^ or dose upon 100,000 acres, 
1*11 per cent of the entire area of Palestine, and support 
a farming population of 8500 souls. They produce annually 
about 50,000 hectoUtres of wine and cognac, which are 
exported to Egypt, Turkey, Russia, Germany, England, 
and the United States, and they owned one-third of the 
six million francs of oranges exported from Jaffa in 1912. 
Outside Palestine the extent of Jewish agriculture in the 
Orient is insignificant, and is mainly confined to the agri- 

' B. GoldlNCg in ItHtOrifi /Sr Dtmogmpkk wid SloHtHk dmt JmUn, 
Fobnaiiy 19x3. 
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cnhiinl tdiool ol Djedddftin Ttmis, fmmded ia 

" Amanoe linAtte/' tad tbe idiool ol Or Jehvda lig^ 

of Judah near Sin3n-na, founded in 1899 by the " I.C.A." 

The last important sphere of activity in which Jew s are 
represented and to which they have devoted themselves 
in increasing numbers since their civil and pohtical eman- 
cipation, is that comprising the liberal professi(ms and 
Government service. 1 he special circumstances that have 
favoured tiieir advance in this sphere are their concen- 
tration in towns, their comfortable social position, and 
their thint for higher education. It is significant tliat 
in Germany, where the Jews have attained such a high 
level of prospenty by means of business, most of the Jewish 
merchants devote tiieir sons to the kaned professions, 
particqlaiiy those of law and medicine ; whilst in England 
and America, too, tbm is a maiked tenden^ on tiie part 
d immigrants wbo have managed to secue a competenoe 
as shof^Eeepers or artisans, be it as grooen or bntdierB, 
tailors or dioemakerB, to pat tiieir sons into these pro- 
fessions. The pursuit of this tendency, in the face of the 
knowledge that the income from a profession is more pre- 
carious than that from business or industry, belies the 
cliargc that is often made, that Jews are wholly piven to 
money-making, and shows tliat ideal motives also largely 
enter into their choice of a career. Whilst the practice 
of law and medicine enjoys the must popularity, an increas- 
ing number of Jews are found in the ranks of civil service 
employees, teachers* journalists^ artists, actors» mnsicianSfc 
dentists^ chemista^ and eogineeit. In Germany the per- 
centage of Jews in Government service and the liberal 
prof essioni rose from 6*14 to 6*54 in the period i^y-ig/oiy, 
whmtm the pcioentageof tiie general population in ^ese 
pfoteskms declined from 6'8a to 575 in the same period,^ 
the prevaknoe of Anti-Semitism acts as a check upon tiie 
increaaeof Jews in Government positions and as mimsity 
professors, though the waters of baptism at onoe remove 
their only blemish. It is at first sight surprising to fiml 
liiaL the conforming Jews of Germany, who form only 

1 Segall, pp. 2S-30. 
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I per cent of the population, constitute i'93 per cent of 
the high Government othcials and 2 5 per cent of the 
university ordinary professors,^ but these j)r')])ortions arc 
much below the ratio of Jews with university education 
to the entire educated class. More significaat is the fact 
that Jews form 15 per cent of the lawyers, and 6 per c«it 
of the doctors in Germany. In Russia, where there are 
hardly any Jews in Government positioiis, 6*3 per cent 
are in the liberal professions de^te the severe restxictioos 
for exdnding them, but it is probable that a good propor- 
tion is made up out of the host of private Het^iew teeu^ers. 
In Austria about 7 per cent of tiie J efws are in the liberal 
professions, and it is note«vorthy that as many as 6per cent 
hold military positions. In Hungary, Jews form 17 9 per 
cent of the authors and scholars, 39 6 per cent of the 
journalists, 20 per cent of the artists (musicians, painters, 
etc.), and 20*1 per cent of the actors.* The most favour- 
able conditions in this sphere are found in Italy, where 
18*67 per cent of the Jews are engaged in the civil service 
and the liberal professions, as compared with only 6*42 
per cent of the general population.* 

»Sa»aU.pp. 45-57. 

*N0ii§J4kKseh$ Korrmpombm, 13th Jannvy 1913. 
*2mUtM^fikrSUU,u, Dtmognpkisdm^Jmim, Jmwuj 1905. 
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RICHES AND POVERTY 

The legendary wealth of the Jew — Material prosperity in 
Wcttorn cew m tiiai T he p ove rty ol Hm majority of Jewry~11iB 
dtou— In P— ii CondMioM in Eastam Boiopt aad the Okient 

THEkgttidof tiiewMUli of tiie Jews has poaistod 
so obstmatdy lor oenturies ttlat then is htdo 
wonder tiutt it is still sooq>ted as a fact It owes 

its origin to the prominent part they have played as traders 
in money in the i)ast, wlicther as money-lenders, money- 
changers, or financiers ; and it has been strengthened in 
modern times by their predominance in commercial pur- 
suits in Western Europe, and their occasionally lii^h 
representation on tlie stock exchanges. Two other 
phencmiena have contributed to the popular delusion : 
the fabulous millions of tlie Rothschilds, which are made 
to throw a reflected ^leodour upon the entire race, and 
the toquent oocoiraice ol moneyed Jews in the plays 
and novels of nearly every European literature, particu- 
larly of English hterature, ¥^ioae pages from Shake^eare 
to Hilaire BeUoc have been lavishly strewn with Jewish 
gold. It is pnMbfy this Uteraiy factor that is reqionsi^ 
for the fint i mp ie ssto n of Jewidi wealth reodved in tiie 
Christian worid, and it would be impossible to exaggerate 
mischief done by the reading of The Merchant of Ymke 
in elementary schools, where the plastic minds of yoxxn^ 
children are impressed with the misunderstood figure 
of Shylock crouching over his ducats. The impression 
conceived in childhood grows into an obsession or prejudice 
which is fostered later by every circumstance, however 
trivial, that seems to agree with it, and becomes with time 
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mm and more difficult to eradicate; and its iMespnad 
cuiency is nnquestionably one of the causes of tbe envy 

and hostility to whidi tiie Jewi^ people is exposed. Tlie 
truth is, that there are indeed rich Jews, but they are 
comparatively very few in number ; the Jewish people in 
the mass is the poorest on earth. It is high time that this 
myth of Jewish wealth should be exploded once for all, and 
that the terrible fact of Jewish poverty be thoroughly realized. 

People in Western Europe or America, who are familiar 
with prosperous Jewish business houses in their leading 
cities, who are faced in the newspapers with big Jewish 
donatioos at the head of subscription lists for philanthropic 
causes, and who read ever and again of some handsome 
Jewish benefaction for a munidpai or national object, may 
periiaps be rehictant to believe that aU these phencmisna 
are anjrtUii^ bnt tokens of boimteoas prosperity. The 
significance of sodi phenomena Is undeniable, bnt they 
nnist not be regarded as duoacteristk of tiie people as a 
wbote : tbey are characteristic only of a very smib mfaiori^ 
The overwhelming mass of Jewry has a haitl fight for mere 
existence and is an utter stranger to the comforts of life. 
Jews who have been settled in Western Europe or America 
for at least twenty years have for the most part attained 
a competence, if not actual wealth, and a good proportion 
of those settled there even for not more than ten years 
have secured a comfortable livelihood ; but the vast 
majority of the immigrants of recent years have to toil hard 
and long to make ends meet, and during the eariy period 
of their struggle they are partly dependent on charity. 
Indeed, with the exception of about two or ftne per 
cent, the recipients of diarity from the communal cofiers 
ooosist entirdy of immigranta. The political toedom 
enjoyed by the Jews in Western Europe during the last 
fifty years has greatly favoured Iheir economic progress, 
and to the same cause, operating mudi earlier, nnist be 
attributed their general pro^)erity in America. But two 
other factors have played an important part In their material 
advancement : their participation to a great extent in 
mercantile pursuits, and to a growing extent in professions. 
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and ihdr rdttivdy aaill famittes. Not onl^ hvft tbey 
a batter ofjpoctni^fy of gatting on qiuddy in oonmaica 
than in domestic indnatriea or handkrafts, but they are 
aUe to cantinna their activity to a more advanced age ; 
at sixty they are ttill hale enough to reap the beneit oi m 
lifetime's experience in business or to practise their pro- 
fession, w hereas at that age, if employed in a trade, they 
would be bent and broken and have to lay down their tools. 
Tlie smallness of most of the native Jewish families in the 
W estern world places a comparatively lighter burden upon 
the father than in Eastern Europe, where a family with 
eight or ton children is quite normal ; not only has tlie 
father fewer to support but his support is needed for a 
ihorter period. And an additional circumstance which 
is of no small significance when regarded in the light of 
conditiona in Eastern Europe, is that the Jew in the West* 
lor the most part, does not allow himsdf to be i ntonupl ed 
by the Sabbath in tiiepmsiiit of his business. 

There are no statistics to ittostrate the comparative 
wealth of the Jewish comaranitiea in Westenn coontries, 
. but snch figures as we have show that the Jews in Germany 
have reached a high levdi of prosperity. The proportion 
of independent Jews without a profession in that coimtry 
increased from 1673 per cent to Jg 24 per cent in the 
period 1895-1907.^ Professor Sombart has compiled a list 
of thirty towns in Germany, several of them large and im- 
portant, in which the percentage of the total income-tax 
revenue contributed by the Jews is considerably higher 
than their percentage of the local population. 2 Thus, in 
Berlin they form only 5 06 per cent of the inhabitants, but 
contribute 3077 per cent of the income-tax revraue ; in 
Mannheim they form oaty 3 21 per cent of tlie populatiiifBy 
but contribute 18*66 per cent oi the income-tax revenue ; 
in Posen the fijgnres are 4*22 and 24*03 per cent r eapect iv efcft 
in Gleiwits 3*ao and 23*90 per cent in Bentiien 4-04 and 
26*90 per cent, hi Brombog 2*79 and 1373 per cent, 
and in Karismhe 1*91 and zx'67 per cent in BreilaB 

>S«s«U,p.30. 

*DUJmdmtmi^ WUrUchaltsUben, p. 2x9. 
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ihe Jews form ooly 4 3 par cent of* the inhabitant^, but 
they own 903 per cent of tlie total income of tiie tax- 
payers, and in Frankfort^on-llie-Haine, where they con- 
stitute 7 per cent of the population, they possess 20 '8 per 

cent of the total income of the tax-payers. These figures 
manifestly show that the Jews in the towns investigated 
are much more prosperous than their non- Jewish neighbours, 
but the Jewish population of all these to^vns is rather less 
than half of the total Jewish population in Germany, and 
there is no indication of similar wealth in the commimities 
not examined. On the contrary, there are a large number 
of communities in Eastern Germany which have a struggle 
to defray their congregational requirements. The con- 
ditions in Austria are by no means as favourable as in 
Germany, for two-thirds of tbe Jews are conoentnted 
in GaHda, which is within tiie poverty sone of Jewry. 
According to Dr. ZoDschan,^ one-tiiird of the busineis men 
can with difficulty meet thdr bills on settlemeat-day; only 
a very small prop o rt i on of the Jews in Vienna can pay even 
the lowest synagogue-tax ; and the Jewish population of 
Moravia declined from 44,175 to 41,158 in» the period 
1880-1910, corresponding to a fall from 2*05 per cent to 
I 56 per cent of the general population, a sure indication 
of diminishing welfare. The conditions are rather better 
in Italy, where the percentage of Jews with independent 
means is 9 26, as compared with only 2*86 per cent among 
the Christian population. 

But tlie vast regions containiqg more than two-thirds of 
the world's Jewry, Eastern Europe, Western Asia, and 
Northern Africa, present a spectacle of material distress 
that almost baffles description. They are industnally 
undcvdqped regkms, in which, nine-tend^ of the Jews just 
manage to eke out a wietdbed, poverty-ctikken eristmcfi. 
In the swarming commtmities of Eastern Europe thete are 
hundreds of thousands of Jews who scn^ a mm pittance 
togetiier as hawkers, pedlars, or petty shopkeepers, and 
whose pale, hungry-looking features tell a taJe of constant 
gnawing care or betray the fear of an impending doom. In 

^ JJas KasicnpfobUm, p. 442. 
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RoMk and Rumania, iMsh together ooont more tban ^ 
mSOkm Jews, the principal cause of ^be wide^read misery is 
tile elaborate code of mediaeval laws, growing in number and 
severity every year, which restrict their residence to par- 
ticular localities and hinder them in the free choice and 
exercise of trades and professions ; and the inevitable 
congestion in the towns produces an overcrowded labour- 
market and ruinous competition. In Galicia there is a 
similarcongestion in the towns with similar economic results, 
whilst the permanent distress produced by the dearth of 
induatriea was accentuated a couple of years ago by the 
new laws which suddenly reduced the nmnber of licences of 
iiinkeq>ei8 and pedlars and plunged thousands of Jews into 

ratal. Bttt tai additio n to the taidiiatriaidiawfaacka and lag^ 
fiiiwiwinlnii in tfaeae oonntziet. soDDlemented bvan ^wmiawA* 
boycott in Poland, tiie Jew8» botii in Eastern Enrope as wdl 
as in t he ton d s of the Orient proper, are ejqwaedtDa i ec ur iiug 
cycle of disasters and catastrophes wbidk seem to operate 
almost with the regularity of the laws of nature. A cursory 
review of the events of the last ten years will suffice to show 
with what surreptitious and destructive forces the Jews 
have to fight apart from their ordinary foes. In Russia they 
have had to suffer from the war with Japan, from the 
Revolution, and from the unparalleled outbreak of pogroms. 
In Rumania they have been victims of the Agrarian Revolt 
of 1907 and of periodical outrages. In Tripoli they have had 
to suffer in the war between Italy and Turkey, and in ail the 
Balkan countries in the various wars betwe^ Turkey and 
the Allies and between the Allies themsdves, whilst the 
war-panic of several months' duration in Austria sufficed to 
bring ruin iqKmtiioiisands of families in Galida. Cmlwar 
in Morocco, Persia* and tiie Yemen claimed the Jews as Its 
easiest and most nomeroos victims; fire, earthquake, and 
pestikiice have desolated conntleBs homes in Tnricey ; and 
famine has alBicted tiie pious beiieineis in Falestine. WiBi 
such a catalogue of misfortunes the wonder is not that the 
Jews cannot attain ev^en the shadow of prosperity, but that 
they manage t<> exist at all. And despite all these fatal 
obstacles to material welfare, they bravely uphold the 
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sanctity of the Sabbath and rest two days in the week, 
whereon they are able to reflect longer upon the mysteries 

of Providence. 

The nature and extent of tiie poverty in Russia was 
vividly broq^t home by an investigat!<m conducted by 
the JewidiCdooisation Association in 1898. Theobjectof 
tiie investigatkm was to ascertain how many Jews received 
diaritable aid to enable them to observe tiie Passover, tiie 
most costly of the religious festivals, which necessitated the 
purchase of unleavened bread and other special preparations. 
The amount of assistance usually given is small, sometimes 
only 75 kopecks (is. 6d.), and seldom exceeding 3 roubles 
(6s.), so that only those in real need would apply for it. 
The investigation elicited that of 700,000 famihes living in 
more than 1200 localities, 132,855 famihes — almost 19 per 
cent — received such assistance. The group of persons 
represented by this number equals neady one-fifth of the 
Jewish population of the Pale and comprises members of 
all occupations. From 1894 to 1898 the families aided in* 
creased from 85,183 to 108,933, an inoease of 37*9 per cent 
That soch a laxge proportion are dependent on diarity 
can be readily understood when we fnramine the rate of 
wages. Tailoring, as we have seen, is the principal industry, 
and a tailor who works an average of 14 honrs per day 
earns only 125 to 150 roubles {£12, los. to £1 5) a year, whilst 
the normal family budget in a small town is estimated at 
300 roubles (£30). Even in the brush-making trade, the 
best organized industry in the Pale, the maximum wage 
ranges from 5 to 8 roubles (los. to i6s.), and the minimum 
from 5 25 roubles to 75 kopecks (los. 6d. to is. 6d.) ^ ; but 
even this income was not constant, for the weeks of regular 
employment varied from 46 to 25. Throughout the Pale 
6 or 8 roubles a week are considered a very fair wage, but 
the ordinary wage is probably nearer 5 roubles (los.).* 
The cost of liviqg for the Jew is also greater than for the 
Christian, as he most pay more for kosher meat, provide for 
the Hebrew edncatkm of his children, and observe the 

^ Report to Internaticnud SorfaHif Congruss, Paris, 1900. 
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Sabbaths and festivals with something better than the 
ordinary fare of the week. The general poverty of the masses 
reacts unfavourably upon the earnings of the professional 
classes, in whkh thm is an over-wpply of lawyers, doctors, 
and taachers, who make np an inteUectoal proletariat. 
Many graduate lawyers are foreed to lemam bank decks at 
tvpenty ihiUiQgs a week, and it » not mmsnal lor do 
raoeiYefees v»ryfi^lrom7id. to xod. loravi^ 
bouse. Thescantinewof tiioeainings of Jewish physidana 
is shown by their eagerness to obtahi appointosents in tiie 
service of the mimic^ or ooonty anihoritta (siiiisfi^ 
salary for which does not exceed £too to £uo a year. 
Cases of religious conversion in Russia are more frequent 
among the intellectual and professional classes than among 
the rest of the population, not only because tlic ties of faith 
are weaker but because the prospects of material rev\ ard are 
greater. But despite the bad economic conditions there are 
comparatively few confirmed paupers in the Jewish com- 
munity, that is, people who can but will not work and who 
live entirely by chtfity. If a Jew cannot succeed in one 
calling he promptly adopts another, and he is a veiitable 
qnick-changa artist ''ia the variety of his vocatkms. Ha 
k a pedlar, teadier, eommtsBkm egent, precentor, and 
OMRiage-bfoker, by tmns, rognlaity conaoiiiig bimsdf with 
the thoiic^t that God wiU hdp/' and invalid 
help his ns(g)iboQr* It is in regard to edstanoes sndi as 
thoe that Dr. Max Nordan orined the eaqiresskm Lmfi* 
m$Hschen, people whose only apparent means of sobsistenoe 
is the air they breathe. 

A particularly distressing picture of the Jews in Odessa 
was revealed by Brodowski some years ago.^ In 1S99 there 
were 8500 families, comprising 48,500 souls, or one- third of 
the Jewish population, who lived in such abject poverty 
that they depended upon a free grant of 120 to 160 lb. coal 
for the entire winter and 40 lb. of matzos for the eight 
days of Passover — ^ior a family of eight 1 About another 
30*000 penons were also on the verge of sinking into this 
category, so that over half of the Jews in Odessa lived in 

* JMiwkt Sfwtfifih, pp. tij ■Qf- 
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dire poverty. Of 6o,000 patients in the hospitals nearly 
33,000 were Jews," although these formed only a third of the 
population. On the average 63 per cent of the dead had to 
be buried free, and a further 20 per cent at the lowest rates. 
Odessa has the largest clothing industry in Russia, but the 
supply of labour was greater than the demand, and tailors 
could earn very little. Shoemakers were reported to earn 
from 38. 6d. to 78. a week, whilst other artisans, such as 
joinerB, plumbers, and painters, earned as much as 50s. a 
month and refrained from taking charity. Dealers in old 
clothes earned only 406. a month, but to get together thehr 
stodc they had often to borrow xos. in the morning and 
return it with 6d. interest in iSbe evening. In the cigarette 
factories women competed with men, who had to be content 
wifb an average wage of aos. a month. Seamstmses earned 
only a penny for sewing a shirt and a halfpenny for a pair of 
drawers, whilst little children helped towards keeping them- 
selves alive by sewing buttons and hooks on cards for ijd. 
a day. About two-thirds of the dwellings were damp ; 
most of the poor Jews lived in cellar hovels where a wretched 
lamp burned by day and night, and in many cases two or 
three families lived in a single room. Were it not for tlie 
charity received from their own brethren the poor Jews of 
Odessa, as of the rest of Russia, would be unable to exist at 
all ; but although the Russian Government compels the 
Jewish communities to support their own poor out of the 
proceeds of a special tax (levied principally on hoiher meat). 
Hie local authcmties have ^e control of this revenue and 
allow the communities only so mudi as they deem sufficient 
for an economic budget, the balance being kept for the public 
treasury. 

In Galida and Rumania the conditions are little better 

than in Russia, but the outlook is not so dismal. Although 
the Jews form only 11 '09 per cent of the population in 
Galicia they comprise 44 8 per cent of those without any 
fixed occupation, an index of distress that requires little 
commentary. But their position on the whole is not so 
bad as that of the general ])opulation, as in all the towns 
of Galida, exssept C-xacow, they contain a larger proportion 
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tiian tbo Qaistians of iBbo&B wbo pay an income-tax of 
100 Kronen (£4) or more * But the misery in the countries 
of the Orient is much more appalling. In Tripoli two-thirds 
of the Jews live in utter penury, and even the rest have 
no sure means of subsistence, whilst in Algeria 68 per 
cent are poor and depend on charity, 30 per cent are 
well-to-do with a daily income of at least a franc, and 
only 2 per cent have independent means.* In Palestine, 
where in 1880 as many as 30,000 of the 35^000 Jews lived 
wholly or mainly upon the charity l eoc iv cd from their 
bxelhxeii abroad (the Clmiuka), the economic satnation 
has snoe conadccably iBspsoved, but there aie now still 
55»ooo oot of aa incnased popiilatbii of zoo^ooo wbo aie 
solely depeodeat vpaa this means of sobsistenoe.* The 
prospects in Palestine, as shown by the oontinaed im- 
p ro v ement of tiie last decade» are hapefnl ; bat the same 
cannot be said of the near fatme in Eastern Emope. Dr. 
Ruppin, writing at the beginning of 1911, predicted that 
there would be an advance in the economic position of 
the Jews in Eastern Europe during the next few decades * ; 
but the events of the three years that have since elapsed 
certainly give no ground for such optimism. He refers 
to an increasing penetration of tlie Jews from the Pale 
of Settlement to other parts of Russia, but the last few 
years have witnessed a contrary movement — a systematic 
driving of the Jews long settled outside the Pale back 
to its cheerless confines. Their commercial depression in 
zgxa was quite epidemic in diaracter : fxom X5th November 
Z91Z to X5th November 19x2 tiiere were 2003 bnsfaiess 
faihues in 388 towns* involviBf a dear loes of 270,308^38 
roobles (about £17.030,833).* The recent economic legisla> 
tkm in Rumania and Galicia has also been the xevene 
of beneficial to the podtion of iSbt Jews, whilst the effect 
of the war in the Balkans will not be e&u:ed for many 

• Dr. J. Thon, DU Juden in OesUrrnch, p. 136. 

• I. Zoilachn. Dmi J b un m prnfi m, p. 459. 

• Dr, B. Aiwrfaftch, PmUtsHna ah Jmimlmi, p. If. 

• Die Juden derCes^enwcirt, p. 66. 

• ZsiUckhJt /Sr Dtmographu im Jwim, i^xj, p. 93. 
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years. ^ The only avenue of immediate relief open to the 
Jews in the large misery-stricken zone of the East is 
migration, to which all who can scrape together the 
necessary iaie are betaking themselves in hundreds of 
thousaiids every 3^ear. But the flow of emigration does 
not icHeve the pressure at home to any notable extent, 
as the dimmutkm at prodnoen Is accompanied by a 
shnnhaneoos decline of conaomeni, so that in the self- 
contained economic Hfe of the Jews, tiie resultant position 
is pretty mnch the same as before. 

* It is significant of thc'economic dcpresfdon caused by the Balkan War 
that in the Jewish community of Bu(lai)( st the communal taxes in the 
year 19x2-13 produced 155.000 crowns less than had been estiinated, 
and that in Coswtantinople the receipts from tbt tax oa ibof*«rmeat wera 
reduced by more than half (by 30,000-40.000 iruict), necessitatiiig tiw 
closing of the Rabbinical S( niinary {Jewish Chronicle, 20th Juneigi ?. 
p. 15). The Budapest community has been compelled to raise the 
communal taxes, whereupon many members of the so-called "assimi- 
latad ** dtm bave Moeded (Dm WeU, 17th July 19x4). 
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MIGRATIONS 

The vastncjvs of Jewish migration — Extent of immigration into 
the United States — Character of emigration — Occupation of 
immigrants — Material positicMi — Immigration into other bad^ 
TlM haidiliipt of «mi0ntioo' 

THE vastmigratiofi of the Jews from EasteraEorope 
during ihit last thirty yean is one of tiie most 
striking events not only in modem history but in 
tile entire history of the Jews. It can compare in charac- 
ter with their dispersion from Palestine in the first century, 
and siir])a<ses in point of numbers even their expulsion 
from S}>ain in 1492. The principal land to which they 
have flocked in quest of a refuge from persecution and 
distress is the United States of America, in which over 
tw ) and a quarter miUion have settled since 1880. The 
other lands of refuge, England, Canada, Aigentine* South 
Africa, and Australia, as well as the western conntries 
of tiie European Continent, Egypt, and Palestine, lum 
alao received since that year, upon a modeiate comr 
patatkm, half a mOUoa Jews; so that in aU 2,750,000 
Jews, or more than one-fifth ol the entire Jewish popula- 
¥ tlon in the world, have pennanoitly transplanted tiieir 
homes to other lands during the last thirty yeais.^ Until 
z88i ^e volume of migration was comparatively small. 
In the fifty years from 1821 to 1870 only 7550 Jews from 
Russia entered the United States, though in the next 
decade the total amounted to 41.057.* But it was not 
until 1881, when the Jews were overwhelmed by the 

> See Appendix on Immigratioii to Nortll AaMtloa. 
* J§muh Eneytiopmdia, vol. vuLp.584» 
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first epidemic of pogroms, burdened by oppressive laws, 
and faced by economic misery, that the stream of migration 
to the havens oi liberty began to swell into full tide. 

The immigration into the United States, which forms 
about four-fifths of the total current, is deserving of some 
detailed examination. Fiom zst Jutjr 1880 to 30th June 
1913 the number of Jews of all rogioaa vrbo settled in 
tills countiy was 3,358,146, of whom 1,357,133, or 60 per 
cent, came from Russia alone. The exact numbers from 
other countries who migrated to the IMted States in 
this period are not known, as until 1898 only the immigrants 
from Russia were separately recorded, whilst all the rest 
were simply put down as " from other countries " ; but in 
the ten years, 1898-1908, in which Jewish immigration 
reached its maximum point (932,631), Russia contributed 
71-47 per cent, Austria - Hungary 17 07 per cent, and 
Rumania 5 55 per cent, whilst 5*91 per cent came 
from other countries. The rise and fall of the immigration 
from Russia clearly reflects the conditions of the time, the 
years of the pogroms showing a higher figure than either 
the year before or after. Thus in 1880-81 there were 
8193 immigrants from that country; in 1881-83, the 
year ci riots and the notorious May Laws, the number 
rose to 17,497, but in tiie foUowiog tw^e months it fdl 
to 6907. Shudlari]^, in 1890-91 the numiber was 43,145, 
rising to 764x7 in the following pogrom-stricken year, 
and falling to 35,626 in tiie year 1892-93. Again, in 

1904- 05 the number of immigrants from Rus^a was 92,388, 
rising in the next two years to the highest figures on 
record, 125,234 in 1905-06 and 114,932 in 1906-07, and 
dropping again in 1907-08 to 71,978. The total number of 
Jews who entered the United States in the two years 

1905- 07 was 302,930, which exceeds the accepted estimate 
of the number who were expelled frc^m Spain over four 
centuries ago, namely, 300,000. The percentage of 
Jewish immigrants contributed by Russia to this coimtry 
since 1898 has fluctuated between 60 8 and 81*4, the 
maximum being readied in the memorable year 1905-06. 
Austria-Huiigaiy has contributed 193,587 Jews from 
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1898 to 1 91 1, probably nine-tenths coming from Galicia 
alone. The emigration from Rumania first assumed 
serious dimensions in 1899, upon a tightening of the 
screw of an ti- Jewish legislation. According to tlie report 
of the Rumanian Minister of the Interior (MoniUur 
Oificicl, 13th August 1906), the number of Jews who emi- 
giated iiom tiie country in 1899-1905 was 55,000, of which 
about 40,000 went t(^ the United States ; and as a ooo idii^ 
to the AflMfkan Immigratioii authorities 57,0x5 Jews 
from Rumania settled in tiie United States between 
ZS98 and 19x1, we may faiily assome that abont 80,000 
Jews in all left Rumania in ^t period for vaiioos parts. 
The perce n tage which^the Jews hsfe formed of tiie total 
body of imnO ^ tion into " tiie land of tiie afamgh ty do8ar '* 
has fluctuated in recent years between 8 and 16, wliilst 
for the period 1880-1912 the annual average was 11 6 per 
cent. The highest proportion was 26 i per cent in 1894-95. 
The ceaseless tide of immigration has naturally resulted 
in a rapid mcrease of the Jewish population. In 1848 
the Jews in the United States numbered only 50,000, 
in 1880 there were 200,000, and in 1888 already 400,000, 
whilst they steadily rose to 937,800 in 1897, to 1,136^240 
in 1902, to 1,777,185 in 1907, and to 8,044.762 in 1910. 
The migratkm of the Jews has a distinctive character 

" of its own. Among other nations it is only the yoong and 
individoal male members of the family who leave tiieir 
native coontry to seek their fortune in other climes, and 
they generally go fortiii with the intention of retaining 
bome» or at leaSit revWting it, after th^ have an MB sed 
somewealtii. AmoogUi^Jewsitisnotyoangorindividaal 

. or male members of tiie family who emigrate, but entire 
families, men and women, old and younjt:^, grandparents 
and sucklings ; they leave their native soil not to seek any 
fortune but simply a modest living in peace and security ; 
and they do not go forth with any intention of returninej 
home, for they sell up tlu ir home before they leave, deter- 
mined — though the rcs(^>lve is not without a pang — not 
to retrace their steps to a land charged with bitter memories. 
The proportion of women and girls to men and boys among 
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the Jewish immigrants to America is the relation of 46 to 
54 per cent, a much higher proportion than among other 
nationalities. Thus, for every 1000 males of the general 
body of imniigraxits there were sSa females in 1906-07, 
and 544 in 1907-08 ; whereas for every 1000 males in the 
Jewish group there were 852 females in 1906-07 and 837 
hi Z907-<»8. Another striking featnie is that diildren 
form alxmt one-fourth of the Jewish immigrants. The 
American Immigration Commis^onerB divide all aixivalB 
into three classes as r^ards age— (a) those mider fourteen 
years, (6) those between fourteen and forty-five years, and 
(e) those over forty-five. By far the greater portion of 
Jewish immigrants belong to the middle class, the able- 
bodied and wage-earning section, which varied from 65 
to 73 per cent of the total group of Jewish arrivals 
in the period 1 898-1 911, though in the general body of 
immigrants this class generally forms 80 per cent. In this 
same period the proportion of the children among Jews 
fluctuated between 21 and 28 per cent, whilst those above 
forty-five years of age only formed from 4 to 7 per cent. 
In most cases the father of the family sets out for the new 
land first, and as soon as he has established a firm footing 
there and saved something he sends steamship tidcets 
home for his wife and children or otiier relatives. In the 
calendar year 191a the total of 64,738 Jewish immigrants 
conqmsed 9x24 families, 6516 consisting of wives and 
children come to join husbands and fatiiers who had 
already ''made good," as the American expression is, 
and the remaining 2598 being complete families. 

Of the two and a quarter million Jews who have entered 
America during the last thirty years only a small fraction 
has again left the country, unlike the Italians, who, after 
saving up for twenty years or more, return to spend their 
fortune in their native land. Thus, in 1909-10 the Jews 
formed only 675 per cent of the immigrants who left 
America, and 7*01 per cent in 1910-11, whilst the Italians 
formed 24*7 per cent in the former and 40*12 per cent 
in the latter year. Even in 1907-08, the years of economic 
dqwession, when 387,371 non*Jewish immigrants left the 
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country, only 7702 Jews joined them, forming 7*44 per 
cent, whilst the Italians constituted 42*3 per cent. 
Sunilarly the Jews iom a very small proportion oi the 
immigrants who have already been in the country once 
before, the " birds of pesMg^" as they are technically 
called. In 1908-09 only 4-39 per cent of the Jewish 
tonwigHUtts weie biids of passage," ulieieas tiie pro- 
portion was neariy ftve times as lifjk, 21*19 per cent, 
among the g«ieral body of immigra nts. 

There are also distinctive eharacteristics attaching to 
the Jewish imnfgimts into America in respect of oocnpa- 
tions. In the period 1889-1911, 70 per cent belonged to 
the liberal professions, 37-3 per cent were skilled artisans, / 
17*2 per cent belonged to varied occupations, whilst those 
without any occupation formed the apparently high 
proportion of 44*8 per cent. Teachers (29 6 per cent) 
and musicians (21 3 per cent) provide half of the group 
of liberal professions, among which authors, journalists, 
engineers, doctors, scholars, and scientists are also included. 
The proportion of the representatives of science, art, and 
Mteratnre among the emigrants from Russia is twelve 
times as great as their ratio to the Jewish population : 
Him Is tiie people robbed of Its teadien and thinken.^ 
Of file fldrty natkmalstles tiiat flooded into Ameika In 
Z9X0-ZX the Jews showed tiie highest percentage of skilled 
srtisans, 42*9, and the lowest percentage of members ol 
« varied occupations, 14*4— « sufficient testimony to their 
economic worth * It is furthermore notable that in tiie 
period 1889-1911 the Jewish contingent of American 
immigration provided 52 "91 per cent of all the skilled 
artisans, whilst 19*87 per cent of that contingent con- 
sisted of men and women engaged in the various branches 
of the clothing industry', as tailors, seamstresses, milliners, 
capmakers, and furriers. The two other skilled trades 
largely rej)rescnted are shoemaking and cabinetmaking. 
On the other hand, business men and shopkeepers form a 
very low proportloa : in the period idS^-ZQZZ tiiey onfy 

>fW. W. Kiptaa-Kogaa, Di§ Wa»dtrtmmgungtu tkr Juim, pp. 135-7. 
'iitf^p. XS3. 
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averaged 4*6 per cent per annum. The obvious reason 
for their paucity is that they have not such good prospects 
as artisans in a land whose language and general conditions 
are strange to them ; they cannot take their business 
and goodwill with tliem, whereaa an artisan has only to 
take his skill with hinL The qiparently large pisroentage 
of Jewish tmnrigrants without any occupatkm, 44*8, Is 
natimlly due to the high proportion of diildren and non- 
en^loyed women which they con^riae, hut if we diminate 
these two classes the percentage of those without a 
vocation is fomd to vary only between Z175 and 18*25 
per cent in entire pefiod 1889-1911.^ 

In one respect only does the Jewish compare unfavour- 
ably with the non-Jewish immigrant, namely, in respect 
of his financial position. In the entire period 1899-1911 
the averaf^e amount per head brought by the Jewish 
immigrants to America fluctuated between 7*30 and 2i'5 
dollars, whilst that brought by the general body of immi- 
grants fluctuated between 15 and 33*4 dollars. In no 
year was the average amount brought by a Jewish immi- 
grant even equal to the average of the general body. This 
poor monetary equipment is largely due to the big pro- 
portion which children and married women form of 
the Jewish oontingoit : in the first plac^ the Jews spend 
* more of their scanty fortune upon the passage of their 
families, and, secondly, the aggregate amount of money 
brought by them is divMed by the entire number of imnd- 
grants^men, women, and diil^ben. In the period 1899* 
1911 only an average of 5 per cent of the Jewish immigrants 
had 50 dollars or more, whilst in 1909-10 29*4 per cent 
had less than 50 dollars, and 63 8 per cent had nothing at 
all. Even if we deduct the children from the calculation 
we still find that 25 to 30 per cent of the Jewish immigrants 
are without means.* The past year (191 2), however, has 
shown a considerable improvement, as the total amount 
brought by them was 1,750,952 dollars, which is equivalent 
to a little over 27*04 dollars per head ; and if we deducted 

> W. W. Kaplim-Kosas, IF«iiM#MfiMfMi Ar /wbii, p. S33. 
* Ibid,, p, 133. 
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the 6526 families that came to join husbands and parents 
the amount per head would even be 45 29 dollars.* But 
this rise signifies not so much an improvement in the 
general position of the Russian or Galician Jew as an 
increased severity of the commissioners in applying the 
immigration regulations. The total monetary value of 
the Jewish immigrants in 191 2 has been estimated at 
aeven million dolUn» which includes the cost of steamship 
and nuhoad tnmpoTt, money in hand* head-tax, luggage- 
tranqxnrt, etc. — and which shows the amount ol o^tal of 
whicb Russia dq>rives itself m a ngle year. 

The influx d Jews into otlier oomtrieB is nmnrrically 
moeh infierior to ^ immigntion into the United States, 
Imt it is in every case of in^ortanoe as contributing to 
the local population a working-class donent attached for 
the most part to religions traditions. Second in point of 
favour to America is England, but the exact extent of 
Je\dsh immigration cannot be ascertained, as the official 
• statistics do not register the religion or nationality of 
immigrants but only their land of origin, and a good pro- 
portion are included among them who are men ly trans- 
migrants, that is, who make a brief stay in England prior 
to continuing their voyage to America, South Africa, or 
Australia. Dr. Ruppin estimates that 190,000 }ew8 settled 
in En^^d in 1881-1908, but this is obviously an over- 
estimate, as the present Jewish po[Milation is piobabfy 
not move than 370,000, and as there were only 60,000 
Jews in x88o,* no allowanoe is made lor the natoral iamr 
ment during the last thirty yeats. We shall, theretoe, 
not be far wrong in estimating the mnnber of immigranfts 
sinoe 1881 at 150,000, 80 per cent of whom have come 
from Russia. Of the other English-speaking countries 
Canada has probably received 65,000, South Africa 35,000, 
and Australasia 3000, whilst the Argentine has probably 
admitted 40,000, Germany 45,000, France 60,000, Belgium 
10,000^ i^^gypt 25,000, and Palestine 40,000. Apart irom all 

1 Report of tlM Htfbiw Shdtelaf aad Xmmicn&t Aid 9oG^ 

Nov York. 

^Jmrnk BfKydap m H; voL ¥. ^ 174. 
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these countries smaller settlements of Russian, Rumanian, 
and Galician Jews have also been formed during the last 
quarter of a century in Holland, Scandinavia, Denmark, and 
Switzerland. 

These ceaseless wanderings of Israel in search of a 
home are accompanied by countless hardships. Russia, like 
Egypt of old, will not let the people go — ^without a passport, 
the purchase of which involves repeated delays and a fee 
that is not alwa]^ within the means of the would-be 
emigrant : hence dosensare smnggled over the frontier in the 
dead of ni^^ by " agents " at the risk of being shot by a 
sentry. The industrial troubles that prevailed in England 
and America at the end ol the nineteenth and beginning d \ 
the twentieth century were all visited upon the heads of * 
the alien immigrants, and severe restrictive laws were 
passed to prevent their unchecked entry, which were also 
adopted in various forms by the Argentine, Canada, South 
Africa, and Australia. Good health, the prospect of being 
able to earn a living, and the possession of a sum of money 
varying from {4 in the United States to £20 in South 
Africa, are the qualifications demanded of all who would 
pass through the guarded portals of liberty. These regula- 
tions are administered so severely, and often so capriciously, 
by the immigration officials that they often form an 
effective barrier to the persecuted Jew in search of a refuge. 
Many an emigrant who has been certified by Russian or 
German oculists as free from trachoma has been declared 
hy the medical ofltors at EIHs Island to be suffering from 
this disease, and thus, alter having sold up his belongings 
to buy the passage, he is turned back homeleSB and hopeless, 
perchance even parted from wife and children. During 
the last few years there has, indeed, been a sUght diminution 
in the proportion of those rejected by the American 
authorities : in 1911 there were 787 out of 61,500, equal 
to 1-279 P^r cent, whilst in 1912 there were only 640 out 
of 64,738, equal to -988 per cent. But even this last 
record represents over twelve p>ersons every week doomed 
to recross the Atlantic in despair. The anti-alien agitation 
^ in England* so far as its economic aspect is concerned, has 
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iadiafaaltionbletaielniifi^^ 

and beodes there has been a marked dedine of ahea 
immigratioo into this oonntry, from 27,541 in 1907 to 
18,856 in 191 1, a faU of more tlutn 33 per cent in five yeais. 

In America, however, the agitation for increasing still 
furtherthe restrictions of admission continues undiminished, 
but it is In ing valiantly and \agilantly coml »att d by the 
Jewish community.* The hardsliips ul emigration are to 
a certain extent mitigated by the labours of a dozen 
benevolent organizations on both sides of the Atlantic, 
and it has been ])roposed to supplement these by a Jewish 
Emigradon Bank, to prevent the loss of a big proportion 
of the money sent by immigraits in America to their 
relativss in Russia and to save emigrants from the wiles 
of miicriqmloai shipping S0snts. Bat the peculiar tnbnl*- 
ticos of the Jewish en^psat* thooi^ they may grow VesB» 
are never likely to disappear. 

I The Jewish Immigrants' Information BvreM at Galveston, which 
was (stablished in 1907 with the object of divcrtini;: the stream of Jewish 
immigration from the eastern to the southern and western regions of the 
United States, is shortly to be dosed, owing mainly, according to Mr. 
Jacob B. SqM (tlM SMHwIar ol tiM aovMMt wludi liM tWM dii^^ 
from tlkt Snropean side by the Jewish Territorial Or l icatioo), to tfM 
hostility of the officials at Galveston, who excluded a higher percentage 
of immigrants {5) tlian their colleagues at the eastern ports (125 per 
cent). The " Galveston movement," however, has accompUshcd its 
pnipooa in qpening up the paAto tlMitoH«Qa|MMporttoCtSolMM 
St^m {JmM Ckmitm, JtOf 1914). 
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THE INTELLECTUAL ASPECT 

INTRODUCTION 

The Jefwiah intellect and its tems of activity^Xhe evolntloii ol 
inteUectnal pto greei 

THE intellectual gifts of the Jew have been mani- 
fested in such countless and impressive forms that 
they have been acknowledged by friend and foe 
alike. Whatever be the faults with which the adversary ol 
the Jew may rqproach him he xeadily adsdts his hi^ 
capacity, thooc^ he tties to neutralise the admissioii by 
conceding the Jew onl^ talent and denying him genius. 



We shall conflider later whether there is any 












for this view. Fcr the present we merdy wish to point 
out that the Jewish mind is the product of an age-long 
process of selective development, steeled and tempered by 
the fires of persecution, and that the forms in which it 
expresses itself are inevitably shaped and coloured by a 
complexity of historic, religious, and social influences. 
Even in the Bible, unanimously acknowledged as the 
Jew's most valuable and enduring contribution to the 
treasury of the world's thought, there may be traced a 
number of distinct mental attitudes — the legal, the spiritual, 
the mystic, the rational, and even the romantic. This 
diversity of intellectual attitude or proclivity was likewise 
manifested in the Middle Ages, when, side by side with 
Talmudical literature, science and i^ulosophy were also 
Gidtivated, and mai^ a Rabbi was distingoiBhed as a 
physician or an astronomer. But at no peiiod in Jewish 
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htttofy was this divenity to stiikiiig and nmltifarious as 
at the iwaeni day. 

Untfl the dawn at the social and political emandpatiati 
d the Jews at the end ol the ei^fwrfh century, their 
inte]]ectnalHfe,onthewiiole, wasof a ontf onn and ^edfi^ 
caHy Jewish character, for they were sundered by Ghetto 
walls from external infliu ncxs. They were trained in 
traditional Hebrew lore in the schools of the Synagogue 
and nurtured on Jewish ideals ; with the exception of a 
Spinoza or a Siisskind of Trimberg, they devoted them- 
selves mainly to the study and enrichment of their own 
national literature ; and even when they occupied them- 
selves with alien subjects they still laboured in a Jewish 
miiku and retained a Jewish outlook. But with the 
advent of emancipation a radical change set in. This first 
asserted itsdtf in the sphere of education, where the tradi- 
tional lore waa gradnaUy nsnrped by modem knofvdedge, 
and thenspread to all other vptkonMid intePectnal endeavoor. 
But it waa only in the lands of the West that this change 
waa allowed fne play ; in the East it was at first met with 
active resistance, and even later it waa nnable to make the 
same progress as in the lands of liberty owing to the social 
and pohtical servitude of the local Jewries. Hence, modern 
Jev^Ty is divided into two great camps in the world of 
culture. The Eastern camp has remained faithful to the 
traditions and ideals of Israel, and has also in the last 
hundred years produced an abundant literature of its own 
in Hebrew and Yiddish ; whilst the Western camp has 
energetically participated in all the labours and strivings 
of modern culture and achieved many an important 
triumph in different spheres. Between the two there is a 
golf yMch Zionism is trying to bridge over by the creatioii 
of a Jewish land, in which Jews ahiQl co-operate in all the 
movements of modem culture, working under the inflnenoe 
of their own national ^lirit and through the medium cf 
their ov^n national language. 
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EDUCATION 

Jewish education originally religious in character and purpose- 
Transition to secular education in eij^htccnth century — Attendance at 
Jewish and non-Jewish schools — Abnormal percentage at Western 
universities — Anomalous conditions in Galicia — The Chcder in 

RoMia— Legal rwtrietioiit In RiuBi»~Bdmllaii In Sntp^ 
Bdncatioii a stepping-iloiie to MnitniHitioii 

THE parsait of knowledge bat alwi^ formed a 
ciinihial ideal in Jewish life, bat the oonoeption 
of its neture and purpose lias undeigone a diange 
in the process of time. Until the middle of the eighteenth 
century the sole object of study was to produce a good 
Jew, that is, a rehgious Jew, and hence the scheme of 
education in all the Jewries of Europe was designed to 
imy)art an intimate and comprehensive knowledge of 
rcii.Ljious lore. It consisted of systematic instruction in 
the Torah and the Talmud and their manifold comment- 
aries, a course that was difficult and voluminous enough 
to occupy the mind of the Jew from infancy to manhood* 
and indeed a sage of the Talmud devised a quaint pro- 
gramme to cover this inqxvtant period of developmait.^ 
The woriL of education was conducted mostly in a private 
sdiool styled a CMer, which literally means " room," 
and which generally consisted of the sole fiTiog-room of 
the teacher, in whidi his wife, with her children abont her, 
plied her domestic duties whilst the lessons went on the 

> liishnah. Aboth, chap. v. : " At five years the age is readied for tbt 
Stadv <-f the Scripture, at ten for the study of the Mishnah, at thirtr^f-n 
for the fuUilnv ni of the commandinents, at liltern for the study of the 
Talmud, at eighteen for marriago, at twenty for &eekiag a Uveiibood.'* 

15 
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wtnoHB day. The niimlMr of pu|A at eadi CMsr was 
fimited by its seating capacity, wliidi was none too large, 
though there were generally two or three classes. gradQcl 

according to age and capacity, which attended at dii^erent 
hours. The curriculum comprised tlie reading of the 
Hebrew prayer book, the translation of the Bible and its 
cantillation according to the traditional S5rstem of accents, 
the study of the numerous commentaries upon the Penta- 
teuch and the rest of the Bible, Hebrew cursive writing, 
the study of tlie religious codex, the Shulchan Aruch 
(" Table Prepared "), and finally that of the monmnental 
thesaurus of Jewish law, doctrine, and traditkm— the , 
Talmud. The tuitioii was imparted through the medium 
of Yiddish and in anything but a methodical fashion, for the | 
teacher {Me hmm ^ i ) rmfy had any other qualificatioa 
cq>t his imfltnfas for other calKogs, rdieved by imMffimdied { 
pkty; hat emy pafent-coosklmditarel^si^ 
aeod his chikbren to the Ck$iet, and even to make a self- 
sacrifice for tile purpose. The Chtiw was attended* as a 
rule, only by boys, tiie importance of the education of the 
girls being discounted by the inferior position of their sex i 
in the synagogue, but the children of well-to-do parents ; 
were taught at home by a private tutor. Besides the I 
Chedarim, of which there were a number in every Jewish 
town, there was also a communal school for the education of i 
poor and orphan children, styled a Talmud Torah (" Study of 
the Law ' ') ,which was maintained by voluntary contributions 
and provided the same course of instruction. The pupils 
of a Talmud Torah were also often supplied with free food 
and clothing. The ambitious student, or he who wished 
to adopt the career of a Rabbi, contumed his studies m a 
Tahnndlcal college or ystMfta, and even went Icom one 
YesMtf to anotiier to gather wisdcmi torn the famoos 
Rabbis who presided over these institutions. The youtfi 
who esceiled in Tahnndical kandag and failed to equip 
himself for a woildly vocatioQ had no cause to fear the 
future, for he was sure that his accomplishments would be 
detected and appreciated by the well-to-do father of a 
marriageable daughter, who would gladly take him as his 
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son-in-law, keep him for the first two years after marriage, 
and then provide him with the means of a future hvehhood. 
Even after assuming the burden of a family the pious Jew 
still continued the study of theTorah in his leisure moments, 
in literal fulfilment of the Biblical injunction : " This book 
of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou shalt 
meditate therein day and night." ^ 

The whole scheme of education throughout the Mf^^^l^. 
Ages was thus dedicated to a xeUgious puipose. Secular 
knowledge was pursued only secondarily and spasmodi- 
cally, and that too only by adults : the three piindpal 
SDbjects favoured beuig medicine, philosophy, and aa- 
trononiy, in each of which, particularly the first, the Jews 
acquired a more than local renown. But abont the 
middle of the eighteenth century, owing to Hhe increasing 
intercoorse of Jews with Christians, the importance of 
secular education, and especially of being able to speak 
and write the vernacular, was more and more recognized, 
and hence a desire arose to supplement the religious with 
a secular training. This tendency was actively fostered 
by Moses Mendelssohn, the apostle of enlightenment 
among the Jews, and by his various disciples, and it was 
considerably furthered by his German translation of the 
Pentateuch, which at length provided his generation, 
who had hitherto spoken only Yiddish, with a key to 
modem culture. The promoters of this secular movement 
were animated by mingled— motives of humanism and 
patriotism : they wished to widen the mental horison of 
thefar fdlow-Jews by teaching ihem the veniacular and 
tiie most necessary branches of general knowledge in order 
to make them tiie social and iateUectoal equals of their 
Christian neighbours and tiius strengthen tiieir daim to 
political equality. Laudable as tlds movement was it 
encountered the bitterest opposition from most of the 
Rabbis, and the battle which ensued raged with varying 
intensity in different parts of Europe and has not yet 
terminated to this day in certain regions of Eastern Europe. 
The antagonism to secular learning arose from the fear 

ijofih. i.S. 
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tlimt it woidd idtmiftMy iinip die pUee ^ 

ing and thus estrange the Jem horn the faitii of his fore* 

fathers, a fear that has unfortunately been proved in a 
great measure to be justified. But the march of progress 
could not be stayed by Rabbinical bans, and the enthusiasm 
of modem learning that was kindled by Mendelssohn's 
devotees, Hartwng Wessely. David Friedlander, and Daniel 
Itzig, became infectious. In 1778 the first modem Jewish 
school was founded in Berlin by David Friedlander, and 
this served as a model for other institutions that arose 
soon after in different parts of Gennany, Aii8tria» Italy, 
and England. Since then modem educatkm has spread 
steadily throughout tiie Jewish communities of Western 
Emope and Amcika, and it has also been introdooed 
among fhe Jewries at the Orient ; but in Tarioos parts 
ol Rusim and Galick Ihe c o n d i t i o ns stiU rasembfe tiiose 
tint prevailed a handled years ago. 

The seal that had foimeriy been devoted to religioas hire 
has now been transferred to secular learning, and the mental 
acumen that had been sharpened by Talmudical dialectics 
has asserted itself in the rapid acquisition of modem 
culture. The Jew s did not wait for the establishment of free 
schools by the State but founded their own schools, in which 
the Hebrew and religious curriculum was preserved side by 
side with the secular instmction. The name Talmud Torah 
was also retained for these institutions in various cases, and 
was only dropped later when the growing claims of the 
secular subjects caused a reduction in the amoimt of re- 
ligious tuition. With the advance of the civil and political 
emancipation of the Jews in Western £arope and the intio* 
dnction of con^MilBOfy edncation tiiey soon availed then* 
selves of the boon of the Gcrannient sdio(^ thoii|[^ tl^ 
natorally piafemd to send their diUdien to ^eir own com* 
nmnal nstahHthtnents, wfasce they oonld receive a rdlgioas 
as wettasasecolar training, and iitoe, mofeofver, ti^ 
grow up in a Jewish atmosphere. In no country, however, 
could the resources of the community keep pace with the 
growing educational requirements of its population, and 
hence increasing attendance at the State schools was inevit- 
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able. To such an extent has this developed that in the 
Jewish quarters of great cities^ such as London,^ New 
York, and Chicago, there are Government schools that are 
wholly or almost wholly attended by Jewish pupils. In 
fact the great bulk of Jewish childr^ in the Western world 
receive their edncation in mnnidpalschools. The proportion 
of Jewish dementaiy school ddldren attending non- Jewish 
schools m Pmssia actually amounts to three-fourths,* and 
the number of Jewish sdiolars at higher grade institutions 
is out of all proportion to their population. In the Prussian 
middle schools the percentage of Jewish pupils is four times 
as large as the ratio of all Jewish pupils to the total number 
of pupils, in the higher girls' schools it is about ten times £ls 
large, and in the higher boys' schools (" gymnasia," 
modem schools, etc.) it is about eight times as large.^ A 
similar disproportion of the Jewish to non-Jewish scholars ^ 
is found in several public schools in England (London and 
Manchester) and America.* This abnormally high share in 
advanced education is commonly attributed to the fact 
that the Jews are almost ^tirely an urban people, largely 
eqgaged in conunerdal puxsuits, who have therefore both 
more opportunity and inclination to attend educational 
institutions and also more need of the knowledge acquired 
there. But tiie cardinal motive consists in the Jewish 
esteem of knowledge for its own sake, derived from tiie 
devotion lavished for centuries upon the study of tiie Torah 
and the Talmud : even the poorest family is ready to make 
a sacrihce in the interests of the education of a promising 
child. Not only do Jewish children form an abnormal per- 
centage of the scholars at public schools, but they often 
display an unusual aptitude, particularly in languages, 
history, and mathematics, and it is a frequent phenomenon 
at British and American schools that they carry oft an undue 
proportioii oi the prizes and scholarships. 

^ Ac(X)rding to tiw latest statistics less than one-fifth of the Jewish 
school childn'ii in trrcater London :itt< rid U'^^'^ish clcmctitary schools, 
naoKly, 7184 out ot a total of 37,23'> I /cwish YearBook, 1912, p. 49). 

■ Ruppin, Die Jttden der Gegcnwar!, p. 123. * Ibid., p. Z2X. 

* Tkt Im m igr a i t i J§m im Anmiea, p. 190, edited by Dr. Kdmnurt J. 
JaiMi (New York, 1907). 
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The Jewish passion for learning is manifested even more 
strikingly in the attendance at the universities. Until the 
end of the eighteenth century Jews were represented only 
sparsely at the universities, but during the last hundred 
years, and more especially during the last fifty, they have 
flocked in ever-increasing numbers to tliese seats of learning, 
particular! V in Central Europe, and in a proportion far 
exceeding their ratio to the general population. According 
to Dr. Ruppin the percentage of Jews at the universities in 
Germany is seven times as large as the percentage of the 
Christian population (1905-06).^ In Austria the per- 
centage ol Jewish stndents is four times as laxge as that ol 
the Christian students^ and in Hnngaxy it b six times as 
large.' This di^roportion is partiy to be explained by the 
J ewish contingent incJnding a certain proportion of students 
from Russia, who are nna^ to attoid the muvenities in 
their native country except in limited numbers ; bat even 
allowing for this foreign influx the Jewish proportion of the 
university students in Germany and Austria-Hungary is 
still exceedingly high. In the period from 1851 to 1904 the 
number of Jewish students at the universities of Austria 
increased sevenfold, whilst that of the Christian students 
hardly trebled,^ and if a similar disproportionate increase 
should take place during the next fifty years Jewish students 
would almost be in an absolute preponderance in certain 
centres. The percentage of Jews at some American uni- 
versities (Columbia and New Yoiic) is also disproportionately 
large/ though not to the same extent as on the Continent ; 
and in England thm is Uktiy to be a similar d is pioportion 
atCambridge. Until recently tiie favourite study of Jewidi 
nnivecsity men was medicine,* a pndikctkm partly derived 
from tradition and par^ dne to its utility fai any part of 
the wofid to whidi the student might en^^pate ; bat tins 

^ Dit Juden det Gegenwart, p. 126. ' Ibid., p, I9& 

*Die Juden in OesUrretch, by Dr. J. Thou, p. 9S (Berlin, 1908). 
* Tks Immigrant J§m in A m m ie a, 

•Aoooidiiis to aa invcrtifite bgr tlw lato Vntmrnx lionit loeb 
(1904-05), Jews formed 39 p«r oent of tht 1S71 aMdical studcaftifai New 
York City, in which the Jews rOMtifte SO pm OtOt oi tbft popahtiOM 
(Dr. M. Fisliberg« Tk§ J$m, p. 377). 



Digitized by Google] 



EDUCATION 



231 



bas now been ontrhraUed by law, to wbidi Jews bave 

devoted themselves in increasing numbers since they have 
been alluwed to practise and plead in the courts. Jewish 
students, however, are now to be found in all the faculties of 
a university, and likewise at the various technical colleges. 
At the technical colleges in Vienna and Prague, for example, 
they actually form more than one-ioiurth oi the total number 
of students.^ 

Far different is the spectacle presented by Russia and 
Galicia, the home of more than ball of the Jews in the world. 
Here the conditions in many respects resemble those that 
were general throqgphoat Einrape a century and a half ago, 
in Russia owing to the opportu nities of education being 
severely restxictod by barbarous laws^ and in Galida owing 
to tiie dominance of extreme rdigious orthodoxy as exenqpli- 
fied in the strength of the Chassidic sect and the veneration 
of the ''Wonder Rabbis."* Although tiie first modem 
Jewish school in Galicia was founded at Tamopol, by Joseph 
Peri, as early as 181 5, and although attendance at the 
elementary schools is compulsory, the Jews in Galicia still 
look askance upon modem education as the breeder of heresy 
and prefer to send their children to the Chedcr alone. Even 
as late as 1900 the percentage of Jewish children at the ele- 
mentary schools was less than the ratio of the Jews to the 
general population.* The hostility to the schools mainly 
affects the boys, however, whose religious training is con* 
sidered of pau^amount importance, whilst far less scruple 
is shown in letting the giila receive a secular education. 
Hence Jewish giiis until recently outnumbered their 
brothers at thedementaryschoolsinGaliciaandBukowina,* 
adicumstance that produced much unhappinesslater in the 
marriage of giris with modem education, q>eaking Pohah, to 
men trained only inTalmudical lore and qpealdng Yiddish.' 
But a growing improvement in this respect has been 
effected since the establishment of the Baron de Hirsch 
schools, in which an adequate place is given in the curriculum 

* DU J Mien in Oesterreick, p. 102. * See p. 284. 
■ Die Juden in Oesterreick, p. 8i, * I hid., p. 8i. 

* Dr. Sifi^mttod Fleischer, in Jiidiscke StaHitik, p. 230. 
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to religious instnictkm, and thecfaildmareabletooQiifonn 
with tha MfakmumU of tfaa Jewish laith, such as tiie 
hallowing ol the Sabbath and feativaia. In yw m***!^ 
tiieta ara na vdigioiia acnq)ka about school attMidanoa, 
bat thersstrictionathat pvevcot the toe ailmlaBion of Jcwidi 
childrsQ to tbt Statt sfihiH?lf *f ^ iff f j lata tho utiiin *— ^ 
voluntary institutions which are efiectively supported by 
the Jewish Colonization Association and the " Hilfsverein 
der deutschen Juden." The former body has already 
contributed to the erection of 29 Jewi&h schools in twenty- 
one different centres in Rumania. 

In Russia the Jews are animated by tlie same passion 
for education as their brethren in the West, but an op- 
pressive Government has taken effective precautions to 
prevent this passion being gratified. The State primary 
achools in the Pale ara altogether too lew for the needs of 
tiia Jewish population, and attendance at tha high schools 
and onivenitiea is limited to a low pemntage of the total 
number olpiq>ila. At thecndof Uotoentaxytbenuaber 
of piimary sdioob was estimated to beooly x83»and henoe 
the Jews were compelled to establish and maintain achoob 
of their own, the number of which anioimted to 637. 
the funds for these schools axe demed from a communal 
tax on Kosher meat and from voluntary donations, but 
their inadequacy necessitates the support of a special 
society — " for the Propagation of Primary Education 
among the Jews in Russia " — to which the Jewisli Colon- 
ization Association contributes some £20,000 a year as 
subventions to 54 schools. But the total number of 
pupils atteiuling both tyi)cs of schools did not exceed 
60,000, which forms but a tentii of the Jewish children of 
school age in the country.^ Nevertheless, the Jews at 
the last Russian census of 1897 showed a literacy nearly 
twice as high as that of the entire Russian people, 39 as 
conqMxed with 21 per cent, whilst according to the Report 
of theCommissioner-Genend of lounigxatkniof the United 
States (z8g7) only a8*6 per cent of the Russo- Jewish 

^ Etomomic CmhMiom of Ikt j0m in Russim, BuUetin oi the Bureaii oi 
labov, pw 580 (WMUaftBB, 1907). 
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immigrants above fourteen were illiterate, a percentage 
that declined to 23*3 in 1904.^ This comparatively high 
degree of literacy among the Jews of Russia, which is all 
the more remarkable in view of the limited opportunities 
for elementary education, is mainly due to the Chedarim 
in which the children are taught to read and write Yiddish 
besides the subjects of the religious syllabus. There are 
about 30,000 of these CksdsHm in the Russian Pale»* with 
probably an aggr^te attendance of not mote than 400,000, 
of which the girls do not form more than 5 par cent. Most 
of these Hebrew schools are in poor private hooses, the 
snrroundings are shabby and insanitary, the medium of ^ 
instruction is Yiddish, the methods are antiquated, the 
hours— ^ight or ten a day — are abnormally long, and 
there is usually a lack of discipline. There are also about 
500-600 Talmud Torah schools in which some instruction 
• is given in equally shabby surroundings — a cracked ceiling, 
broken windows, grimy walls and floor, foul air, and 
deficient heating in winter. But during the last ten years, 
thanks mainly to the influence of the Zionist movement, a 
number oi model Chedarim have been established in large 
Jewish towns in the west and south-west of Russia, which 
show a great improvement in scholastic and hygienic re- 
spects: Hebrew is taught by the Berlitz method, the secular 
snbiects d the Russian primary schoc^ are abo taught, 
thm is a systematic curricuhttn, and ^ tone and dis- 
cq^ine are better. In addition to attendance at these 
various institutions a great number of children receive 
private tuition in Hebrew and Russian subjects. 

The pursuit oi higher education in Russia is drenmp 
scribed by the law which limits the percentage of Jews 
among the scholars of middle and high schools in the 
Pale to 10 per cent, outside the Pale to 5 per cent, and 
in St. Petersburg and Moscow to 3 per gent. Only in the 

* Immigration, by Prescott F, Hall (New York, 1907), p. 8x. 

*■ Education in Russia, Board oi Educatioa Special Report, p. 193 
<Lond<m, 1909). Tl» Jewiah Coloafiattoa Ajaodatioo flitiiiiat«d tlM 
BBmber of C kmhr im «t 34,630 (M toMtn V§HM$irisst 4mr Jwkm in 
Buishmd, p. 47, BerUa, Z906). 
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commercial middle schools, which are communal estab- 
lishments maintained almost wholly by Jewish funds, are 
Jews admitted to the extent of 50 per cent of the scholars. 
These restrictions have an almost paralysing effect upon the 
efforts of the Jewish youth to acquire an advanced edu- 
cation, but as they press less heavily upon Jewish girls 
the latter possess on an average a better education than 
tiidr brothers.^ Similar restrictions bar the entrance to 
the nnivcnities, at which Jews may not form more tfaian 
5 per oent d the total students in St Petersboxg and 
M oeoow, zo per oent o£ those in Kasan« Khaxkoff » Doipat» 
and Tomik, and 15 per cent of tiioee in Warsaw* Kiev, 
and Odcna. The cramping effect ol tiiese regnlatioQS 
is vividly diown by ttie fact tiliat whilst the proportion 
of Jews to the total number of stodents in Russia rose 
from 6 8 per cent in 1880 to I4'8 per cent in 1886, it 
fell, in consequence of the Rescript of the Russian Minister 
of Education in 1887, to 10 9 per cent. The severity of 
the hardship can be measured by a comparison with the 
conditions in Hungary, where the Jews send ten times 
as many of their sons to the universities as their co- 
religionists in Russia.'* Finding the gates of knowledge 
closed to them in their native land the Jewish subjects 
of the Tsar are compelled to migrate to other comitries to 
realise their academic ambition. The task is no light 
one, for apart from the question of fees and support during 
tiie years of study, they must aiao battle witii tiie diffi- 
culties of the foreign language and widi an anti-alien 
prejudice,* but tiiey are spurred on by the desire for 
a prolesdonal career. The universities most favoured 

^ Dis sosiaUn VerhdUnisst der Juden tn Russhftd, pp. 52-33 (Berlin^ 
1906). « Ibid., p. 55. 

* III tito mOj aonOM of tm • tafon agllatiioa brafcs oat asMMf 

German students against the presence of Russian Jews at the nniveraties, 
the result of which is a ro'^triction of their afhni^sion to tlio iir!iver'=;ities of 
!>' i hn, Koenipslx ref, Mmuch, Leipzig, Halle, and several other scats of 
Icurning. A similar agitation followed in Paris (see Jewish Chromclc, 
21II1 April 1913). though ivithont any pnctical cflKt, aad alio at atvanl 
Aattiian iiiihrenitiea (Vknmi, Ptagne. Gi&tz, etc), wbeia a m tri c tio tt 
similar to that in Germany was introduced. Hie OOaMBQpnai iMi btM 
that many Jawiah gtudeati hava migiatad to Italy* 
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(thanks to the affinity of Yiddish with German) are those 
in German-speaking countries, that is, in Austria and 
German Switzerland as well as in Germany itself, whilst 
those in French Switzerland, France, and Belgium attract 
a smaller number. In all over 4000 Russo- Jewish students 
are found at the univeraities in these five countries^ half 
of them in Germany alone, but thexe are also a good 
many at the variona terJinical colleges, oommeicial high 
schools, and polytedmics, idiose numbers cannot be 
exactly ascertsdned. 

One of the most striking examples of Jewish solidarity 
is the systematic effort ci the Jews of the West to spread 
the benefits of education among their brefliren in tiie 
East. The first organized endeavour in this direction 
was made by the " Alliance Israelite Universelle," of Paris, 
which established its first school in Tetuan in 1862, and 
which has since founded a host of other schools in Morocco, 
Tunis, Egypt, European and Asiatic Turkey, and Persia. 
The total number of primary schools which it now main- 
tains is 183 (28 in Morocco alone), comprising 1472 teachers 
and nearly 50,000 pupils, and involving an annual ex- 
penditure of £93*000, half of which is contributed by the 
local communities. A small fee is charged for the childraii 
of well-to-do parents, but poor children are given not 
only free educatimi but occasionally also books and 
dothing. The "Alliance ''also maintains farm schools in 
Palestine and Tunis, a teachers' training coU^e in Paris 
to supply its sdioob with qualified teadiers bom in the 
Bast, aiid a Rabbinical Seminary in Constantinople to 
provide the communities of the Orient with spiritual 
guides equipped with a modern education.^ The civilizing 
work effected by this educational activity in regions that 
might otherwise have been left to languish in stagnation 
deserves full recognition, but unfortunately the directors 
of the *' Alliance " have imposed upon the schools a modem 
French character, without regard to the special con- 
ditions of the East, they have failed to provide continua- 
tion schools for the pupils who are apt to sink back into 
^TUaSimiavywMctoMdlii Job t9i3i ^.pwaxj. 
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Oriental lassitude, and they do not exercise any personal 
supervision of the work. The activity of the " AlHance " 
has thus a negative as well as a positive side. Its efforts 
have been supplemented since 1871 by the Anglo- Jewish 
Association, which supports schools at Bombay, Jerusalem, 
and Mngador, and likewise, since 1902. by the " Hilfsverein 
der deutschen J uden," which, besides promoting elementary 
and advanced education in European and Asiatic Turkey, 
also subventions general and technical schools in Galiciat 
Rtunaiiia, and Bulgaria. The " Hilfsverein " has acted as a 
pioneer of the kindergarten system in the East, it conducts 
a teachers' training oolkge in Jerusalem, and has provided 
tibe initiative and active oo-operatkm in the foonding of a 
technical cdlige at Haiia at a cost of moie than £50,ooo» 
yfbkh will not only form the ooping-stone of Jewish edu- 
cation in Palestine but also give a powerfnl impetos to 
ttM stndy of applied adence In the Near East It main- 
tains 44 institutions in all, 28 of which are in Palestine, 
with a total register of 7000 pupils, and it expended 
^£14,700 upon its educational work in 1913 alone. 

Thus, both in the East and West, mndern education 
has been espoused by Jewry with an ardour unequalled 
by any other nation. Not content with the various types 
of Jewish and non-Jewish schools and colleges already 
enumerated, they have also established private boarding- 
schools in England and on the Continent, which generally 
comprise pupils from a variety of countries sent by their 
parents to acquire a higlier-grade education in a Jewish 
atmosphere ; and apart from the f adHties provided by 
public scliolarBhipa for the jwosecotion of advanced studies 
there is a qpedal committee or society in several comr 
nnmities for assisting youths of txceptioti$k talent to 
complete their training and obtain a footing in tiie 
professional world. The success wilh which modem Jews 
have adopted secular learning is shown by their abnormally 
high participation in the liberal professions, one of the 
most striking testimonies consisting in the unusually 
large number of Jewish professors at the German 
Univer^ties. Although the Jews in Germany form only 
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one per cent of tiie total population, and altiioiii^ the 
aodal antipathy to them is so strong, they provided in 
the session 1909-10 six per cent of tiie professors and 
PmMaxmUm botii in the faculties of law and philosophy 
and ten per cent of those in the faculty of medicine,* 
a percentage that would even be larger if we included Jewish 
professors who had adopted Christianity. The effects of 
modem education are not less striking among the masses 
of the Jewish population, not so much because of any 
scholastic distinction as on account of the complete 
revolution wrought in every sphere of Jewish life. The 
specifically Jewish language, such as Yiddish and Ladino, 
is gradually discarded in favour of the vernacular ; Hebrew 
edncation is relegated to an insignificant place beside the 
secular curriculum; the religious bases of the home are 
being mddy shaken by the inroads of rationalism ; and 
tiie widening of economic opportunity that comes of a 
better edncation is transforming the indnstrial aspect of 
Jewry and bringing it into dose and constant contact 
with its non-Jewish snrronndings. All the distinctive 
features of Jewish Hfe, material and spiritual, economic 
and intellectual, are being slowly assimilated to its environ- 
ment. More than half of the Jews in the world still speak 
Yiddish, read books and newspapers in this language and 
conduct all their affairs in this medium ; but the rapidity 
with which the Russian Jew picks up EngHsh on his 
settling in England or America, aided by evening classes 
and Toynbee Halls, and the uninterrupted flow of migration 
from Eastern Europe to the Western countries, point to 
the declining importance of the Judeo-German tongne. 
In Turkey and its former dependencies, Bulgaria and 
Servia, the great bulk of the Jews likewise still use Ladino 
as thdr princi|>al medium of intercourse ; bat the con- 
stitationai era opened np in the Sultan's dominions and 
the political dianges in the Balkans, siqiplemented by 
the systematic work of the Jewish educational agencies^ 
win inevitably cause the resMction of tiie Judeo-Spanish 

1 Dr. J. Segall, Du icruflichen und sosiaUn Verhdiinisst dsr JwUn in 
Deuischland, p. 57 (Berlin, 1912). 
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toQgiie to tn civcf-diiniiddiiDg ciicle. TI16 bcoefits of 
modem learning have not been won without many a 

domestic tragedy, for the children of Russo-Jewish families 
settled in England and America, puffed up by a sense of 
their superiority derived from a higher education, often 
turn with contempt upon the Yiddish of their parents 
and spurn reHgious customs and traditions which they 
associate with it. Hence arise estrangements between 
children and parents whose effects are not conhned to 
the home, for when once the children are emandpated 
from the religions oontrol of the parents their absoiptioii 
in the alien envkooment is often bat a question of ti^ 
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JEWISH CULTURE 

The comprehen5?iveness of Jewish culture — The linguistic aspect 
of Jewish literature — The development of Yiddish literature — 
Character of its m^iaeval period — Distinctive features of modern 
period — Present-day writers and tendencies — ^The character of 
modem Hebrew Uteratnre— Its earlier periodr-PhMee of Eomaaoe 
and ReaUKn— The imHcmaHet pliaae— Jewish miMdc and art— TIm 
lanUnM p iBnn o tton of Jewiih cnlton 



IT is oonunonly siq)p08ed that the caltaie of tiie 
Jewish peopis is pmeLy leHgious in cfaaxacter. 
This siqipofiitioii is as erroneous as the widespread 
doctrine that tiie Jews aie merely a religions coninnmity 
and is a natural ooiollary thereof , wiiilst it is partly derived 
from the fact that the Bible, the supreme product of the 
Hebrew genius, is in the main a work of religious inspiration. 
The scope of Jewish culture, however, is not merely 
spiritual in character : it embraces all other aspects and 
elements of social and intellectual life, though not in the 
same degree as the culture of a Western nation rooted 
to the soil from which it is sprung and favoured in its 
many-sided development by natural progressive forces. 
Although deprived of its land for neady two thousand 
years the Jewish people has not only preserved all the 
literary treasures that at created on its own soil bnt 
continued to give literary expression in its own langnage 
to its thoughts, ideals, and emotions, in all the lands of 
its disperrion down to the present day. Tliat the study 
of the Bible and the Talmnd, with tibefar acconnilation of 
commentaries and super-commentaries, claimed its fore- 
most attention and formed the prind|>al anodyne in the 
long dailc night of sofiering is a fact that admits of httle 
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diqmte ; Imt fhe pages of Jewish fiteratore beer vivid 
and abundast evidence tiiat tiiere were always cr e at i ve 

minds who were not so utterly absorbed in meditating 
on the Law as to be deaf to the inspiration of life itself, 
or to the appeal of secular learning. Jewish literature 
provides a faithful record of the ideals and longings that 
animated the people in different ages, of its sorrows and 
tribulations, its habits and customs, its foibles and super- 
stitions. Like ever\^ other literature, so too that of the 
Jewish people has not only its writers of liturgies and 
law-books Imt also its poets and dramatists, its philosophers 
and moralists, its historians and chroniclers, its fabulists 
and romancers, its satirists and humorists, and it has 
witiial a wealth ol folkkm and pxoveibs. The bulk of 
this literature was produced in the national language, 
Hebrew, wfaidi was never ezdusivety the language of 
prayer. Its mtkm, being everywhere in a mhioiityin 
the lands of exile, were influenced in matters of form by 
alien writers : tiie poets of Spain modelled their style 
upon tiiat of their Arabic contemporaries, and their 
brethren in Italy admiringly followed in the footsteps of 
Dante. But despite this adoption of foreign forms the 
literature of the Jewish people was essentially Jewish in 
character, in its language, its modes of thought and its 
intellectual outlook ; it had a unity of ideals despite the 
dispersion of its writers over a dozen lands ; and it formed 
the collective product of the minds of the entire nation. 
Such was the character of Jewish literature until the end of 
the eighteenth century, when the aa|uisition of modem 
education and the growth of social intercourse with its non- 
Jewish neigfabonn brought about a duaige in the inteUectoal 
fife of Jewry, whidi has reai^ed its most advanced stage 
intiielandsoflftcrty. Henoefor^ the Jews of tfie Western 
countries ceased to contribute solely to iStn&tr national 
literature and left tiieir bre thr en in the East as its main 
producers. They studied it, indeed, but as a literature 
of the past ; they wrote learned and voluminous works 
upon it, and translated many of its masterpieces into 
their adopted tongue, particularly in Germany ; but they 
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no longer moved and had their being in it like their fore- 
fathers of old. For them it was a finished book, which 
required no continuation but merely a commentary. They 
did not, indeed, become utterly and suddenly divorced 
from the life and thought of their people, otherwise they 
would have ignored its literature too. But they devoted 
their principal energies in a growing measure to the service 
of the culture of their native country, they participated 
in the making of its literature and art, its music and 
drama, and co-operated in all the other fields of intellectual 
labour- ■ tdence, medidne, law» politics^ joumaltsm. A 
certain lenmant, it is trae^ stiU remained iaithfal to the 
Mteratnre of tlieir people but as tiiey were unable to use 
Hebrew as a Uterary medium they wrote tiieir works in 
llidr -iraniacular, many of which have found theur way 
in the form of translations faito the treasury of Hebrew 
literature. But these non-Hebrew ^rks, even if not 
translated into Hebrew, dealing as they do with Jewish 
life and thought, and inspired by Jewish ideals, have a 
rightful claim to belong to Jewish literature, just like the 
Arabic works of Saadyah or Maimonides or the Spanish 
works of Manasseh ben Israel. The writings of Zunz 
and Graetz, of Geiger and Munk, of Franzos and Zangwill, 
are products of the Jewish mind concerned with Jewish 
matters, and are all in their yaiious ways contributiona 
to Jewish culture. 

No other literature has been composed in so many 
languages as Jewish literature^ for no people like Isnel 
has beta scattered among so many different lands and con- 
tinued to develop its national literature throu^ centuries 
ci exile. But just as the literature of every other nation 
is composed in the iiational language, so, too, the main body 
of Jewish literature, reflecting most faithfully the ideals, 
traditions, and tribulations of the people, is contained in 
Hebrew. The creation of this Hebrew literature never 
ceased and was never interrupted, not even by the advent 
of emancipation ; it has continued from the age of the 
Psalmists and the Prophets down to the present day, and 
has even received a fresh and invigorating stimidus in 
z6 
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nceat yem. But an impoctaiit dKlamt , that di»- 
tingaishes the ancient and medkeval perioda Iran the 

modern is that formerly the entire nation, wheresoever 
scattered, was engaged in its production, whereas now- 
adays the cultivators of Hebrew literature are confined 
mainly to a small section of the people and are Ich ally de- 
limited, the chief centres of activity being Russia and 
Palestine. The modem output of Hebrew literature has 
been act onipanied by a parallel development in Yiddish, 
which testihes to the intellectual fertihty of the Jews 
in Eastern Emope, and which forms with it the 
twofold expmrion of the Jewish national genina that 
hu been kast affected by ahen influence. For the 
Jewa In RaMk and Galicia* living for centaiiea m a 
con^Mct mats and endowed with all the featnrea 
ci a adf-contained conminmty. remained for the most 
part imperviaiia to the ideas of edocation and pro- 
gress that speedily seised their brethren in Western lands ; 
they continued to keep true to the ancient ideals, and gave 
utterance to their thoughts and emotions either in the 
common national language or in the tungue which they had 
fashioned in their German exile. In this twofold medium 
they created a valuable and voluminous literature, com- 
prising every form of prose and verse, lyric and epic, elegy 
and drama, satire and parody, the novel as fostered by 
different schools of romance, sentiment, and reaiism, the 
essay and biography, the sketch and feuilleton, apart from 
works on history, science, and philosophy, and a peiiodical 
press lemaikabie both for ito fertility and Ha variety . 

The rise and devdopoitnt of Yiddisli literatine is one 
of the most strHdng phenomena in the annab of the Jewish 
people. Yiddiflfa, wlikh is an En^^ tranaHteratian d 
the German word jUiiseh (itself dliptically used for 
JUdisch-Deutsch or Judeo-German) is the name of the 
language which was spoken by the Jews in Germany in the 
Middle Ages, which they carried with them on their forced 
emigration in the sixteenth century into Poland, Lithuania, 
and Bohemia, and which now forms the principal medium 
of intercouise of more than six auihon people. Its basis 
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is the High German of the Middle Rliine district, which 
was spoken by Jew and Christian alike ; but it was written 
by the Jew in Hebrew characters, and upon being trans- 
planted to Slavonic soil it absorbed many Russian and 
Polish words and inflexioiis trom its new en\dronment and 
appropriated many expressions and idioms from the 
Hebrew vocabolaxy, particularly those rdating to religious 
matters, whilst it underwent sli^^t variations of pro- 
nunciation and orthography in different regions and has 
even annexed a great number of En^^ish woids and phrases 
in its latter-day development in England and America. 
The rise and growth of Yiddish is as natural as that of any 
other language, but because it differs from modern clas^k al 
German it is often branded as a bastard Inigo and is even 
spoken of by its own writers as " Jargon." But its analogy 
with English, to which it is closely related, should sufTice 
to redeem it from the obloquy that is unjustly cast upon it. 
For English is simply the development of the Low German 
dialect that the Angles and Saxons brought with them to 
the island of Britain in the fifth century, whilst Yiddish is 
the High German dialect that the Jews carried with them 
into Poland and Bohemia ten centuries later. Ihe f oimer 
was the qpeech of conquerors, the latter that of fugitives : 
hencethedififamnceintheirlaterevohition. Butthegrowth 
of Yiddish is not unique In the vicissitudes of Israel. The 
Jews idio were expelled from Spain in 1492 and settled 
in Turkey took their Castilian mother-tongue with them 
and fashioned therefrom a JiulLu-Spanish language ; 
whilst their brethren in North Africa spoke and wrote a 
J udeo- Arabic tongue, and those in Persia a Judco-Persian, 
all, like their Judeo-German counterpart, being written 
in Hebrew characters. But the surpassing importance 
of Yiddish consists in its being spoken by half of Jewry, and 
in forming the medium of a rich Uterature palpitating 
with living interest. 

Tlie history of Yiddish literature is divided into two 
periods hy the advent of Moses Mendelssohn. The first or 
medieval period 18 mainly distinguished hy the production 
ol translafiona and paraphrases of the BiUe, as well as of 
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by the output of novels, poems, and instractive imlci, 
ifiiikh breathe a modem and critical spirit. The first 
Yiddish translation of the Pentateuch appeared in 1540, 
and that of the Old Testament more than a century later, 
in 1676 ; but the most characteristic and popular work of 
a religious nature was a homiletical paraphrase of the 
Bible, entitltnl Zc'ena Ure'ma {" Go ye forth and see and 
published in 1590, which embodied the pith of the principal 
medieval commentaries and of the vast legendary lore of 
the Talmud, and which* with its quaint medley of logmdsv 
parablet, and naive moralinn^ has locnwd the treasured 
compuiion of the pkm Jtmtm down to the pnacnt day. 
In theqplieveof f* Tl^*' IH flHfi l 'i i r'i* tH^ fPp' WT ** fhif^ % ixAi 
by the Iftf'iH^J^ (" Stoiy Book a compilatioo of ow 
thiee bandied itocict dinvui frottk tiie Tataond, the IGdradv 
and the Cabbak, from tibe saga cydas of Gennany and 
the fables of India and Arabia, which appeared in Western 
Germany at the end of the sixteenth century. Apart from 
this main collection a multitude of other tales was pro- 
duced, for ev'cry Jewish town evolved its own cycle of 
stories ; celebrated characters, such as the founder of the 
Chassidic sect,* inspired romances dealing with their ex- 
ploits; and many of the popular romances of mediseval 
Europe, such as those about King Arthur and Bevys 
of Hampton, likewise found their wmy into the Yiddish 
gumt. Bnt the litectiy ipiiit of the mediaeval Jew also 
found Qttcfance in vmd, and a boat of foUtecMigi^ thn 
product of ready ibymerten wiio w i ndated tzodbadomv 
like fiom toim to torn and song their lays m the atmefta 
and inns of the Ghetto^ remain to tell na of the hopes, the 
SQROWB, and the joys of a hygone age. 

The transition to the modem period of Yiddish litera- 
ture was ushered in by Mendelssohn's translation of the 
Pentateuch into pure Gcnnan (1780-83). This translation 
was at once the symbol and the most important expression 
of a movement which was destined to have a profound 
and lasting influence upon the development of the Jewish 
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people — the movement for the espoxisal of modem culture. 
The Haskaiak or " Enlightenment," as this intellectual 
reformatioQ was called, preached the adoption of the 
vernacular and secular education, the abandonment of all 
Qwtto peculiaiities of dm6» and assimilatiaii in all things 
not pertaining to religion, to the myi and customs of tbs 
snnoonding popolatian. The effect of this teaching of 
Mimdeissohn anid his disciples, conpled with the growth 
of social miMcoatse between Jews and Chnstiaaa, was ^ 
the Jews of Germany began to look with disdain upon 
Yiddish literature and ceased to take part in its produc- 
tion. Henceforth the cultivation of Yiddish letters was 
conducted alone by their brethren on the east of the 
German frontier, who displayed a creative energy and 
critical faculty far exceeding those of the earlier period. 
Although the Jews of this region remained loyal to the 
despised " Jargon " they nevertheless studied German 
literature, and throughout the hist half of the nineteenth 
century their writers were under the spell of German 
culture. They modelled their poetical prodiytions upon the 
style of Schiller and Lessfaig; they wrote satirss upon the 
customs and enpetstitioQs of the Chassidim; and they 
aou^ in dtvers ways to bring home to the masses the 
Menmgi of secular knowledge and of a practical view of 
life. This didactk tendency continued untfl the advent 
of Solomon Jacob Abramowitsch, who was the first to give 
a really modern note to Yiddish literature. Endowed with 
a rich imagination, with acute observation, and with a 
masterly style, Abramowitsch, who wrote mostly vmder 
the quaint tiom de plume of " Mendele the Bookseller." has 
depicted the kaleidoscopic life of his people in the Russian 
Paie in a series of novels and dramas, marked by a vein 
of satire and a spirit of criticism, which are possessed of 
high worth both as artistic worin and as historic docu- 
ments. The best of his prose works» Die Kliatschc (The 
Dobbin), is an aSegoiy on the stonuntossed life of the 
Jew, whilst his JuM (The Jew), the only epic hi Yiddish 
titeratuie, narrates with cowing passion the vaiioua 
phases in the chronicles of Inael from the days of Pharaoh 
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down to the modern era of Anti-Semitism. Abramowitsch, 
who was bom in 1835, and is still alive, exercised a stimulat- 
ing influence upon his generation, which manifested itself 
in an increased literary activity that has continued to 
the present day, wiiilst the afflictions that have over* 
taken the Pale— the toll mflwrti ^ bv the Rtt880*Taoanese 
War, the abortive Revdntkm, and the periodic pofpromB — 
have also given a powerful impetus to Yiddish literature. 

The most popular writers urbo now dominate tb» 
Yiddish worid, and ^^edmens of whose worics are aocessibte 
in a modem languaije. are Solomon Rabinowitsdi, better 
known as Shalom Aitichem (" Peace unto you I "), who is at 
unce poet, playwright, novelist, and critic, and whose 
volatile wit and vivid characterization are best displayed 
in SUmpenyu, the romance of a humble vioUnist * ; Leon 
Perez, a proUfic writer of stories, sketches, and poems, 
whose ballad, " The Sewing of the Wedding Gown," 
surpasses Hood's " Song of the Shirt " in pathos and 
technique ; Morris Rosenfeld, tranq>lanted to the New 
York Ghetto, where the grind of the sweatshop has drawn 
from him some of the most passionate Ibyrics in the Yiddish 
tongue ; and Sdialom Aach, who Is at the head of tiie 
newer generaticMi ol writen^ and has written several 
realistic novds depictiQg tiie most recent phase of Jewisli 
life in Russia. But an enumeration of all tiiese writera 
and a characterisation of their worin can aifotd but a 
faint conception of the many-sided interest of this literature, 
or of the feverish activity by which it is maiiced and is 
likely to be marked for many decades to come. For the 
denizens of the Russian Pale have been brought into 
intellectual communion with the Western world. All the 
great writers of European literature, from Shakespeare 
and Boccaccio down to Victor Hugo and Tolsttn. besides 
most of the popular modem authors, have been rendered 
into Yiddish ; and hundreds of daily newq[NiperB^ magazines* 
and litersry annuals, are issuing from the presses of Russia, 
Americat other ip"^* in which Russian and Gaiician 

> An Bngliah teaadation by Hasiiali Bwdhui hM boaa pnbKaliid hf 
MettuMO ft Ca (1913). 



Digitized by Google 



JEWISH CULTURE 



«47 



Jews have settled in large numbers. It is inevitable that 
the children of tlie Hast European immigrants settled in 
Western countries, particularly in England and America, 
should soon be estranged from the literary fare of their 
fathers ; but the constancy and the immensity of the 
emigration from the East to the West, as well as the im- 
probability of the abolition of the Russian Pale or of any 
radical chaiige in the life of its inhabitants within any 
measurable period, are likely to prolong the life of Yiddish 
and its literature both in the Old and the New World for 
at least another fifty years. 

Yiddiafa literature is the Mteratme of the masses, pro- 
duced, it is ttfse, by men of education with a tonich of 
genius, but intended for tiie great majority of the people 
whose knowledge of Hebrew has been confined to the prayer 
book and the Bifaie. The new Hebrew literature which 
developed simultaneously was at first cultivated only in 
educated circles, but it gradually penetrated to the masses 
too. In character it presents a radical contrast to the 
literature of the'^ancient'^and mediaeval periods, for it is 
marked by a spirit of revolt against Rabbinical tradition and 
re-echoes with the voice of the critic and the rationalist. It 
comprises a succession of romances, poems, and satires, 
which faithfully reflect the lights and shadows of life in the 
Russian Pale ; it includes a number of critical and philo- 
sophical studies dealing with the manifold problems of 
present-day Jewry ; and it has a widely-ramified periodical 
press, which is increasing in vigour and volume from year 
to year. The language in whidi this modem literature is 
composed is in aU essentials tiie same as that of the 
dmmidera, the psalmists, and the prophets of andent 
Israel, developed and amplified to lespood to aU the latest 
needs of modem civilization, and fa^oned into a fadie 
instrument of modem thought. The propagation of the 
national idea during the last thirty years has given a power- 
ful impetus, intensified of late, to the use of Hebrew both 
as a literary and a colloquial medium, especially among 
the idealists of Eastern Europe, but its advance is hampered 
by economic and social conditions which provide an un- 
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ooagenial toil for its dsvvloiMiiflBt. The fatme of 
Hebrew too^^ lies in Palertine, where it bai already 
beoome tiie iiriiicq>al language of the Jewish ooflumnity ; 

it is the only medinm through which the diverse dements 
of this community, drawn from a dozen climes, can under- 
stand one another ; it has become the language of the 
school and the home, of the shop and the bank, of the 
mart and the field, of the lecture-room and concert-hall. 
All the Jewish newspapers of tlie country' are printed in it, 
forming for the present the principal channel of literary 
production ; but with the growth of the community, 
nourished and inspired by national ideals» it is inevitable 
that Hd>rew literature should witness a new age ol 
dBoreaoenoe in the land to which it owes its finest fruits. 

The Renalsiaiioe of Hebrew letters, which assunied 
its most vigoRMis and creative fonn In liflniania, waa 
preceded by a peiiod of prepanttion in diierent ooontiiea. 
It waa inangorated in 1743 by Moses Halm Lmatto, in 
Italy, witii hia alkgorical drama, iVeiii l» lft# 12^;^^ 
it was fartiiered in Germany by Naphtafi Haitidg Wenely 
(1725-1805) with his epic on the Exodva, which was 
influenced by Klopstock's Messiad, and in Holland by 
David Mendes (1763-92) with his adaptation of Racine's 
Aihalie. But these works were for the most part literary 
and artistic exercises, which bore little or no relation to 
contenip(»rary life. It was in Galicia that the Hebrew 
writers, Rapapnrt, Krochmal. Erter, and Letteris, first 
derived their themes from the conditions and spirit of 
their time and expressed in various works the critical 
attitude that was slowly spreading in intellectoai dcclea ; 
bat even their activity had little or no influence upon the 
maaaet. The real ferment began in Wilna, ^idieie in 1830 
a literary circle called the " Beriineia e frank acknow- 
ledgment of Mendeliaohnian inflnenoe— ^waa fonoded lor 
the cultivatioo of Hebrew Hteratnra and the advancement 
ofHomamam. Its foremost figmea were the poet, Abiaham 
Beer Lebensc^ (1794-1880), and the prose-writer, Mordecai 
Aaron Ginzburg (1795-1846). First a teacher and then a 
pedlar, Lebensohn, who was a free-thinker and pessimist. 
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J was the first to give passionate utterance in a cycle of 
poems to the misery of his people. Hi» pliilosophy of 
despair is summed up in the line : 

"AD bamuk life is like the lightaiBg that pneedee 
The tiundeAolt of deatii." 

Ginzburg was the first master of modem Hebrew prose, 
whose principal work, an autobiography, criticizes the 
defective education of his day, whilst Isaac Beer Levinsohn 

1 (1788-1860), who is styled the Mendelssohn of Russia, also 
devoted his main activity to modernizing Jewish education. 

j All these writers, however, did not exercise such a 

decisive and far-reaching influence as Caiman Shulman 
(1826-1900), who, by his universal history in ten volumes 
and his universal geognphy on a similar scale, popularised 
Hebrew literature among the masses. His great achieve- 
ment was the foimding of the Romantic movement by his 
translation in 1S47 ^^^'^ Mysteries of F§Hs, which 
may be r^arded as the most notable event in Hebrew 
literature since tiie invention of a Hebrew prosody by the 
medlflfval singers of Spain. The romantic spirit found its 
first original expression in Abraham Mapu, whose Love of 
Zion, an idyllic story of Amnon and Tamar, is the first 

! prose work of creative imagination in Hebrew. But the 

I stress of life soon caused the taste for Romance to be 
replaced by the wish for Realism, which was also ex- 
emplified by Mapu in The Hypocrite, a novel exposing the 

^ tyrannous persecution of the votaries of modem learning 
by fanatical Rabbis. Both in the fields of Romance and 
Realism, however, Mapu was overshadowed by Judah 
Loeb Gordon (1830-93)1 the greatest Hebrew poet since 
the Middle Ages, whose dramatic poems di^lay artistic 
perfection and throb with the passion of a rebel spirit 
Gordon's was ^ bitterest protest against tiie Rabbinical 
code as the foe to progress : 

" By cords of precepts are wc all enchained. 
By fatteiB of inane and galling rules. 
No mora do atrafigsn ponecute our IS^rti^ 
But our own kin. Oar hands afS bOttod no ncm. 
But shafkkw dog our fool." 
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But he was also moved to despair by the pogroms 
and by the general helplessness of his people, ex- 
claiming : 

"IRFbenlo iImII I oompare tiiee, people wim. 
The* aad tlij vast and rultt^tM km? 

Unto a giant stricken prostrate, slain, 
With all the earth thy yawning sepulchre. 
Thy lore an epitaph ior endless tune." 

The critical phase vqneaeiited by Gordon was super- 
seded by the national ideaUsm wMch now dominates 
Hebrew literatore and wbidi was heralded by the work of 

Perez Smolenskin (1842-85). Reared from childhood Hke 

all the previous writers in the Talmudic atmosphere, and 
seized in early manhood with modem tendencies, Smolenskin 
saw the only effective remedy for the ills of his people in 
its restoration to the land of its origin, and he accordingly 
dedicated his life to the projxipation of Jewish nationalism. 
The medium of his mission was the review Hashachar 
(" The Dawn "), which he founded in Vienna and which 
enjoyed the co-operation of the best Hebrew writers of 
Europe; but he owes bis pqpnlarity at least in equal 
measure to his novels, which present a graphic and critical 
desci^tion of the conditions of Jewish life in his day, 
rounded off by a Zkmist romance. It is Zionism that is 
the main source of inqrfiatioin of all subsequait writers, 
aniong whom the foremost place is held by Adier Ginsburg, 
better known as AckU Htum TOne of the IS>ple'^. 
Tbe distinguishing adiievanent of Ginsbuig is the creation 
of a system of thought designated as Spiritual Zionism, 
which regards the establishment of a centre of national 
culture in Palestine as the {paramount need of modern 
Jewry : a view that provides the spiritual justification of 
Zionism, which is generally based upon political and 
economic grounds. In the poetical world the most inspired 
singer is Nachman Rialik, likewise a votary of the national 
idea, who is ranked by some even higher than Gordon ; 
whilst Tchcmichowsky, who has drunk of Hellenic qxrings* 
dedicates his muse to love and nature. The labourers in 
the heki of Hebrew letteis are now too numerous to mention. 
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for the Zionist movement has given a powerful impetus to 
literary productivity, not only in Russia but also in other 
Jewish centres. Frischmann the critic and poet, Sokolow 
the ppblidst, Ben-Avigdor the novelist^ Brainin the bio- 
grapher, and Klansner the historian, these and a multitude 
of othiis have enriched Hebrew Uterature with works that 
can compare in variety of interest with a European 
literature, for all the phases of JewiA hfe, its internal 
problems and its external omflicts, Ihe doubts and hopes 
for the fntore, find ready and midtifaiknis eacpressbn in 
Hbe ancient language that has r^ewed its yonfli. Russia 
is likely to remain the principal home of Hdl»rew Uterature 
for many years to come, though several of its leading 
writers have of late removed to Western countries.* The 
future of Hebrew culture, however, rests in Palestine. 
The Jewish community there is too young and too 
small to have yet produced any notable literary fruits, 
apart from the great Hebrew dictionary of Ben-Jehuda; 
but its development will assuredly be attended by the 
growth of a literature worthy of the land of its 
birth. 

Literature is only one of many channeb in wtdctk the 
Jewish genius least affected by atien influence has sought 
c i p rcssion, for it has also found utterance in drama» music, 
and art The founder of the Yiddish drama is Abraham 
Goldf aden, who derived most of his themes from Biblical 
and mediaval history, but a large number of plays dealing 
wilh modem life have been written by writers in America 
to gratify the ceaseless demand of tiie Yiddish theatres 
in New York for new productions. Plays in Hebrew 
dealing with modern conditions have also been produced 
in recent years in Russia and Palestine. Jewish music, 
apart from that of the synagogue, has its distinctive 
quality, a fusion of Oriental motives with the pathos of 
exile, which resounds in a growing collection of operas, 
songs, and ballads ; whilst there is also a distinctive note 

^Ttoeisarahmal Jewiah Mwciation, HiUMOnHk IMftC'Hebraie 
OvganiMtioii ''I, witli lieadqvurtets in BeilU^ 
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in the work of Je\*'ish artists who have been reared in a 
Jewish milieu and are inspired by Jewish themes, such as 
Hermann Struck, Leopold Pilichowski, and the late Samuel 
Uinzenberg. The range of Jewish art, the PYigtcDoe 
of which is denied by tome critics, is smill m yet, 
Imt it is steadily growing and even includes a special 
maiiifettation in the fomi d book-plates with fiebmr 
tejgnt and historic symbok. But Jewish ait cannot 
fNrapecvf oaveiop ana noiiiuii eisspc n a jewwi 
land. 

The wofld cf Jewish CQltiiie» hovevcf» at ahead^ 
ooaenfea, it noc cofiimed xo naiiefn jsmpope or raestme, 
for in all the com m o ni tiet tiiroaghout the globe there is 

a certain amount of purely Jewish intellectual activity 
which lies quite outside the domain of religion, and the 
most distinguished representatives of which are sometimes 
even estranged f rom the synagogue. This activity expresses 
itself in a multitude of forms — creative and critical, popular 
and scientific. Novels, poems, and plays by Jewish 
authors, dealing in a modem language with Jewisli themes, 
are now a Regular feature of modem literature ; but far 
more energetic and fertile is the activity that is concerned 
with the history and litonitaie of Imel, with his religion 
and philoaophy. The most mmwona and valuable oon- 
txibu^loos in tills ^phm have hem nade by the Jewa hi 
Gefiuany» who, ftook tiie beginning of tfie nfaialMBCh 
eentoiy, devoted thenadvea to the adentific meaich of 
tiie intdfectoal tieaaam of tiieir people—" die Wisaen- 
acfaaft des Judentums," ai tiiey called it— and have pro- 
duced many standard works, such as the comprehensive 
history by Graetz, tlie studies on the liturgy by Zunz, and 
the exposition of the ethics of Judaism by Lazarus. But 
important additions to this branch of literature have also 
been made in England and America during the last quarter 
of a century, the most valuable being the Jewish Encyclo- 
pedia, the publication of which will always be a landmark 
in Jewish history. Moreover, the study of the past is 
cultivated in a host of learned periodicals, mainly in 
Hebrew. Rui8iantGennan,£ng]iah»andFiench; andtibm 
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are special societies for the dissemination of literary works, 
both old and new, the largest being the Jewish Publication 
Society of America, which has 12,000 members and issues 
four new books every year. On the Continent the 
most important publication societies are the German 
** Gesellschaft zur F6rderung der Wissenschaft des 
Juden turns," which is issuing a series of authoritative 
works on all branches of Jewish history, literature, and 
theology, publishes a Monatsschrift, and subventions 
learned works that would otherwise be unable to see 
the light ; and the Russian " Society for the Publication 
of Jewish Scientific Worio," which has pahliihed a 
Jewi^ encyclopedia in sixteeen vohimes and is now 
issuing a genml history of tile Jews in Russian* 
The conservation of Jewish colture is also served by the 
popular literary societies that abound in nearly every 
community, by the historical and academic societies in 
the principal countries, and by a host of Jewish libraries 
and reading-rooms. 
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CHAPTER III 



CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
G£N£RAL CULTURE AND PROGRESS 



The promotion of culture in mediaeval and modem times — Con- 
tributions to Literature — Activity in Journalism — Drama and 
Music — The plastic arts — Philosophy, Scholarship, Mathematics — 
Scientific discovery and invention — The advance of Medical Science 
Exploratioo — The promotion of the canae of universal peace 



HE intellectual pro dw ts of the Jewish people 



created within the bosom of the communit\' and 



JL bearing the specihc impressof their origin represent 
but a fraction of Jewish achievements in tlie world of culture. 
The mind of the Jew was never absorbed entirely in his 
traditional l<)re : throughout the Middle Ages he co- 
operated in tiie dissemination of knowledge and the 
advancement of science in Europe, distinguiahiDg hiwuy^f 
particularly in the fields of philoaophy, niedicme, astronomy, 
and ajqiloration. The Jews gave an impetus to the 
p r og r e n of phitoaophical thought throi^ the tnfliicnio 
they eierciMd ngaa tiie Scbolastk movonent ; tbcy 
loniided the medkal tdiods of Montpdlier and Sakno 
and produced meet of the famous physicians until the 
rizteenth centoiy ; they digcoveied long before Copendcot 
liie came of tlie altemation of day and night ; and Hiey 
not only contributed in men and means to the voyage 
of Columbus but also took a prominent part in the dis- 
covery of the East Indies and explored nearly tlie whole 
of the world known in mediceval times. ^Notable as their 
share in the advances of civilization had already been 
it became much more vigorous after their admission to the 
rights oi citizenship and their adoption of modem education. 
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and it steadily grew in volume and inqxirtanoe throughout 
the nineteenth centnry until ihm is now not a single 
sphere of intellectual effort and aspiration in which they 
are not active. In the fields of literature and joumalssm, 

of the drama, music, and art, philosophy and philology, 
mathematical science and medical research, technical 
invention and exploration, and in the highest sphere of 
human activity — the cause of peace — the Jews are now 
working side by side with the members of other nations, 
with whom they can bear comparison not only in respect 
of industry and capacity but also in respect of zeal and 
self-sacrifice> whilst in certain spheres, such as medicine, 
scientific invention, and exploration they have made 
original contributions of surpassing value. De^ite the 
rq>roa£]ie8 of danniahness and sq^aiatiam, Hht Jews are 
devoting to tiie service of general culture and progress far 
more energy and activity than they display in the cultiva- 
tion of their own national literary treasures, and in the 
process of time tfiis deflection of interest ia likdy to extend, 
unless a centripetal force should arise in the form of a 
vigorous national settlement in Palestine. Their share 
in the intellectual labours of the present day is all the 
more striking when viewed in relation to their proportion 
to the world's population, and a brief survey will suffice 
to show that both in scope and worth it far transcends the 
grudging estimate of writers like Houston Chamberlain, 
who would deny the Jew all genius and creative power. 
A people which has produced four such epoch-makers 
as Moses, Jesus, Spinoza, and Karl Marx has amply 
justified its title to intellectual and spbitual origkiality, 
and a consideration of the achievements of such men as 
Heine, Mendelssohn-Bartholdy, Israels, Ehriich, and a 
host of others who have won renown in various fields of 
human endeavour in our own time, will show in what a 
hig^ degree the Jew has furthered the welfare and enhanced 
the idei^ of mankind. 

The sphere in v4iich the Jews first hegan to co-operate 
in a conspicuous measure with tlieir fellow-citizens in the ' 
intellectual world was that of literature. Scarcely had 
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flief iemied Hie language ol tbdr countiy tium fhef 
began tD oontrilnite to its lilaniy tmsary as poefs and 
novelists, as pliilosophers and historians, as essayists and 
satirists. The creative imagination which had formerly 
revealed itself in passionate odes to Zion now found its 
inspiration nearer at hand, in the life of the surrounding 
people, in its national traditions, its intellectual aspira- 
tions, its political struggles. The ardour with which the 
Jews threw themselves into the intellectual movements 
of their native countries is best illustrated by the literary 
salons of Berlin at the end of the eighteenth and the 
beginning of the ninetoanth century, which owed their 
CMtkm to Jewish women Uke Henriette Herz, Rahfll 
Lefia, od Dorothea and Heniiette Mcndehanha, and 
ih» i^oty of wiiidi passed away with tfacir dianniB^ 
craatm^ It ia in Genaany that the shaieof tiie Jews£ 
the dev^pmentof the national ttteratore has been won 
hitimate and eKtemive than in any other country. From 
^ days ol Moses Mendelssohn, vl^ laid the foondations 
of German aesthetics and literary criticism, radically 
influenced the Laokoon of Lessing, and introduced the 
leading thinkers of England and France to the German 
public, the Jews have contributed a succession of notable 
works to (lerman literature and are represented in all its 
branches. Heine, the most splendid lyrist of his ungrateful 
country, is tlie brightest star in this galaxy of Jewish 
writers, which includes Ludwig Boeme, who stirred re- 
actionary Prussia with his political writings^ Berthold 
Auerbach, who delighted the people with his novels for 
forty ymn, the literary historians Karpeles and Geigcr» 
and a soon or mors ol eminent living writers the poets 
Hobnannslhal and Monibert» the novefisis Schnitifer, 
Georg Hermann, and Jacob Wasaermann, and the prhioe 
of German humorists, Jnlins Stettenhfim The fscondity 
and originality displayed by modem Jewish anthors has 
brought upon them the reproach that they are " judaizing '* 
German literature and has given a new tnm to Anti- 
Semitism, but an impartial critic like Kurt Martens 
actually assigns them a certain superiority over their 
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TeotMiic feOow-mitefS and ve&tora the belief that '* the 
greatest poetic creations of our German future will some 
day issue from a blending of the Gennan with the Jewish 
spirit." ^ In otiier countries the part played by Jews in 
the literary world is of somewhat later date, but it is 
none tlie less of high significance. Denmark has produced 
the greatest Hterary critic of the day, Georg Brandes ; 
in Italy we meet the names of the poet Romanelli and the 
historian of Venice, Romanin ; in France, that delij::^litfui 
weaver of modern romances, Catulle Mendes ; in Holhmd, 
the novelists Heyermanns and Querido ; in Hungary, 
the popular ballad-writer, Joseph Kiss ; in Russia the 
playwri^ts Minski and Yushkevitch, and the novelist 
Dymov; and in England, apart from Benjamin Disradi, 
who was brought up in Christianity from childhood, we 
huvp the novelist and playwright, Israel Zangwill; the 
editor of England's Diahmuy of NaMomU Biegrapky, 
Sidney Lee; the popularizer of Shakespearean study, Israel 
GoUancz; fhe versatile biographer, Lewis Melville; and a 
score of writers on various subjects. Nor can we overiook 
the part played by Jews in the dissemination of literature, 
whether as translators of great writers (Maeterlinck, 
Nietzsche, and Hauptmann, owing their EngUsh versions 
to Jews) or in the publishing trade, in which firms like 
S. Fischer of Berlin and Calmann Levy of Paris stand 
in the front rank of their respective country. 

The activity displayed in the realm of journalism is 
even more extensive than in that of literature. It com- 
prises the founding of the leading international news 
agencies, the ownershqi> and editorship of some of the 
leading Continental newspapers, and collaboration on a 
countless host of p^>eis in all parts of the world. The 
first great news ag^icy that established a systematic 
service of correspondence in all parts of the world was 
that created by Baron Renter, whilst the agencies of WoUE 
and Hirsch are of not less importance on the Continent. 
The Berliner TagebkUt, Frankfurter Zettung, Neue Freie 
Presse, and Pester Lloyd, four of the leading organs in 

* Kurt Martens, LiUraittr in DnUschland (Berlin, 1910), p. i6x. 
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Central Europe, are both owned and edited by Jews, but 
these do not exhaust the list of periodicals that are under 
thdr entire or partial ocmtroi, as thefe aie many other 
journab that are both owned and edited by Jews» or 
owned by Jews and edited by non-Jews, or owned by 
non-Jews and edited by Jews.^ Thns» ^ Prager TageblaU, 
wfaidi so valianfly defends liie interests of tiie German 
element in Bohemia, has a Christian proprietor, but its 
editorial staff is mostly made up of Jews. In America 
the New York World was first raised to a position of 
influence by Joseph PuHtzcr, and the New York Times and 
Globe are also under Jewish control. As for Jewish 
collaboration on the world's press, whether as members 
of the editorial staff, external contributors, or foreign 
corres])ondents, their name is indeed legion, and many 
of them during the last quarter of a century have played 
an i^^K»^tant part in the political world. Suffice it to 
mention such names ' as Lucien Wolf in England, Bernard 
Laaeaie and Jean Finot (Finkelstein) in France, Friedrich 
Denbnig, Maadmilian Harden, and Theodor Wolf in Ger- 
many, Siogmnnd Mflns and Heinrich Frie^nngin Austria, 
and Max Nordan, the Paris oorre^xmdent of ^ Vo$mek§ 
ZeUungacodtbitN0it0FfmePrm§, The great part played 
by the Jews in the newspaper world has in recent years 
formed the gronnd of bitter agitation on the part of the 
Anti-Semites, who complained ^at they use their p>osition 
to further specific Jewish interests, without regard to the 
welfare of their own country. But repeatedly as this 
allegatirni has been made, not a shred of evidence has 
yet been offered in its support. Such papers as the 
Berliner Tagehlatt and the Frankfurter Zeitung are the 
best edited organs of Radical opinion in Germany, but 
they foster Jewish interests only m so far as they advocate 

*T1m FotffteikfMlMif.aftBracaiMroliBora jrears^ 
bat alio iMBBiljr bean acqoirod by « Jewish fim,inistain ft Co., the owaon 
of the popular BaiKa midday paper jfimUmrliikmi mm MiUt^ and otiMr 

Jcmrnals. 

' Henri de Blowitx, the famous Pahs correspondent of the Times, 
vigorously denied that he was of Jewish birth {My M$main, London : 
Bdwaid Arnold, 1906). 
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the general cause of political progress in Germany — a 
policy that is regarded as " anti-national " only by the 
Prussian Junker party. The fact is that Jewish journal- 
ists are almost wholly absorbed in the politics of their 
respective country, are generally identified with a 
particular party, and frequently find themselves in 
opposing camps : the one cause that unites them is the 
cause of peace which certainly nobody can characterize 
as anti-patriotic. Moreover, a good portion of their 
activity is devoted to writings of a non-political nature 
among which they have cultivated with con^pkoous 
vuocess the fine art of the fenilleton. 

The present century has ako witnessed an increashig 
participation by Jews hi the many-sided activity of the 
dramatic world on both sides of the Atlantic, whether as 
playrights, actors, or stage managers. There is not a 
single cultured country in which one cannot in the course 
of the winter season see some drama that has either been 
written by a Jew, or in which a leading part is played 
by a Jew, or which is under Jewish stage-management. 
Alfred Sutro and Israel Zangwill in England, David 
Belasco in America, Henri Bernstein in France, Ludwig 
Fulda and Oscar Blumenthal in Germany, Arthur 
Schnitzler in Austria, Herman Heyermanns in HoUaad» 
and Henry Nathans^ in Denmark— these are among 
the best known and most popular playrights of the 
present day, and they do not by any means exhanst 
^ roll of living Jewish dramatists. As directors and 
managers of theatres the Jews are nnmefonsly repre- 
sented in Germany and Austria, and the most famous of 
tiiem. Max Remhardt, has created an artistic revolution 
In tile production of plays. To the stage, for ^icfa the 
Jew is particularly fitted by temperament, Jewry has 
presented such notable figures as Rachel Felix, the most 
tlirilling interpreter of Comeille and Racine, Adolf von 
Sonncnthal, the greatest actor of Austria, and Ludwig 
Bamay, acclaimed by German critics as a histrionic genius ; 
and from its midst lias sprung tlie greatest actress of the 
present day» Sarah Bernhardt, as well as a host of actors 
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and actresses of emlneDt mik. In allied world of 

music we also encounter a number of illustrious names, 
belonging partly to a former generation and partly to this, 
and sutTicing to rebut the charge of Wagner that Jews 
were devoid of musical genius. Among eminent composers 
are Mendelssohn- Ha rtholdy, Meyerbeer, Offenbach, Gold- 
mark, Bnich, KromcTithal Hal^vy, and Frederic Cowen ; 
whilst the famous instrumentalists of the present genera- 
tion include Joseph Joachim, Mark Hambouig, Misrhft 
Elman, and Ephraim Zimbalist, whose perfonnances have 
entranced oowded and critical andiettoes thiong^hout the 
globe. Jews are also montficent patrons of the opera and 
the ooncert-hall and geneionaly befiiend tiie stit^gfiog 
genius. The light comic opera, whidi Is now so much in 
vpgne, has been cultivated with con^picnoas success by 
Oscar Straus, Leo Fall, Jean Gilbert (Max WintafM), 
and tiie nnisiio-haO or variety theatre is also recniiting its 
artists in an increasing measure from the Jewish fold, 
which likewise provides a great number of theatrical agciiLs 
and impresarios. 

The plastic arts form a comparatively new field of 
activity for the Jew, but he has already achieved enough 
to wnn the w<jrld's recognition of his genius therein. It 
had, indeed, long been maintained that the Jew had no 
capacity for the plastic arts, and the anti-Semite Diihring 
maintained that the religious prohibition of artistic rq>ce- 
sentation was designed to conceal an inborn inoompetenoe. 
But this reproach has long been rolled away by the mag- 
nificent work of Jewish painters and sculptors diqilayed 
during tiie last half-oentuiy in the leading art galleries of 
the worid. Josef Isrsds was acknowledged to be the 
greatest representative of modem Dntdi art; Mare 
AntokolsU was the moat eminent sco4>tor of Russia; Max 
Liebermann is modem Gennansr's most original and dis- 
tinctive painter ; Solomon J. Solomon is among the leading 
artists of England ; whilst in France Camille Pissaro, in 
Austria Leopold Horowitz, in Italy Leopold Pollak, and in 
Poland Leopold Pilichowski, have all given proof of the 
capacity oi the Jew to shine in the plastic arts ii only he 
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is allowed the opportunity. One of the most brilliant 
sculptors of America is Moses Ezekiel, whose works are 
also to be seen in London and Paris, in Berlin and Rome ; 
whilst another original senator, Jacob Epstein, is tbe 
author ol the striking monument to Heine m the cemetery 
of Montmartre. The sons ol Israel have also achieved fame 
in other branches of art : Hermann StnidL as an etcher, 
Heniy Ospovat as a bold caricatorist,^ and lAxssa Bakst 
as a brilliant designer of scenery and costamM for the 
theatre. 

The versatility of the Jewish mind is illustrated by 

its distinction in philosophy and philology, archaeology and 
law, mathematics and chess. The Jews have made good 
use of the right to study at the universities, which was 
originally denied to them, for they now occupy professorial 
chairs in almost all subjects, in most of the great st ats of 
learning in Europe and America, and have advanced the 
bounds of human knowledge in coimtless directions. The 
metaphysical world is now dominated by Henri Beig- 
aon's idea of creative evolution, which has exercised as 
as profound an influence as the teachings of Kant,* whilst 
the development of philosophical thought in tiie nineteenth 
oentnry received a notable impetus f^om Hermann Cohen, 
who moulded the ndnds of Gmnany's Radical thinkers at 
fhe Maibaig University, and from Hermann Steinthal, who 
founded tiie science of radal psychology. The history of 
philological science is studded with Jewish names : Grasiadio 
AscoH opened out new paths in the study of comparative 
philology and the science of phonology ; Arminius Vamb^ry 
traced the origin of the Magyar tongue and mastered all 
the languages and dialects of Central Asia ; Michel Br^al 
wrote an annotated translation of Bopp's epoch-making 
Comparative Grammar of the Indo-European languages, 
which is regarded as sui)erior to the original ; James 
Darmesteter translated the Avesta into both English and 
French and added to our knowledge of the Persian and 
A%han txnxgoes^ and his brother Ais^, with Ado^he 

• The Work of Henry Ospovat. With an appreciation by Oliver 
Onions (London : St. Catherine Press, 191 1). 

• Bilipdii b tiw fint Jew to be deeted to tbB Stancil Acidem^^ 
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Hattf dd, wmpSM a Frandi dkHooaiy Hiat snperaeded 
tiiewoikof Iittr6*; Joseph and HtrtwigBembouig hav« 
thrown light upon the Himyaritic and SatMcan inscrip- 
tions ; and Ignaz Goldziher was the first to give a critical 
history of Arabic traditions. In the study of archcxology 
Jules ()])})ert was tlie first who definitely identified the site 
of ancient Babylon and led the way in the interpretation 
of its contract tablets ; Salomon Keinach has made im- 
portant researches in Roman and Greek archceolo^y ; and 
Charles Waldstein has conducted excavations on the site 
of ancient Platsea. In the field of jurisprudence Tobias 
Asser in Holland and Josef Unger in Austria have made 
masterly and enduring contributions to the theory and 
piactioe of international law. From tiie fonnidable list 
of eniingnt mathematicians it most spffice to mention Geotg 
Cantor* who invented flie tibeoty of transfinite numbers, 
and Karl JacoU, who made cpodi*making disoovenes in 
the fidd of dl^ptical fonctkma; Minkowski, who is a 
leading authority on the ^eory of numbers, and Weingartea. 
whose authority is supreme on the theory of surfaces ; 
SchwarzscliiM. the director of the Potsdam Observatory, 
and Slonini-ki, the inventor of a counting-machine ; 
Hadamard, the author of " Hadamard's theorem," and 
James Sylvester, who discovered the proof and extension 
of Newton's theorem on the imaginary roots of equations 
and shared with his collaborator ( ayley the leadership in 
pure mathematics in England in the nineteenth century. 
The genius of the Jew for pure mathematics explains his 
supremacy in the game of chess, the champions of which — 
Zw:kertort, Steinits, Lasker— have all ipnmg from the 
Jewish foUL 

The adderements of the Jew in the wodd of sdenoe 
are even more strildi^, for to him are doe some of tiie 
most wonderful discoveries and inventions of the last 
hundred years.^ It was Ferdinand Cobn and Naliianid 

Pringsheim who revolutionized tiie study of botany by 
their discoveries concerning the sexuahty of plants and 

* For a fuller account of Jewish acliirveiucnts in scientific invention as 
well as in medical research, see Itulcn ah lirfindm tmd EwtduktWp by ficut 
Ueppner (" W«lt " Verla«, Beiim, tyijj. 
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who created the first institutes for botanical physiology in 
Germany. It was Josef Oesterreiclier who discovered 
Glauber salts, Aaron Aaronsuhn who discovered primitive 
wild wheat in Palestine, Hermann Goldschmidt who dis- 
covered several minor planets, Gabriel Lippman whojdis- 
covered the process of colour photography, Josef Poppar 
who discovered the transmission of power by electricity, 
Albert Michebon who detemiined the velocity of light, 
and Hdnrich Herta ^dio, by his leseaidies in ilie prodno- 
tion of electro-magnetic waves, paved the way lor wireless 
telegraphy. The dectro-tikeimometer owes its invention 
to Peter Ries, the microphone and gramophone were 
invited by Emil Berliner, the Graetzin light owes its 
name to Leo Graetz (son of the Jewish historian, Heinrich 
Graetz), and the discovery and preparation of petroleum 
for lighting purposes were made by Abraham Schreiner, a 
Galician tradesman, in 1853, a year before its discovery in 
America. Moreover, there are four important inventions 
that were anticipated by Jews, but which, owing to lack of 
means and the caprice of fate, they were unable to perfect 
and put upon the market. Thus, the first electric auto- 
mobile was created by M. Davidsohn in 1854, the first 
benzine automobile by Siegfried Marcus in 1875, the first 
electric telephone by Phihpp Reis in i860 (seventeen years 
before the inq>roved invention by Graham Bell), and the 
first rigid aiidiip by David Schwan in 189a. The fate of 
Schwars, who struggled for years to secure the acceptance 
of his invention, was particnlaily sad, for after futile 
negotiations with the Austrian and Russian Governments 
he approached the German Government, and when at 
last, on 13th January 1897, a telegram from the German 
War Office, summoning him to Berlin for a trial flight, 
reached him in the street, he was so ovenvhelmed 
with joy that he fell dead on the spot. It was not 
until after the ascent of Schwarz's vessel, which took 
place in the presence of Count Zeppelin, that the latter 
proceeded to construct his first airship, for which he 
obtained the aluminium and propellers from the same 
works as Schwars.^ 

iTIwpiooMrcf afiqgiaG«nuayivM«]eoa Jeir,OCto lilimithal, to 
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Equally impressive is the record of Jewish achieve- 
ment in the manifold advance of medical science, which 
from the earliest time has numbered Jews among its 
ablest and most zealous practitioners. The most remark- 
able discovery of our day, salvarsan, is due to the Jew 
Paul Ehrlich, the value of whose specific in suppressing 
the most maleficent disease of mankind was unanimousiy 
acknowledged at the last internatioiial Medical Congress 
in London (AugQft 1913) ; and to tiie same bmidi of 
then^mtict befe^gs tiie test diaoovwed by August von 
Wassennan* from iHioni it has recehred Hs name. Hie 
researdbes and discoveries of Jewish phyridans inother 
branches of medical sdence axe also (rf commanding import- 
ance. Albert Neisser, in 2879, at tbe age of twenty-loiff; 
di s co v ered ^ bacittaa of gonorriicBa, and introdnoed 
the method of local treatment whidi has since been md- 
versallv adopted. Albert Frankelwas the first to expound 
the theory of the micrococci of pneumonia ; Ludwig 
Traube was one of the greatest specialists of his day in 
experimental pathology and wrote many epi»ch-making 
monop^raphs on digitalis, fever, and diseases of the lungs, 
heart, and kidneys ; Benedikt Stilling was the first surgeon 
to introduce ovariotomy into Germany (1837), and his works 
on the central organs of the nervous system were crowned 
by the French Institute ; Salomon Strieker made important 
discoveries in the histology of the cornea and the mechanism 
of lymphatic secretion ; Sir Ft^ Senxtt is the leading 
English specialist in tiuoat dioeaaeo and was physician ex- 
traordinary to King Edward ; Waldemar Haffldne» who 
was commissioned by the Government of India to inqnne 
into the bacteriology of tiie plague in tiiat ooontry, dis> 
covered a metiiod of inocolaton by which he rednced the 
mortality nearly 90 per cent, and founded the Govern- 
ment Plague Research i.aboratory which issues thousands 
of doses to various tropical countries ; Friedrich Gustav 
Henle wrote standard works embodying notable dis- 
coveries concerning the cuticular root-sheath of the hair, 

wlKao a pobtto mwnwtnl hit just hem mmBed (iTtii Jwm 1914) mat 
Btdln, on the vpot on whkfa* in 1S96, he att Ui dflKth wbOe ex- 
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the microscopical structure of tlie cornea, and the " loops 
of Henle " in the kidneys ; Ludwig Jacobson, in 1809, 
discovered a hitherto unknown absorptive organ in the 
human nose, whkh was named " the Jacobsonian organ/' 
and invented several surgical appliances ; Cesare Lombroao 
diaooveied tiie cause of pellagra, wrote qx>ch-maktng works 
an geniiis and crime, and " effected a revohitian in the 
mode of viewiog bolh the crhmoal and the dime whidi 
has found expxeasaaa in the newer penal codes " ^ ; Alex- 
ander Marmorek disooverad an antidote for tuberculosis; 
and David Nabano co-operated in the discovery of the 
origin of sleeping sickness. 

Wanderers as the Jews have always been against their 
will, they have also travelled in the interests of science 
and brought light into unknown regions in various parts 
of the earth. Arminius Vambery was the first European 
who, at the peril of his life and in the disguise of a Siinnite 
dervish, penetrated through the Great Salt Desert to 
Samarcand and Herat. £min Pasha, whose real name 
was Eduaid Schnitzer, explored the Lakes Victoria and 
Albert Nyanza and was killed by a band of semi- Arabs. 
Hermann Burchardt explored the interior of Asia Minor 
and the Yemen and was murdered on the road from Mokha 
to Sanaa, and Eduaid Glaser explored Hat whc^ of South 
Axafaia with results tiiat have levohitkmised tibe study of 
its ancient monuments and of the history and geography 
of ancient Arabia. Marc Aurd Stein has made lemaxk- 
ahle aidiflBological discoveries in Chinese Tuikestan ; Max 
von Oppenheim has unearthed the long-buried capital of 
a Ilittite Empire in Central Mesopotamia ; Waldemar 
Jochelson has roamed throuG^h Northern Siberia and dis- 
covered amonf,^ the aborigines two Ynkac^hir dialects 
hitherto considered extinct; and Angelo Heilprin scaled the 
heights of Orizaba and PojK ratepetl and led the Peary 
Relief Expedition to Greenland. Even Nansen is a grand- 
son of a Russian Jew named Nathansohn, and Sven Hedin 
is likewise the grandson of a Jew, so that it should not 
snxprise us to learn that Columbus was also of Jewish 
descent. 

* Dr. Mm NorImi ia tte Jmiik Bmydopmiia, vtt. p. 155- 
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In addition to the foregoing spheres of activity in 
which Jews have contributed so much to the enlighten- 
ment and betterment of mankind, to the increase of know- 
ledge and the decreaie of suffering, they have also laboured 
in otiier directions upon a broad cosmopolitan plane for 
the promotion of tiie welfare of humanity. Imre Kiralfy 
has oiganiied intematioiial ednbitions; David Lobin 
lonnded tiie International Agxicoltiiial Institute at Rome ; 
Lndwjg Zamenhof cnated the most popular of inter- 
national tongues, Esperanto ; Fdix Adler has striven to 
banish religious strife by the propagation of ethical ddtnre; 
Ivan Blioch preached the futility of modem war long 
before Norman Angell and inspired the convening of the 
Haj^uc Conferences ; and Alfred Fried is the most assiduous 
apostle of the gospel of peace.* 

Such, in brief, is the record of Jewish achievement in 
the various spheres of intellectual and idealist effort. It 
represents but a partial picture, however, of the labours of 
Jewry, for it contains the names only of those who have 
attained to more than local emmence; but there are 
thoosands and tens of thonsands who, if endowed with 
less genins, are woiking with equal seal and industry 
in the various arts ol civilisation. This mere outliiie, 
however, attests an and impressive contiilm- 

tion to the advancement of ihe coltoie and progress 
of humanity, and yet it is the product only of tiie 
smaller half of Jewry, the half that has had tiie good 
fortune to enjoy the blessings of freedom and educa- 
tion. Who can say, when tlie cloud of oppression that 
still enwraps the greater half has passed away and the 
slumbering talents of nameless myriads have been quick- 
ened into play, what further conquests in the realm of 
science, what further creations in the realm of fancy, will 
yet be added by Jewish genius to the enrichment of 
mankind ? 

* In 191 1 tlie Nobel Prize for the preservation of peace was Jiviiled 
between Alfred Fried and the late Tobias AsstT. Tn 1907 the Nobel Prize 
for physics was awar led io Professor Albert MicUclson, and in 1908 the 
prize for physics was awarded to Gabriel Lippman, and that for medicine 
to VnSimoi IM Blniich. Da 19x0 <l» Hotel Mm tor KteBMon wu 
%wud0d to MlHefM, iviw ted a jMlah moHkm* 
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BOOK VI 
THE RELIGIOUS ASPECT 
INTRODUCTION 

Religion the prime factor in the conservation of Jewry — Its 
waning influence in modem times 

RELIGION is the chief dynamic force of Jewish Hfe. 
It is the principal power that has protected the 
Jewish people irom the ceaseless assaults that have 
been aimed against it throughout the ages. It has endowed 
Israel with a sublime system of ethical ideals, and found 
concrete expression in a number of institutions that form 
the essential basis of every community. Without Judaism 
Jewry could not have survived the sufierings and struggles 
of its long and wideq>read dispersion ; without adhesion 
to the principles and practices of their faith, whidi necessi- 
tated segi^tion and exdnded intermarriage^ the Jews 
would long ago have become absorbed among Ihe nations. 
Other nations could exist without a distinctive religion, for 
they had their land, which formed the basis of their national 
existence ; but for the Jews, who were bereft of their land, 
a distinctive religion — a faith which marked them off 
from all other peoples and united them in their dispersion 
— was the prime necessity of their existence. Their dis- 
persion necessarily involved local differences of ecclesiastical 
organization, for whilst in the countries in which they 
enjoy absolute equality in civil and political life, such as 
England and America, they have no relations with the 
Government on the basis of their synagogical unions, they 

m, in Central and Eastern Europe under the direct or 

067 



Digitized by Google 



268 JEWISH LIFE IN MODERN TIMES 



indirect supcrv isioii of the State in their ordering oi their 
religious affairs. 

Despite these differences of organisation, however, and 
despite h eal difieraioes of custom and ritual, the great 
bulk of Jewry was until comparatively recent times 
bound together by a unity of faith ¥^iich is almost without 
paialld in the family of religions. This mdty was doe to a 
strong attaduncnt to tradition, which hdd midi^ted 
sway in evecy land until it was weakened, first, by the dia- 
lling tiiat foUowed in the wake of the false Messiahs ; 
secondly, by die fatkmalism and scepticism diffosed by 
modem education ; and thirdly, by dvil and political eman- 
cipation, which promoted social intercourse between Jews 
and Christians. The consequences of these various move- 
ments were that an increasing number of Jews deserted 
the fold in almost every country and intermarried with 
their Christian neighbours, and that, on the other hand, an 
attempt was made to reform the principles and customs 
of Judaism in accordance with the modem ideas generated 
by the spirit of the time and the infioence of a hberal en- 
vironment These reforming efiorts, however, have failed to 
check the secessions that are steadily going on, for the 
sovereignty of religions idealism has been nsniped by 
material expediency. Hence the most powerful bond tiiat 
kept the Jews together sfaioe flie fifst day of their exile 
has lost its pristine vigour, and tiiey are slippmg slowly 
and steadily from its grasp and beoomiog abaofbed among 
the natkMSs around ^h^m. 
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CHAPTER I 



ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION 

Tlw Synagdgoe the basis of the coinxniinitT— Compfementary 
reUgkms institutions — Religiotis oi|;anization in England, America, 
and on the Continent — Ecclesiastical administraticm-— Tlie tiainiiig 
of the fiabbi—Varieties oi Synagogue ritual 

^^"^ RGANIZATION for religious purposes forms the 



basic ioundatioQ oi every Jewish communityt 



However nmnecoiis its aodal and educational insti- 
ttttioiis may be, however vigoroiis its economic and political 
Ufe, every commmiity owes its origin to the desire of its 
eazliest members to meet together for public worship. As 
soon as there are in a town ten adult males above tiie age 
of thirtiw — the minimum quorum necessary for congrega- 
tional service^ they assemble in the house of one of their 
number or in a hired room for common prayer on Sabbaths 
and festivals. If the spirit of piety in their midst is not 
strong enough to draw them together every Sabbath they 
are at least impelled by their racial consciousness to cele- 
brate the festivals with their historic memories and symbolic 
ceremonies ; but should they be deaf even to the appeal 
of these hallowed associations they can rarely resist the 
solemn call of tlie New Year and the Day of Atonement, 
which summons the children of Israel in all lands to prayer 
and penitence. With the lapse of time the little com- 
munity outgrows its modest meeting-place and must build 
unto itself a 63magogue, a task in which it is usually aided 
by co-religionists from neighbourii^ towns and the metro- 
polis ; and tiie conduct of the service* which was formerly 
read simply by a layman, is now entrusted to a professional 
cantor, the Chtuum, ndio intones the prayers according* 
to the traditional melodies with eiqfMrt ability. The 




Digitized by Google 



370 JEWISH LIFE IN MODERN TIMES 



founden of the commtinity are thus the builders of its 
first synagogue. A further increase of the congxcgatioD 
enables it to appoint a Rabbi in addition to the cantor, 
and tiie continued growth of the oommnhity, whether by 
natural aocietion or immigration, resolts in tiie rise of 
other 83fnagogue8» some of whidi are founded by groiqs 
of feUow-townsmen from another country. Thus» in 
Ixmdon, New Yoik, and other great dties in the West there 
are numerous houses of prayer, oQled Ckemw^ Brodier- 
hoods"), bearing the name of the native place of their 
founders, such as the " Ludz Chevrah " or " Cracow 
Congregation/' a phenomenon attesting the local patriot- 
ism of the Jew. 

The synagogue is the basic religious institution of the 
community, but it by no means suffices for the variety of 
its spiritual needs and religious requirements, and hence 
it must be supplemented by a series of otlier institutions. 
First comes the schoolroom generally situated on the 
premi se s of the s3niagogue itself, in which the children 
are tanght the Hebrew language and the tenets of Judaism. 
Secondly comes tiie 8ian|^t«c4iouse, in which cattle and 
poultry that are permitted to be eaten are killed in accord- 
ance with Rabbinical law to provide ko$her meal Next 
comes tiie Mikvak, or b^^iStk for ritual purificaticm, wliich is 
far mofe prevalent in the East tlian hi the West ; andtiien 
a**separate cemetery consecrated to the reception of Hie 
dead. In the West, and among those assimilated to 
Western modes of life, the schoolroom is for the use of the 
children. But in tlie East, and among those settled in the 
West who still preserve the ways of the East, the scho(^l- 
room is a Beth Hamidrash, a "house of study " in which 
adult congregants foregather at night for the study of tlie 
Talmud under the guidance of the Rabbi, and in which even 
during the day pious greybeards meditate over the f athom- 
lesswonders of theTorah. In such communities thechildren 
receive religious instruction in a private school (Chsdm^ 
kept by a teacher in his own house, or in a publicly sup- 
ported institution called a T€kmd ToNtk (" Study of tiie 
Law "). The proviskm of Mm meat in a populous 
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centre demands several abattoirs, equipped by a large 
stafi of licensed slaughterers, and controlled by a board 
representing the various synagogues in the town, called the 
Board of 5AMMi«A("Sla]Dghtering''). Thereligioiisreqinre- 
ments of the oomnninity as nogaids food are not complete, 
howew, nntQ it also possesses a bakery for the prodno- 
tkm of bread and cakes, and a dairy for tiie supply of milk 
and butter, acoordiqg to Jewish ritual law. The cemetery 
is generally under the administration of the coondl of the 
synagogue or of a union of synagogues, but it is occasionally 
controlled by an independent Burial Society ; whilst the 
final rites connected with the interment of the dead are 
usually discharged by the Chevrah Kadisha, a " Holy 
Brotherhood " whose members are animated by a high 
sense of religious duty. 

The foregoing description of the growth of a congregation 
applies in essentials to all parts of the world. It reflects 
the usual course of development in all English-speaking 
countries, where the State does not interfere with the 
religious Mberty of its Jewish sabjects, who may 
establish congr^tions and bnild ssmagognes whenefver 
th^ please, but it is subject to certain qoalificatioiis on 
the Continent It is tme tiiat the constitatbn of tiie 
London United Synagogue was i^vpioved by Act of 
Parliament, but ffais measure was destod 1^ the f oundeia 
ol &e United Synagogue themselves and was not 
dictated by the State. It is because of the complete 
liberty allowed by the civil authority, both national and 
municipal, that the ecclesiastical system of Jewry in 
English countries consists mainly of separate congregations, 
each of which is independent of and unconnected with the 
other. Apart from tlie United Synagogue and the Feder- 
ation of Synagogues in London there is no other ecclesiastical 
union in British Jewry, but the Chief Rabbi of the United 
Synagogue is also elected by representatives of other con- 
gregations in England and the British Colonies, and is thus 
recognized as the spiritual head of the majority of tiie 
Jews in the British Empire. In the United States, however, 
cveiy ccmgregation is a law unto itself, though conf eranoes 
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both of the Orthodox and of the Reform Rabbis are held 
pfldodically to diacuis reUgious questions and decide ixfoa 
common action. 

On the Continent the ttttdage exercised by the Govern- 
ment over its Jewish oommimity in the Middle Ages has been 
pr ee ervc d ior llie most part to the present day, though in 
Western Europe it has assumed a ooostitntioiial form* ht^ 
fma any despotic or humiliating feature. In Germany and 
Austria every Jew must be a memiber of the congregation 
in his town and contribute the tax imposed upon him (an 
obK^tion that is enforced , if necessary, by the civil 
authority), and only those are exempted from this duty 
who take the extreme step of formally renouncing their 
Judaism by declaring themselves confcssionslos (" re- 
ligionless "). The formation of congregations and their 
approval by the local or central Government is com- 
pulsory in these countries, but there is no uniformity 
in either of them as regards the exact measure of con- 
trol exercised by the civil authority. In Wiirttembe^g, 
Baden, Hesse, and Mecklenburg, the ccmgre^ations are 
administeted by a central board directly reqxmsible to thie 
Government, which sanctions the election of Rabbis ; but 
in Prussia there is no central board, and eadi oommnnit^ 
can create its own ecclesiastical otganisatioii, though under 
tile genersl supervision of tiie State. In Austria and 
Hungary them is likewise local autonomy, but in Moravia 
the committee of every congregation must be reported to 
the police and the election of a Rabbi must be confirmed by 
the authorities. In France, since the Act of Separation, the 
ecclesiastical organization of the Jews is free from Govern- 
ment control, but the system of consistories originated by 
Napoleon I, with a central council in Paris, is still main- 
tained, a system that likewise prevails in H^illand. Belgium, 
and Alsace- Loraine. In Russia, as in Central Europe, every 
Jew must belong to some congregation, whilst new con- 
gregations can be formed only with the penmssion of the 
Government. Moreover, every congregation usually has 
two Rabbis : a spiritual head elected by itself, and m 
second chief, tiie "down Rabbi," lypointed by the 
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Government to keep the registry of births, marriages, and 
deaths ; but there is no Chief Rabbi for the entire Empire 
or for any pioviiice. I n Turkey there is an elaborate system 
of comnnmal <»ganisation, governed by a national council, a 
tenq>oral council, and a spiritual councU ; and the Chief 
RaU)i wboae election requires the sanction of the Goyem- 
ment, is endowed by it with high powers of authority over 
the spiritual affairs of the whole <k Ottoman Jewry. 

It win thus be seen that there is no central rdigious 
authority in Israel, no single ecclesiastical dignitary who 
exercises a universal overlordship. Each country is inde- 
pendent of the other ; for the most part each local con- 
gregation is independent of the others in the same country ; 
and even each synagogue is independent of others in the 
same town. But what binds the great majorit}' oi con- 
gregations together and supplies an element of uniformity 
is the accepted autliority of traditional law as embodied in 
the Talmud and codified in Joseph Caro's Shulchan Aruck 
(** Table Prepared "). It is in conformity with these codes 
that most of the Chief Rabl»s, be their diocese an Empire, 
a country, or mer^ a congregation, conduct theur 
administration, Hioq^ personal prodivities and local cir- 
cumstanoes produce a certain variety of attitude to laws 
that are not of fundamental importance. The Chief Rabbi 
usually performs his ecclesiastical functions throtigh the 
medium of a court, the Bah Din (" Court of Judgment 
in which he is assisted by two or more Rabbis, and he bears 
the title of i^osA Beth Din {" Head of the Court of Judgment") . 
This Court, the modern counterpart of the ancient Sanhedrin, 
decides all questions pertaining to the religious domain. It 
issues marriage certificates and bills of divorce ; it deals 
with cases of proselytism ; it examines and licenses 
slaughterers, who must produce their knives for searching 
inspection, and it also licenses butchers ; it takes systematic 
measures to ensure the ritual fitness of all food offered for 
Jewish consumption, not only meat, but also bread, milk, 
buttev^ and cheese ; it supervises the baking of unleavened 
biead for Passover ; and it solves numberiess piobleois 
relating to ritual observances and ceremonies that arise in 
28 
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the daily life of the community. Its authority is seldom 
disputed, and it is noteworthy that in the few cases in which 
the authority of the Chief^Rabbi in England has been dis- 
puted by provincial butchers, in regard to pronouncements 
on the kashrus or ritual fitness of meat offered for sale, it 
has been iq^ekl by the civil court. The jurisdiction of the 
Beth Din usually comprises only questions of religious law, 
but civii disrates are abo often voluntarily submitted to its 
decision, and cases In which both parties are Jews are also 
occasionally referred to it by dvil judges. 

The aspirant to the Rablnnate nrast undeigo a long 
course of trainii^ in a theological seminary b^ore he Is 
qualified to receive the title Rabbi The instruction In 
the few seminaries {Yeshiboih) in Russia is modelled largely 
on tlie system observed throughout the Middle Ages and is 
almost wholly confined to Hebrew lore ; and after the stu- 
dent has passed a searching examination in the Talmud and 
the ritual codes by his teacher or another Rabbi he is given 
the diploma of H attar at Horaah (" permission to teach and 
decide "), which attests his ability to discharge Rabbinical 
functions. The diploma confers no sacred power and is 
not a priestly licence : it may be acquired by any layman 
who is sufficiently learned in Rabbinic lore, and its holder 
derives the authority to act as Rabbi from the congregation 
that appoints him. During the nineteenth century modem 
Rabbinical seminaries were established in Western Burope 
and America,^ at which stress is laid iqxm the acquisition of 
an advanced secular education In addition to the knowledge 
necessary for tiie Rabbinical office, and hence the modem 
Rabbi generally possesses a univerrity degree. He Is 
furtherdistinguished from his colleagues in Eastern countries 
and fr(»m most ui the Rabbis ministering to foreign con- 
gregations in the West by a more practical conception of his 
office. The Rabbi uf the Eastern type delivers sermons only 

> The most important i>eminarics, in the order of their foun(Kition. are 
those oi lireslau (i^M)* London (1856), Berlin (the luoderaiely coq- 
aenratiw IsknmaUOt f9r 4i0 Wistmmlmft 4*9 JuUniumt fai 1879, and (hi 
strictly orthodox Rabbiner Seminar in 1873), CiadBaattl (xS;^, B«d > ' 
pest (1S77)' N«sr York (1S66), and Vmqm (1893)- 
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occasionally, which are profound expositions of Talmudical 
texts ; he answers all questions relating to religious customs 
and ritual practice ; but he makes little or no attempt to 
take account of the inlluence of modem conditions upon 
Judaism. The Western Rabbi preaches sermons regularly 
in the vernacular, in which he deals with problems of tlie 
day and tries to reconcile Jewish tradition with modem 
thought ; he supervises the rdigious education of the young; 
he visits his congregants ; he visits the sick and helps 
the poor; and he is regarded and accepted in the 
outer worid as the xiepresaitatEve of his community. The 
protosional aflsimilatinn of the modem Rabin to the 
Christian minister has in England gone to the eictent of his 
adopting the ordinary clenu^al gaib and the title of " Rever- 
end." ^ But in ^e purely eodesiastleal ^ere he enjoys 
less authority than his Eastern colleague ; the latter is the 
undisputed leader of his community, the arbiter in all 
questions of religious observance, whereas tlie modern Rabbi 
is often the mere instalment of his congregation, whose will 
is sovereign in all proposed changes of the ritual or hturgy. 

The centuries of dispersion and myriadfold dismember- 
ment of Jewry have naturally produced divergences of 
synagogue ritual that are quite unconnected with differences 
of doctrine. There are two main systems which are grouped 
around the ritual of the Ashkenazim, or Jews of Germany 
(Heb., Ashkenaz), and around that of the Sephardim, or 
Jews of Spain (Heb., S$phairi), The Ashkenaaic lituxgy, 
which is by far the most extensivdy used, has undeigone 
minor variations in Russia and Polaiid as weU as in England 
and America ; whilst the Sephardic ritual, which cUfiers 
in the sequence of certain prayers and the text of others, 
and diows a preference for the compositions of writers of 
Spanish origin, is exclusivdy employed by the descendants 
of the exiled Jews of Spain and Portugal, who migrated 
mostly to Turkey and the other lands washed by the 
Mediterranean, as well as, in smaller groups, to England 

> The late Chief Rabbi of Bnglaiid, Dr. Henun Adler, oaoe conferred 

the title ol " iv'vcrcntl " upon a schoolmaster, an act which axoUBli OOOf 
•iderable criticiam as beioK uttwly iorei|^ to Je¥d8b tradition. 
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and Holland, and even to various parts of Nortii and South 
America. The Sephardic ritual has also undergone certain 
variations, the principal being the Castilian, the Ara^onian, 
the Catalonian, and tlie Provencal, whilst further variations 
are found simong the Jews of Arabia and Morocco. The 
Sephardim, moreover, who probably do not number more 
than half a million in all, differ from the Ashkenazim in 
thdr prommdatioii of Hebrew, and attach leas importance 
to an elaborately nniaical aervioe. Tbey have their own 
aynagogoea and flieir own indq>eDdent Rabbis, but in all 
the essentials of faith and oWrvanoe they acknowledge 
the same traditional authority as tibe majority of Jewry. 
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FAITH AND OBSERVANCE 

Paucity of sectarian differences — Tlie rise of Reform Judaism — 
Evolution of the ritual code — Creed and prayer — The worship of 
the Synagogue — The Chassidim — Orthodoxy in Western Jewry — 
Characteristics of Reform Judaism and its e£Eect8 — Causes of the 
religious decline 

DESPITE its loog lustoiy and woild-wide diapef^n, 
Jewry presents a liiglier degree of religioiis unity 
than either of the two great religions that have 
S})rung from its loins. The comparative paucity of sec- 
tarian differences is all the more remarl^able in view of 
the local religious autonomy that has been enjoyed by 
Jewish communities since the decay of the Talmudical 
academies in Babylon and the extinction of the Princedom 
of the Captivity in the year 1040. The few sects that have 
arisen in the history of Israel since the downfall of its 
national independence were banned as sowers of heresy, 
and weie doomed to stagnation or extinction. The Kara- 
ites who arose in the eighth century as rebels against the 
mihanty of the Rabbinic traditions and, in^ired by an 
ascetic vieiw of life, founded a new religions system on 
the letter of the Scriptures alone, number to-day only 
some 12,000 souls, concentrated mostly in southern 
Russia, with a few small communities in Turkey and Egypt 
The Pseudo-Messianic sects that arose in tiie eighteentii 
century under the influence of Sabbatai Zevi and his 
adventurous imitators, moved rather by mental unrest 
than by dogmatic dissent, left no trace upon the surface 
of Judaism itself. The sect of the Donmch (Turkish, 
" apostates ") in Salonica, formed by Sabbatai's nephew, 
Berechiah Querido, is practically a conimuoity of Moslems; 

•71 
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whilst the Frankists in Poland, who went over to Chris- 
tianitv. have completely died out. The only sect of the 
eighteenth century that has remained within the fold of 
Israel is that of the Cliassidim, founded by Israel ben 
Eliezer, of Miedzyboz, in Podolia, who was famed as a 
worker of miracles through the name of God, and known 
as the Baal Shem Tob (" Master of the Good Name "). But 
the rhawktim do not differ from the rest of orthodox 
Jewiy on eny point of degmft : tiiey differ sinpfy In tfaeir 
conoq)^tkm of the rdiigioQS life. They rogard fervour of 
faith as its highest fawentlal and as sc^^erior to profondity 
of Talmodical learning, and altlioii^ tiiey have flieir own 
houses of prayer and their own ritual, they fully accept 
and acknowledge the authority of the Oral Law. 

It was not until the earlier half of the nineteenth century, 
when the Jews of Western Europe had already begun to 
enjoy the fir>ttruits of civil emancipation and had come 
under the inliuence of modem culture, that the first schism 
in the domain of dogma took place. This schismatic 
movement, known as Reform Judaism, was the develop- 
ment of a tendency that had already begun at the close of 
the eighteenth century in Germany for the improvement of 
the synagogue service, and which was mainly confined to 
the excision of obsolete prayers (audi as the prayers for 
the heads of the extinct Babylonian academies) *aiid the cur» 
taifanent of festival hynms written in obscore pbrasecdogy. 
It followed up these external changes, that were designed 
merely to produce a decorous service, with a change in tiie 
doctrines and practices of Judaism that was designed to 
harmonize the ancient religion with tiie modem outlook 
of some of its followers. It rejected the authority of the 
Oral Law, it introduced an org:an and a mixed choir into the 
synagogue, it expunged from the j^rayer book ^dl references 
to the coming of a Messiah and the restoration of Zion, and it 
abolished the second da\'s of the festivals as an anachronism 
dating from the Talmudic age, when the exact incidence of 
the festivals could not be fixed as in these days of science. 
The crucial principle that separated the Reformers from 
orthodox Jewry was their concq^tion of the destiny of 
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Iscaid. Ever since the destruction of Jemsaldn by Titos, 
the Jews had looked npon their dispersion as a punishment 
for tiieir sins and fervently prayed for Hidr restoration to 

the Holy Land. The Reformers declared that the dis- 
persion was not a punishment but a divinely appointed 
means for spreading the teachings of Judaism throughout 
the world, and hence they ceased to pray for a personal 
Messiah and for the return of Israel t(^ his ancestral land. 
These revolutionary doctrines were first proclaimed in 
Germany and fcnnid only limited acceptance, but upon 
their being transi^lanted to the United States they found 
a more friendly atmoq>here and developed to radical ex- 
tremes, pioducing an ever-widening breach from the 
traditions of Orthodox Judaism. But let us first examine 
the princq>les of Orthodox Judaism, and we shall then be 
in a better position to appreciate the significance of Reform 
Judaism. We must only premise that neither of diese 
designations correctly denotes certain shades of conformity 
that fie between strict Or&odoxy and advanced Reform, 
for there is a scale of degrees of observance— or non- 
observance — that leads from the one extreme to the other. 

The faith and practice of the orthodox Jew are based 
upon a dual Law — tiie Written Law, consisting of the Torah 
or Bible ; and the Oral Law, consisting of the Talmud. He 
believes that in addition to the Written Law given on 
Mount Sinai an interpretation of its difficulties was simul- 
taneously revealed to Moses, and that tliis interpreta- 
tion, handed down through an unbroken chain of authori- 
ties, from Moses to Joshua, from Joshua to the Elders, 
from the Elders to the Prophets, and from the Prophets 
to the Men of the Great Synagogue, was carefully trans- 
mitted to the Rabbis who flourished after the faU of the 
Tenq»le and who expounded it in orderly and systematic 
form in the six " orders " or sections of the Mishnah. This 
Mishnah, wtack means " Repetition/' or that which is 
learnt by heart, was the result of a compiling and editorial 
activity that was carried on for more than two centuries 
and which was completed about the year 200 c.e. It 
was a compendium of law relating to all aspects of life 
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and all branches of religious obtemnoe^ designed* in 
the Rabbinic phiaaa, to "fonii a feDoe" aboat tiie 
Torah, and tfana reduce tiia probalnUty of tnuugresnon. 
Bat the Midinah, which was baaed i^xm Hkt Sci^tore 
and which merely set forth tiia trsditiaoal law witii little 
aignmentatioii, was subjected to farther diicni i iffln and 
axandnation in tiie academies of Babylon and Pdestine lor 
three centuries, and the resultant record of the emendation 
and expansion of the disputations and decisions received 
the name of Gemara or "completion." The Mishnah and 
the Gemara, text and commentary, together constitute 
the Talmud, which, in its Babylonian rtcension, has ex- 
ercised its sway over Jewry tlirouphout the centuries of the 
dispersion. The Talmud is primarily a detailed exposition 
of traditional law, accompanied by the argumentative 
prean^>le and casuistic discussion that preceded eadi 
decision, bat it is also a yast treasare^ioaae of ancient 
lore, replete with parables and m^^tw anecdotes and 
folklore, allegories and exhortations, that throw a flood of 
light npon the life, faitii, and cnstoma of tiie Jews in the 
early period of their exile. The Talmnd was tiras too 
monomental and laby rinthin e a worii to be convenieot for 
ready reference in ^ ooantless questions of ritnal that 
arise in the daily Hfe of tiie obseivant Jew, and heooe it 
was reduced by Moses Maimonides. in the twelfth centory, 
to a code of more manageable proportions, tlie Mishneh 
Torah {" Copy of the Law "), divided into fourteen books. 
Even this work was regarded by later generations as too 
unwieldy, so it was reduced in turn, a century and a half 
later, by Rabbi Jacob ben Asher, to a new code entitled 
Arbaah Turim ("Four Rows"). But this code, too, w*as 
reduced still further in the sixteenth century by Rabbi 
Joseph Caro into a handy digest, which he entitled 
Shulchan Armh C Prepared Table This woric, 
S3rstematicaUy arranged into books, sections, chapters, 
and paragraphs* became tbe standard code of Jewish 
law and life; bnt even its poblicatioii did not pat an end 
to the exposition of traditional lacw, for, as it was tiia 
product kA a Sqphaidic Jew, annotatknia were added by 



Digitized by Google 



FAITH AND OBSERVANCE 281 



Rabbi Moses Isseries embodying the customs of Polish 
and German communities, and it received further accre- 
tions in the form of notes and commentaries dealing with 
questions that had arisen through changed conditions of Hfe. 
The Shulchan Aruch thus forms the final repository of law, 
and onl}^ they who scrupulously conform to its regulations 
are regarded as orthodox Jews in the strictest sense. It 
ezpounds the duties of the Jew to man and his Maker ; it 
governs his acts in all the relations of life, private and public, 
domestic and social, from the cradle to the grave ; it enacts 
in minute detail how he shall dress and how he should walk, 
what he should eat and what he should drink; howheahouhl 
kill the animals fit for hit consun^tion, and pupm their 
fleshlorlood; how he diouldimy end how he should study, 
how he sboukl keep the Sabbath and cdebrate the feasts and 
fasts, how he should bake the unleavened bread for Pass- 
over and build the booths for Tabernacles ; what his duties 
are to his wife and his children, to his parents and his 
teachers, to his neighbours and the community, to the or- 
phans, the sick, and the poor, to the living and to the dead. 

So elaborate and all-embracing is this compendium 
of ritual law, covering every conceivable act in human life, 
that it might seem to leave no room for spiritual religion, 
and yet the articles of faith formulated by Maimonides and 
the pages of the prayer book bear abundant evidence to 
the sublimity of faith of the orthodox Jew. He believes 
in the unity, the eternity, and the inoorporeality of the 
Cieator, who is the cause of all things and is alone to be 
worshipped. He brieves in the woids of the profdiets* 
of ^om Moses is the greatest, and in the divine oi^;in of 
the Toiah, which is unchangeable. He believes that God 
knows the deeds and thoughts of man, and lewaxds those 
who observe His oommandments and punishes thoae who 
transgress them ; and he believes in the coming of the 
Messiah and the resurrection of the dead. But he 
attaches less importance to creeds than to deeds. He 
lives and acts not according to a catechism of faith but 
according to a code of laws and customs, which enshrine 
for him a religious truth, an ethical ideal, or an historic 
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experience. He shuns all food and drink forbidden by the 
dietary laws, avoids all restaurants but those that are kosher, 
and is shocked on seeing a fellow- Jew eat a piece of for- 
bidden meat. He has special benedictions for all occa- 
sions : when it thunders or lightens, when he sees a rainbow 
or the new moon, when he undertakes a sea voyage or has 
etcaped a serious danger, when he beholds a distinguished 
tage or is io the presence of a monarch, when he hears 
good tidings or is informed of a death. He ofiere iq> three 
ptindpal prayers a day in Hdnew— not brief prayerB, bat 
a completo service of prayers and psalms, which occt^ies 
at least half an hour fai the morning and half as long in the 
afternoon and tiie evemng. He extols tiie greatness of 
God, thanks Him for Wa manifold mercies, entreats His 
guidance and protection thxonghont life, prays that all 
nations shall bow down to Him, and that the scattered 
children of Israel may be gathered together from the four 
corners of the earth and be reunited in Zion. At his 
morning devotions he wears a tallis, or praying-shawl, with 
fringes at the four corners, and on all days but Sabbaths 
and festivals he also dons his tcphillin (phylacteries) ; 
even on his travels he takes these accessories with him, and 
whether on an Atlantic liner or in a continental express he 
never fails to don his Uphillin in the morning, contenting 
himself for the nonce with the small fringed garment on 
his body instead of the more ample and attractive tallis, 
and steeled by his faith against the amnsed gaae of the 
Gentile or of his own lax bretibren. The rationalist may 
shake his head at this periodic and ponctnal oatponiing 
of prayer, bat he most indeed be nninb to all sense of the 
snblime who is not impressed by the sight of a poor pedlar, 
who, after tnidging the whole day long with a heavy pack 
in search of a pittance, suddenly sees that the sun will set 
before he can reach home, and so hastens to some deserted 
lane or held, where he places his burden on the ground, 
turns his face towards Uie east, and devoutly begins the 
afternoon prayer : 

" Happy are they that dweU in Tky kow! fft#y miU b$ «Mr pmitimg 
Thm, S«fa*"(Fli,lnsir.4). 
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The orthodox Jew is a devotee of the synagogue. If 
he cannot attend every morning, by reason of his work 
or business^ he makes an efiort to be present at least on 
Mondays and Thundajfs, when a portion of the Law is 
read, and likewise every evening, when the service is 
followed by the study of the Talnrad tinder the lead of 
the Rabbi. Wa synagogue may be sinqple and ev^ 
sombre in architecture, the light being obscured by tall 
buildings around it, but he is attracted to it as naturally 
as the earth to the sun. Nothing but illness can excuse 
his absence on the Sabbath, while be attends with his 
sons on Friday evening and also with his wife and daughters 
on Saturday morning, though the latter must sit in a 
gallery, where they are often concealed from the male 
worshippers below by a closely-patterned grille or a 
curtain. He drinks in with delight the florid melodies of 
the Chazan, and is even prepared to conduct the sen ice 
himself in the cantor's absence, whilst he accounts it a 
special merit to be called up to the reading of the Law 
and a higher merit still to be sunmioned to cantillatc the 
portion from the Prophets. His praying is marked by 
fervour and exuberance: he sways his body in literal 
interpretation of the Palmist's words, "All my bones 
ahaU say. Lord, who is like unto Thee ! " ^ His responses 
axe enq)hatic and resonant, and he sings the St^bath 
hymns with glee. On the Fast of Ab he mourns the 
destruction of Jerusalem with saddened ^irit, sitting 
bootless on a low stool, listening to the reading of the 
Lamentations by the reader, and then intoning himself 
in turn one of the cycle of dirges on Zion ; and on the 
Feast of Purim he celebrates the discomfiture of Haman 
and his plots by punctuating the recitation of the Book 
of Estlier with the whirl of a rattle or the stamp of feet 
whenever the name of that arclifiend is mentioned. The 
Day of Atonement sees him wrapped in a white robe 
(symbolical of his cerements), pouring forth a flood of prayer 
that God may forgive him for sins committed and uncom- 
mitted, beating his breast at the name of eveiy fresh 

^ Ph. xaocv. 10. 
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iniquity, and bedewing the prayer book with tears; 
but on the festival of Tabernacles he takes citron and 
palm-branch and shakes them to the melodious ac- 
companiment of psalms, while on the feast of the 
Rejoicing of the Law he proudly bears a scroll on one of 
the seven circuits round the Almemar ('* the cantor's plat- 
form "), followed by his juvenile sons carrying paper flags 
adorned with the figures of Moses and Aaron or a design of 
the Ten Commandments, and singing the hosannas right 
merrily, after which he and all his fellow-worshippers indulge 
in feasting and drinking, and pass from spiritual elation 
to spirituous exaltation. For religion to him is life, and 
like life it finds expression in a sequence of changing 
emotions. Moreover, he takes every precaution that his 
children shall follow in his footsteps : he sends them to a 
Cheder or Talmud Torah. which they attend daily, and 
where they are taught the translation of the prayer book and 
of the Bible and its commentanes, where they are trained 
to cantillate the Pentateuch and the lessons from the Pro- 
phets, and are initiated into the laws of the Shulchan Aruch. 
He feels then assured that when he passes away his sons 
honour his memory by reciting in the synagogue for eleven 
months after his death the prayer known as the Kaddish. 

Such is the religious observance of the strictly orthodox 
Jew in Eastern Europe, as well as in many congregations 
of the West that are made up of natives of the East. The 
element of emotion plays an even greater part among 
the Chassidim in Russia, Galicia, and Hungary, for tliey 
believe that by violent excitation of the body they can 
enter into direct communion with God and influence 
Him, and hence in their prayer-houses they work them- 
selves up into an ecstasy by shouting, singing, and vigorous 
gesticulation. They revere their leader, whom they call a 
Zaddik (" saint "), as one who has attained the most intimate 
communion with God and can mediate on their behalf. 
They beheve that he can heal them of bodily ills, that 
he can cure the sterility of their wives, and predict the 
issue of their private undertakings, and hence they seek his 
advice on all important occasions, though they must pay for 
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it with a fee (pidyon), which forms for him a fniitful source 
of revenue. They attach a mystic power to all his sayings 
and doings, and even fit^ht for a crumb that falls from 
his hand when they have the honour of beinc: present at 
his Sabbath table. The dignity of the Zaddik has been 
made hereditary, and is borne by three different dynasties 
in Poland and Galicia, each of which has tlu>usands 
of adherents ; but the gloiy of Chassidism is bound to 
dqiart with the oonthmous emigratkm of the faithf uL 

The orthodoxy of the Western Jews difiers hi many 
lespects frmn that of tiieir E astern brelhren. Theraetl* 
cally they also adcnowledge tiie authority of die Oral 
Law, but in practice they mostly ignore it They do 
not receive* nor do they let their diildmi receive* a 
thorough grounding in Hebrew and the tenets of Judaism, 
which io(|uires several hours a week, nor even instruction in 
Jewish history, owing to the more insistent claims of secular 
education, and as they are unfamiliar with the language 
of the synagogue they are not attracted to public worship. 
Their synagogues are more handsome and imposing than 
any that can be found among the congregations of Eastern 
pietists, and various concessions have been made to the 
q[>iht of modernity. The cantor is assisted by a choir 
of male and female voices ; in some orthodox shrines 
there is even an organ, which is forbidden by the Shulchan 
Aruck ; the unhremty-edncated Rabbi dehveis a polished 
sermon every Sabbath morning ; and there are occasional 
prayers in tibe vernacnlar. ^t deq>ite these attractions 
half of Hkt congregation do not come to the Sabbath 
service, for they are in their shops and office^* fibeir ware- 
honaes and factories. Living in an economi c world which 
does not hallow the seventh but the first day, they pursue 
their usual work on the day sacred to their fathers. 
Competition grows keener, the fight for existence more 
bitter ; and as their faith has sunk to a low ebb they are 
unwilling or unable to make any sacrifice. Even those 
who need not work on the Sabbath, such as the rich, or 
teachers in Jewish schools, or authors and artists, are 
likewise mostly absent from the house of worship, iox. 
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having received a modern education, they are impr^nated 

with the scepticism and indifference of the age, whilst 
those who do attend display little fervour, and althotigh 
they pray for the coming of the Messiah and the return to 
Zion. they do not believe in these hopes, or cannot under- 
stand tlie prayers they utter. And that those who shun 
the synagogue do not engage in private prayer nor observe 
the exacting pm c rip tions of the dietary laws, goes without 
tayhig. Some are still attracted hy ttie historic appeal 
of the festival of freedom, the Pftasover, Ihoqgh its litoal 
oheervanoe is often diflkmit frar those MbM m a Ge&tik 
enviioniBeiit ; hat it is ooty tiie New Year and tiie Day 
of Atonement, Hhe fast and last of the Ten Days of 
Penitence, that can throw a spell over those who are lax 
the whole year round. Then even all the synagogues 
crowded to their utmost cannot receive the hosts of 
penitents, and halls and schoolrooms galore must be 
requisitioned for the countless temporary- congregations 
that rise into being. But even the dread solemnity oi 
the Fast of Atonement has lost its thrill for a great 
and growing number of the children of Israel, who aie 
heing sbwiy ahsoibed hy tiieir envimunent This decay 
* of leUgkms feeling has reached the farthest eztrsme in 
ooont^ in idiich Jews enjoy to the foU the hkssinga of 
liberty and edncatkm, and where there is a rdativdy 
small admixture of the immigrant element, such as Italy* 
and France ; but religious indifference is spreading like 
an epidemic over Central Europe, England, and America. 

This indifference is just as rampant among the adherents 
ol Rcfr>rm Judaism, despite all the measures that have 
been taken ior making it easy to observe. The authority 

* In an interesting article on the Jews in Italy {Ost und West, September 
1912), Professor Locvinson, of Rome, enumerates a number of communities 
where rehgious indifference is so widespread that more than half are absent 
from the services on the New Year and the Day of Atonement. In 
Bologna, ol x6oo Jews only 200 «tt«iid tbn ayaacogiie on ttaa tolBaui 
fettivali. Aa iaqairy conducted amoog X850 J«iriili onmmnnitiee in 
Germany in 1904 showed that the daily synagogue service was held only 
in 487 communities, whilst 1147 communities hcU\ divine service only on 
the Sabbath and 21b only on the hi^h festivals {Ztiiscknft /. D$mog. «. 
Stat. lUr JutUn, 1905, No. 9, p. 3). 
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of the Talmud and the Shulchan Aruch has been abrogated, 
the infalhbihty of the Torah has been overthrown, and 
the laws of Moses are read in the light of the Higher 
Criticism and subordinated to the ethical teaching of the 
Prophets. The Reform s3^agogiie, especially as it has 
dev^oped in the United States, knows no anthonty except 
itsdf, bat it has not won the allegiance of the masses vfho 
find the Skukkan Afmeh a yoke. It attaches more import- 
ance to creeds than to deeds, bnt it has revised the old 
creeds, and formulated new ones, without being able to 
record any revival of spirituality as a result. It proclaims 
that Israel is not in exile and undergoing punishment for 
past transgression, but that he has been dispersed to dis- 
charge a mission, to spread the principles of truth and 
justice and be a model of righteousness unto all the nations 
oi the earth : a doctrine that stands in ironic contrast to 
the sitoation in Russia, where the Jews have been settled 
nearly two thousand years and shown greater fidelity than 
all theur brethren to tl^ teachings of tiieir faith, but luive 
not made the least impression upon the moral perversity 
of their inhuman ndm. The Reform movemoit has 
abolished the second days of festivals and disregards the 
dietary laws. It has emasculated Judaism of its national 
character and composed a new liturgy, which is free from 
references to a personal Messiah, the return to Zion, and 
the restoration of sacrifices. It has made the vernacular 
supersede Hebrew as the principal language oi prayer ; 
it has introduced an organ and mixed choir as regular 
accompaxuments of public wozshq> ; it has abolished the 
UMs and UphSUm for ordinary morning prayer and the 
kiM (white robe) on tiie Day of Atonement ; it allows 
divine worsfa^ to be conducted with uncovered head, and 
in certain " temples " It has abandoned the women's gallery 
in favour of family pews. So occidentalized has the Re- 
form temple become that a visitor at first sight can hardly 
distinguish whether he is in a synagogue or a chapel, 
and yet with all its concessions to the modern spirit it 
fails to attract an adequate congregation on the Sabbath 
morning. Hence many temples have introduced supple- 
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mentary services on the Sunday m or ni ng, at which a lectnre 
is given, whilst the Sinai congregation in Chicago and the 
Reform congregation in Be rlin hold serv ices onl von Sunday. 
On the other hand, the so-called Reforni synagogues in 
England hardly differ in many respects from certain Con- 
servative houses of prayer on the Continent, the Liberal 
S3aiagogiie founded by Mr. Claude Montefiore alone ap- 
pfoximating in fonn and spirit to the temples ol America. 

That tbe Reionn movenMnt has failed to atrest the 
decay of idigioii in Jewry is a fact that wiD* leadily be 
admitted even by its leaden. It may be mged lhat it has 
sinq>ly given its sanction to what is actnaSy Ihe f aitii and 
observance of myriads of Jews in the orthodox camp, but 
in legalizing a series of departures from the traditional 
law it has given an impetus to further deflections, for in 
no congregation does the average member aspire to the 
ideal of a maximum of conformity. Orthodoxy, despite 
the difficulty of observing its countless array of laws and 
precepts, will continue to exercise e hold over the imagina- 
tion ot the Jew tiirough its rich ceremonialism and symbolic 
ritual; irtieiess Refcmn, by abaKwhing many historic 
customs and minimising flie iniportanoe of olhef8» by 
cutting Judaism adrift for ever from Ihe land d its birth 
and dennding it of its national f eatmes, weakens iSbit bond 
of racial consciousness, effaces the line of separation from 
other faiths, and facilitates the drift of its members from 
the Jewish pale either to the Christian Church or to the 
less exacting cults of Theism. Monism, or Ethical Culture, 
or, finally, to the easy-going world of free-thought. 

Thus, rehgious observance is now on the decline 
throughout the greater part of Jewry. The decadence of 
religious feeliqg that characterizes the world in general has 
tlie communities of Israel that are e ve r ywher e 
rity hi the lands of tiieir diq>enion. Intdlectnal 
social, and economic causes have all combined to shatter 
^ age-old faith of the Jew and to sweep away the rites 
and customs that had been cherished so dearly through 
centuries of martyrdom. Now tliat tlie Jew could observe 
his religion in peace, it has ceased to appeal to him. The 
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acquisition of higher education, the results of the Higher 
Criticiain, the teaching of sdence, the increasing inter- 
oomse with the Chiistian population, and the exactinig 
4fmft"^^ of the economic struggle, all conspire to weaken 
his attaduttent td tibe traditions of his fathers. Not 
ddibscately, not wilinlfy does he dqpert from the standard 
of piety in the Ghetto, tat driven inexorahly and inevitably, 
often against his will, and sometimes with a secret pang. 
Even those endowed with a thorough religious education, 
with an intimate knowledge of the Hebrew language and 
of Jewish history, have become estranged from the syna- 
gogue : how much more, then, those who have not enjoyed 
such advantages ? The Western communities have not yet 
solved the task of providing adequate religious instruction 
for the r^>idly growing population. In London alone 
tbesre are estimated to be 23,000 Jewish children without 
any religious education, and in New York the number 
eiceeds 150,000*^ This is partly the f anlt of the communal 
authorities* but it is in no small measure the result of the 
attitude of the parents themselves. Nothing but parental 
indifference can explain the fact that q per cent of the 
Jewish pupils in the high schools of Germany are receiving 
instruction in Christianity, that 14 to 15 per cent of the 
Jewish pupils in Berhn are attending lessons in the Pro- 
testant faith, and that in certain high schools in that city 
even a third of the Jews are beiog initiated into this faith.' 
This picture of the early estrangement of Jews from their 
faith can be paralleled in many other large centres in 
Europe and America. The Jewish child thus becomes 
more familiar with Christmas tiian with Chanucah, the 
festival of the Maccabees that often synchroniaes with it, 
and parents frequently go the length of introducing the 
Christmas tree into the home, with all the conventional 
customs attaching to it. The Christmas tree is defended by 
those who adopt it as being free from any positive religious 

1 " Jewish Educational Diaorganixation in Londoa," by N. Beatwich, 
In the J§mUh SmUm, Moraiber 1913. 

•Dr. Mix XlMilliaber, Dm Cr«C«rfMy im imateUn Jwdm (BaUn, 
X9fi),p.96. 

«9 
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import, but it undeniably signifies a negative attitude to 
Jewish tradition : it is a symbol of estrangement from the 
ancient faith. Thus, slowly and subtly, the bonds of 
Judaism are being dissolved throughout the Western 
lands, a process that is but feebly checked by the 
Influx of pkms immigrants from the East ; for these too, 
intojocated by the tpmt ci liberty and absorbed in the 
battle of life, are likeinse seduced from the paUi of their 
forefathers, whibt their diildren, especially in England 
and America, are even mm rapidly assiinilsted to ^ 
predominant national type. 
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DRIFT AND APOSTASY 

The principal causes of desertion — Early apostasy in England, 
Prussia, and Russia — Missionary af^cncies — Statistics of baptisms — 
Fluctuations in the history of conversion — Recent defections in 
Austria, in Hungary, and in Germany — Record apostasy in Russia 
-^The growth of intermariiage-^tt prevalence in Austria, Hun- 
gHxy, and HoDaiid—IntermarrlageB la Gennaiiy and Denmark ; in 
ifnf^n^^ Amftri^^ and Anatrilia The ohikhmn of miioed maxiiagea 

THE diif t from Judaism that is now goiqg on 
tliToughont the world is one of the most disquiet- 
ing features of Jewish Kfe. A certain amount of 

desertion has from the very beginning always attended the 
dispersion, but until the end of the eighteenth century it 
was comparatively small in extent and limited in locality. 
It was the toll that had to be paid by Jewry to Christendom 
for existing in its midst, and it was exacted by State and 
Church alike. The principle of the mediaeval State was 
that all its subjects should worship in the State Church, 
and the method of forcible persuasion that was adopted 
towards an dissenters was i^ipHed with the severest rigour 
towards the Jews, yrbo were forced to listen to Christian 
sermons and to public disputations on the Torah and the 
Talmud. The Crusades and the Inquisition were the two 
most successful — because most violent — instruments of 
conversion, though the formal acceptance of Christianity 
did not prevent the Jews in Spain, and even in other 
countries, from adhering to their religion and observing 
its rites in secret. The hypocrisy thus engendered by the 
mediaeval State was the chief weapon for defeating the 
intolerance which it practised. But so stubbornly did 
the Jewish people ding to their faith that all the^devicea 
of pefsecntion— aodal degradation, economic boycott. 



Digitized by Google 



393 JEWISH UF£ IN MODERN TIMES 



ruinous fines, imprisonment, torture, exile — ^failed to 
" save " aught bot a relatively small niunber of souls. 
In modem times* however* tiie desertioD of Judaism has 
been mostly vohmtary in character and far more extensive 
in its incidence. Not that the Jews recognise any religions 
siq>eriority on the part of C3iristianity. Their desertioa 
partakes of two forms : either they leave the Synagogue 
because tliey have little sympathy with it, without joining 
the Church, for which they have even less sympathy ; or 
they join the Church because it reheves them of social and 
political disabilities. Those who surrender the faith of 
their forefathers without adopting any other in its place 
are mostly to be found in the lands of freedom, in Western 
Europe and Amefica^ though cases of Jewish baptism in 
these rqgkms are also veiy plentiful ; bnt in the lands of 
bondage or semft-boodage* in Central and Eastern Enrope, 
tttt normal feature ol reUigions desertion is secession to 
Christianity. In the ocnmtries where complete political 
equality prevails, witiioat any rriigious discrimination, 
such as England, France, and America, there is no ex- 
traneous motive to join the Church, and the majority of 
the Jews who drift through its doors enter it to contract 
a wealthy marriage. But in Germany and Austria, where 
the profession of Judaism is still a disquaiihcation for 
pubUc office, as well as in Russia and Rumania, where 
the Jews are d^raded to the level of second-class cttiaens 
or pariahs, those who secede to tiie Church do so to ensoie 
their imidty advancement Instances of conve isi on lor 
conscience' sske may perhaps occur, for even Jewry has 
itsmj^stics; but thiy are diAcoIt to prove, as ^ accept- 
ance of baptism is invariably accompanied by a material 
advantage. Hence the motives that actuate the great 
bulk of apostates— the deliverance from civil disabiUties 
or tlie furtherance of their career — are substantially the 
same to-day as those that prevailed in the Middle Ages. 
The main difference is that formerly they were impressed 
upon the Jew by means of the sword or the stake ; now 
they operate automatically. Another difierence is that 
formerly the only acceptable ccmverskm in all oountiles 
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was that which bore the Jew into the established Church. 
This principle still prevails in Russia, where only those 
who espouse the orthodox Greek faith are looked upon 
with favour ; but in Germany and Austria the Govem- 
ment does not trouble itself whether the Jewish ren^ade 
seeks covert imder the Protestant or the Catholic wing of 
theGmrch, so long as he acknoidedges Christianity, whidi 
in political practice is ignorsd by Christendom itself. 

The first notable tendency toward apostasy in modarn 
times manifested itself under the immediate influ^ce 
of the social and intellectual emancipation which the 
Jews of Western Europe began to enjoy towards the close 
of the eighteenth century. The acquisition of secular 
learning and increasing intercourse with their Christian 
neighbours made a number of Jews of the wealthier class 
Ipse sympathy with the Synagogue, whose forms and cere- 
monies they began to regard with a critical eye. Behind 
the walls of the Qietto they luui observed all the rites ol 
I their fmtti with undisturbed tranquillity of soul, and 
wete even strengthened in tiielr devotion by the hostility 
of tiie outside world. But the freedom that gradually 
dawned upon them lured them away from the communal 
fold and enkindled in them the ambition to shine in the 
larger world around them. The sun of liberty dissolved 
the ties of faith much more readily than the fires of the 
Inquisition. The first general defection took place in 
England, where, in the last quarter of the eighteenth 
century, a number of prominent Jewish families of the 
Sephardic community, actuated more by social ambition 
than by theological' scruples, transferred their alliance 
to the Church. They induded sudt names as Bemal, 
Fnrtado, Lopez, Ximenes* and UsrieOi, to wludi, a little 
later, those of Rieaido and Disradi were added— all 
famiHfis that were soon merged into the British aristocracy. 
But a far more serious outbreak of apostasy was that 
which occurred in Prussia. Here the movement was 
all the more striking as it developed under the immediate 
influence of the teaching of Moses Mendelssohn, who had 
sought to confer upon his iellow-Jews the blessings ol 



Digitized by Google 



294 JEWISH LIFE IN MODERN TIMES 



secular culture while preaching to them steadfastness of 
faith. His f::eneration accejUed the blessings of culture, 
but their faitli was shattered, and his own children were 
among the first who headed the march to the baptismal 
font. Dissatisfaction with the ritual of the Synagogue 
and with the multifold cefenirwiiea in tibe home was only a 
snbsidiaiy mothre in their desertion : tiie prime motive 
was worldly ambitioii. Hence it is that the ep^dmac 
of apostasy attadced only iSb» wealthier and more in- 
tellectual Jews, those who had something to gain by 
joining the Church, a Government appointment or access 
to aristocratic circles. Thirty years after the death of 
Moses Mendelssohn, Raliel Levin wrote to her brother that 
half of the Berlin community was baptized. This state- 
ment was numerically inaccurate, as of the 3610 Jews 
who lived in Berlin in 18x9 only 1236 became Christians 
within the next four years, but the proportion was giave 
enough to justify the slight exaggeration. From zSaa 
to 1840 there was an average of zaa Jewish converts a 
year, and they indoded neaxly every Jew ^dio attained 
any fame in Pmssia in that period. Sdbolars who wished 
to advance in their career without sacrificing their con- 
science found themselves forced into exile, and thus Munk, 
Dernburg, and Oppert migrated to France, and Zedner, 
Nc'ubiiuer, and Deutsch to England. The secessions in 
Prussia were encouraged by the State and welcomed by 
the King. Not only were the Jews excluded from all 
public positions, denied all civil and political rights, 
and subjected to special humiliations^ but even when they 
attempted to reform the Synagogue senrioe in tiie hope 
of stemming the tide of apostasy* tiiey were hindered 
by the Govanoment, which forbade the use in the s3^nagogue 
of tiie German language and tiie wearing of the Islsr 
(" minister's gown The joy in the royal household at 
the desertions from Judaism was shown by the fact that 
Frederick William III rewarded every apostate with a bonus 
of ten ducats, whilst Frederick William IV presented a gift 
to every converted Jewess on her marriage. The premium 
thus directly placed upon apostasy is continued in another 
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fonn by fhe German Government to the present day, for 
no Jew can aspire to a position in the civil service, or to an 

ordinary professorship in a university, or even to a com- 
mission in the army : only the waters of baptism can 
wash his blemish away. Many Jews have adopted 
Christianity under the impression that only thus could 
they become perfect Germans, in accordance with the 
irrational doctrine propounded by the historians Mommsen, 
Treitschke, and Pauls^ In Russia, throughout the 
nineteenth centnry, aa at praent, tiie forces working in 
favour of apostasy were much more powerful than in any 
other country, as the disabilities and humiliations, apart 
from physical persecution, to which they were subjected, 
were far more numerous and oppressive. Upon his 
accession Nicholas I (1825-55) ordered all Jews who 
were in the Government service to become baptized or to 
leave their positions ; and as his zealous endeavours 
to win over adult Jews to Christianity met with little 
success he had boys from eight years of age torn from 
their homes at midnight by the police and drafted into 
the "cantonist" schools, where they were prepared 
for ndUtaiy service and forced or wheedled into Christianity 
as part of ^eir training. In Russia to-day, as in Prussia 
a century ago, every baptized Jew or Jewess receives a 
premhun of thirty shillings and more, and every baptized 
child half that amount ; and if a Jewish wife refuses to 
follow her husband into the Church their marriage is 
declared void, but whilst the husband can marry again 
and need not support his forsaken wife, the latter is doomed 
to remain a grass widow all her life. 

The State is only passive in the promotion of Jewish 
S^Kwtasy ; it is the Church, through a network of missionary 
societies, that actively and systematically fosters it. Until 
the beginning of the nineteenth centniy the efforts of 
missionaries to convert the Jews were caiiied on only 
sporadically, but since the establishment in 1809 of the 
London Socfety for the Propagation of Christianity amongst 
the Jews missionary societies have spnmg up in all parts of 
the world. There are now 112 Protestant missionaiy 
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soci^tieB, tmploywg 816 miMrioiutfy woikas mostiy con- 
verted J e wi — at 239 ttatioiis.^ Tlikannyof misskMiarksIs 

distributed throughout the globe, m the New World as ill 
tile Old, in modem communities such as London and Paris, 
Berlin and New York, as well as in semi-civilized countries 
like Persia and Abyssinia, Syria and Morocco, all labouring 
with zeal, energy, and cunning to undermine the faith of 
impoverished and weak-kneed Jews. Their methods are 
mazufold : they distribute New Testaments and tiacts in all 
languages, including Hekmw and Yiddish ; they preach ill 
mis«on«haHsand in tbeopeo^; tlwygiveliineltfitlectores 
to attract unsnqpectiQi^ ddldm, wbo aiB jMDCMnted wilii 
8w«eta to come again ; th^ miintaia laading-iooms to 
entice the Jewidiwoiknien at night ; ihefeimdoct**hoam 
of industry," where unemployed Jews are trained m 
printing, bookbinding, and carpentry, and simultaneously 
initiated into the gospel. They also maintain hospitals and 
dispensaries to which poor Jews resort in their distress, and 
where their souls are doctored equally with their bodies ; 
they conduct mission schools in a number of cities in the 
Orient, where Jewish children are taught not merely reading 
and arithmetic but the Christian catechim; and they meet 
haplees emigTaiita from Eastern Europe at Hambnig and 
Rotteidam, Hull and Liverpool, and accompany Hiem on 
stfamers and trains, exponnding the mystericB of theTiini^ 
on the way and exploiting the distreis of tficv listeners. 
This worid-wide campaign of soul-hunting is prosecuted 
solely among the poor, who are expected to fall a prey more 
readily to the dangling bait ; the rich Jews are left alone, 
not because tlieir souls are not thought worth " saving," but 
because the missif)narics have no access to them and can 
hold out to them no material inducement. The cost 
of this woris; of " salvation " is enormous. Between the 
years 1863 and 1894 the London Society spent from £600 
to £3000 i^K>n the conversion of a single Jew ; * and in 
Z898 it spent £38,439 iqm the hi^tism of 98 Jews.^ Hie 

> Missions to Jews, by the late ivev. W. T. Gidney, IdLA. (London, X912). 
■ Jewish Encyclopatdia, vol. iv. p. 25a. 

* Jud§niauf0mimw9 jM k u M 4 §rt,rm1kf>lSt.9mim^Bml^ 1906). p. 64. 
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total expenditure of the 112 societies is not known, but as 
the annual income of the London Society alone is now over 
/^6o,ooo, we may assume, even at a moderate estimate, that 
the aggregate expenditure veiges upon a million sterliag 
per annum. That the result is utterly incomme&smte 
with the outlay must be obvious to anybody who studies the 
tepotts of these societies* It was a lecQgnition of this fact 
that made tiie Evangelical Lutheran Central Society for ^ 
Mission in Israel, at a conf eieuoe in 1890 at Hanover, resolve 
not to dispatch any more missionaries in Germany " as 
mostly only Jewish vagabonds, the scum and outcasts of 

• tlie people, become baptized." * Even a professional 
missionary, the German pastor De le Roi, declared : 
" Never has a Jew become baptized through conviction," * 

. and Luther himself characteristically observed : " It is just 
as possible to convert the Jews as to convert the deviL" 
The net result of this conversionist activity, which is mainly 
financed by pious spinsters and blessed by the highest 
dignitaries of the Church, is tiiat it sows dissension between 
parents and children, that it saps the moral fibre of the 
poor, and turns bad Jews into worse Christians. What a 
woild of good could be accomplished if the million sterling 
were devoted to the suppressing of pauperism and the 
fighting of crime ! 

Let us now examine the number of Jews that have been 
lost through apostasy in modern times. According to the 
German pastor, J. de le Koi,^ who has made a careful in- 
vestigation of the subject, the total number of Jewish 
baptisms throughout the world in the nineteenth caitury 
amounted to 204,542. The table on the next page shows 
the number contributed by each country and by each of 
tiie Hiree prhu^al Churches. 

To this total De le Roi adds 19460 baptisms of the 
childm of mixed marriages, so that the grand total of 
Jewish defections to Christianity last century amounted 

> Saai amf Hoffnmitg, 1S91, p. 71. 

* AUg&meine Zeitmtgdts Jud&ntumt, 1893, p. 317. 

* Judentaufen im 19 JahrhundeH, TOn lic. Joh. de !• Bfli (Laipsigt 
Uinzicbs'sche Bucbhaadluag, 1899). 
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(in round figures) to 224,000. In all probability tiic total 
was even higher, as De le Roi in every case adopted a low 
estimate, and Dalman puts the figure at 250,000. The 
conversions in the cf>urse of the century underw^ent a certain 
fluctuation in response to tlie change of political conditions : 
they reached their lowest level in the sixth and seventh 
decades, when political exiiaiicq>ation was granted to most 
of the Jewish comnniiuties^ and steadily to lise alter 
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the eighties, partly as a result of the growth of Anti- 
Semitism and partly because of the increased activity of the 
imsiianaries. In Russia thqr reached the hi^^iest figure, 
4439, in the year x$54; they tiien declined to 352 in 1863 ; 
but imder Alexander in they again increaaed to 1490 in 
1893. Germany witnessed two main periods of i^Mstasy, 

* Inclndes 5330 conversions made by British missions abroad. 
' Indndet convwiicMis to the Catholic Church in UoUand and Switsar^ 
land. 
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the first from 1822 to 1840, when there was an average of 
122 converts a year, and the second, with the rise of Anti- 
Semitism, from 1880, reacliing the highest figure, 348, in 
1 888 . Most remarkable are the number oi defections in the 
United Kingdom : the total, 23,500^ in proportion to the 
Jewish populatvm of the country, represents a ratio of 
apostasy six times larger than that in Germany,^ which is 
usaaUy r^arded as tiie classic land of Jewish baptisms. 
The Qinrdi that has relatively been most successful in 
enriching itself at ^e expense of Jewry is the Protestant 
Church, considering that the number of Jews in purely 
Protestant countries form only a small minority, and its 
success is doubtless due to the eneigy of the missionary 
societies. 

The defections from Judaism have continued with even 
greater intensity since the beginning of the twentieth 
century, partly in the direct form of baptism and partly 
through intennarriage. Their increase is particularly note- 
worthy in the great Jewish centres of Vienna and Berlin, 
where even the regular publication in a Jewish newspaper of 
the names of the renegades hardly acts as a deterrent The 
number of Jewish defections in all the provinces of Austria 
is computed at 840-900 per annum, which is equivalent to 
one in ever}' 1360-1480 Jews.^ In Galicia, outside Lemberg 
and Cracow, there are very few cases of baptism, and in all 
they do not exceed 80 per annum, which corresponds to one 
per 10,000 ; whilst a similar condition prevails in Bukovina. 
The principal hotbed of a^stasy in Austria is Vienna, where 
in 1868-79 there were 50 baptisms per annum, equal to 
<me among zaoo Jews ; in 1880-89, 220 baptisms per 
annum, equal to one among 420-430 Jews ; and in 1890- 
^9^3^ 455 P^ annum, equal to one among 260-^70 Jews. 

> De to Roi, p. 33. 

• Dr. J. Thon, Die Judm in Oesterreich, pp. 69-80. In Austria-Hun- 
gary and Germany those who secede from Judaism must report tlieir 
secession to a civil authority, and hence ofhcial statistics of such secessions 
arc available. Cliildren under seven years of age are included in tbrir 
patents' onvcnion, Imt nra not ngtetned ; those above fonrtsen are 
registered aapantely ; whilst children between tiMse ages remain in the 
old faith nntU tiMy vMch the latter ago. 
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But in the five years 1906-10, when there were 2818 de- 
fections (1512 males and 1306 females),^ although the aver- 
age rose to 563 per annum, it amounted, owipg to the in- 
crease of the pqpulatioii, to one defection among a93-d94 
Jews, which seems to pomt to a sUght slackening of apostasy. 
As for ^e absohite figmes they dedined from 6^ in 1903 
to 512 in zgzo, rising again to 607 in 29x1. An interettiiig 
featore of Ihe defectbtts in VIemia is tluit a good proportioa 
consists of those who do not join the Chnrch bnt declare 
themselves free-thinkers . an act that is invested with less 
moral turpitude in the eyes of the Jewish community, and 
which is generally committed to pave the way to a mixed 
marriage, as marriages between Jews and Christians are 
forbidden in Austria. In 1886-1903 one-fifth of the Jews 
in Vienna who deserted the Pale declared themselves 
confessionslos. It is furthennore interesting to note that 
in the period 1906-20 there were 435 proselytes to JudaisBi, 
oon^rising 335 women and xoo men, caased by marriages 
with persons tiie Jewish f aiili ; bat tiiese can haidJ^ be 
regarded as n conq)ensatiQn for comnranal losses^ as tiie 
of^ring of snch marriages invariably, sooner or later, drift 
away. The proselytes generally comprise three times as 
many wcmien as men, owing to marriages between Christian 
women and Jews being much more frequent than between 
Christians and Jewesses. Another significant phenomenon 
is that in the two years 1910-11, 378 converted Jews 
retained to the fokL* 

In Hnqgary tiie nnmber of defections in tlie yean 
Z895-Z9XZ was 6915,* an average of 406 per annom, com- 
spoodia^ to one among 3a6o Jews. Her^ too, the actoal 
figures mnst be higher, as the official record indndes only 
those who made perwnal declarations of withdrawal from 
Judaism, and, as in Austria, does not include children under 
seven years of ai^c. The defections rose from 169 in 1897 to 
486 in 1901, and again to 512 in 1910, declining to 473 in 
1911. In Budapest alone there were 153c) cases of apostasy 
in i89(>-i904, an average of 171 per annum* correspondii]g 

> ZeUsckrift f§r Ptmograpkis mtti SMtHk de^ Judtm, I9it> 13S. 
•Z>M WtU, I9xa, p. t4S6. •IML. 1915. p. Sft. 

I 
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to one among 1088 Jews. In ibt whole ci Hungary Hieie 
were 106 proselytes against 510 dcffiectioiis in 1908, and 124 
proselytes against 512 defections in 1910. In Croatia- 
Slavonia there were 285 defections in 1898-1910.^ In 
Germany, too, there has been an increase of conversions. 
In the ten years 1884-93 there were 3544 baptisms, an 
average of 354 per annum, whilst in 1894-1903 there were 
4807, an average of 480 per annum. The highest pro- 
portion is contributed by fierlin, where in there 
wm 383 defections^ an average of 95 per annum; in 
1901-^ a total of 523, with an average of xa8 per annum ; 
and in 1905-08 an increase to 648, with an increased average 
of X62 per annum. This last average corresponds to one 
defection among every 620 Jews, a condition that is much 
worse than that in Budapest, but only hall as bad as in 
Vienna. Statistics of recent secessions in other countries 
axe not available. 

The signs of the times point to an increasing drift 
from Judaism. The depreciation of religion in general 
makes the change of one creed for ano t her an easy process, 
as it is not judged by the world so severdy as in a previous 
gweration: it is often regarded asof no greater significance 
tiutt a tianaference of State alkgiance, and the average 
Jewiidi renngade receives his baptismal certificate ahnost 
with ihe same ease of consdoioe as he would a letter of 
natuniHzation. The all-compellirii^ motive is the desire 
for equality of opportunity in the competition of life, and 
hence thousands of Jewish parents of the middle and 
upper classes in Germany, who hesitate to secede them- 
selves, as they can no longer benefit by the act, do not 
scruple to have their children baptized in infancy, so as 
to secure for them an uninterrupted path for their later 
career. The severest ravages caused by apostasy are now 
taking place in Russia, where tiia Jew8» xendefed deqMiate 
by thepogromsand disappointed by the abortive Revolution^ 
are deserting their faitii in thousands. The present epi- 
demic is almost unprecedented in the history of Russian 
Jewry : more conversions are said to have occurred 

* ZeUschrtft /Ur Demographie utui 6taUsUh der Juden, 1912, p. 167. 
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during the last two ytm Hiaii during the prevknis twenty 

years.* The class that is particularly affected consists of 
those engaged in liberal professions and those who 
wish to enter them : as the universities are closed to all 
but a very trifling number the only sure metliod of securing 
admission is to present a baptismal certificate, and hence 
on the eve of every academic session there are wholesale 
bfliptiffmy of Jewish students. In Odessa, a Uttle while 
9go, a society was formed by forty Jewish students to dls- 
cms what rdigion they aboald adopt and to delibente 
upon measmes of sdf^fnotectioii fmii the effects of tiieir 
aposta^. Measures <rf self - piotectioii, however, are 
scaicdy necessary, for an attitude of toleranoe, ahoMiBt I 
of indulgence, has been adopted within the community ! 
towards those who betray it. This is the most disquieting 1 
feature of the whole movement, and it has prompted the ' 
issue of a dignified manifesto, written by the historian ! 
Dubnow, which protests a,c:ainst the continuance of social 
relations with renegades, and warns the community of the 
demoralization that is otherwise bound to ensue. " Strain 
every effort to put a check to the plague of co nv e tskM L 
But when conversion has taken place, observe the com- 
mand of the Sanctity of ihe Host of Israd, and draw a 
boundaiy line between those idio fi^t for tiie natkm and 
tiioee who have betrayed it" * 

But a far more sinister and dangerous foe than con- 
version is intcrmarri.ige, the inevitable outcome of social 
intercourse between Jews and Christians. Until about the 
middle of last century marriages between Jews and Christians 
in which both parties adhered to their parental religion 
were comparatively rare, as they were forbidden not only ^ 
by the Synagogue and the Church, but also by the Govem- 
ments of the countries in which the great bulk of Jews were | 
settled* They first developed to notable proportkms in 
Fnnoe. under tile benian infhience of DoUtical < * Mian r jn^ . 

1 This is the opinion of Dr. A. Coralnik* tin Berlin coitMpondent of Hm 
Kiev Retsch. Mr. Keuhen Brainin, the emineat Hebcew astibOT, toki flW 

that he con^i<K ri >l even thi.s ei.tiniate too low, 
• Ike Zwmsi, October 1913, p. 72. 
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tion, and were looked upon with favour by Napoleon, who 
submitted a question on the legality of such unions from 
the point of view of Jewish law to the Paris Sanhedrin of 
1806. The reply of the Sanhedrin was evasive, as it simply 
stated : Marriac^es between Israelites and Chnstians 
when concluded in acooidanoe with the civil code are valid, 
and though they cannot be aolemniged by the religious rites 
of Judaism, they should not be subject to the ban." ^ 
This pronouncement almost amounted to an acquiescence 
in mixed marriages, and perhaps accounted for iSbit large 
number of unions between Jews and Christians in the 
succeeding decades, in which the impoverished aristocracy 
of France replenished its coffers and redeemed its estates 
with Jewish dowries. A similar tendency towards alliances 
between the Christian nobility and the daughters of Israel 
manifested itself in other coim tries of Europe, including 
England, and there is now an extensive and brilliant array 
of titled f amilieSy many of them with very ancient pedigrees 
and allied to royal houses* that have been infuBed with 
Jewish blood.* The maniage-bond has been watmty ad- 
vocated by statesmen and phUosophers as the most effective 
method of reoondling Jewry and Christendom, and r»> 
deeming Israel at length from all its troubles. Bismarck's 
approval of intermarriage was qualified by the restriction 
that only ** a Christian stallion should be mated to a Jewish 
mare," ' and he is said not to have been at all opposed to one 
of his sons marrying a Jewess. But whether an increase of 
mixed marriages would put an end to Anti-Semitism is very 
doubtful, as such unions have produced some of the bitter- 
est foes of Israel. Intermarriage could put an end to 
Anti-Semitism only by first patting an end to Jewry itself. 

The degree of the prevalence of interinairiage in various 
countries directly corresponds with the diqgree of rdigioos 
indifference : those who never eat at a Christian tabk are 
never likely to be united for life to a Christian ; but it also 

^ Gnets, Hiffofy ofA$Jtm» vdL r. p. 539. 

• An imposing list is given by Dr. N. Samter, JtteUntaufen, pp. 87-93. 
' M. Boach, Graf Bimmnk md tmm§ Ltmt$ (LeipiBs; 1878), vol. ii p. 
txS. 
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depends in a large measure upon the material prosperity of 
the Jews and the degree of their social intercourse with 
their neighbours. Hence, in the regions marked by poverty 
and by attachment to traditional Judaism, such as Eastern 
Europe and the Orient, mixed marriages are almost an- 
known. In Galicia there were only ax cases in the jous 
X900-03, whilst m Bukovina there was not even one in 
that period. Similaity in Romania mixed maniagai 
fonnsd only i*zz per cent of iSttb porely Jewish marriages 
In X896--99, though the pereentage in Bncbarsst in 1904-05 
was 3-52.^ M iaied marriagas are stin fotbidden in CatfioKc 
countries, whether subject to the Roman or the Greek 
Church, as well as in all Moslem countries, and hence they 
are unknown in Russia, Austria, Spain, and Portugal, and ; 
wherever the rule of Islam prevails. In Austria the only 
mixed marria.e:es permitted and recorded are those between 
Jews and persons of no religion or free-thinkers, although 
onions between Christians and fre»-tfainkers, which are not 
reooiddd, may just as well be mixed Jewish ma r ri agaa. | 
The pfoportloB of mined to pmefy Jewi^ mairiilges Itas 
seems very low: between 1881 and 1909 the mixed marriages 
incresacd horn 51 to ai6» and the pore marriages from 
3287 to 9474, the proportion of mixed marriages rising 
from I "58 to 2*2 per cent.* A somewhat higher percentage, 
2*96,^ is shown by Bohemia, owing to the liberalism of the I 
new generation in league, and by Trieste, which is cultur- 
ally under the influence of Italy ; whilst a considerably 
higher percentage, ii'i, is shown by Vienna (1904-07), 
the hotbed of apostasy. But if we bear in mind the 
enor mous number of secessions that take place annually in 
Austria wa shall luKve a truer picture of thie extent of inter- | 
marriage. Hungary, ^diidi lias a lower reooid of oonver- | 
sion, has a hi|^ reeoid of mixed marriages* wfaidi hare 
been allowed tiiere since 2895. In 1895-99 tiiere was an 
average of 57a mixed marriages and 6694 purely Jewish 

I 

« Bis Jititm im R m mi w Un (BwHa, laoS). p. t» 
« Zeitaekrifi ftit DtmogrmpkU und StuHsUk itt Juden, 1912, p. 135. 
*Thu tbi piiMBtafe for 1900-033 it hu pcobdblf iiaoo 
incroMod. 
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marriages per anntim, a percentage of 5*56 ; but by the 
year 1911 the numbers rose to 786 and 7361 respectively, 
showing more than double this initial percentage, viz. 
II '37.* As in the case of Austria, the largest proportion 
of mixed marriages is provided by the capital, Budapest, 
where in 1901-04 they formed i6'5 percent of the purely 
Jewish marriages (211 against 1275). A somewhat lower 
record is presented by Amsterdam (which contains three- 
fifths of the Jews in jiolland), where in the period 1904-13 
tliepexGe&titge rose from 12 to 13.* 

A considerable ascent in the scale of exogamy is pro- 
vided by Germany, where mixed marriages have been 
allowed since 1B75. In 1901 there were 658 snch unions 
to 3873 purely Jewish marriages, but in 1910 the mixed 
marriages had increased to 1003, whilst the unmixed 
marriages stood at 3880 : the increased proportion of 
intermarriages being represented by a rise from 16 97 to 
25*85 per cent.* In other words, one-fourth of the Jews 
in Germany now marry Christians. In Prussia the pro< 
portion is even higher : between 1875 and 191X it actually 
trebled, rising from zo'i to 29*48 per cent» thongh in 
Catholic Bavaria it is only 9*6 per cent. The proportion 
of mixed marriages in Frai^ortron-tilie-M aine is 29 per 
oent,^ whilst m Beartin it is as mnch as 43-8 per cent, and 
in fl^buf]^ even higher still, 49* 5 per cent. Bnt even tiiese 
abnormally high figures are far transcended by Copenhagen, 
which contains four-fifths of the Jews of Denmark. In 
this city, in the period 1880-89, proportion of mixed 
marriages was 55 8 per cent, and in 1900-05 as high as 
82-89 per cent ; whilst in Sweden, according to Dr. Samter, 
more mixed marriages occur than purely Jewish marriages.' 
The only other European cotmtiy for which figures are 
available is Italy, where in the province of Rovigo, in 1881, 
the mixed marriages formed 34*1 per cent of the unmixed 

' Ibid., 1913, pp. X4r>S5 tad 133. 

* Ibid., 1912, p. x66 ; t9ZS» p> 44. 

*Ibid.. 1913. P- 15- 

* JudetUaufM, p« 82. 

20 
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mafiia^es,^ tmt in di pnbtbiiifty Ite pmestage tor 

whole of Italy at preaeat Is nrach higher. There are no 
statistics available for England and America, where imxed 
marriages are by no means an unknown phenomenon ; 
they are steadily on the increase among the upper middle 
and riih classes, but rather infrequent among the East 
• European jews in London, New York, and other large 
cities. The advanced religious hberahsm ia the UnitKl 
States makaa that country a fertile mA for intermarriages* 
e^NsdaUy aa certain Refom iUbbia an will^ 
liiaiii : tbi&f aie fatimatert at 5 par cent ia Hi* northern 
and about 33 per cent in the ao uth am statea.* The only 
EogHali-ipeaking region of idndi atatistka an avniUbla 
ia AiiatraKa» whtan, according to the oeaam of 1911, the 
proportion of mixed marriages was 20 4 per cent,^ which is 
lower on the scale tlian the record of Germany. Owing 
to a recent revival of religious and communal life, tiiere 
has been a notable diminution during the last decade in 
the proportion of mixed marriages in Australiat where in 
1901 they amounted to 461 per cent. 

The widespnMd prevalence of intermarriage cooatitBtea 
a grave and growing loss to Jewry, as only a small pne- 
omtage of the o fl s pri n g of miied vniooe iapsnnaneptly 
retained within the fold. Whether Jndeo-Chiiatian mei^ 
riagei aie as fertile aa purely J ewidi marriages is a queatkn 
that has not yet been deinltel^ solved Dr. Fishberg 
states * that Dr. Ruppin " showed conclusively " that there 
is no real hubis lor asserting that mixed marriages are less 
fertile than pure ones, but Dr. Ruppin, in his latest utter- 
ance, is not so positive on tliis point. On the contrary, 
he sa^^s : " It is to a certain degree probable that infertility 
is more frequent in mixed than m pure marriages," and 
he quotes the Prussian statistics for 1905 which abow that 
37 91 per cent of the existing mixed maniages w&» 
childless.* Even Dr. Fishbeig quotes^ New Sooth Waka 

t Dr. F. Thcilhabcr. Der Umtrgamj^M^ ilfwilll Jmhm, P- «<>•. 

• Dr. M. Fishberg, The Jews, p. 203. 

» Jcu'i- h Chronicle. 14th March 1913. * TA* /MM. p. aiOu 

' Dr. Uupx^iu, Die Juden dcr Gegenwart, p. x/a. 
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Census of 1 90 1 , which shows that while the average number 
of children per family of the general population was 3 "48, 
and the average number in a purely Jewish family 4 06, 
the average in a Judeo-Christieui family was 2 01. It is 
impossible to determine with exactness the relative fecun- 
dity of pure and mixed marriages imtil an investigation 
is made into the number of children oi the existing pure 
and mixed marriages in a particular country bom within 
a given period altar marriage. What is certain, however, 
is that ^ere is a gradual decline in iht number of birlhs 
from purely Jewi^ marciages and a paralld increase in 
the number of bhrths from mixed marriages, so that the 
chiMrsn of intermarriages lom a steadily growing pro- 
portion of Jewish posterity. In Prussia this proportion 
rose from ^48 to 12*03 per cent, and in Bavaria from 
0'83 to 69 percent, in the period 1875-1908 ; in Hungary 
it increased from 0*97 to 1*87 per cent in 1 897-1 906 ; in 
Holland it was 4*8 and in Copenhagen 47 2 per cent in 
1906.^ And, what is most signij&cant of all, the percentage 
of children of mixed marriages who definitely remain 
witlna the Jewish pale is gradually decreasing. In Prussia 
tiie perantage declined from 25*43 to 22*67 between zSgo 
and 1905 ; it Hungary the percentage for ZS96-Z906 was 
cMily 14 04 ; and in Copenhagen, in 1906, it was 16*5. 
Moreover, tiiese figiues rriate to the childra who are still 
under the parental roof, but a considerable discount must 
be made when we remember that such children have a 
strong temptation to desert tlie Jewish fold ; as they 
already have Christian relatives and the Jewish influences 
at home are weak their secession to Christendom when they 
grow up is almost natural. We can therefore agree with 
Dr. Rui^pin that peihi^ not more than a tenth of the 
oA^niog of mixed nasriagts is kept within the Jewish con^ 

Religious indiffamioe^ s e tassio n^ baptftffn, intermafiii^s 
— smdi ai« Hie varioua ways in which Jewry is being reft of 
Its dnidren year by year and in which its strength is Hkely 

to be sapped even in greater measure in the years to oome. 

* Dr. Ruppin, Di$ Judon der Geganwtui, p. 170 ttq. 
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institutions. We have examined its varied status of free- 
dom or bondage in the pohtical world, and noted the 
services it has rendered in such generous measure to con- 
temporary States. We have investigated its distributicML 
and activity in the difiorent dq;>artments of the economic 
spbm, its ceaseless wanderings, and its inordinate share 
poverty. We have surveyed its work in tiie iatdleo^ 
tnal woild. its vigorous partidpatkm in advanced educa- 
tion, its coltaral pxoducts of a national character, and its 
manifold services to the cnltore and progress of hnmanity. 
And lastly, we have passed under review its religious 
conditions and tendencies, the contrasts of faith and 
observance tliat manifest themselves, the general decline 
of traditional piety, and the increasing growth of apostasy 
and intermarriage. We have now to inquire into the 
general driit of all the currents and tendencies that we 
have observed in this sequence of sorveys, to see whether 
fht prospects of the Jewish people as a whole — as a people 
and not as a multitude of scattered individuals— «ie good 
or bad : in short, to estimate what is to be the future, tlie 
destiny of the Jewish people. It is this questicm that is tlie 
Jewish Question pMr miUmei, Every country with a large 
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Jewish population has, it is true, its own Jewish question : 
in Russia and Rumania it is the denial of civil equality, 
in Germany and Austria-Hungary it is the prevalence of 
Anti-Semitism* in Eogland and America it is the restriction 
of alien immigration and of Sunday labour. In each of 
these countries the Jews are mostly concerned with their 
own local question. But above and beyond all these 
local questions is tile great question of the future of Jewry 
of whkh the other questions are merely parts. Is Jewry 
destined to grow in number and strength ; or has it already, 
like many other nations in ancient times, attained the height 
of its development, and is it now doomed to dwindle slowly 
but surely to a position of insignificance ? What is the 
strength of the forces that are making for its dissolution, 
what the strength of the forces of conservation, and on 
which side lies the balance ? And if the balance lies on 
the side of the forces of dissolution, what elective measure 
can be adopted to counteract them and so ensure for the 
Jewish people a prolongation of life ? 



1 
i 
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CHAPI£ll I 
ASSIMILATION OR CONSERVATION 

The conscrvinf,' influence of the Ghetto — ^Thedisintepjalin^ effect 
of intellectual emancipation, and of social and political emanci- 
pation — Assimilation in Extern Jewry — Anti-Semitism as a con- 
•utviag ioroe — ^The inharent oooierving force of communal orgask- 

vellgkm and tenitoiT— Natkn or reUgknMi anmnmnity— >tha 
•ooii o iBk c on d i tioQ of natkinal existence — Hio iaftdfectiial oon* 
dittat Ingnage and education — ^The physical condition : com- 
pact coiio«ttiatte--Xhaiaadqiiaatioii: liiiiiliMialii T^SkmUm 
■QhatioB 

THE Jewish people has occiq)ied the stage of history 
for such a considerable span of time that any sqgges- 
tion of the possibihty of its extinction may peihaps 
be framed as unthinkable. A nation tiiat has survived exile 
nearly two thousand years, that has passed throng^ endless 
crises and perils, endmed countless pmecations, expulsioiis, 
and massacres, and to-day, scattered over the face off 
the whole world, is more nimierous than at any previous 
period in its annals and flourishes in a multitude of populous 
communities in every continent — that such a nation should 
now show signs of decay and dissolution, may perhaps be 
regarded as the view of a purblind pessimist or the fancy of 
a paiadox-moQger. But it is neither. A diyassionate and 
comprehensive survey of Jewish Ufe at the present day shows 
that its conditions and tendencies are ntteriy difieient imn 
those that prevailed until flie spread of emancqiation, and 
that their resnltant effect militates against its sorviyaL 
Cooped up as the Jews weie in former ages in Qiettos, 
isolated from the rest of the population not only locally 
and socially, but also economically and intellectually, they 
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led a life of their own, self-contained if not always self- 
contented, in which they cultivated their traditioQal ideals 
and costoniB and fostered and developed their cultural 
possessions. Although they had no land of tiieir own th^ 
made their Ghetto ft Mttle 2!im, pcndinig the call of the 
Messiah ^viioin they wtore wiUiBg st any moment to follow 
to the hkttoilc 2km ; ahhongh ^ttey no longer spoke the 
natioiial kmgnage of their foRifatiien ^ey prayed in it daily 
and understood it, and they had a peculiar language of their 
own in many lands, Judeo-Gernian, Judeo-Spanish, or 
Judeo-Arabic ; although they no longer dwelt on the banks 
of the Jordan or at the foot of Mount Carmel their lives were 
coloured by customs and visions of the Holy Land, and all 
their sufferings were soothed by the thought that they would 
one day be gathered again to the land of their sncestors. 
living as they did in the midat of all the nations, and ex- 
posed la every side to obk)qiiy and hostility, they aerai^ 
lass had the snest goarantee of sorvival, for thqr lived a 
life ef iMr owa and were intihrfaM^d by the hqpe of a 
natioaal lealoration. 

But since the dawn of emancipatiofn a change has come 
over the face of Jewry : it has been slowly giving up its 
own life and adopting the life of its Christian neighbours. 
The change began long before tlic spread of political emanci- 
pation : it began with the intellectual emancipation that 
started upon its course at the end of the eighteenth century, 
when the Jews exchanged their 01m tongue for the language 
of th eU ' - cott U 'li' y , when they abandoned their exclusive devo- 
tkn to a rdigioas edocatioo and acqnirad all branches of 
aernlsT leamniE* and when thev extended their inteDectoal 
tatRMi by sludy in g the phfloeophy and Mteratnre of other 
nations. Oneof the motives that impelled tiiem along this 
oonrse was the desire to show themselves worthy of civil 
equality, for the burdens and humiliations to which they 
were subjected, particularly on the Continent, did not 
become pleasanter even after long acquaintance. And 
with the acquisition of civil rights, given in no country 
willingly, but fought for everywhere stubbornly and secured 
enly in iostalments, a farther impetus was given to the 
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quest of higher education, for gradually the universities 
were thrown open to Jewish students, and, with their tradi- 
tional passion for learning. Jews were not slow to avail 
themselves of the welcome opportunity. The e&ect of the 
acquisition of modem education has been elevatiiig and 
fnictifying to far as indivklnal Jem aie ooooenied, 
have distingniflliad ttenaehres in a constanify growing 
meaaoie in every department ol acfaolanhi|> and science and 
have rendered important and lasting contribiitkxns to the 
culture and progress of humanity. But the effect upon 
Jewry as a people has been disintegrating, for intellectual 
enlightenment has dissolved the bond of faith and dispelled 
the customs and ideals of tradition. It has undermined the 
allegiance of the Jew both to the Oral and the Written Law, 
weakened his observance of the Sabbath and of the cycle 
of feasts and fasts, estranged him from the synagogue, 
made him neglectftd and ioigetf ul of his national tongne, 
and drawn him with em mom inmstibte attntctioii to file 
world of thoQg^t aixnmd him. Sndi an effect was inevit- 
able, for whim the Jew is taqi^t in a Gentile sdiool and Ud 
iqwn Gentile Hte m t nre ; whoiheveoeivesallhisedificatioii 
and inspiration from Gentile sources — books, newspapers, 
pictures, plays, operas, and the thousand and one sociaJ, 
intellectual, and political movements of the day — not 
because he deliberately chooses them, but because he has 
no choice at all in his environment, it is but natural that his 
spirit should undergo a transformation and become assimi- 
lated to the spiiit ol the nation in whose midst he dwells. 

Education alone, however, would not have produced 
a— imii^»in« to any Wide extent ; tiiis effect would have 
been confined afanoet wholly to tiie ridier dam. Bat the 
intellectiial emanGq)ation was soon followed by sodal 
emancipation, by free inteitonrse between Jews sad 
Gentiles in society and in commerce ; and by the middle of 
the nineteenth century almost the whole of Western Jewry 
were endowed with civil and political equality. All the 
artificial barriers that had hitherto divided Jew from 
Gentile were thus overthrown and removed, and tliere 
began a movement of frateinisatton» to atone, as it were^ 
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for the hostility of centuries. All avenues became open to 

Jewish enteq:)rise and ambition, all branches of economic 

activity, trades and manufactures, the liberal professions, 

and manicipal and Government service. Witii resistless | 

advance the Jews pressed forward along every path, fired I 

by ambition and aided by talent, lured ever farther from 

^ nanow confines of the Ghetto to the daggling cazeearB 

that awaited fhem in the onter world, where many of them 

sooner or later forgot their origin, or even forswore it to 

attain their goal. For whilst in lands of perfect equality, 

such as England, America, and Italy, Jews could attain to 

the highest offices without any sacrifice of their faith, 

in Germany Judaism still constitutes a disability of 

which many rid themselves with an easy conscience 

and a little baptismal water. But even among those 

who do not move in intellectual or political circles the 

ftee unfettered intercomrse with their Christian nejgh- 

boors in social and business relations has wrought damage 

to the Jewish community, for an increasing number of its 

children have intermarried with the children of the CSiuidi, 

and though they may nominally continue their adhesion to 

Judaism their very act gives it the lie, and their posterity 

are lost for ever to the Jewish fold. The net result of 

emancipation has thus been assimilation in every land and 

in every class, an assimilation that is confined for the most 

part to the social and intellectual Ufe, but which trespasses 

ever more and more upon the religious domain and claims 

an annually increasing number of apostates and mixed 

marriages. Even those who do not formally abandon 

Judaism for Christianity, because they believe in neither, 

drift away from their people as soon as tiie ^agogue has 

ceased to appeal to them ; they may for a time, and per- 

hi^ even to death, manifest their attadmient through 

philanthropic activity — a sphere of endless dimensions in 

the Jewish world, but their children are not likely to be 

retained even by such a bond. Nor is the decadence of 

Jewry confined to the loss of those whom it once numbered 

as its children, but it also extends to the diminution of the 

children who actually come into the world. The ancient 
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ideals of early marriage and a nuiiiCTOns progeny, cnltivated I 
with natural impulsiveness and as a national habit through- 
out the dark days of mediievalism, have lost their \'irtue 
in those days of assimilation and social struggle : fewer 
marriages take place and iewer children aie born reiativety 
amoiig the Jews than among the natkos around thwn, wad 
Hum iSbgf loan a steadily derimtiig proportion in iieaify 
civacy comliy and pmsnt att eaiMF piey to iba fonoes of 
dtwuliilina, 

Tira^ tlie Westan lands aia oonstantly laceivlu^ ImmIs 
of iwHiil^iants imai 'die East, a^lio Mnct stlfl mi^ oir Im 
attadied to the customs and traditions of the pasC» and 

who may be expected to exercise a counteracting influence 
and to fill up the gaps created by native losses. But the 
faith of these Eastern immigrants is also not as strong 
and immutable as in the days of yore : the ferment of the 
Russian Revolution has stirred the Jewish mind to its 
depths, and Yiddish literature, once confined to homely 
ballads and aentiflMntal novels, has been invaded by txana- 
lalioiis of the woika ol all tiie laahstic writen of nodoni 
timfs .y^ls, Ibssn, Tolstoi, De M aupasOTt and by die 
revofaitionary ideas of aU ratkmaUst thinkers. Ihns, tibe 
intdleetoal aorinilation that has abeady advanced ao Imt 
in the West is also penetrating more and more into the 
orthodox strongholds of the East, as proof of which €be 
epidemic of apostasy that has been spreading among the 
younger generation of Russian Jews in quest of an academic | 
or professional career, or simply because of their longing 
to live outside the Pale, is convincing enough. And ev^ : 
fko^e who have anccessfully resisted the influence of ! 
assimilation at home in tiie £ast, where they itve in a j 
porely Jemh e pviro oment, aie able to ote less miataaoe 
in themaelrtromof the West, fttee they are ci p o a< d to a 
Aovsand subtle currents that sweep them away fioni tlieir 
sncient moorings ; whilst tiiefar ctdldien offer no lasistaiioe 
at all and are rapidly assimilated in habit and appearaaoe, 
in tliought and language, to the predominant t\pe. More- 
over, even among the seven million Jews in Eastern Europe 
and the Orient modern cdueation is being fostered more 
and more assiduously, and its effects are bound to be the 



Digitized by Google 



ASSIMILATION OR CONSERVATION 315 



same as among the Jews in the West. Such then are the 
main forces of dissolution that are at work. 

What now are the forces of conservation ? Anti- 
Semitism has always been advanced as one of the great 
mainstajm of Jtmxy, for it is believed to quicken the ladal 
oonfidoiisQesB evea in the ahimbering soul of the most 
btid&Biumt and to nlSy evecy ooaagmamty ta meanres of 
aelf^iiotecthm. if sudi wne indeed its effect, and if it 
wece fmdnoed e^ferywbitm unfailingly, it migfat in tnitii 
be claimed as an auxiliary, however imworthy, of the 
Jewish sun'ival ; for it is rampant over the greater area 
of the Jewish world, Protean in its forms, diabolical in its 
ingenuity, ruthless in its assault, the offspring of ignorance, 
envy, and traditional superstitions. The denial of ele- 
mentary human rights in Russia, outlawry unashamed in 
Rumania, exclusion from Government service in Genoony 
and Austria and from clubs and hotels in America : these 
are but a law of tiie ionns of AnthSemitism» wbsch bas 
now ventuad to nose its aecpent head in England 1—'' the 
landof the free" — aad even in Canada, so yonng in develop- 
meat yet already endoiPBd with this aatmnine prodnct of 
civilisatioo. Anti-Semitism dogs the footsteps of the }ew 
in every land, in free republics as in despotic monarchies ; 
it has no respect for rank or class and makes no distinction 
between the religious and the non-religious Jew ; it assails 
the Jewish politician and author equally with the Jewish 
artisan and pedlar ; it finds ever new objects of accusa- 
tion, that the Jews, on the one hand, are too rich and live 
too hmuionaiy, and on the other hand, that they are too 
poor and lower the standaidol hie in their adopted country : 
that, on the one band, they ate too clever, and will capture 
the entire State if thegr ate not lestcahied, and ihat» on 
the other hand, they are illiterate and most be denied tite 
righ t of asylum. Whatever virtue the Jew has is stigmatised 
as a vice, whatever failing he has — the product of centuries 
of oppression — is exaggerated as a crime. On the one 



■ Xbb lias boea Admittod even by the SpeeiokKr (in tbo coaiw d a 
review ol L Bella's Bommp c/ iJk# JtaAtckOis, xst Febniary 19x3) : " In 
Englaxid we traoo signs that Adrtt^taBitism is ncinng Its betd after lisrfaig 
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hand, ho is upbraided because he holds aloof and does not 
intermarry with his Christiaii neighbours ; on the other 
hand, he is told that he comes of an inferior stock and is 
not wanted. The rich Jews do, indeed, intemiarry with 
their neighboim and mt wdoomed for tfaeir weaitii ; it is 
tile poor who do not, tnd who are attacked on other 
grounds. Manifdd as themanifestatic^isof AntirSemitisni 
are, prevailing alike in political and aodal life» in business 
and in literature, among blue-blooded aristocrats and slave- 
driven factory-hands, it reveals one unifying factor — the 
elemental hatred of the Jew. And yet despite this hatred, 
varying in form irom a comic caricature to a bloodthirsty 
pogrom, the Jew is not everywhere stung by it to a sense 
of national pride, to an attitude of self-defence. What is 
more striking than the vast spread of apostasy and mixed 
marriages in the very lands, Germany and Austria, where 
Anti-Sonitism is most nuaqMOit and provides a plank lor 
political parties? The very contempt of the Jew dis- 
played by his intolerant neighbour has made many a 
weakling bend his back to the storm— and torn his feet 
to the baptismal font ; and yet the converted Jew, be he 
never so diligent in church attendance, is not less subject 
to scorn than before, for his baptismal certificate cannot 
convert his physiognomy and merely advertises his h\-j)oc- 
risy. What more telling proof of the inadequacy of Anti- 
Semitism as a bulwark of Judaism than the Dreyfus affair 
or the Russian pogroms ? Never had Republican France 
been so stirred to its depths as by the internecine contro- 
versy annised by the fictitioos chaxges against the Jewish 
captain, and yet the moribond conditkm of Ftench Jewry 
received not a single qnidcening in^pnbe and woold even 
now have sank into further decay bot for tiie vivifying 
stream of immigration from Eastern Emope. And the 
Russian pogroms, which aroused the Jews all over the 
world to an unparalleled display of solidarity and self- 
help, have become a mere memory even among the Russian 
Jews themselves, among whom apostasy was never so rife 
or so lightly judged as at the present day. No, Anti- 
Semitism cannot be reckoned as a conserviog foice in 
Jewry : even in its ea L tremest phase it onl^ causes a 
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temporary outburst of racial indignation, but the individual 
Jew goes on his own way, moulded by the immediate 
forces around him — social, economic, and intellectual — 
and is slowly absorbed by his environment. 

Are there, then, no positive conserving forces in Jewry 
itself ? Has it not a multitude of oiganized communities 
with institutions of every kind, aocaal and intellectual, 
religious and philanthtopic ; is it not endowed with a 
▼igoions pulsftting life ? A oonsideration of the functions 
of these various institntions will suffice to show how con- 
ditional they are in their existence and how hunted in 
their sphere of influence. The synagogue has lost the 
power it wielded even fifty years ago and in this age of 
rationalism is never hkely to regain it ; and the allied 
institutions of the Beth Hamidrash (" House of Study ") and 
religion classes are also decliningin importance. In Germany 
and in Italy more than one little community in recent 
years has died out and its synagogue closed through the 
migration of its members to larger towns, where they are 
exposed to the forces d assimilation more fully than in 
their previous homes. The q>edfically social oiganiza- 
tions, dubs, institutes, friendly societies, are cultivated 
mainly by the immigrant classes and by their children ; 
but it is the ambition of most Jews in England and America 
to belong to non-Jewish clubs, whether of a social, pro- 
fessional, or political character. There is an abundance of 
literary and historical societies, which serve, it is true, to 
promote an interest in the literature, history, and general 
conditions of the Jewish people and to keep aUve the 
historic consciousness; but it is a matter of common 
knowledge that these societies do not exercise half as strong 
a ^»dl as those devoted to social amnsemoit, and in any 
case their activity is almost ^oUy concentiated on tiie 
past and fails to build up anything for the future. There 
Is a still greater number of philanthropic societies, ranging 
from the powerful Jewish Colonization Association to a 
small local " bread, meat, and coal society," which stimulate 
the sentiment of solidarity ; but the activity of these 
societies is simply based upon the poverty and persecution 
of the great mass of Jewry, which are unfortunately likely 
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to continue for a great length of time, but which, according 
to all reasonable calculation, will diminish in the course of 
future decades. The immense flood of emigration that 
pours forth ceaselessly from Eastern Europe lessens the 
gnvity of the taak lor phikuithropic oiganizations, for 
even ^ough the newcomers In the Western lands 
■MillMirii'i m the eeify period of their settkmont tliey eooB 
aaooeed in eenuog a li^qg and iluft lor tt^ 

Ibe ]»7 to a fleet pert ol liie qoeetion ii 11m flit^^ 
mJbudaandxtsfatme. little do linden of tetEnpiie 
dieam, in their insensate policy of persecution, tiiat the best 
method to rid themselves of the Jews, which they so heartily 
desire, u uuld be to abolish the Pale and give its inhabitants 
absolute freeilom. For then the Jews would gradually dis- 
tribute themselves over the vast tracts of the Empire and 
become, lil;e their bretliren in the West, a ready prey to the 
forces of Q«*^im?lfl^" Even in their bondage, and with 
the limited opportoBities of social and intellectual inter- 
coorae that tiiey have with their n eigh b oots > tiie Rossiaa 
Jews eie alwedy diyhying a oolebk d^giee of efffliinna tfcju ; 
how modi more rapid wonld tiiis process be wbm Ihef 



years is a matter that, after the collapse of the Revolu- 
tion of 1905, nobody can safely prophesy.* But sooner or 
later their freedom is bound to come. In an age when 
absolutist monarchies like Turkey and Persia can be con- 
verted into constitutional states witli representative govern- 
ment, and when the hoary Celestial Empire can be rejuven- 
ated into a rqpuMic, the liberation of the Jews fiom the 
Russian 3roke — and from the Rumanian too— omst be- 
within the realm of pcactical politics. And Hieiif^HKa that 
blessed day dawns and the dowoptfoddco Jews of lionBer 
dayu no- longer need the hd^ and intwention of their 
Westeni brethren, when massacres witt berfime a mere 
memory, and the *' ritual murder** myth will be derided 
even by children, and the economic boycott will be for- 
gotten, and the zone of poverty will shrink, and when, too, 
the Russian passport question will be satisfactPiily settled. 
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and the foreign Jew will not need to present a baptismal 
certificate at the Russian frontier : what will remain for 
the philanthropic and quasi-political orf^anizations to do ? 
At present their work consists in making good the damage 
wrou^t by others, in icpaizing' tiie bioachfis in the fabric . 
oijeifiy; but when tliane aie m loofsr tny Iveaches tfa^ 
fonction most oeate or at any rate detune. One o£ the great 
motoK>-foioes in the cmervatbn <rf Western Jcn^ 
cease to operate, and its power of aorvival will correspond- 
ingly abate. Aiid aslor Eastern Jewry, although itisim- 
possible to hope that the statute book which will give them 
their hberty can give their neighbours a new heart, — any 
more than the enunciation of the principles of liberty, 
equality, and fratcmity enshrined in the French Constitu- 
tion could make tlie Frenchman look upon the Jew as his 
brother, — such sodai hostility as continues to prevail will 
only have the same modified influence as Ant^Semitism 
in Gennany, wlieie it is altogether ineitoctttal iapni?^^ 
aaainuiation. 

The fnndaweatal cana es ibtt have wvooi^t Ihe aaristt" 

lation of Jewry and are desthied in Hie aonnal course to 
farflier itadislntilgration, are the lac^ of a nati^^ ' \ 

tory and the loss of religious faith. The restitution of ' 
either of these factors would provide a powerful bulwark » 
against further dissolution and a guarantee for the pro- ' 
longation of Jewish life. But to hope for a restoration of , ' 
religious faith, and above all for a revival of ritual observ- \\ 
ance as practised throughout the centuries, is to misread ^ { 
all the signs of the present age, with the usurpation of \ . 
religious authority by science and the stfqpeiaession of |l 
theoJoncal dogmas bv etibical ^'^^•^^ We mnsL thereloceL i ' 
dismiss tiie poesibiliiy oi a religions levml, which is pre- 
daded» moreover, by tte very epvinosient of the Jew ; j '. 
and in any case, even if it w«re poisiUe, it wonld only be j ' 
confined to a few rare spirits and could only affect their 
spiritual lives without having any permanent fertilizing 
influence upon their intellectual activity. Hence the I 
only possible remedy for the present dissolution, the only I 
effective check to increasing disintegration, is to obtain the * 
restoration of a national teiritoxy. 
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But hers the quel tion may mat: Cm bono? If^His 
aigned by some, the Jewish people ahoirs such wmmoaB 

and widespread symptoms of decay, why should it be 
preserved ? Why not let it decay ? The answer is that 
the decay is not the fault of tlie Jews, but their mis- 
fortune, the inevitable product of their anomalous position 
— their exile. And further, why should the Jews have 
to justify their existence ? Is any other nation called 
xxpon to justify its existence ? Were the Albanians, who 
m now rejoicing in their newly-won independence, called 
npOB to justify tfaflir demand for national conservation ? 
And yet tiie Albanians, with all due lespect for whatere^ 
they may have contributed to the culture and bettennent 
of ibo worid, cannot be compared with the Jews who have 
wrought so much. But they have one important advan- 
tage : they have a land of their own, and that is sufficient 
to sweep aside all objections. The Jews, however, have 
a noble past, chequered with suffering yet rich in achieve- 
ment, whose claim to national conservation is certainly not 
less weighty or worthy than that of the Albanians, the 
Serbs, or the Bulgarians. 

There is, it is true, a scliool of thought in Jewry whidi 
maintains that the J ews are not a nation bat only a reUgioos 
oommnnity, but this view is littla more tiian a centory oUL 
for it was propomided by Moaes Mendehaohn to justify the 
daimsoftiie Jews to political emancipation. Bntapeof^ 
that, though scattered for nearly twenty centuries, is bound 
together not only by tlie ties of faith but by common racial 
descent, by a common historical development, by a common 
and continuous literature, by a common language, by 
common sufferings and hopes, and which, even in its present 
unparalleled dispersion, has such a host of social, intellectual, 
economic, and philanthropic institutions, which subserve 
no sectarian purpose whatever, can justly regard itself 
as a nation even though it has no land of ttaofwn. It was 
as a nation that the Jews ahvays fcgaided tiiemBdvea from 
the first day <^ Hhdx exfle— as a natioii in ezOe; as socii 
they are officially treated in Tnikey at tiie pre s en t day ; and 
as such alone can they be understood aright. What apitif ul 
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I ddtokm was cherished by the myriads of martyrs through- 
f out the Middle Ages if Israel were now content to be written 
down as a mere sect and to be wiped off the roll of the 
i; nations ! What a waste of blood, of hope, and of prayer, 
I if the ideal of national restoration were now surrendered as 
J a mere fable 1 There are indeed some who are content to 
I; abandon this ideal : those who call themselves English- 
^. men, Frendunen, or Germans of " the Jewish persuasion." 
' but these selfsame Jews who maintain that tiiey lonn 
a religious oo mn mnity are characteiised, as a role, by 
^ very Mttie religion. They declare that the J ews were 
g dispersed and must remain diq>er8ed to fulfil a spiritual 
^ mission in accordance with the Divine Will, but they 
^ are blind to all the signs of the times — that the lands in 
^ which the Jews are most faithful to their traditions 
treat them with the greatest cruelty, and that so far are 
^ the Jews in other lands from spreading their mission that 
^ they themselves succumb to the mission propagated by 
Christianity and desert the fold in ever-increasing numbers 
year by year. But those who believe in the nationality ol 
their people most devise a method lor peipetnatiag it iq)cm 
a territory of its own. The mere desire for its continuance is 
\ " a motive snffiident in itsdf, but when this motive is blended 
witii a pride in the ethical ideals of Judaism and a confidence 
in the high intellectual capacity and productivity of the 
^' Jews, then one has mdeed a splendid stimulus to achieve 
^ a great ideal. 

\ The settlement of the Jews upon a territory of their 

own must, however, fulfil certain essential conditions if 
it is to provide the hrm basis of a healthy development 
of national life. The fijrst is an economic condition : the 
economic life in the national contre must be sdf-contained 
\ in Older that the peopk may be able to develop as naturally 
and as fully as every other nation, that each individual 
' may be able to follow his own bent and pursue tiie vocation 
^ for which he is best fitted, said that the commonweahh 
\ may be able to order and regulate its social life in accord- 
ance with its own traditions and predilections and without 
regard to the wishes and customs of others. The basis 

21 ' 
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of such a self-contained economic life must be agriculture, 
not only because a nation has the surest guarantee of 
permanence if it can satisfy its own bodily wants, but 
also because the class that is most closely attached to 
the soil consists of the fanners and peasants. The artisan 
can pack up his took at any moment and nqgiale to 
aootfaer land with a good pmpect of findiqg emplqyi- 
ment; tha pmieaiional man— doctor, antbor, or artist 
—can also aaiily chaaga tcene of activity 
with htdt compmictktt and with litde lear of inaunii^ 
any ultimata loaa; but ^ peasant wbo h bom and 
reared on the soil is attached to it with an elemental 
love, and if in addition to a contented living he has 
a material interest in the soil that he cultivates, he cannot 
easily drag himself away from his peaceful farmstead to 
an unknown clime. It is significant that of all the occupa- 
tions of Russian Jewry comprised among the emigrants to 
America agriculture is represented by the smallest per- 
centage ; and that the Jews can snccessfulfy adapt them- 
sehres to agricnltiure has been abimdantly provad by tiie 
muneMs fann-setdenents in Russia and Amecka, not to 
speak of Falastiiia. 

The second essential condition is of an intellectual 
nature : the nation nrast have its own language and, 
as a natural corollary, its own educational system. Dis- 
persed as the Jews are at present, they speak in many 
tongues ; but united in a land of their ow^n, they must be 
linked together by a common tongue, not only that they 
may understand one another, but in order that their life 
may have a distinctive national impress, a soul of its 
own, through which its ipiiitiial striviqgs and iitsraiy i 
creations may find a common medimn of eaq »resai co« 
What tiiii laognage should be admits of no questioa : 
it most be the hmguage tinou^ whidi tiie son! of the 
people fomidei^ression when it formerly lived as a nation 
on its own soil and whidi has never ceased to be uttered 
by Jewish lips throughout the centuries of exile. Yiddish 
is spoken only by half — at the most — of the Jewish people ; 
it is disowned and despised by those in the West and is 
a strange language to those in the Orient; and besides^ 
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it is built up on an alien foundation — mediaeval German — 
and has a loose grammar and inexact orthography. But 
Hebrew has a fixed and elaborate grammatical system ; 
it 18 the language of tiie greatest book in the woild, the 
Bible; it is the vehicle of a coatimioiis Jewish literatoie 
down to the pment day, and it is ciq>able of answering 
an the requiranents of a modem cultivated ^>eedi in the 
various spheres of science and invention, art and philosophy, 
economics and politics, as is amply shown by the recent 
revival of Hebrew in Palestine. That the people must also 
have its own educational system is an inevitable corollary of 
the freedom necessary for the use and growth of its lan- 
guage ; and besides, it is in the schools that the foundations 
of national culture are laid, and a people without a ^ecific 
culture of its own is only the shadow of a nation. It is, 
of course, inqiossibleto create ahrand-new Jewish culture, 
nor is there any such desire; the main elements of culture 
are common to an civilised countries and they wiU also 
be contained in the culture of the Jewish commonwealth, 
where, however, they will be fused with Jewish ideas and 
traditions and quickened by a specific intellectual outlook 
bom of the soil. That such a process is conceivable and 
natural is illustrated by the history of the English people 
itself, in whose early development alien influences were so 
strong that French was the language of the courts and the 
schools till as late as 1362. Visionaries may demand the 
levelling of aU national difierences and decry ^ fostering of 
3^ another culture; but as loog as nations are divided by 
mountains and seas such differences will remain, and ^e 
culture of mankind is all the richer by virtue of its variety. 
The culture of the new Judaea, moreover, will not be antag- 
onistic to European culture, but a vital part of it, produced 
under the influence of Jewish ideas, in the normal course 
of national development, on a Jewish soil. 

A third essential condition is of a physical nature : the 
national settlement must consist of a compact concentra- 
tion of Jews both in town and country. The prime 
source of present-day assimilation consists in the fact 
that the Jews constitttte a minority in all the lands of 
their diaperaion : fliey are thus subjected to influences 
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stronger than themselves and are easily and involuntarily 
adapted, in the course of time, to the predominant type. 
Such a possibility must be eliminated from the land in 
which Jews are to develop a national life, and hence they 
most there constitute the majority. This oonditioa is 
faBpnicticable at tiio outset taaoept in vttecfy wunhabHed 
eonntrles, but it mnst be ttaxwm after lealously and 
ssystematically if Jewish aatioiial file k to beocmie a na^ 
For with a inajority in the towns and in tiie oooBtry places 
the Jews will not only form the dominating social element 
and impress their own characteristics upon their environ- 
ment, they will not only provide the Jewish milieu in 
which alone works of art reflecting the Jewish genius 
ran conv into being, and in which the laws and customs 
oi their faith can be observed unhindered, but they will 
also automatically secure the administratioii ct these 
localities into their own hands and thns assoie for then- 
adves freedom e< development in eveiy diractiaiL 

Whidi is the land that can fnlfil an these oooditiooa ? 
The East Bnropean regicm, iriiidi has been tbt home dP 
ffttiiww of Jews, has itidf been sngge s t ed as the best 
nucleus of a Jewish national centre, because it already 
has a Jewish language and has preserved intact traditional 
Jewish culture. But the objections to such a plan are 
that the Jews both in Russia and Rumania are excluded 
from the land and would be without an agricultural basis ; 
that the region itself is becoming industrialized ; that 
its culture would be subject to the influences of Polish or 
German coltoie; and, what is most in^rtant of alL 
that Jews in other ptfts of tiie world would never no- 
knowledge altegiance to sodi a centre^ aa it would ham 
ndther historical nw moral daim to leoQgnitfcm. 

A second proposal is that a ookmy should be established 
in some uninhabited part of the world, where the Jews 
from the outset should be given local autonomy. This 
is the principle of the Jewish Territorial Organization. I 
founded by Mr. Israel Zangwill during the davs of the i 
Zionist Congress of 1905. which declined the offer of the ' 
British Government of a territory in East Africa. The 
Territorial Organisation has conducted negotiatsana with 
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various Governments and carried out a scientific ex- 
ploration of Cyrenaica, which was found unfit for settle- 
ment on account of deficient water, and also of Angola, 
as to the fitness of which the members of the scientific 
commiiskm themsdives difEered. Sofar the"ITO" (asthe 
JewishTenitorialOrganixation, from Its Initisls, iscomoionly 
called, although formed to obtain an immediate asylum for 
the Jews owing to the slow progress of settlement in Pales- 
tine, has not, after nine years of persistent search, turned the 
first sod of its projected colony, nor is there much prospect 
that such a colony will ever become a reality ; for the 
only appeal, or the strongest appeal, that it could make 
to the oppressed Jews of the East is that of an economic 
nature, and they can satisfy their economic wants much 
more readily by emigration to America than by settling 
in a strange, uninhabited rc^n, where they wonld have 
to endnre mnch privation hi the early period, for whidi 
tiiey oonld find no oonq>ensation in a sentimental attach- 
ment.^ Moreover, such a settlement conld prodncfc no 
truly national Jewish culture, for it would be populated, 
according to all reasonable calculations, solely by East 
European Jews of the proletarian class, w ho might succeed 
with external aid in carrying on a comfortable community, 
but who, by reason of the concessions they would have to 
make in their dealings with the outside world, could not 
foster a language of their own or produce a literature 
worthy of the name. 

The only territory upon which all the qiecified con- i 
ditions of a successful national settlement can be fulfilled . \ 
is the land advocated by Zionism-— Palestine. Here a self- ; \ 
contained economic life with an agricultural basis can be I 
established ; here Hebrew can be fostered as the national 
language and Jewish schools can be built ; and here the \ 
Jews can live in a compact mass in the various towns and I 
rural settlements. But, above and beyond all these ad- 
vantages, Palestine is the land where the Jewish nation 

^AaModtMrol theeKneotivvof 1ii»''ITO'' sad one a< Iti loaadflct. 
Dr. I. A. SbOn, of Bliiabetiignd, has, after a reoeiit tow of Paleatfaio, 

advocated that the cokmiMlion of Palestine should be placed "in tbai 
lonfcont Qi tho 'IXO' pvogBumne" C/mmA CknmcU, Sth May X9Z4)* 
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grew up, wlicre its prophets spoke and its psalmists sang, 
where its sacred literature was written, its ethical ideals 
were formed, its spiritual treasures were fashioned : the 
land to which the heart of the Jew was turned throughout 
the long centuries of sufiering in exile. What is more 
natural than that the land of the Jewish past shonld be 
made the land of the Jewuhfutuxe? Whether the piooeas 
is practicabler and to wiiat extent it may snooeed* are 
matters that depend vpoa the Jewish people itsdf, bnt 
already sufficient has been accomplished within a short time 
to justify the best hopes for the future. The support so 
far given tv Zionism has come from a very small minority, 
and the number of Jews so far settled in ttie country' 
hardly exceeds 100,000. The ultimate realization of 
Zionism may take many decades, and even at the best, even 
if Palestine contained three to four miUion Jews, these 
would fonn a minority of the J e wish people. But it would 
be a v%ofons minoiity, pnlsatii^ with national hie. and 
Giqpable of oommnmnattng a vivifying fnAnency to liie 
oomnmnities that remained sc a tt e ted all over die globe. 

Tn Jbws in Russia. — Note to pp. 150 and 318. 
The penamttlon d ttw J««t in RiMia has greatly Incw i w^ d in tadbmt 
•ad wv«rity during lait two ymn. In 1915 rioao, over 10^000 |««t 

were eipeUed from various towns outside the Pale and from Pcdiab 
villages, in which, in many cases, they had been settled over thirty years. 
In 1912. of 3000 Jewish students who applied for admii^sioii to the 
universities and technical colleges, only 350 were admitted ; and in 
1913* of 3908 who applied only ite were admittad {Hilfsamwim Hitptrt, | 
191^. Tte mott lefkMi addition to tiie oode ot diabilities is leooDl 
law which prohibits Jeift to lit OB boards of joint stock companies 
and forbids such compaales as have Jewish directors to acquire land? 
This reactionary measure produced a veritable panic in the Rus-^i m 
financial world. The Times (5th June 1914) stigmatized the measure as 
" grotesque/' Init it justified 0m geoecal dlnbilitiM of the Jons on Ite 
SnNmd that tbe Jewi weve <aei«ad ia ''peddHag. Hqm-dealiBe, aad 
flMney4eadiag/' and that if they were free to trade among the peasants 
tfccy would soon " ' eat up ' the tillers of the soil." The fact is, two-fifthS 
of the Jews are engaged in manufacturing and mechanical pursuits;- 
liquor-dealing is a monopoly of the Government ; and the maiis ot the 
Jews are too poor to have any money to lend. Even if iSbmn wmM% (riuod 
of eabrtanoe in tlie allegatiiNi of the Timt», it oannot JoatHy the nia»of 
anti-Jewish restrictions that embittar the lives of artisans and penoni 
engaged in the liberal professions, nor the impending banishment of 
40,000 Jews iiom Kiev {Rumuk$ Kon§9pmd$nSt July 
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ZIONISM 

The aims of Zionism — ^Precursors of Zionism — The founding of 
the ZkmUt OrgBniiaHiia-^IafliMBioe of Zkmini upon Jewidi 
The institntioas of 2amriim — Ihe colonidng of Bilestiae t iotro- 
dneliw of credit — ^ftromotion of egiieidtiiie--IiiipfOVttiiieiit of 
farming method*— Romotion of urbita colonization: industrial 
crafts — Housing and sanitation improvements — ^Education and ' 
culture upon a Hebrew basis — The political aspect — Relations with, 
the native population — ^Xhe general outlook 

ZIONISM is the name of the movement which aims at 
the restoration of Jewish national life in Palestine. 
It is based Vipon the conviction that the Jews are a 
natkm, tliat they can best fulfil their destiny by reviving 
their ooiporate life npon a national basis in tiieir ancestral 
country, and that only by this means can thejr preserve 
Jewry from the forces of disintegration to iMdk it is now 
exposed and secure its permanent and progressive devdop- 
ment. It represents the first organized endeavour of the 
Jewish people since its banishment from Palestine nearly 
two thousand years ago to put an end to its alternating lot of 
oppression, tolerance, or fatal drift, by acquiring the status 
and dignity of a nation in the land in which its national 
life first came into being. Its adherents are spread far and 
wide, in the East and the West, in the Old World and in 
the New, in the lands of absolute freedom as in those of 
unmitigated bondage ; and they are knit together in a 
dennocratic organisation which at periodical Congresses 
shapes the poUcy and determines the practical measures 
of the movement. But whilst it receives its inq>etus 
from the present, it draws its inspiration from the past, 

for Zionism represents in modern form that traditional love 

an 

I 

I 

I 
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of wliicfa animated tlie Jew tliiQ^ie^^ 
tiiehopein theloi^tiiering of Isnndin l£e Holy Land wludi 
soothed the sufferings of exile. For neaily two tiioasand 
yeais the sentiment found ejqpiesoon merely in a religions 

form — in prayers and pilgrimages — whilst ever and again, 
in the gloom of the Middle Apes, it was fanned into flame 
\ by a false Messiah who heralded the return to Zion, and 
\ then abandoned his deluded followers to despair. Not until 
the nineteenth century was any energetic desire evinced to 
convert the prayer into practice, tlic idea into a reality. 
Fonnerly the Jews went to Fakstine to die : now tinqr 
go there to live. 

The advocacy of the colonisation of Palestine as liie 
only solution of the Jewish question was made as eaily 
as z8z8 by Moidecai Mannd Noah in America, and was 
rq)eated in diffetent countries at intervals throughout ^ 
the century. In France it was urged in 1830 by the 
historian, Joseph Salvador ; in Germany, in 1862, in- 
dependently by Moses Hess in his Rome and Jerusalem, 
and by Hirsch Kalischer in his Quest of Zion, the one a 
Socialist, the other an orthodox Rabbi ; in England, in 
1876, by George Eliot in her famous novel Daniel Deronda ; 
and in Russia, in 1880, by the Hebrew writers Moses 
Lilienblum and Perez Smolenskin, and soon after by Leon 
Pinsker too, 1H10, in his historic panqihlet 

doqufliitiy signed tfiat the settleaent ol tiie J 
land of their own was the only salvation from their suffer- 
ings, tiious^ he did not qiedficaDy propose Palestine for 
the purpose. The interest in the idea that had been 
aroused hi the 'sixties soon bore fruit, for the work of 
colonization was actually begun in 1870 by the establish- 
ment, by the *' Alliance Israelite," of an agricultural school 
at Mikveh Israel (" The Hoj)e of Israel "). In the follow- 
ing decade the Society of "Lovers of Zion" (Chovevei Zion) 
was founded in 1884 by a Jewish Conference at Katto- 
witz, to promote the Jewish resettlement upon a more 
extensive scale, and affiliated societies s^aag iq> in variooi 
parts of Eon^ The woric of cokiniiation, however, 
lagged at the beginning, partly owing to the eaily settkn 
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being endowed only with zeal, but with little practical 
knowledge, and partly nwing to the obstacles inevitably 
associated with pioneer settlement ; and it was not nntil 
Baron Edmond de Rothschild came to its aid with his 
munificent generosity that it made any appreciable pro- 
gress. The " Lovers of Zion " were animated, it is true, 
by the national sentiment, but the general character of 
their activity waa a blend of philanthropy and leligioas 
piety, idiilat the aid contributed by Western Jews was alao 
prompted mainly by charitable motives tinged with tiie 
ndal oonscionsneas. Not nntU the advent of the feinlle- 
tooist and playright, Theodor Henl, in 1896, was tiie 
Jewish national sentiment propounded as an idea whose 
expression should not limit itself to the creation of scattered 
colonies in the Holy Land, but which should expand into 
an organized endeavour of the Jewish people to work 
for its national regeneration. Hitherto the national idea 
had meant tiiat Western Jews helped Eastern Jews to settle 
in Palestine ; henceforth it was to mean that Western Jews 
were to work together with their Eastern brethren for the 
restoration of Jewish national life in Pelestine, in wlack 
not a section ot the people but the ^diole people t^oold 
be represented. The religions»phi1anthfoplc moveottnt 
became a national-political movement — C knmm 2SooiBm 
became Political Zionism. 

Herzl promulgated his first ideas upon the re-nationaliza- 
tion of the Jews in a pam[)hlet, The Jewish State, which 
served the purpose of arousinp: a discussion of the question 
throughout the whole world, although its detailed proposals 
were afterwards modified. His scheme encount^ed bitter 
opposition in Western Enrope and America, not merely on 
the part of influential la3anen, but also on thepart of a large 
majority of the Rabbis. The former declared that Herzl's 
ideas were sobversive of local patriotism, a point tiiat never 
oocnrred to Christians themselves ; the latter banned his 
scheme as a violation of the " Mission of Israd " and a 
contradiction of the Messianic doctrine. But despite 
relentless and powerful opposition, conducted in the press 
and pulpit, Herzl succeeded in convening a Congress for 
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the purpose of deliberation. It was opened at Basle on 
27tli August 1897, and was attended by 206 delegates from 
all parts of tlie world. This Congress adopted as the pro- 
gramme of Zionism " the creation of a publicly-legaily 
secured home in Palestine for the Jewish people," and it 
laid the foundatiooft of a worid-wkie Qigani ration, com- 
pmng federatkms witii nninerous local societies in all the 
cow i U i e t liiat have a oonaiderabie Jewish pqpulatioa. 
The govemment of the Qjgairisatkw. was cntrosted to a 
Geneial Coimdl (Greater AcUom Cc mmHtie) oompoaed 
of r ep iesen tatives of different ooontries, and to a Central 
E g e c u U v e (Smaller Actions Committed, whose nmnbeis 
all lived in Vienna, the home of Herzl, who was elected 
as President. Every Jew was declared to be a Zionist 
who acknowledged the Basle Pr(\tiramme and who paid 
the annual tax of a shekel (one shilling) to provide the 
central administration with its working fimd. The pay- 
ment of the shekel conferred the right to vote for a delegate 
to Congress, which became the controlling ofgan of the 
movement, the nltimate arbiter upon aU great and de- 
cisive measores undertaken in the name of the Oigani»- 
tion. 

Since tiie tnt Congress at Basle ten other Ztonist 
Congresses have been hdd, first at faitervals of a year and 

tiicn of two } ears ; and in the sixteen years that have 
elapsed since its foundation tlie Zionist Organization has 
acquired a firm footing in the Jew ish communities ail over 
the globe, established a number of important institutions 
necessary for the execution of its^lans. and embarked 
upon systematic colonizing activity in the Holy Land. 
Zionism haa exercised such a profonnd and determining 
influence upoa Jewish life that its creation constitutes 
as significant and important a landmarit in Jewish 
history as the act of political emancipation in many 
a Western country. It forced every tirfnlrine Jew 
to make np his mind what his attitude should be: 
whether he should be content with the policy of laissez 
fairc tranquilly pursued by the official communal organiza- 
tions, with their promotion of assimilation, or whether 
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he should deliver himself from this fatal drift and strive 
for the regeneration of his people. It came as a redeeming 
angel to thousands of cultured Jews in the West who had 
lost their faith in the reUgion of their fathers, and who 
were faced by despair and the possibility of utter absorp- 
tkm into th^ environment, for it revived their national 
conBcionsfieas that had shimbered so long. It inspixed 
them with a new dignity and self-ie^^ect : it stiffened 
the back and steadied ^e eye of tiie Jewish student in 
Germany and Austria, who had hitherto listened in silence 
to the gibes of his Christian fellow-students, but who 
now, infused with a new soul, proudly bore his Jewish 
colours and commanded respect for the Jewish name by 
the only method acceptable in academic circles on the 
Continent — skill and prowess in fencing. It enkindled a 
love for Jewish literature and a pride in Jewish history : 
it caosed the Hebrew language to be cultivated anew as 
a modem sptech, ci^mble of expressing all the thoughts 
and ideas of the cultured nund. It made Jewish thiiijicen 
take a deeper and more comprehensive view of the Jewish 
question, and inspired the writing of a number of literary 
works — poems, novels, dramas, and' sociological studies — 
in different languages. It also exercised a stimulating 
influence upon Jewish art and music, and infused a Jewish 
spirit into many spheres of thought and endeavour. 
Zionism, moreover, has bridged over the gulf that had 
long existed between the Jews of the East and those of 
the West despite the philanthropic work that had been 
carried on for decades by the latter in the interests of 
the former : the Jews of the East had hitherto been 
regarded as mere ob j ects of charity, now tiicy were regarded 
as brotiieis. And no institution in Jewry can compare in 
its unique significance with the Zlcmist Congress, which 
draws together Jews from every land and every dime, 
from every rank and profession, from every school of 
thought and point of view, the American Jew and the 
Oriental, the orthodox Rabbi and the agnostic author, 
the merchant and the scientist, tlie student and tlie work- 
man, providing them all with a unique opportunity oi 
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l e mii ii g to know and understand one another, levdKpg 

their local prejudices, and strengthening the feeling of 
fraternity that binds them together. But it must be 
admitted that, although the propaganda of Zionism has 
now been carried on for more than sixteen years by means 
of a host of journals in twenty different languages and 
oonntlciB eloquent advocates in all parts of the world, 
its Oiganfiad adherents nnmbcr only about i30«ooo» which 
lomis a my snail nunori^ of the Jewish people. The 
procets of aarimilatioQ had been allowed too long a start : 
the diiiiit^gratii^ cileets of a hnndied yean of sodal 
emancipation canttot be anested in a day. Zionisni has 
its stanncbest and most numerous followers among the 
Jews in Eastern Enrope and those who, bom within this 
zone of intense Jewish Ufe, have settled during the last 
thirty years in England, America, and the British colonies ; 
but it also has a growing number of ardent supporters, 
particularly in the professional classes, among the Jews 
in Germany and Austria-Hungary, whilst there is hardly 
a land in £urope, or a Jewish city in any other continent, 
tiiat has not its band of cneigetic and self-sacrificisg 
woifceiSr for tiie Zionist societies esbsod from Hambuig 
to Hong-Kong, from Montreal to Hdbome, from Cape 
TdfWB to Copenhagen, 

In order to carry out its policy the Zionist Organlsatloa 
has created a number of institutions of a financial, economic, 
and intellectual character. First in importance came 
tlie financial instrument, the Jewish Colonial Trust, which 
was originally designed for the purpose of securing a 
charter from the Sultan of Turkey for an autonomous 
Jewish settlement in Palestine. The Tmst was registered 
as a joint^stock company in London in 1899^ and is 
unique among the banks of the world, for its 100,000 
flhanholders and more are distribated all over the face of 
the eartiL It has a pM-vp o^tal of ;Ca6o.ooo, and 
began its operatioas in Z90Z. Two yean later the Tmst 
established an important offshoot, the Anglo-Palestine 
Company in Jaffa, which subsequently opened branches 
in Jerusalem, Beyrut, Uaifa» Saf^, Hebron, Tiberias^ and 
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Gaxa, and now has a paid-up capital of £100,000. In 1908, 
toon after the Turkish Revolution, the Zionist Organization 
extended its financial opecations by founding the Anglo- 
Levantine Banking Company in Constantinople, wUdi 
has a paid-up capital of £25,000. In ofder to acqidie 
land in Palestine the Jewidi National Fond was founded 
in T901 and r^stered as an English fimited liability 
company, and although it derives its income solely from 
voluntary contributions it has already accumulated a 
capital of ;f 200, 000. Part of this money has been devoted 
to the purchase of land which has been put under cultiva- 
tion and to fostering agriculture, part has been applied 
to the betterment of housing accommodation in towns 
and rural settlements, and part has been used to su p po rt 
institutions of public utility, such as sdiools conducted 
on Jewish natxmal princqples. The actual task oi tiie 
purdbaae and improvement of land was undertaken by 
the Palestine Land Devdopmcnt Company, wtadt was 
foun^led in 1908 and devotes itsdf mainly to the fnterests 
of private capitalists, and by the Erez Israel ( " Land of 
Israel ") Settlement Association, which was founded three 
years later with the object of establishing colonies of 
labourers upon a co-operative basis. The principal founda- 
tions in the intellectual sphere of activity are the Bezalel, 
a school of arts and crafts (named after the aichitect of 
the Tabernacle in the Wilderness) ^diich was established 
in Jerusalem in 1905, and tiie Cuhnre Fund Kedmn 
l*" East ")> wIMi was created in 19x3 for tiie purpose d 
p to m o tin g Jewish national culture. We shall now ctmsider 
the work that has been accom^ished by tiie ZionistOrganiza* 
tion by means of these various institutions and companies. 

When the Zionists first began to undertake the coloniza- 
tion of Palestine they were confronted by a serious and 
stupendous task, although a large number of Jewish 
colonists had already been established by means of phil- 
anthropy. Their task consisted in nothing less than the 
adaptation of an Eastern land that had been neglected 
lor centuries as a home suitable for an industrious and 
Idigbly civihaed people that had kmg been mirtsred amid 
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Western, or semi-Western conditions. The indolent spirit 
of the East, however welcome to the pious pilgrim or to 
the greybeard oome to die on sacred soil, seemed to diffuse 
its toipid mfluenoe throughout the oonntiy. Industiy 
ponued a slow and somnolent cooise, heaaae this on* 
devdoped agricultural region lacked the vital stinmlos 
of credit. Then wis» hideed» a certain system of cvedit 
in vogue, hot it was not calcolated to encourage enterprise 
or to quicken a sense of r espon si bility. A ridi landowner 
would lend money to a struggling farmer at usurious 
interest without any security, and in default of repay- 
ment he would with the help of hired soldiers seize some i 
of the debtor's cattle. Even if this dramatic develop- 
ment were unnecessary, the rate of interest that had 
to be paid scarcely permitted the farmer or tradesman 
to make any progress in his respective calling. Not 
nntil the Anglo-Palestine CooQ)any appeared upon fttt 
scene was a radical change bioq^t about in tiiis directioii. 
The Zkmist Bank was tihe first to introduce European 
ooncq>tions of ^credit into the Holy Land, tiins oonietriog a 
boon upon all classes ol society aiid all grades of industry. 
It grants loans for short periods at moderate interest to 
colonists, merchants, and manufacturers of recognized 
solvency, and loans for longer periods to farmers and 
building societies, the repayment of which is guaranteed 
re^ctively by the harvest or rent. It has promoted 
Hkt formation of co-operative loan societies among the 
artisans, small tradefs» and agricultural workers, to such ^ 
an extent that there are now fifty-two societies witii 
a3oo members enjoybg a credit of over 660,000 
franca. It has also advanced considerable loans for land 
purchase and for the promotion of many objects that in 
other countries fall witiiin tiie scope of ^ community 
or the State, such as local administration, water-supply, 
public security, traffic, and the buUding of schools and 
hospitals — all urgent objects for which the colonies could 
not obtain the means upon reasonable terms from anv ; 
other source. The confidence enjoyed by the 2^nist j 
Bank is shown by the fact that its deposits and corrent 
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accounts increased from 383,000 francs at the end of 
1903 to 8,300,000 francs at the end of 1913, and it has 
paid a dividend of 4J per cent every year from 1906 to 
Z913. The benefits that it has conferred upon the business 
life of Palestine and Sym are by no means confined to 
Jewish dicles^ for Moalons and Christians are also among 
its clients, and the snocess that it has achieved within 
the first ten yem of its existence affoids a suie prospect 
of more extensive nsefohiess in tiie near fotore.^ 

A moch more imptntant problem was Ihe creatfon of 
an agricultural jwpulation, for this must form the 
basis of the Jewish commonwealth in Palestine. The 
colonies that had been established by the Chovevei Zion 
and by the munificence of Baron Edmond de Rothschild 
were unable to point to any notable success, for the simple 
reason that they were the product of philanthropy, amd 
that son^ of the colonists did not have the necessary 
backbone and enterprise which can be developed only by 
sdf-4ie^. The ^Qonist Oiganiaation resolved not to follow 
in this unwise path, bnt to attract private a^talists 
who woidd be soffidently animated by the national senti* 
menttobny land and cultivate it, and to attract labonrsrs 
who would also be inspired by sufficient idealism to work 
the land. The difficulties that formerly frightened would- 
be settlers away, and which consisted mainly in tlie fact that 
the plots for sale were usually too large for their individual 
requirements and that the legal formalities connected with 
the transfer involved a considerable loss of time, have been 
removed by the Palestine Land Development Con^>any. 
This Conq)any acquires large tracts (either with its own 
means or with those of the Jewish National Fond), prqmres 
til&em for cnltivatioQ, and divides them into small holdings 
suitable for formers of moderate mean% whflst it ate 
constructs ways of comnranication and provides a water- 
supply. On the other hand, in various countries there 
have been formed a large number of plantation companies 

* Tbe Anglo^Flalestine Company has issued a special volume in English, 
giving an acroimt of the work of the bank and its branches dnriag ttaa 
ye an 190J--13. 
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(mostly under the name of Achuzah or Estate Companies), 
with shares that can be paid off in quarterly instal- 
ments, ^"0 that ever>' holder of even a few shares ran 
settle in Palestine in the course of time. Two colonies 
]iav« alieady been established upon this bans, the firet by 
A gzoup of American Zionists at Fodah, near Chinneretii, 
in zgzZt and the aecond by a gRnp of Rnsaan Sooists at 
Rnchama in zgza. The tadc of cmtiiv a Jewish peasant 
clasB» in view ol the strong individualism even of the 
JewiA labonier, can most fMrobaUy be solved best by tiie 
founding of farm settlements upon a co-operative basis, 
which can secure the maximum of labour out of the indi- 
vidual by giving him a material interest in the result of 
his efforts. Such a settlement has already proved successful 
at Da^ania, on the shore of the Sea of Tiberias, and another 
co-operative settlement upon a more ambitious scale, 
planned by the well-known economist Dr. Franz Oppen- 
heimer, lias been loiuidsd at Merchaviah, near Nazareth. 
Five yean i^po tiien wen only a few hundred Jewiih 
labowen in the Paleitfaiian oolooies^' moet of the woik 
being done by Aiabs; b«t fbm mnnher has now risen to 
fifteen bundled, owing partly to tlie increase of fsnn settle- 
ments and partly to the immigration of ^e Jews from 
Yemen, who live simple, frugal lives and are thus able to 
compete with the native Arabs. The large number of 
Jews (about 30,000) who arc still anxious to leave their 
terror-ridden hamlets in the Yemen for the peace of the 
Holy Land should oontribute in a gieptt measure to solve 
the labour question. 

Despite the thirty years in which Jews have beoi 
engaged in ^e rolonlsstkm of Palestine they possess nt 
present barely mors than % per cent ol the totol aren of 
the eoontry, whilst th^ form neariy 14! per cent ol Hie 
population. There has been a notiAile inci r eas e of Jewish 
land acquisition, however, since the Zionist Oiganizatioa 
became active, and there is every indication that the 
increase will continue. There has also been aT great 
improvement in technical methods, thanks to the intro- 
duction of modem maduneiy and the activity of the ' 
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cultiml Eaqmiment Station at Haifa, whicb owes its 
inc^tiotf to ^onist effort, though its actual foundation 

is due to a group of American Jews. The training of 
young farmers is carried on at an agricultural school at 
Petach Tikvah, and the dissemination of a knowledge of 
the latest methods and newest implements is effected by 
means of a technical journal in Hebrew. The colonization 
has improved in two main directions in recent years : it 
has erpanded from the nanow basis of viticultoie to which 
it was confined for so many yean, and now con^rises all 
blanches of fanning — agricnltnre^ horticnltaie, kitchen- 
gaideDing, cattle and pooltiy raising, and dairy farming ; 
and seomdly, an earnest beginning has been made in a 
S]>ecial school with the training of girls for life on a 
farm. For only when the Jewish farmer is not tied 
exclusively to one branch of farming, and when he receives 
the wiUing and competent aid of his wife and daughters, 
will he be able to achieve success that will endure. 

The Zionists have also promoted urban colonization so 
far by means of the Bezald School of Arts and Crafts and 
by the building of modem dwellings. The Bezalel, which 
consists of two sections, wdbodL and woriuhop, is engaged 
in ^cazpet*weaving, caxpentiy, Damascus metalrwoik, 
copper-woilc, metal-chasing, batik-printing, nmy-carving, 
and the making of baskets and filigree ornaments. Starting 
from very humble beginnings, when the workmen had to 
be taught tlieir respective crafts, the Bezalel now employs 
nearly 400 people, and the quality of its products may be 
appreciated from the fact that they are now on sale at 
some of the leading business establishments in London, 
Berlin, and New York. Indeed, its carpets have lately 
undergoiie such an improvement that European con- 
noisseurs declare that they can fully vie with the famous 
carpets of Turkey and Persia. The Bezalel has also acted 
as a pioobK in establishing a domestic industry in tiie open 
country. It has settled at Ben Schamen, near Lydda, a 
group of Yemenites, who are provided with cottages, 
gardens, and a workshop, and who, while mainly engaged 
in filigree work and carpet weaving, are also able to 
aa 
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devote some time to market gardening and poultry rearing. 
It has thus indicated the way in which the problem of 
the growing congestion of Jerusalem, with all its social 
and sanitary evils, can be solved in a manner that will 
benefit both the people and the country. Moreover, lace 
workrooms have been estabUshed in Jerusalem, Jafia, and 
other towns, in which about 400 girls now earn a living. 

The othflr unportant ttcfaievement in oibtfi colonization 
it ilie courtiu cU uii of an «Qtiie modem qoarto in Jaffa* 
tikaakitotheaidof flieJowiriiNatloiialFb^ Td AUb. 
or %ni&g Val^" at ttit quarter it callod, compriatt wall* 
built lioiiaet whick art equipped witb ovcry ooinfort and I 
hygienic requirement, are in striking contrast to the miser- 
able, unhealthy dwellings they have replaced, and have 
aroused tlie admiration of all European visitors. The 
district already has 2000 inhabitants and is slowly expand- 
ing. A similar modern quarter, named " Herzliah," is 
besng built in Haifa. The erection of up-to-date dwelliogs 
it merely part of a larger programme for the improve- 
molt of hygienic conditioat. The Zionitt Organizatiott 
it raiaiiic a fond for the ettaWtthmeat of a Mkm- 
biological Inttitute, and meanwhile it tabrattmis a 
Sodety of Jewiah doctoit and adentiatt for aanitaiy 
iinpfovementt in Psaltttina," wliidi ooK)pera(et witti fha 
Office of Health founded by Bfr. Nathan Straus and with i 
a German medical research institute in the work of the j 
International Health Office, which has set itself the task i 
of combating malaria in Palestine. The suppression of 
other contagious diseases prevalent in the country, such as i 
trachoma, has also been undertaken by this Health Office. | 

In the sphere of education and culture the most pio» 
minent place is occupied by the Hebrew Qymmsi um or 
Higher Grada Sdiool at Jafia, where ova* 500 pi^ila now 
receive efficient instmctkm in all aobjectt tioon^ the 
medium of Hebrew. The leanring cartificafte of ihia adiool 
hat already been won by the fifst groiq> ol pupils, and it 
has been recognized for matriculation purposes by several 
Continental universities. There is a similar high school at 
Jerusalem, which is at present on a much smaller scales 
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thoQ^ it is bound to dcnrebp before long. Thoe aie a 
number of otiier schools, etementaiy and higher grade, 
which are maintained by the three philanthropic organiza- 
tions, the French " Alliance Israelite," the German " Hilfs- 
verein," and the Anglo-Jewish Association. Each of these 
bodies naturally gives a preference to the language of its 
own country as the medium of instruction in the schools 
that it maintains, although this principle is not carried 
out strictly or systematically. It is inevitable, however, 
that there should be a certain lack of uniformity in method 
and corocohun, wliich the Union of Teachers, compxisiog 
150 membeis^ is dohig its utmost to remedy by arranging 
a common carricalom, oxganising teachers' examinations^ 
and compiling text-books and reading-books in Hebrew. 
The spread of Hebrew as the language of ordinary inter- 
course in Jewish life is the most notable phenomenon of 
the last decade, and hence it is not surprising to lind that 
pupils who regard Hebrew as their mother-tongue insist 
upon being taught in this medium in schools where prefer- 
ence is given to a European tongue. This is the under- 
l3ring cause of the remarkable " strike " that took place at 
the schools of the ** Hilfsverein " last winter, althcKigh the 
inmiediate impetus to this demonstration was the original 
dectsicai of the board of governors, adopted under the 
iniuence of tlie HUfsverein " members, that German-^ 
and not Hebrew — should be the medium of instruction at 
the newly built Technical Institute and the adjoining 
middle school at Haifa, for which the major part of the 
funds had been supplied by benefactors in Russia and 
America. But this decision was reversed a few months 
later : it was resolved that from the opening of the Institute 
physics and mathematics should be taught in Hebrew, 
and that at the end of the first four years other subfects 
ako dumld be tau|^t in this medium. The enthu^asm 
that now prevails for Hebrew culture has found fitting 
expression in the resolve to create a Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem, which will place the coping-stone upon the 
Jewish educational s^'stem in Palestine. For the present 
Hebrew culture is fostered by a number of Hebrew 
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pnbllnhmg houtet and immftfm, mod by a netwoik d 
UbniiM, of iiliich thA princ^ is Ite 
Jerusalem. Hdnew drama and mnsic are also zealously 
losterad, the former bjr a society tiiat organizes periodical 

performances and dramatic recitals in Hebrew, and the 
latter by musical academies in Jaffa and Jerusalem. Thus 
all intellectual interests are manifested and cultivated in 
the new Juda?a. 

Herzl, the founder of the Organization that has brought 
all this vigozous and vaxiegated life into being, conceived 
tiie securing of a charter, guaranteed by the Powers^ to be 
tile primary and fundamental basis ol tlie Jewish reaetlle- 
ment in Palestine. That vieir may have been planaible 
in thedaysol tiieold rigimemider Abdnl Hamid, bat Heed 
was called to an early grave in 1904, and since then Turkey 
has acqmied a constitutional Government It is doubtful, 
in any case, if a Sultan of Turkey would give a charter to a 
body of foreigners for autonomous settlement in a land con- 
taining 600,000 Arabs ; and whatever price might be paid 
for such a document its integrity could easily be destroyed 
by the Government itself, for in this twentieth century 
more than one European Power has with impunity broken 
its contractual pledges, and Turicey must also be redcooed 
among the ctviliaed Powers. At the Zionist Congress in 
zgog&e President, Dr. MaxNoidan, de&Ditely rdcgiUad tfie 
diarter idea to the archives of the movement, and althoi^g^ 
it may still have some sentimental adherents it has been 
&ially eliminated from the official policy. The method 
pursued by the Zionist Organization is to convince the 
Ottoman Government of the loyalty of its aims and the 
utility of its labours by the most convincing of all ai-gu- 
ments — by the nature of the work it has accomplished in 
promoting the economic and intellectual development 
of Palestine. Colonizing activity is the main factor in its 
diplomatic armoory, and its worth is boimd to telL Im- 
poverished so gravdy by the Balkan Wazs^ Toiiwy now, 
more than ever, needs a vitalisi]^ stream of o^tsl and 
labour for the restoration of her iwrnlrfn fortunes^ and when 
this digital and labour is rdnforoed by indnstiy and thdHt 
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and is innocent of ftfl(T^iftti^"« with any alien Government 
she has every reason to welcome it not only with interest 
but with goodwill Dqpnved of the greater portion of her 
European territory.she moat concentrate her attention more 
seriously upon the devek4>ment of her Asiatic possessions, 
and the generous and intelligent co-operation that she has 
been receiving for years in a part of these possessions must 
surely command her approval. Thirty years ago the 
Turkish Government received from the colony of Pctach 
Tikvah an income tax of only 2000 francs a year : now it 
receives 200,000 francs a year. Figures such as these are 
but typical of the progress that the country has made in 
various directions under the beneficent stimulus of Jewish 
labour, and oi which more dian one Governor of Jeru- 
salem has expressed his appreciation in flattering terms. 
That the Turidah Government has now disabused its mmd of 
the baseless suapidon that Zionism is pursuing a sq[»iatist 
policy may be conchided isom its official recognition of the 
Jaffa Gymnasium and its recent abolition of the " Red 
Ticket,** the passport which restricted the sojourn of the 
foreign Jew in Palestine to three months; but not until it has 
reformed its obsolete land legislation and made it possible 
for the Zionist Organization to acquire land in its own 
name as well as to undertake important public improve- 
ments will the success of Jewish colonization be definitely 
assured. Self-interest, the most powerful motive in modern 
politics, must disclose to the Tuxldsh Government the 
advantage and dictate the necessity <^ wdcoming and 
encouraging an element that can be so helpful to itself. 
And the great Powers that have Jewish problems of their 
own, which they ineffectually try to solve by treating their 
Jews as pariahs or denying them the right of asylum, must 
also perceive that their task would be considerably alle- 
viated by the creation of a large Jewish settlement that 
would automatically attract further Jews to its borders. 

It has, indeed, been objected that the increased settle- 
ment of Jews in the countrywould be opposed by the Arabs, 
who might fear that they would be ousted from their homes. 
But such a fear is altogether groundless. Palestuie, with 
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an intonsm Qfttem of colonization such as is planned by 
Zionism* can airport at laaat three and a hall miUioii' 
inhabitanta^-^ve times ^ present nnmber-H»tiiattiim 
is abaohitely no reaaon lor a diiplacement of tiie native 
population. Hie friction so far has been insignificaiit* 
and it is hanUy Ukdy to increase, lor the Jewidi cctoiisis 
have already displayed a prowess as horsemen and a 
courage in defending tlieir property that command tlie 
silent respect of the Arabs. The colonists have trained 
and organized their own watchmen for the protection of 
their farms, and even Arab landlords have invoked their 
assistance in preference to the unxeliable watchmen oi a 
former generation. But the most powerful axgnment 
that oonnts with the Arabs, as with the Government, 
is the actoal effect of the Jewish cokmigation, Tbe 
Arab landlord has f oond tiiat tiie price of his land has 
risen throng the improvements that have been effected, 
and he has also boieftted by the modem methods oi 
cultivation brought to his knowledge ; whilst the Arab 
peasant has obtained increased opportunity of employ- 
ment. Both landowner and peasant, moreover, and all 
classes of the Arab population have bcnelited by the 
scliools and sanitary improvements introduced by Jewish 
enterprise, and they must therefore see that their land 
will be made more productive, healthy, and habitable 
by the continaed settlement of the Jews. These facts 
have been di^gnised by some Arabic newspapen^ bat 
th^ have already been adaundedged by aeveral leading 
Arabs, and tiicy are bonnd to penetrate sooner or later to 
^ oonsdonsness of the general population. 

The future of tlic Zionist movement rests with the 
Jewish people. The progress of the colonization in Pales- 
tine, once it has attained to considerable dimensions, is 
bound to have an influence not only upon tlie Jews in the 
land itself but also upon those outside it. For the spec- 
tacle of the regeneration of a land that had lain waste for 
centuries, covered with flourishing and fertile colonies 
and wiUi handsome and populous towna, in whidi trade 
and industry Uirive^ art and adenoe are fbstmd, and 
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culture is advanced, must arouse a feeling of pride even 
in the indifierent Jew if he still have a spark of racial con- 
sciousness. And the knowledge that his people, oppressed 
for centuries and outlawed even at the present day, has 
succeeded in building up for itself a new home in which it 
enjoys peace and security* and which arouses the admiia- 
' tion even of strangecs, must surely inspire him to create a 
pennanent link with the new Judaea, either by sharing in 
the labours of the Renaissance, or by making periodical 
pilgrimages to its principal centres, and tiras preserve him 
from absorption in his environment. The new Judsea 
cannot contain the whole of Jewry, nor will the whole of 
Jewry be willing to exchange the comforts and attractions 
of their Western homes for the simplicity of Palestine ; but 
upon the success of its development will depend the survival 
of the Jewry beyond its borders. For in the face of the 
countl^ forces of assimilation to which modem Jewry is 
now exposed, nothing can save it from slow and sure 
dissohitian biit the spiritual invigoration that it would 
receive from a national settlement. No JewintheWestmi 
world need fear that he would then be taunted with a lack 
of patriotism towards the land of his birth, any more than 
the German who settles in England or the Italian who 
settles in America is upbraided with divided allegiance. 
The Christian world has never yet uttered a word of 
hostility against the realization of the Jewish national 
ideal; on the contiary, it has manifested nought but 
sympathy and encouragement. 

For nearly two thousand years Israel has been a 
wanderer over the ibce of the earth, driven from frontier 
to frontier and from shore to shore; working in every land 
for its peace and advancement, yet doomed ever and again 
to suffering and shame ; but upborne through centuries 
of gloom by the undying hope in a return to Zion. At 
length the ancient dream, so often thought to be near to 
fulfilment, yet so often rudely shattered, is nearer to fulfil- 
ment than ever before. Never were the auspices so favour- 
able, never the power of Israel for the attainment of his 
own national ideal so great as at the present day. Nonfat 



Digitized by Google 



344 JEWISH LIFE IN MODERN TIMES 

but the will oi Israel is needed to chaoge the ancient ideal 
into a reality and to perpetuate his ensle&oe in the land 
of his birth. 

The fate of the Jewish people lies in its own hands^ 
and the sooner it chooses wisdy the better for its own 
salvation. 
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STATISTICS OF THE WORLD'S JEWISH 

POPULATION 

IT is impossible to ascertain the exact number of Jews 
in the world, as only in a comparatively few countries 
does the Government census take note of distinc- 
tions of religion. These countries are the Russian Empire, 
Austria-Hungary, Germany, Rumania, Bulgaria, Servia, 
Greece, Italy, Switzerland, Holland, Luxemburg, Norway, 
Sweden, Denmark, Ireland, Canada, Australasia, and 
India. As for the other oonntiies, we have to depend 
dther upon offidal estimates or upon esthnates itt^ 
local Jewish avthoritjes. In the compilation of the foDow- 
ing tables note has been taken of the statistics published in 
the latest editions of the Jewish Yun^Book, the Ammcm 
Jewish Year-Book, the Statesman's Year-Book, and the 
Gothaischer H of- Ka lender, but in determining certain items 
the author has also used his own judgment and drawn upon 
private sources of information. An inevitable element 
of flux pertains to the statistics of Jewry owing to the 
ceaseless emigration from Eastern Europe and the parallel 
immigration mainly into the United States, Canada, 
England, and South Africa, so that the figures relating to 
thne countries are bound to vary in some dogiee from year 
to year. 

In the following tabte estimates are marked by an asteridc 
attached to the year, and in every case the estimates have 
been carefully based upon the latest avaikUe data. The 

figures of the general population are the results of the latest 

census, which is occasionally more recent than the corre- 
sponding estimate of the Jewish population. 

MS 
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EUROPE 



CoVBtfJ* 


X t Ar ( 'I 
Census 

(orEsti- 
sute*). 


Jewish 
PopidalioB. 


Total 


fovish 

Jrcrcent- 
age of 
1^ 

Popula- 
tioa. 


Rti'^'^ia in BiiMMi ; 
Russia . • • 
Poiaad • • • 


1908 


4.406.063 » 
1.7X6.064' 


120,588,000 
12.407.300 


3 63 
13 76 


Aiutria-Hoiiguy ; 

(ialicia . • • 

Hukou-ina 
Rest of Austria 
Huni^ary 

BotDia'tiefaofoviiMt 


1910 

1910 
1910 
1910 
1910 


6,122,127 
* 

•7^.906 

102. QI9 

338.**<>2 
932.416 
It,l69 


1^0^300 

^o«9.387 

800.098 

SO.a6.7i7 

1,928,833 


4*60 

10-85 
12-86 
1 71 
440 

0 64 






2,258.272 


51.3^^7.554 


4 39 


Germany . • 
United Kingdom 
Rumania . • • 
Holland . • • 
France • « . 
H^irinjr • • • 
nroece • • • 
Bulgaria . • * 
Italy 

SwiUerland 

5>crvia 
Belgium . 


1910 

1914* 

1914* 

1909 
191 1 

19I4* 

1914* 

1914* 

191 1 

IQlO 
1914* 

19II* 


(>i 5.029 

270.000* 

S50.000* 

100,000 
95.000 ■ 
90,000 • 
50,000 ' 
43.924 • 
19,023 
16.000 ' 
15,000 


64.925.993 
45.370.530 
7.6o'l.66o 

6.03?. ^5? 
39.601.509 

I.89I.XM 

4.256.000 
4.700.900 

34.^^71.371 

3.74I.971 

4.624.000 

7.490.411 


095 
059 
3^8 
1*76 
0*25 

2*11 
1*04 

051 
034 

0'20 






I0b05(>,684 




• ■ 



' Estimate of Government Statistical Office {Zeitsckn/t fur Demuh 
gr*pkit m, S MiHik d. JuiUn, 1911. p. 119). 

> Report of Warsaw Statiftfeal CooidttM {jfttjmkrifi /. DWif. «. 
SM. d. Jud$n, 191 1, p. 88h 

*Thi8 estimate is amTed at by adding together tiie figures ol tiia 
Jewish population in all the towns of the United Kingdom, as givoi in the 
Jfu>! <^h Yenr-Rook for 1914, mtilHph in^i the number of famih>s (where the 
population is so stated) by 5, aud as&uuung a minmium popuiation of 
30 for towns with a synagogue for which no agnre is given. The Jewish 
population of London is estimated at 160 noo (the estimate of Joaepil 
Jacobs for 1902 was 150,000, Jtwtsk Encyclopadia, vol. viii p. 174). 

* Aoeordmgtethelssteensasiii 1899 ^ Jews in RvaaBia naiiiberad 
266,652, but 53,000 emigrated in the period 1899-1905. It is probable 
that the popolatioa has aiice beast lHX>ught np to 250,000 by aatuxal 
increase. 

* Estimated after the tenritorialdiaages caused by the Balkan Waia, 

* FkoL LoevinsoB't«ttiBats is 41^000. OMumd WtM, Septwbw 1912. 
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£ UROFK—cimtiimed 



Country. 

- 


Year of 
Censvs 

(or Esti- 
mate*). 


PopiUa'ttoii. 


Total 
Population. 


Jewish 

Rrcent- 
age of 
Total 

Popula- 
tion. 


Brought forward 
Norway 
Sweden 

Denmark . . 
Luxemburg . 
Spain 

Portu.^al . * . • 

Gibraltar . 

MaHn 


• • 

X910 

1910 

1911 

Z910 

19x0* 

IQI I* 

I9I3* 
1913* 


- — — 

10,050,684 

1.045 
3.912 

1,270 
4,000 

I, OCX) 

1.300 
60 


• • 

2.391,782 
5.604,19a 

2.775.o7^> 
259.891 

19,943.817 

5.957.985 

25.3f>7 
aa8,534 


• • 

0*04 
o-o6 
or8 
041 

O'Ol 

0*01 

3*12 
O'OS 


Total 


• • 


XO.068,435 


. • • 





i 



ASIA 



Russia in Alia : 










Caucasus 


1905 


65.888' 


12,037,200 


«'54 


Siberia . 


1905 


40,443* 


8,719,200 


0-46 


CentmlAiia . 

« 


1905 

* 


14.305* 


10,107,300 


0*14 


Boldiani m » i 




120,636 


30,863.700 


039 


I905* 


20,000 • 


1,500,000 


1-33 


Turkey in Asia; 






•Asia Minor 


1914* 


60,000 


XO.940.765 


054 


Syria aud Mesopo- 








tamia. 


1914* 


100,000 


3,000,000 


333 


Palestine , . • 


1914* 


100,000 


700,000 


14-28 


Arabia . • / • 


1914* 


30,000 


1,050,000 


285 


JnBIBa 


1914* 


40,000 


9,500.000 


0'42 


Afi^'hanistaa . • ' 


1913* 


19,000 


5,900.000 


032 


Aden . . 


19131* 


3.747 


46.165 


8-II 


India 


191 1 


20,980 


315.132.537 


O'OI 


Xhitch East Indies . 


X905 


8.605 


38,000,000 


0*02 


China and Japan 


1 91 3* 


2,000 


364.601,269 


• • 


Straits Settlements 


1913* 


535 


700,000 


007 


Cy^nM ... 


1913* 


»55 


875,000 

- 


005 


Total 


• • 


525.658 


• • 





1 Estimate of Russian Government statistical (MBoe (Itii,f.Dmag, «. 

SUU. d. Juden, 191 1, p- 119). 

' Elkan Adler, J9ws in Many Lands, p. 221. 
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AFRICA 



CumUj. 


Year of 
Census 
(or Esti- 


Jewish 
Population. 


Total 
Fopolatioa. 


Percent- 
age oi 
Tbtal 

Popula- 


Moioooo • • • 

Algeria 

Xuiiis • • « 
Tripoli • • • 

Egypt 

Abyssinia . . • 
EMt Africa 
Soaih Aftica 


1912* 

I9IX 

I9II 

191 3* 

1913* 
1911* 

1914* 
I9I4* 


109.71a 
70.271 » 

65.213* 
19^000* 

50 f>00 

50,000* 

50 
50/MO 


7,000,000 

5,600.000 

5«3.«76 

X 1.300^000 
7,000,000 

• « 

6^000,000 


156 
125 
3 oa 

3*63 

044 

071 

• • 

083 


Total 


• • 


4M.»46 


• • 


• • 




AMBRICA 






United States . • 

Cff*»f^f> a • • 

ArfpnfiB^ « . » 
Mexico . . • 
Cuba 

t >__ •! 

Jiranl . • « 
Dutch Guiana : 

Surinam 

CiuB^ao. • 

Jamaica . • • 
Panama • . • 
Pta'H • • • 
Veoemda. 


I9i3» 
191 X 

1914* 
1911 
1910* 
X900 

1910 
19x0 

1911 

1913 
1896 

1894 

X910 


2,300,000 • 
75.681 
100,000 • 

8.972 
4.000 
3,000 

933 
670 

984 
505 
499 
4" 
X50 


91,972.266 
7,ao4.838 

8 000 000 
15.063.207 
2,220,278 

«7»3'*b556 

86.233 
54.469 

831.383 
426,928 

4.609.999 

2.743.841 

i.»77^ 


250 
X-05 

I"2^ 
006 
0*18 

0*08 

I 08 

012 
oil 
0*01 

001 

O'OX 


Total 


• • 


3.495**05 


• • 


• • 



• Annuaire Statistique de la France, 1911. 
■ Goihaischer Hof-Kalender, 1911. 

• Ost und West, June 1912 (Article by Prof. Loevinm). 

• Dr. J. Faillovitch. Quer aurch Alessinien, p. 173. 

• The Jewish population oi the Unitc<1 States was estimated by the 
A mtHtm m jHriihr§mi^Bc9k fai 19x0 at 2,043,762 (an I i kj wiiw of 266,577 

Son the number in 1907). In the three years 1910-13 there was a net 
dition of 252,632 Jews by immipration, and as any diminution of this 
number by death must be considerably less than the natural increase of 
tbeprevioBipo|»latioo,itiaialatoastaiBoa pw te Bt popalatioaoiaboat 
2,300,000. 

• Jewish CkronicUf 29th May 191 4 (40,000 Jews are in country districts, 

40^000 la tlM capital, and a 9tte citki^. 
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AUSTRALASIA 



Country. 


Yaarot 


Jewish 


Total 

HnpHlfttmn 


Jewish 
Percent- 
age of 
Total 
Popula- 
tion. 


Australia . 

New Zealand . . 
Total 


1911 
191 1 


17,287 
2,128 


5,000,000 
1,100,000 


0 20 


• • 


19*415 


• • 





SUMJIAKT 

Jswi in Buopc 

„ Asia . • , 
„ Alnca . • 
M AmsKicft 
Anstntaii*. 

Gfaud total 



io^o6S.435 

3,495.805 
19.415 



13.533.559* 



' The discrepancy between this grand total and that given in the diagram 
at the end of the book is due to the latter having been prepared before 
the puUication of the latest estimate of the Jews in the Argentine. 

sons PRBVIOUS nXUCaXXS of THX WOBLO'S JBWISH POPULATIOM 

Estimated NimUMr. 



Authocily, 

Balbt . 
Tost . 
I^goyt 
I.Locb 
Andree 
Ency. Brit, 
A. Nossig 
1. Jacobs 
I. Harris 
A* Ruppin 
J$mSfieyc, 
A. Rnppin 
I. Hams 



Time. 

1829 , 

1846 . 

1868 . 

1879 , 

x88i . 

x88i . 

X887 . 

1806 . 

1902 . 

1904 • 

1905 . 

1911 • 

1913 • 



4,000,000 
3.143,000 
4,550,000 
6,276,957 
6,193,662 
6,200,000 
6,582,500 
9,066,534 
10,319,402 
10,456,000 
11.27^,076 
11,558,610 
12,134.179 
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i APPENDIX II 

1 

noaGRAnoN to north America 



{A) JEWISH DCMIGRAim AND TOTAL NUMBER OP DCMI- 
CKAHTS ADMITTED TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMKHICA. 
ii8o-ifi5 



Fiscal Ycax, 




j 


1 

Pcrcent- 


July I- 


Total Iimiu^raQts. 


jMRdl ImzmgraoLi. 


ToteL 


Jnae 3a 






1S80-S1 


669.43» 






1881-82 




SX.807 




i8S2-H^ 


603.322 


6.907 


1*2 


1883-84 


518,592 


27.410 


53 


1884-S5 


395.346 


36.ax4 


9*0 


1885-86 


334. -<^3 


46.967 


140 


1880-87 


490.109 


56.412 


"5 


1887-88 


546.889 


62,619 


115 


i888-«9 


444»4n 


55.«5l 


X2*6 


I 009—90 


M M 

455.30^ 


67.450 
111.284 


I4 8 


X89O-9I 


560.319 


200 


1891-99 


579.663 


136.74a 




1892-93 




68.569 


155 


1893-94 


285, ». a 


58.833 


20-4 


1894-95 


as^ 536 


65.309 


26X 


1895-96 


343.-i67 


73.255 


21*4 


1896-97 


230,832 


43.434 


180 


1897- 98 

1898- 99 


229.299 


54.630 


24*0 


SII.715 


37.415 


xstt 


X899-OO 


448.572 


60,764 


1 35 


I9OO-OZ 


487.918 


58.098 


12*5 


I9OX-4MI 


648,743 


57.688 


si 


1902-03 


857,046 


76,203 




1903-04 


812.870 


106,236 




1904-05 


1.026,499 


129,910 


12 6 


I905p«6 


t.xoo,735 


«53.74« 


1x40 


1906-07 


x.285.349 


149.182 


116 


1907-08 
190*-09 


782.870 


103.387 


160 


751.7W 


57.55S 
84,260 




1909-10 


1,041.570 


80 


19X0--XX 


878.587 


91.223 


10-3 


19x1-13 


838.17a 


80^ 




X9X9-X3 


t,X97.39S 




It 


Total 


20,644,214 


2.359,476 


114 

I 
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{B) NET INCREASE THROUGH IMMIGRATION TO THE 
UNITED STATES, 190^13 



Fiscal 
Year, 
lulyi- 
j one 30. 


1 

Number AdjBittod. 


Number DepActBd. j 


Net IneWMe. 


J«WB. 


Total. 


Jews. 


ToteL 


Jews. 


Total. 


1907- 08 

1908- 09 
Z909-10 
t9Zo-zz 
1911-19 

191 2 i ;, 


103.387 
57.551 

84,260 

91.223 

«o.595 


782,870 
751,786 

1.041,570 
878.587 
S38.172 

1,197,892 


7,702 
6,105 
5.689 
6,401 
7,418 

<>,h()J 


395.073 
225,802 

202,436 

295,266 

333.a«a 

308,190 


95.685 
51.446 

78.571 
84,822 

73.177 

94. ''33 


387.797 
525.984 

839,134 
582,921 

504.910 

889.702 


To«al 


518.346 


5,490,877 j 


j 40.012 


i,76o«429 


47S.334 


3,730.448 



(C) 



[GRATION TO CANADA 



Year.* 


Jewish 
Immigrants. 


1 90 1 


2,765 


1902 


1,015 


1903 


2,066 


1904 


3,727 


1905 


7.7x5 


1906 


7,127 


1907* 


6.584 


1908 


7.712 


1909 


1^36 


1910 


3.182 


1911 


5.146 


1912 


5.32* 


1913 


7.387 


Total 


61,384 



Total Continental 
Tmmigrants, etc*' 



All Immigrants, 



37.099 
34.786 

37.364 
44.472 
34.217 
83.975 

34.175 

45.206 
66,630 
88.406 
ii2,88x 

656.285 



49.149 
67.379 
128,364 

130.331 
1^16,266 
189.064 
124.667 
262,469 
146,908 
208,794 
311.084 

354.237 
402.432 

a.521,144 



* Fiscal year ended 30th June lor i9<io-o6, thereafter 31st Marc h. 
f * Excluding immigraUou from the United States and United Kmgdom. 

^ ' tone Boatbs eoaed jxat Marfth 
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Abyssinia, Jews of, ii, us 
Achu ah Companies, 336 
Actors, 259 

Adaptability of Jewish immig^rants. 



Admtery, Rabbinical view of, 120. 
Africa. Jewish population of, 5^ ll 

See also South Africa 
Agricultural Experiment Station, 

337 

Agriculture, 85 ; in Russia, 154, 
IQ6-7 ; in Austria, 192 ; in 
Germany, 138 ; in America, 
iq8-^ ; in Palestine, 200-1. 328, 
333. 335--7 ; as represented 
among Russian emigrants, 322 

Airship, invention of, 263 

Albamans, compared with Jews, 
320 

Algena, Jewish population of, ll ; 

emancipation, 144 
AUen immigration, 167 ; Ro)ral 

Commission, 121, 122. 124 ; 

restrictions, 221. 309 
Aliens Act, adoption of, ifiS 
" Alliance Isra6Ute Universelle," 

educational work of. 16. as. 8v 

200. 202. 235, 339 ; agricuUural 

school of, 328 
Almshouses, 8^ 

Alsace, Jews of, 136 ; consistories, 
272 

America, Jewish population of, 5^ 
12 ; immigration to, 12^ See 
also United States 

American Jewish Committee, 167 

American Zionists, Palestinian 
colony founded by, 336 

Amorites, an element in the forma- 
tion of the Jewish type, 114 

Amsterdam, Jewish population of, 
m; criminality, qS; mixed 
marriages, 305 

Anglicization, poUcy of, 39 

Anglo-Jewish Association, x6^ 25. 
^36, 339 



Anglo-Levantine Banking Com- 
pany, 333 
Anglo-Palestine Company, 332, 

334-5 

Angola, projected Jewish settle- 
ment in, 325 

Anthrop>ological characteristics of 
Jews, III, seq. 

Anti-Semitism, qjj, LZ5> *° 
versities, 105 ; in Russia, 154. 
157 ; in Rumania, ; in Ger- 
many, 174. 202. 2s6. 258. 260. 
298 ; relations with assimilation, 
3^5-(> 

Apprenticing of boys, 8ij 

Arabia, Jewish population of, la; 

rituaJ, 276 
Arabs, in Palestinian colonies, 3 36 ; 

relations to Jewish colonists, 

341-a 
Aragonian ritual, 276 

Archaeology, contributions to, 262 ; 

discoveries, 265 
Argentine, Jewish population of, 

13 ; agricultural colonies, 85. 

198-9 ; immigration to, 22Q 
Army, Jews in the. See Military 

Service 
Arson. 9 97 
Art, Tewish, 25a 
Art-dealing, 185 
Artists, 251, 26Q 

Aryans, relation to Jewish origins, 

UA 

Ashkenazim, 275. 276 
Asia, Jewish population of, ^ LQ 
Assimilation, doctrine of, 2Q ; 
process of, 21 ; in the home, 59 ; 
favoured by declining increase, 
132 ; progress of, 31 3-4 ; re- 
lation to Zionism, 330-2 
Asthma, 124 
Athletics, 107 

AtonementTDay of, 2^ 283. iSO 
Australasia, Jewish population of, 
14 ; Jews as statesmen and 
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judges, 173-4 ; Immigration to, 
22f^ ; mixed marriages in, 306 
Austria, Jewish population of, 8 ; 
criminality, ait ^ ; suicides. 129 ; 
Wxth-ratc, 130 : natural in- 
crease, 1 3 1-2 ; civil emancipa- 
tion, 140-2 ; representative 
political association, 162 ; politi- 
cal activity, 169 ; Jewish Minister 
of Commerce, ; military 
officers, 176 ; commercial acti- 
vity, 186-7 ; industries, 100 ; 
econonuc conditions, 207 ; emi- 
gration, 215 ; religions organiza- 
tion, 272 ; conversions, 299 ; 
mixed marriages, 304 
Auto-Emancipation, 328 
Automobiles, invention of, 263 
Autonomy in Palestine, 340 

Baal Skem Tab, ^ 278 

Babylonia, raoal characteristics 
derived from, 114, 116 ; Tal- 
mudical academies, 277, 278, 280 

Baden, suicide in, 12^ ; emancipa- 
tion, r^i ; congregational ad- 
ministration, 272 

Badge, mcdixval, 141 

Balkan War. relief of Jewish 
victims, 28^ 87 ; effect upon Jews 
in Dobrudja, 164 ; Jewish par- 
ticipation in, 1^0 ; economic effect 
upon Jews, 208. aia-3 ; effect 
upon Turkey, 340 

Bankers, Jews as, 188-90 

Bankruptcy, fraudulent, 96 

Banks. Zionist. 332-5 

Baptisms. Conversions 

Bar-M it vah, 42t 

Baronetcy, Jewish members of, 175 

Basle, Zionist Congress at, 330 ; 

Basle Programme, 330 
Baths, 119 

Bavaria, mortality in, 121 ; suicide 
in, 12(1 ; birth-rate, 123 ; mixed 
marriages, 305 

Bazaar, 103 

Bcilis triaCisS 

Belgium, Jewish population of, m ; 
consistories, 138, 272 ; emanci- 
pation, 144 ; immigration, 22Q 

Ben Shamen, 

Benefit Societies, 104 

Berlin, Jewish population of, 9 ; 
charity expenditure, 8j; Jewish 
proportion of income-tax, 206 ; 
Kabbinical seminaries, 274 ; con- 
versions. 301 ; mixed marriages, 
305 



Berliner Tageblatt, 257 
" BerUners,^' 248 

BerUtz method^oid Hebrew, 233 
Beth Din, qo^ 27J, 274 
Beth Hamidrask. 124, 270, 317 
Betrothal, ceremony of, 42 
Betting, 01 

Bezalel School, 333^ 332 

Bill exchange, institution of, 18^ 

" Birds of passage." 218 

Birth, customs at, ^ ; birth-rate, 
I2Q. 130 ; births ol mixed mar- 
riages, 306-7 

Black Death, 123 

Black Jews, 115 

Blond type, 113 

Blood, draining of , 51^ 53 ; as 

hygienic factor, 119 
Blood accusation. See " Ritual 

murder " 
Bnei Brith. Independent Order, 79. 

104 

Board of Deputies, 90^ 162 

Board of Guardians, 22. 80^ 83, 125 

Bohemia, Jewish advocacy v. 

German element in, 258 
Bookplates, 252 
Books, distinctive Jewish, 50 
Botanists, eminent, 262 
Brachycephaly, 113. 114 
Brazil, agricultural colonization in, 

Breslau, Jewish income in, 206 ; 
Rabbinical seminary. 274 

British Colonies, immigration to, 
II, r^, 214. 220-1 ; Jewisbh 
statesmen and judges in, 173-4 ; 
promotion of trade by Jews, 184 

British Isles, Jewish population of, 9 

Bronchitis, 124 

Brunette t^-pe, 1x2 

Brussels, Jewish population of, 10 ; 
conference at, 27 

Budapest, Jewish p>opnlation of, 
9; Jewish Burgomaster of, 175 ; 
typhoid fever. i2j_ ; communal 
taxes, 213 ; Rabbinical seminary. 
274 ; conversions, 300 ; mixed 
marriages. ^05. 

Bulgaria, Jewish population of, iffl ; 
death-rate, 121 ; birth-rate, 130 ; 
marriage-rate, 151 ; emancipa- 
tion, 144. 159 ; schools, 236 

Bund. 178 

Burial society. 221 

Business capacity of Jews, 185. 
See also Commerce 

Cabinets, Jews in, 172-4 
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Caf6s, frequenting of, log 

Canada, Jewish population of, 13 ; 
emancipation, 144 ; agricul- 
tural colonization, 199; immi- 
gration, 22Q=I 

Cancer, 124 

Cantor, 269, 270, 285 

Card-playing, gi^ mi 

Carlsbad, no. 126 

Castilian ritual, 276 

Catalonian ritual, 276 

Celibacy, Rabbinical view of, 40 ; 
increase of, 130. 131 

Cemetery, 270, 271 

Cephalic index, 113 

Ceremonies, at marriage. 43; at 
birth, on the Sabbath, 62^ 
65 ; on Passover, 62 

Chalukah, 21Z 

Chanucah, 4^ 69^ 289 

Charity, as basic principle of Jewish 
life, 25 ; in mediaeval times, 27 I 
modem principles and methods, 
78 ; prevalence in Russia, 209 

Charter, for Palestine, 332, 340 

Chassidim, dress of, founder 
of , ^ 244 • sect of, 231. 228, 284 

Chastity, 22^ 89 

Cha'an, 260. 283 

Chazars, 2i 115 

Cheder, 225-6. 231. 233, 270, 284 
Chess, 6j, loi, 185 ; champions, 262 
Chest measurement, llS 
Chevra Kadisha, 104, 271 
Chevroth, 271 

Chicago, Jewish population of, rj; 
child mortahty, 122 ; Sinai con- 
gregation, 2SS 

Child labour, i^^ 

Children, love of, 45 ; death-rate of, 
122 ; maternal care of, 122. ; 
diseases of, I2h 

China, Jews of, ll 115 

Choir, mixed, 278, 285, 287 

Cholera, 123 

Chovevei Zion. 200. 328 

Christian Germanism, 141 

Christianity, conversions to, 291- 
302 

Christmas, Jewish observance of, 
289 

Church, attitude towards Jews, 133. 

2QI 

Cincinnatti, Rabbinical seminary' 

at, 22^ 
Circumcision, 46^ 126 
Civil rights, acquisition of, 135-44 ; 

defence of, 167, 172 
Civil service, Jews m, 174 



Clannishness, 255 

Cleanliness, personal, 52, 119 ; of 

the home, ti^ 1 r<), 125 
Clothing industry, ; in Russia, 

193 ; in England and America, 

I94> 

Clubs, 82, 91, m2 
Cochin, Jewsol, n 
Code, reUgious. See Shulchan 
Aruch 

Colonial governor, Jew as, 174 
Colonial Trust, Jewish, 332 
Colonies, agricultural, 85 ; in 
Russia, 154, 196-7 ; in Xmcrica, 
198-9 ; in Palestine, 200-1, 336 
Colour photography, discoverer of, 
263 

Commerce, Jews engaged in, 182-7 » 
Jewish influence upon world's 
trade, 184 

CommercTaT occupations, ofiences 
in, 96 

Conmianistic groups in Russia. 179 
Community', institutions of, 24 ; 
character and variety of com- 
munities, 32 ; origin of Eastern 
communities, 3^ ; of Western 
communities, 36^ 134 ; conserv- 
ing force of communal organiza- 
tion, 312 

Complexion, characteristics of, 122. 
seq. 

Composers, musical, 260 
Concerts, 102 

Conferences, international Jewish, 
22 

Confessionslos, 300 
Confirmation, 47 

Congregation, development of, 269- 

Congress of Vienna, 141 ; Zionist 

Congresses, 330 
Consistories, 138, 272 
Constantinople, efiect of Balkan 

War upon community, 213 
Consumption, 125 
Contagious diseases, 123 
Conversions to Christianity, aio. 

291-302 
Cookery, peculiarities of, 53 
Co-operative basis of Palestinian 

colonies, 3^^ 
Co-operative loan societies, 334 
Copenhagen, mixed marriages in, 

305. 307 

Cosmopolitan organization depre- 
cated. 22 
Court of judgment, 2^3 
Cracow, child mortaui^^ in, 122 
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Cradle-songs, 21 

Creeds, 2S1 

Crimean War, Tews in, 155 

Criminality, Jewish, exaggerated, 
8q ; juvenile, qi ; compared with 
general criminality, sea. ; de- 
termined by economic coooitioas, 
96 

Croup, 126 

Crusades, as instrument of con- 
version, 231 

Culture, characteristics of Jewish, 
72 ; scope of, 2j^c>, seq. ; culture of 
a Jewish national settlement, ^23 

Customs, at marriage, 43 ; at 
birth, in the homes, 48, 

seq. ; at death, 2I: 
Ceremonies 

Cyrcnaica, Jewish jx)pulation of, 
l_l ; settlement projected in, 325 

Dagania, colony at, 336 

Dancing, in Eastern circles, 2I i 

at weddings, ioq 
Daniel Deronda, 328 
Death, rites observed at, 2i » 

death-rate. 121--3 
Denmark, emancipation in, 144 ; 

Jewish Minister of Finance, 1^3 ; 

mixed marriages in, 305 
Department stores, 185 
Destiny of Israel, 278" *^ 
Diabetes, 123 
Diarrhoea, 126 

Dietary regulations, 51 ; peculi- 
arities, 53 ; disregard of, 5^ 
286. 287 ; influence upon health. 

Dinners, public, 103 
Diphtheria, L26 

Diplomatic service, Jews in, 174 
DisabiUties, in mediseval times, 

135. seq. ; in Persia, 145 ; in 

Vemen, 1^ ; in Russia, 146-58 ; 

in Rumania, 159-63 
Disease, immunity from, ll8. 123. 

seq. 

Dispersion, scope of, 2 ; causes of, 
2-3 ; general survey of, 5, 5*^. 

Disputations, mediaeval, 291 

Dissolution, forces of, 30Q 

Divorce, ground for, 43 ; bills of, 273 

Dobrutlja, Jews in the, 161. 164-3 

Dock lalx)urers, 193 

Dolichocephalic type, 113 

Donmeh, 171 277 

" Dorcas " guilds, T03 

Dowry, importance of, 41 ; for 
poor girls, jO, 80 



Drama, Yiddish, 109. 251 ; in 

Hebrew, 251, 340 
Dramatists, 259 
Dress, distinctions of, 34^ 53 
Dreyfus affair, 316 
Drinking, recommended on Porim. 

70 ; customary toast, JA » 

sobriety, 8q^ 90^ 120. 124 
Duelling. q2± 
Duma. 169, 171 
Dyspepsia, no, 125 

Eastern Jewry, compared with 
Western, 4. 16, 129 ; character- 
istics of, 18, 34 ; differences 
between Jews of "Eastern Europe 
and of the Orient, 33 ; economic 
conditions of, 207-13 ; assimila- 
tion of, 314 

Eczema. 126 

Education, in Eastern Jewry, 8^ 
235 ; early age for beginning, 
lifl ; in mediaeval times, 225-7 ; 
in modem times, 227-38 ; re- 
ligious, 270, 289 ; effect of 
modem education, 312 ; necessity 
of national education system, 
323 

Egypt, exodus from, 62 ; immigra- 
tion to, 22D. 
Electric automobile, invention of, 

263 

Electro-thermometer, invention of. 

263 

Ellis Island, 221 

Emancipation, in France, 136-8 ; 
in Italy. 138 ; in Holland, 139 ; 
in Germany, 139-41 ; in Austria. 
140-2 ; disintegrating effects of. 

Emigration, causes of, 33, 134, 213 ; 
character of, 216-7 ; effect on 
family life, 89 ; effect on philan- 
thropic organizations, 318 ; re- 
lief work, 86, 222 ; from Gahcia, 
215-6 ; from Germany, 12, 34, 
97 ; from Rumania, 164, 215, 
216; from Russia, i^^ 35. 86. 
154. 158. 215, 322 

Emigration Bank, 222 

England, Jewish population of, 9 ; 
criminaUty. 93; friendly socie- 
ties, 104 ; students' societies, 
106 ; TTaturahzation Act, 135 ; 
civil emancipation, 142—3 ; politi- 
tical activity, 167-8 ; Jewish 
statesmen, 123 ; military service, 
177 ; commercial activity, 187 ; 
immigration, 220=2 ; ecclesiasti- 
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cal organization, 221 ; secessions 
to Christianity, 293, 299 

Environment, influence upon home 
life, influence upon 

racial traits, 113, 116 ; upon 
physique, 118. upon mortaUty, 
123 ; upon health, IJ16 

Ere- Israel Settlement Association, 

Esperanto, 266 

Esther, Book of, 283 

Ethical culture, propagation of, 

2£i£i ; adoption of. 
Europe, Jewish population of, 5 
Exhibitions, organizing of, 266 
Exploration, 254, 265 
Expulsion, from Spain. 34^ 184, 

214, 215 ; from the Hansc towns, 

141 ; from Kieff, Siberia, etc., 131 
Eye, characteristic colour of, iii ; 

diseases of, 126 

Factories, in Austria, iqo ; in 
Rumania, i^o ; in Russia, 191-3 
Falashas, 115 

Family, importance of, in Jewish 
life, 40 ; customs, 41, seq. ; 
SabbatH reunion, 63 ; Passover 
reunion, CS. ; moral purity of, 
88. T-zn ; festivities, iqq ; dim- 
inution of children, 130, 206 
Farming. See Agriculture 
Fasts, 20 ; Fast of Ab, 283 
Federation of Synagogues, 271 
Female labour, in Russia, ; in 

Germany, 134 
Fencing, i^i 

Festivals, peculiarities of cuisine 
on, 54 ; domestic celebration of, 66 

Fever. See Scarlet fever and 
Typhoid fever 

Financial activity, 188-90, 204 

" Fire-woman," 65 

Fish, popularity of, ^ 

Folk-songs, 2Ju 'oo. 244 

Folk-tales, 244 

France, Jewish population of, m; 
civil emancipation, 136 ; es- 
tablishment of consistories, 158 ; 
Jewish statesmen, 173 ; military 
officers, 126 ; immigration, 22Q ; 
ecclesiastical organization, 272 ; 
moribund condition of French 
Jewry, ^16 ; French Constitu- 
tion, 319 
Franco-Prussian War, 176, iM 
Frankfort, National Parliament at, 
14 ; income of Jews in, 207 ; 
mixed marriages, 305 



Frankfurter Zeitung, 257 

Frankists, 278 
Fraternal orders, 104 
Freethinkers, 300 

French Academy, Jewish member 
of, 261. 

French Revolution, as liberator of 

Jewry, 133 
Fnendly societies, 104 

Gaberdines, worn in Poland, 34, 55 

Galicia, Jewish population of, 8-0 ; 
distinctions of dress, 55 ; rate of 
suicide, 129 ; birth-rate, 130 ; 
natural increase, 132 ; political 
conditions, 170 ; commercial 
activity. 187 ; industries, 190 ; 
economic conditions, 208. 211 ; 
emigration. 2i '>-i6 ; education, 
231 ; conversions, 299 ; mixed 
marriages, 305 

Galveston, immigration via, 20. 
222 

Gemara, iSq 

Genius, of the Jews, 255 ; be- 
friending of, 2{k2 

Geographical discoveries, 265 

Germany, Jewish population of, 
2 ; orphanages, 83 ; criminality. 
92. 96, 22 ; students' societies, 
105 ; athletic societies, 102 ; 
death-rate, 121, 122 ; rate of 
suicide, 123 ; birth-rate, 129- 
30 ; marriage-rate, 131 ; natural 
increase, 131 

— — Civil emancipation, i3Q-4i ; 
restriction of Russo - Jewish 
students at Universities, 153, 234 ; 
political organizations, 162 ; 
political activity, i6g. 174 

Commercial activity, 1S6 ; 

financial pursuits, 189-90 : in- 
dustries, ; female laoour. 
194 ; liberal professions and civil 
service, 2£i2 ; economic pros- 
perity, 2Q(i ; immigration, 22Q 

Jewish literary activity, 252-3 ; 

contributions to German liter- 
ature, 256 ; religious organiza- 
tion, 272 ; conversions, 301 ; 
mixed marriages, 305 

Ghetto, in mediaeval times, 31 ; in 
Oriental countries, 34; in 
Western countries, 37, seq. ; law- 
abiding character, 90 ; pastimes, 
xoi ; theatres, id8 ; as con- 
servator of Jewish type, 116 ; 
influence upon occupations, 183 ; 
in Italy, 138 ; in Austria, 141 ; 
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in Morocco, 143 ; as conservation 

of Jewish life, ^io~i 
Girls, confirmation of, 47 
Glauber salts, discoverer of, 26.^ 
Government service, Jews in, 202-3 
Grace before meat, 6q ; after meat.63 
Graetzin light, inventor of, 263 
Gramophone, invention of, 263 
Greece, Jewish population of, iq 
Greeting, modes of, 72 
Gymnasium (High School), at 

Jaffa, 338, 341 
Gymnastics, 107 

Hadamard's theorem, 262 

Hague Conferences, 

Haifa, 332. •^.^7 ; Technical Insti- 
tute at, ^ 

Hair, dressmg of, colour of, 112 

Hashachar, 250 

Haskalah, 245 

Hattarat Horaah, 274 

Head, covering of , 56^ 53 ; typ>es 
of, 113 

Health conditions, 1 18. S9q. ; in 
Palestine, 338 

Health resorts, 109 ; in Russia, rji 

Heart disease, 124 

Hebrew, education, 225-6, 237 ; 
literature, 247-51 ; language, 
247-8 ; as national tongue, 323 ; 
education and culture in Pales- 
tine, 338-40 

Height of Eastern Jews, 1x8 

Hekdesh, tj 

Hemorrhoids, 124 

Heraldic arms of Jewish nobles, 125 
Hercditv. influence upon health, i iq 
" Herzliah," 338 

Hesse, infant mortality in, L2i ; 
birth-rate. 123 ; emancipation, 

L4I 

Higher Criticism, influence upon 

rcUgious conformity, 287, 28Q 
" Hilfsverein dor deutschen Tuden," 

16. 25. 85 ; emigration relief, 86 ; 

educational work, 232, 236, 339 
Histadmtk Ihrith, 251 
Historical development, influence 

upon home life, 22 » upon the 

nervous system. 127 
Historical societies, 253 
Hittites, relation to Jewish origins, 

Holland, Jewish population of, iq : 
natural increase, 131 ; civil 
emancipation, 138 ; Jewish 
Minister of Justice, 123 ; ecclesi- 
astical organization. 272 



Home life, formative forces in, 58; 
rehg^ous facts in daily life, 39- 

Honeymoon, observance of, 44 

Hospitality, 63^ 2§ 

Hospitals, 84, 104 ; missionary, 

2Q6 

Humanism, advancement of, 248 

Hungary, Jewish population of. S ; 
criminabty,Q2,Q8; death-rate. 121. 
122 ; birth-rate, 130 ; marriage- 
rate, 131 ; emancipation, 142 ; 
political conditions. 170 ; liberal 
professions, 203 ; conversions. 
300 ; mixed marriages, 304 ; 
children of mixed marriages, 307 

Hygienic regulations, iiq 

Hymns, at Sabbath meals, 63 ; at 
the close of Sabbath. 66, 283 

Hysteria, 127 

"I.C.A.," 130, 2Q2 

Immigrants, aid of, 86 ; exclosion 
of, Li6 ; industries introduced 
by, 194 ; influence upon labour 
conditions. 195 ; economic 
position, 205. 21Q ; occupations 
of, 21 S J hteracy of, 2^^2-3 

Immigration, to America. 12-13. 
20. 163. 214-22 ; to the Argen- 
tine, iq8 ; to PaJestine, 21JQ ; to 
Australasia, 1^ ; effect upon 
Western commimities. 33 

Impresarios, ziki 

Inbreeding, 1 16 

India, Jewish population of. ifi ; 

Black Jews, 
Industrial pursuits. 190-6 
Insanity, 127 

Intellectual activity of Western 
Jewry, 16 ; of Eastern Jewry, 
^ 35. 223, s«^. 

Intermarriage. See Mixed mar- 
riages 

International Agricultural Insti- 
tute, 266 

International conferences. 27 

Inquisition, 138, 291. 29^ 

" Israelitische Allianr," 25, 85, 86 

Italy, Jewish population of, 10 ; 
civil emancipation, 138 ; Jewish 
statesmen, 122 ; army officers, 
177 ; commercial activity, 186 ; 
financial pursuits, 190 ; liberal 
professions, 203 ; economic 
position, 207 ; emigrants from, 
217 ; religious indifference. 2^ ; 
mixed marriages, 305 

"I.T.O.,"325 
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" Jacobsonian organ," 26^ 

Jaffa, seat of Anglo-Palestine Com- 
pany, 3^ 

Japan, Jewish population of, m 
Jargon," 24^ 245 

Jerusalem, Jewish population of, 
m; symbol of its destruction, 
42 ; token of grief for, 5^ ; 
schools, 2%6 ; destruction of, 279; 
lace workrooms at, 338 ; Hebrew 
University, 339 ; National 
Library, 3^0 

Jewish Agncultural Experiment 
Station, 201 

Jewish Agricultural and Industrial 
Aid Society, 133 

Jewish Chronicle, 164 

Jewish Colonization Association. 
13 ; establishment of, 25^ 138 ; 
philanthropic activity, 85, 86, 
iq6. iqq. 201. 202. 2og. 232. 233. 

Jewish Encyclopadia, 252 

Jewish Lads' Brigade, loS 

Jewish National Fund, collecting- 
box of, ^ ; establishment of, 
333. 335 

Jewish Publication Society of 

America, 253 
Jewish State, The, 329 
Jewish Territorial Organization, 20^ 

26. 86. 222. 324-5 
Journalism, activity in, 257 
Judeo-Arabic, 34^ 243, 311 
Judeo-German. See Yiddish 
Judeo-Persian, 243 
Judco-Spanish, 243, 311. See also 

Ladino 
Judges, Jews as, 174 
Jurisprudence, contributions to, 252 

Kaddish, 45, 74, 284 
" Kadimjm" society, 105 
Karaites, 16, 115, 277 
Kashrus, 274 

Kattowitz, Conference at, 328 
Kedem, Culture Fund, 333 
Kitchen, orthodox arrangements, 51 
Kittel, 287 
Klesmer, 44 
Kliatschc, Die, 245 
Knighthood, members of, 125 
Knowledge, esteem of, 229-30 
Kosher, 52^ 6x^ no. 12 s. 20Q. 211. 

270. 2Bi 
Kuppah, 26 

Labour conditions, in Rumania. 
iQi ; in Russia, 191-3 ; female 



and child labour, 193 ; in England 

and America, 194-3 
Labour parties, in Russia. 178-9 
Ladino, origin of, 34 ; use of, 237 
Laissez faire, in Jewish policy, 330 
Land Development Company, 

Palestine, 333, 335 
Land legislation in Palestine, 341 
Land question and nationalism, 324 
Languages, development of Jewish, 

34 ; courses for immigrants, 103 ; 

necessity of a natiouEil language, 

322-3 

Law, written and oral, 279, 312 ; 

Rejoicing of the Law, 284 
Lectures at literary societies. 102 
Leipzig fairs, 184 
Lemberg, J e wish population of, 2 
Lessing's Laokoon, 256 ; Nathan 

the Wise, 140 
Levantine bude, Jews engaged in, 

184 

Liberal Judaism, ig ; Liberal Syna- 
gogue, 2&& 

Liberal professions, 202-3, 236 

Libraries, public, 103, 104, 253 

Lilith, belief in, 45 

Literature, Jewisn, characteristics 
of, 239-42 ; Yiddish, 242-7 ; 
Hebrew, 247-51 ; contributions 
to European, 255. 257 

Litigation, 8^ 

Liturgy, 275 ; Reform, 287 

Loan banks, in Russia and Galicia, 

Loan societies, co-operative, 334 

London, Jewish population of, m ; 
charitable institutions, 29. crim- 
inality, 93 ; athletic societies, 
107 ; death-rate, 121 ; con- 
sumption, 123 ; schools, 229 ; 
Jewish Lord Mayors, 125 ; mem- 
bers of County Council, 17.S : 
Rabbinical seminary, 274 

Longevity. 118, 123 

" Lovers of Zion," 328-9 

Luftmenschen, 2x0 

Ma'ase Buch, 244 

Magistrates, Jews as, 175 

Magyarizing tendency of Hun- 
garian Jews, 170 

Malaria, suppression of, 338 

Manchester, death-rate, 121. ; 
smallpox. 124 ; industries, 194-5 

Manufacturing pursuits, 190-5 

Marannos, 136 

Maricnbad. no, 126 

Marriage, age prescribed by Rabbis, 
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40; in Eastern conntries. 41. in 
western countries, ^ ; customs 
43-4 ; fidelity. Sfi ; preference of 
type, 117 ; marriage-rate, 131. 
Stt also Mixed marriages 
MarschaUk, 44 

Mathematical science, contribu- 
tions to, 262 
May laws, 148. Iq6. 215 
Mayor, Jews as, 175 
Measles, u6 

Meat, preparation of, 51^ 53. 119 
Mediaeval disabilities, 135 
Medicine, study of, 230; achieve- 
ments in, 263-5 
Melammed, 226 
Mcllah. 14^ 

Mendelssohn, influence of, 227, 

344. 233 
" Menorah " societies, Lq6 
Merchant of Venice, 204 

Merchavia, 3^6 

Messiah, bcUef in, loi. 278, 281. 
g86. 287, 311 ; forerunner of, 
62 

Mezurak, 49 

Microbiological Institute, 338 
Microphone, invention of, 263 
Middle Ages, economic restrictions 

in, 182-3 ; intellectual versatility 

in, 223 

Migrations, modem compared with 
ractliaeval, 3 : westward course 
of> 35 i probable effect of emanci- 
pation upon, 32 

Mikvah, HQ. 270 

Mikvch Israel, 200. 328 

Military service, in Germany, QTj 
in Russia, 118. 15 4-- 5 ; in Austria, 
203. See also Soldiers 

Mining. 180. 185, 190 

Minstrels, 

Mishnah, 225, 279 

Mishneh Torak, ISsk. 

Mission of Israel, 287. 321, 329 

Missionary activity, 29,1-9 

Mixed marriages, discouraged, 114 • 
fertility of, 115, 307 ; decision of 
Paris Sanhedrin, 137 ; preval- 
ence of, 302-7 

Monism, adoption of, 288 

Montpellier, medical school of, 254 

Morality of the family, SS 

Moravia, Jews of, 207 ; congrega- 
tional administration, 272 

Morocco, Jewish language and dress 
in, 3^ ; sufferiugs in, 35 ; political 
conditions, 145 ; schools, 235 

MortaUty, rateof, 120. seq. \ 



Mourning rites, J2. 

Municipal activity, 175 

Murder, rate of , 25i » Rabbinical 

view of, 12Q 
Music, at weddings, ioq; love of. 

1 08 ; characteristics of Jewish. 

251 ; composers, 260 ; influence 

of Zionism. 3^1. 340 
Music-hall, 2^ 

Napoleon and Jewish emancipation. 
137-40 

Nation or religious community, 
320-1 

National Fund, Jewish. 3:^3. 315. 3j8 
Nationalism. theories of, 2Q ; 
students' nationalist societies. 

in Hebrew literature, 250 ; 
conditions of national restora- 
tion, 321-326 
Natural increase, rate of, 131 
Naturalization, in Rumania, t6o ; 

societies for, 166 ; in England, litS 
Nervous diseases, la? 
Neue Freie Presse, a.S7. 258 
New South Wales, occupations in. 
1&6 

New Year, domestic celebratioti of, 

69 

New York. Jews of, 12^ 13 ; first 
Jewish settlement in. 78 ; charit- 
able institutions, 7^ 83 ; Protec- 
tory. Qi ; criminality, 93 ; death- 
rate, 121. L22 ; typhoid mortality. 
124 ; smallpox. 124 ; consumption. 
125 ; nervous diseases. L2i> ; cloth- 
ing industry, 194; schools, 229 ; 
Rabbinical seminary, 274 

New York Globe. Times. World. 258 

New Zealand, Jewish PO|^ 
lation of, 14 ; Jewish I'nme 
Minister, 173 

Newspapers, owned by Jews, 257 

Nobel Prize awards, 266 

Norway, emancipation in, I44 

Nose, shape of, 1 13 

Nursery, spirit of, 21 J ^o*" poor 
children, 81 

Oath of Abjuration, X43 
Oath more Judaico, 

Oblava, 151 

Occupations, influence upon health, 
123. 124, 125 ; diversity of occu- 
pations described, 182-203 ; his- 
toric and religious factors affect- 
ing, 182-3 

Odessa, Jewish population of, 8; 
poverty in, 210-1 
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" Oesterreichisch-Israelitische Un- 
ion," 167 

Office ofTIealth (Palestine), 338 

Opera, Yiddish, 109 ; comic, 260 

Oral Law, 278, 279, 285, 312 

Orphanages, 83, 104 

Orthodoxy, principles of, 18-9 ; 
home features of, 51 ; faith and 
observance, 27()-8f) 

Ovariotomy introduced by Jew, 264 

Painters, 2 si, 260 

Pale of Settlement, population of, 
6 ; history of, 7, 147 j Ufe in, 12 ; 
Socialist parties, 170-9 ; labour 
conditions, 191-3 ; economic 
conditions, 209 

Palestine, Jewish population of, m ; 
gymnastic societies, ldS ; ag^cul- 
tnral colonization, 200-1, 328, 333, 
335-7 ; famine, 208. ; economic 
conditions, 212 : schools, 235-6 ; 
introduction of credit, 333-5 ; 
urban colonization, 337-8 

Palestine Land Development Com- 
pany, 3^ 335 

Paris, Jewish population of, lq ; 
charitable institutions, 22i §31 
Sanhedrin, 137 

Parhaments, Jews in, 171-4 

Passover, special crockery, 51 ; 
cookery, 54 ; domestic celebra- 
tion, 67, ^6 

Passports, Russian, 221, 318 

Patriotism, in bondage, 50 j mani- 
fested in battles and political life, 
134 ; discussed by Paris Assembly 
of Notables, 137 ; shown in wars 
of last 100 years, 176 ; as factor 
in Mendelssohnian movement, 
227 ; attitude of Jewish ^ouma- 
lists, 259 ; in relation to Zionism, 

Peace, cause of, 25Q. 266 

Peasant class in Palestine, 336 

Penitence, Days of, 2Bfi 

Pentateuch, chanting of, 63, 226. 
284 ; German translation of , 227, 
244 ; Yiddish translation of, 244 

Pentecost, domestic celebration of. 

Persecution, effects of, 21, 35^, 127, 
2qS ; influence upon Jewish type, 
T16 See also Disabilities 

Persia, Jewish population of, ifl; 
Judeo-Persian, 243 ; as constitu- 
tional state. 318 

Personal service, 82 

Pester Lloyd, 252 



Petach Tikvah, 200, 337, 341 
Petroleum, discovery of, 263 
Philadelphia, Jewish population of, 

13 ; child mortality, 122 
Philanthropy, associations for, 2^ 

85. 205 

Philology, contributions to, 261 
Philosophy, contributions to, 261 
Phylacteries, 59^ 2B2 
Physiognomy, characteristics of, 
1 1 2-7 

Physiological characteristics, ill. 
117, seq. 

Pictures, distinctive Jewish, 49 

Pigmentation, 1x2 

Plague in India, cure of, 264 

Plantation companies, 335 

Playwrights, 259 

Pneumonia, 124 

" Poalei Zion," 179 

Pogroms, damage caused by, 82, 
157 ; complicity of Govern- 
ment, ; laws for preventing, 
95 ; effect upon nervous system, 
127 ' cause of suicide, 129 ; 
proauct of Muscovite culture, 
146 J outbreak in 1905, ; 
bamng asylum to refugees from, 
16S ; self-defence against, 179 ; 
cause of emigration, 198, 215 ; 
cause of distress, 208 ; reflected 
in hterature, 246, 250 ; cause of 
apostasy, 301 ; evanescent moral 
effect of, 316 

Poland, partition of, 2 >' mode of 
dress, 34 ; birth-rate, 130 ; mar- 
riage-rate, 131 ; economic boy- 
cott, 1.^8-9, 208 

Political influence of Jews exagger- 
ated, 172 

Political Zionism, 329 

PoU-tax, 135, 136. 140 

Population, Jewish, 5, stfy., apparent 
multitude and real paucity of, fi ; 
urban character of, 32, 118. 128. 
131, l8q ; rate of increase, 131. 
See also Appendix I 

Poriah, 336 

Portugal^ religious emancipation 
in, 144 

Poverty, characteristic of Eastern 
Jewry, ^ ; in Russia, 158 ; 
general distribution of, 207-13 
Prager Tagehlatt, 2.58 
Prague, students at, 231, 234 
Prayers, 59, 282. 283 
Praying-^Sawl, 50, 50. jAl 2^ 
Precious metals, movement of, 189 
Press, Jewish connexion with, 257 
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Prime Ministers, Jews as, 17:8-3 

Princedom of captivity, 277 

Prisons, Jews in, 93 

Privy councillors, Jews as, 175 

Prodigies, musical, Ififi 

Prophets, 279, 287 

Proselytes, 3(K). 301 

Proselytism, 114-5. 273] 

Proselytizing sermons. 138 

Prostitute, privileged in Russia, 150 

Proven9al ntual, 2^0 

Prussia. Jewish cnminahty in, 92 ; 
death-rate, 12 1 ; suicide, I2q ; 
birth-rate, 129. 130 ; conver- 
sions, 293-5 ; civil emancipation, 
140-1 ; schools, 229 ; Junker 
party. 2^ ; mixed marriages, 

305. 307 
Pseudo-Messiamc sects. 277 
Pugilists, 102 

Purim, domestic celebration of, 62 ; 
in the synagogue, 283 

Quest of Zion, 328 

Question, the Jewish, local solution 
of, 2& ; local and universal 
aspects. 308-9 

Rabbinical Judaism, influence of, 
ifi I view of life. L2q 

Rabbis, as arbitrators, 8^ ; attitude 
to modem education, 227 : 
appointment in Continental 
countries, 212 ; training of, 274 j 
functions of, 274-5 I Chief Rabbi 
of British Jewr>', 271 ; Chief 
Rabbi of Ottomam Jewry, 223 ; 
Crown Rabbis in Russia, 272 ; 
opposition to Zionism, 329 

Racial characteristics, iii. ieq. ; 
racial purity, 112-6 

RattonalLsts, 314 ; rationalism, 317 

" Red Ticket.""^ 

Redemption of fiiretbom, 46 

Reform Judaism, principles of. 
IQ. 278--9 ; characteristics and 
effects of, 2S6=8 

Regeneration, national, 329-31 

Reichsrat, 12? 

Reichstag, 171 

Rejoicing ofthe Law, 284 

Relief of the distressed and perse- 
cuted, 22, 2^ 85 ; of immigrants, 
80. 104 

Religion, traditional orthodoxy, 
18^ 279r-85 ; tendencies in 
Western Jewry, r^, 286 ; age of 
religious responsibiUty, 42 ; in- 
fluence upon home Ufe^ 48 ; 



organtration, 269-7^ : education, 
270 ; declining importance of 
religion. 319 

" Reverend," title of, 275 

Revisionism, 122 

Revolution, French. 133> 144 ; o< 

1848, 141 ; Russian, i78-<3. 208. 

314.318 
Rheumatism, 110. 124 
Rickets, 126 
Rights of Man, ij6 
Riots, in Germany, 141 ; in Russia, 

see Pogroms 
Rishon-le-Zion. 200 
Rites, domestic, 53 ; at death. 73 
Ritual, difierences of, ; of the 

synagogue. 225 
" Ritual murder." 157-8, 318 
Robbery. 95. 92 

Rome. Ghetto in, ^8; Jewish 

Biayor of, 175 
Rome and Jerusalem, 328 
Rotliscliild family ennobled. 175 ; 

financial operations, iBfi ; w^Ith 

of, 204 
Ruchantia, 336 

Rumania, Jewish population of. 9 ; 
death-rate, L2i ; birth-rate. 130 ; 
marriage-rate, 131 ; civil dis- 
abilities, 159-65 ; commercial 
activity, 182 ; industries, 190-1 ; 
Agrarian revolt, 208 ; emigra- 
tion, 164, 215-16 ; educational 
conditions, 232. 236 ; mixed 
marriages, 304 

Russia, Jewish population of, 2 1 
criminahty, 92. 94 exclusion 
from health resorts, no ; mili- 
tary recruits, 118 ; death-rate. 
121. 12Z ; consumption, 125 ; 
nervous maladies, 122 ; butn- 
rate, yo ; marriage-rate, ; 
naturafmcrease, ^ 

Civil disabiUties, 147-58 ; limi- 
tations of domicile, 147-51 ; of 
education. 1 52, 233, 326 ; in public 
service and liberal professions, 
153 ; in property ownership, 
154 ; miUtary service, ; 

gagroms, 152 under 
ogroms) ; political activity. 160; 
Socialistic organiiations, 128 ; 
Revolution, 178-9. 208, 314, 318 

Commercial activity, 1 S6-7 ; 

financial pursuits. 150 ; in- 
dustries, 190-4 ; Uberal pro- 
fessions, 203 ; economic con- 
ditions, 209-11 ; emigration, 
ai4-<ta 
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Russia.EducattonaJ conditions, 232- 
4^ ; ecclesiastical organization, 272; 
conversions, 295, 298. 301, 314 ; 
Russian factor in Jewish quesbon, 
318 

Russo-Japanese War, Jews in, 153, 
155, 176 ; effects of, 2u8 ; in 
litCTature, 246 

Sabbath, neglect of, 21, 285 ; 
special loaves, 52; food distinc- 
tions, 53 ; domestic prepara- 
tions, 6o^ 119 ; celebration, 62, 
seq. ; efiect upon health, 120 ; 
influence upon choice of occu- 
pations, i8j ; economic aspect 
of J 206. 20Q 

Sacrifices, restoration of, 287 

Salvarsan, discovery of, 264 

Samaritans, 1x2 

Sanhedrin, of Paris, 137, 303 ; the 
ancient, 273 

Saxony, emancipation in, 141 

Scarlet fever, 

Scholastic movement, 254 

Schoolroom, synagogue, 270 

Schools, in Eastern Jewry, 8^ 235 ; 
prize distributions, 103 ; in 
Russia, 152, 232-3 ; in Rumania, 
162. 232 ; for manual crafts, 130 ; 
attendance in Western countries, 
228-9 ; boarding-schools, 236 

Science, contributions to, 262. seq. 

Scrofula, 12& 

Sculptors, 2fiQ 

Sects, 222 

" Seimisten," 129 

Seminaries, theological, 274 

Semitic race, 114 

Separation Law, 138 

Sephardim, 19^ 275, 276 

Servia, Jewish j>opulation of, m ; 
emancipation, 144, 159 

Sexes, separation of, jl 

Sexucil diseases, L26 ; discovery of 
remedies for, 264 

Shadchan, functions of, 41-2 

ShaUt. .53. 61. 6^ 65 

Shaving, prohibition of, 56 

Shechita, ^ 221 

Shekel, 330 

Sheriffs, Jews as, 143 

"Shield of David,"^ 

Shofar, 2S6 

Shulchan Aruch, as code of ortho- 
doxy, 18^ 48, 58^ 273 ; comprised 
in a J ewi3i library, 50 ; as 
subject of religious study, 226. 
284 ; its prohibition of an organ 



in the synagogue, 285 ; its 
authority abrogated by Reform 
Judaism, 2^ ; disregard of, 287 

Shylock, as symbol of Jewish 
wealth, 204 

Sick, visitation of, 26^ 275 ; benefit 
societies, 104 

" Sisterhoods," 82 

Skin diseases, 126 

Skull, shape of, 113 

Slaughter-house, 270, 271 

Slaughterers, 273 

Smallpox, 124 

Smoking, forbidden on the Sabbath, 

Sobriety, 8q^ 30^ 120. 124. 12s 

Socialism, Jews and, in Germany, 
169. 177 : in Austria, 178 ; in 
Russia, 178-9 

Societies, communal, 36, 512 ; 
philanthropic. So ; literary, 102. 
253 ; sick benefit, 104 ; students, 
10.5 ; athletic and gymnastic, 
107 ; pubUcation, 252-3 

Soldiers, Jews as, 134 ; in the 
Prussian Wars of Emancipation, 
140; in Russia, 148-9, 15^-5 ; in 
Rumania, 161, 162. 165; m 19th 
and 2oth century wars, 126 ; in 
France, 126 ; in Austria, 126 ; 
in England, 122 ; in Italy, 177 

SoUdarity, springs of, 23 ; forms 
of, 24^ seq. ; in emigrants' relief, 
82 ; promoted by visiting lec- 
turers, m2 ; furthered by Bnci 
Brith, ro4 ; stimulated by phil- 
anthropic societies, 317 

Soup-kitchens, fii 

South Africa, Jewish population of, 
11 ; emancipation, 144 ; Board 
of Deputies, 162 ; commercial 
development, 184 ; immigration, 
220-1 

Spain, Jews of, ip, 225 ; expulsion 
from, 34, 184, 214, 215, 243 ; re- 
peal 01 expulsion edict, 144 ; 
movement for return of Jews to, 

Spanish-American War, Jews in, 176 
Spectator, quoted, 315 
Spiritual rehgion, 2H1 
Sport, 107 

Statesmen, Jewish, 172-4 

Stock Exchange, institution of, 

184 ; membership of, 190, 204 
Students, societies of, 105 ; and 

Zionism, 331 
Suicide, ul8 

Sultan of Turkey, and 2Uonism, 332 
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Summer resorts, top 

Sunday closing. i6f> 

Superstitions at birth, 45 

Sweden, emancipation in, 144: 

mixed marriages, 305 
Swimming, 107 

Switzerland. Jewish population of. 
ISi; emancipation in, 144 ; 
Russo- Jewish students in. 15,^. 

Sym^lism : grief for fall of 
Tcrusalem. 49 ; desire for Divine 
bounty, 6d; in the Passover 
celebration, 62; in New Year 
celebration, 69 

Synagogue, influence of . 20 ; as 
nucleus of the community,24, 269 ; 
centre of social intercourse. ^ ; 
attendance at, 60^ 65 ; divme 
worship. 282-4 ; declining in- 
fluence of, ^17 

Tabernacles, domestic celebration 
• of . {ifi ; synagc^e celebration, 284 

Tailoring, 12 s. 20Q. lUL See also 

Clothing industry 
Talmud, 50 ; study of, 60^ 99^ 103. 

124. a25-6, 270^ 283 ; discourse 

on, 65 ; composition of, 27^^-80 
Talmud Torah, 226. 228. 2^^. 270, 

284 

Talmudical academies, 277 
Tamhui, 77 

TeclinicaTTnstitute, Haifa, ^39 
Tel A bib. ^ 

Telephone, inventor of, 263 
Temperance, 8(j^ 90^ L2q 
Territory, conditions of a national, 

32 1-5. See Jewish Territorial 

Organization 
TetUsch-Chumesh, 50 
Theatre, love of. 1^ 
Theism, secession to, 2SS 
Times, 258 jl ; opinion on Jewish 

question in Russia, ^26 
Toleration, progress of, 134, 135 
Torah, 50 ; study of. 21± ^^4. ^^7 
Toynbee Halls, 102. 237 
Trachoma. 126. 221 ; m Palestine, 

Trade Union movement, 195 
Trades. See Industrial pursuits 
Tradition, in home life, 48^ seq. ; 
authority of, 223 ; chain of tradi- 
tion, 279 
Transmigrants, 22Q 
Treaty of Berlin, confers emancipa- 
tion upon Jews in Bulgaria and 
Servia, 144 ; stipulates for eman- 



cipation of Jews in Rumania. 
r5<>-(>Q ; recent demands for 
fulfilment of its provisions, 164-5 

Tripwli, Jewish population of, 11 ; 
economic conditions, 208. 212 

Turco-Italian War. Jews in. 176 

Turkey, Jewish population of, 9; 
gymnastic societies. 107—8 ; con- 
stitution promulgated. ry, ; 
political activity in. 171 ; com- 
munal organization. 273 ; as 
constitutional state, 318 

Turkish Government and Zionism, 
:^40-i 

Turkish Revolution, 333 
Turks, Young, 171 
Types, diversityol, 15, ii^ ; anthro- 
pological, 112. seq. 
Typhoid fever, iiq. 124 



United Hebrew Charities, 79^ 83 
United States, Jewish population 
of, 13, 21& ; orphanages and 
hospitals, 85 ; cnminality, 93 ; 
students' soaeties. 1x26 

Ci\nl emancipation, 133, 144 ; 

immigration to, i6^, 214-^2 ; 
political activity in, ifiS ; com- 
mercial treaty with Russia ter- 
minated, iM: Jewish Ambas- 
sadors, 174 ; Civil War, Spanish- 
AmericanWar, Jews engaged in, 
176 

— ^-T^mmercial activity, 187 ; 
agriculture, 199 ; oniversities, 
230 ; religious organization. 271- 
2 ; mixed marriages, 306 

United Synagogue, ijl I Chirf 
Rabbi of, 221 

Universities, Jews at, in Austria, 
153. 230. 234 ; in England, 106, 
230 ; m Germany, i^, 230, 234. 
236 ; in Hungary. 2^0, 234 ; m 
iCumania. ih2 ; in Russia. 152, 
234 ; abnormal attendance at, 
230 ; restriction of Russo- Jewish 
students at West European 
universities. 153, 2 34 

University for Jerusalem, 339 

University Tests Act, 143 

Unleavened bread, ^ 273 

Unskilled labour, 193 

Urban colonization in Palestine, 

337-8 

Urban itation of Jewry, its pre- 
dominant character, 32 ; in- 
fluence upon health, 118 j in- 
fluence upon lunatic statistics. 
ia£ ; influence upon birth-rate. 
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131 ; in relation to economic 
activity, iSq ; in relation to 
higher education, 229 

Vaccination, 124 

" Verbandderdcutschen Juden,"i67 
Vienna, Jewish population of, 9; 
charity expenditure, 83; death- 
rate. L2J ; political organ- 
ization, 162 ; synagogue- tax, 
g07 • students, 2^ ; Rabbinical 
seminary, 274 ; conversions, 2qo ; 
as headquarters of Zionist Or- 
ganization, 330 
Vitebsk, cholera in, 123 
Viticulture in Palestine, 337 
Vossische Zeiiung, 258 

Wars, Jews in, 176. See also 
Soldiers 

Warsaw, Jewish population of, 8 ; 

prevalence of hysteria, 127 
Watering-places, log 
Wealth of Jews, 204-7 
Weddings, 100 

Western Jewry compared with 
Eastern, 4, 36 ; in regard to 
suicide, 120 
White slave traffic, 90 
Whitechapel, law-abiding character 

of, 90J death-rate, 121 
Wife-desertion , 83 
Wig worn by women, 57, 70 
Wild wheat, discoverer of, 263 
Wilna, literary circle at, 248 
Wine, for Sabbath sanctification, 
63, L2Q ; Sabbath termination, 
66 ; in Passover celebration, 67 
Wireless telegraphy, 263 
" Wissenschaft des Judentums," 252 
Woman, Oriental view of, 46; 
wearing of a wig, ^ 22 > 



place in the home, 70-1 ; 

maladies of, 124 
Woman suffrage, 179 
" Wonder Rabbis,^3i 
Wiirttembcrg.emancipation in, 141 ; 

administration of congregations, 

272 

" Yellow ticket," in Russia, 1^50 
Yemen, Jews of, 145-6 ; as settlers 

in Palestine, 336,^37 
Yeshiba. 226 ; Yeshthoth, 274 
Yiddish, origin of, 34 ; paraphrase 
of Pentateuch, 50, iqq ; modes 
of greeting, 72 ; theatres, loS ; 
as medium of instruction, 226 ; 
prevalence of, 237, 322 ; litera- 
ture in, 242--7 ; drama, 2y ; 
modernist influence in Yiddish 
literature, 314 

Zaddik, 284 

Ze'enah Ure'enah, 50, 244 

Zemstvos, Jews excluded from, 154 

Zion, restoration of, 278, 282. 2S6 ; 
pilgrimages to, 320 ; "Lovers 
of Zion," 328 

Zionism, aims of, 26, 327; in 
Hebrew literature, 250; precursors 
of, 328-9 ; influence upon Jewish 
Ufe, 330-2 ; institutions of, 332- 
3 ; Palestinian colonization, 333- 
9 ; political aspect of, 340-2 ; 
general outiook, 342-3 

Zionist Congress, influence upon 
Jewish solidarity, 26 ; diversity 
of types at, 116 

Zionist organization, establishment 
of, ^30 • influence upon educa- 
tion in Russia , 233 

Zionist SociaUst Party, 178 

Zionist students' societies, 1^26 
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Aaronsoiin, Aaron. 263 
Abclul Hamid, Sultan, .-^40 
Abrahams, Israel, 22 
Abramowitsch, Solomon Jacob, 

Achad Haam." 250 
Adler. Dr. FeUx. 2fi6 
Adler, Dr. Herman, 275 
Adler, Dr. Victor. 178 ^ 
Aldba, Rabbi. 77 
Albus. the. 18^ 
Alexander L i^^. 106 
Alexander II, 147. 152 
Alexander III. 208 
Angell. Norman, 266 
Anin. Maxim. 178 
Antokolski, Marc, 260 
Arthur. King, 244 
Artom, Isaac, 172. 174 
Asch, Schalom, 246 
AscoU. Graziadio, 261 
Asser, Tobias. 262. 266 
Atias, Isaac da Costa, 1J9 
Auerbach. Berthold, zy* 
Auerbach. Dr. Elias, zi2 il 

Badass, Dr., 173 
Bakst, Leon. 2S1 
Bamber«^er, Ludwig, T74 
Bamatos. the, 184 
Bamay, Ludwig, 259 
Belasco, David, 259 
Bell, Graham, 263 
BcUoc, Hilaire, 204 
Bcn-Avigdor, 251 
Ben-Jehuda. 251 
Bentwich, Norman, 289 n, 
Bergson. Prof. Henn. jjSj 261 
Berliner, Emil, 263 
Berman, Hannah, 246 fli 
Bemal, 293 
Bemhsmlt, Sarah, 259 
Bernstein. Eduard. 169. 177 
Bernstein, Henri, 259 
Bialik, Nachman, 250 
Bibbero, Marquis, 107 
Billings, Dr. J. S., I2ij 123 



BiachoflFshdms, the, 188. 189 
Bismarck, 124. 323 
Bleichroeder, ife. 189 
Blioch. Ivan. 180. 266 
Blowitx, Henri de, 2^ n, 
BInmenthal Oscar, 259 
lk>as. Prof. Franz, 113 
Boccaccio, 246 
Boerne, Ludwig, 256 
Brainin, Reuben, 251. 302 fi. 
Brandes, Eduard. 173 
Brandy Gcorg, LLL £5i 152 
Br^, Michel, 2^ 
Bruch, Max, 260 
Burcbardt, Hermann, 265 
Busch, M., 303 a. 

Cantor. Georg, 252 
Caro, Rabbi Joseph, 273, 2fiQ 
Cambio, Count di, 174 
Cassel, Sir Ernest, 189 
Castello, Percy M., 190 iu 
Catherine I^ 
Cavour, 122 
Cayley, 2£j2 

Chamberlain, Hooston, 255 

Clement XIV. 158 

Cohen, Arthur, 175 

Cohen, Henry Emanud, 173, 174 

Cohen, Prof. Hermann, 177, 261 

Cohn, Ferdinand, 262 

Columbus. 5, 12, 254. 265 

Copernicus. 254 

Coralnik, Dr. A., 302 «. 

Comeille, 2^ 

Co wen, Dr. Frederic, 26Q 

Crtmieux, Adolphe, 173 

Cromwell, Oliver, 142 

Cuxa, Professor, 162 

Dalman, Gustav, 298 
Darmesteter, Arsdne, 261 
Darmesteter, James, 261 
Davidsohn. M., 263 
Davitt. Michael, 15^ tL 
Dcrenbourg, Hartwig. 26a. 294 
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Dcrenbourg, Joseph, 262 
Dernburg, Dr. Bern hard, 124 
Demburg, Friedrich, 258 
Deutsch, Emanuel. 294 
Disraeli, Benjamin, 174, 257, 293 
Dohm^ Christian William, 140 
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